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by Jordan Chan
Editorial Editor

The leaked Supreme Court initial majority 
draft posed to overturn Roe v. Wade in the next 
few months raises the question: What will change 
in liberal-leaning states, specifically the state of 
California, in the event that Justice Samuel Alito’s 
draft becomes a ruling? While the document’s 
leak was unprecendented, its contents were not 
entirely unexpected: California has prepared to 
become a sanctuary state for abortions since 
speculation about the overturning of Roe v. Wade 
arose last year, and efforts to increase access to 
reproductive care have been in the works for years.

Last December, Governor Gavin Newsom 
announced that in his 2022 budget proposal, 
he would consider portions of a report by the 
California Future of Abortion Council recommend-
ing changes to defend reproductive rights. The 
subsequent 68 million dollar proposal includes 
investments in reproductive health clinical infra-
structure, initiatives to remove barriers to repro-
ductive health, and more. Around the same time as 
Newsom’s initial announcement, abortion clinics 
and their supporters in the state government 
announced a plan to make it easier for people 
to travel to, lodge in, and receive an abortion 
in California.

On May 11, fewer than two weeks after Politico 
published the Supreme Court document, Newsom 
proposed a brand new “reproductive health pack-
age to strengthen protections, expand access, and 
welcome business from anti-abortion states” that 
builds upon his original 68 million dollar budget 
proposal from January. This new package includes 
provisions like grants to the reproductive rights 
organizations, a comprehensive reproductive 
rights website to provide information on abor-
tions to the public, coverage for people uninsured 
for abortion services, and research on unmet 
needs in terms of reproductive care. Newsom also 
writes on his website that he wants to emphasize 
“incentive opportunities for businesses to relocate 
to California or grow jobs and their economic 
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ContraPest introduces rat birth control in San Fransisco
by Isla Patrick
News Editor

Last fall, pest control company Orkin ranked San Francisco as the 
fifth rattiest city in the nation for the second year in a row in its 
annual list of the 50 “rattiest cities” in the U.S. San Francisco ranked 
above Baltimore but below Washington, DC for sheer rat numbers. Due 
to California’s ban on toxic rat poisons, a new method of curbing the 
city’s rattiness has emerged: rat birth control.

California became the first state to ban certain types of “super-
toxic” rat poisons in January of 2021 because the chemicals can harm 
eagles, hawks, and mountain lions, all of which can ingest poison 
from the dead rats they feed on. Another drawback of traditional rat 
poison is the need to collect the carcasses after the poison has been 
administered. Since a single pair of rats and their descendants can 
produce 15,000 offspring in a year, there were too many carcasses. As 
a result, the San Francisco Recreation and Park Department had to find 
a new solution for the city’s overwhelming vermin population, and 
ContraPest emerged from an Arizona-based company called SenesTech.

Instead of filling rat burrows with carbon monoxide, which had 
previously been the most effective rodent elimination tactic, ContraPest 
prevents live rats from producing offspring. It consists of fat and sugar 
to attract the rats, but induces menopause in female rats and stops the 
production of sperm in male rats. If a rat consumes 10 percent of its 
body weight in ContraPest, it will be infertile for three months. The 
new rodent technology poses no threat to animals higher in the food 
chain, such as the hawks and mountain lions that rat poison harmed.

ContraPest is placed in small boxes with rat-sized holes so the 
beasts can eat it, but the San Francisco parks department has faced 
one main problem — rats are not compelled to eat ContraPest when 
they are able to find different options, and the city is full of alternate 
food sources. Zachary Goetschi, a pest-management specialist, says his 
solution is to put peanut butter on the boxes and encourage people 
to throw away their trash.

LG considers dispensaries
by Elena Rexach
Public Relations Manager

The Los Gatos Town Council is currently deciding 
whether or not to allow cannabis dispensaries to 
operate in the town. California legalized cannabis 
back in 2016, but individual municipalities are 
allowed to have their own regulations regarding 
whether dispensaries may operate in their borders. 

In January, the town hired cannabis consultant 
HDL Companies to advise the Council on the benefits 
and drawbacks of the current ordinance. The town 
allocated 50,000 dollars to cover the services. The 
company will gather survey information and syn-
thesize it into a report. The consultants will have 
an opportunity to ask a “question about taxing 
marijuana products on the November ballot” if the 
council allows it, which they will decide at their 
June 21 meeting. If the option passes, the town 
council will then have the liberty to make a decision 
regarding legal marijuana sales in town. 

Of course, marijuana sales already occur in Los 
Gatos, but if the town council were to legalize it, 
they would be able to collect revenue for the town 
budget. In nearby cities like San Jose, cannabis 
facilities are “expected to generate 17.5 million 
[dollars] in revenue for the city” during this fiscal 
year. Many Los Gatos residents currently purchase 
marijuana from San Jose dispensaries, so legalizing 
dispensaries in LG would allow them to capitalize 
on lost revenue. This would be especially helpful 
considering the town’s “rising expenses,” which 
Mercury News reports have a “projected 10 million 
[dollar] budget deficit over the next five years.” HDL 
companies predict that if two cannabis dispensaries 
opened in Los Gatos, they would bring up to 570,000 
dollars to the town in revenue from taxes. Additional 
delivery services, like Eaze, could potentially bring 
another 200,000 dollars. 

The council will hold several meetings to hear 
community input on the decision. A leading concern 
has been the possibility of increased youth access to 
marijuana. However, Ajay Kolluri of HDL Companies 
maintained that “studies show that underage sale or 
purchases, underage possesion, typically comes from 

family, from friends, or from the illicit market.” 
Other community concerns are rising over hypo-
thetical increased costs for the Los Gatos-Monte 
Sereno Police Department, possibly due to higher 
rates of crime or related issues. However, the 
department reports it is conducting a “resource 
analysis” on the effect of dispensaries on nearby 
cities’ police spending and crime rates.

In 2016, 62 percent of Los Gatos residents 
voted to legalize marijuana, a larger portion than 
neighboring areas. However, in January of 2021, a 
town survey revealed that 50 percent of the 950 
Los Gatans who responded were strongly opposed 
to cannabis businesses in Los Gatos. In contrast, 
only 25 percent of respondents supported them. 

The discourse over cannabis dispensaries in 
Los Gatos is ongoing; the Council has not reached 
a conclusion yet.
(Sources: Mercury News, Patch)

CA to provide abortion aid  

LGHS hosts de Havilland Cup acting competition
by Marissa Hein
Graphics Editor

The de Havilland Cup, one of Los Gatos High School’s oldest tradi-
tions, is back for its 69th year. The competition, which Drama and 
English teacher Janna Rigby organized, took place during Tutorial 
on May 12. Those awarded first, second, and third place win prizes; 
this year, each winner received a gift certificate to local candy store 
Lolli and Pops. Additionally, the annual first-place winner has their 
name engraved on the official De Havilland trophy. 

This year, four students competed for the grand prize and honor of 
first place. The monologues ranged from tense excerpts from ancient 
Greek plays to humorous modern scenes. Junior Jora Carlo, who tied 
for third place, explained how she got into the right headspace for 
her performance of a monologue from Antigone by Sophocles: “I 
just pretend for a moment I am the character and ignore everyone 
else. Just breathe in.” She revealed that her favorite part of the 
monologue was “the part  where [she gets] to scream,” because of the 
dramatic buildup to that moment. Although all of the performances 
were fantastic, first place went to junior Tommy Wilkens for his 
riveting performance of Biff’s monologue from Arthur Miller’s Death 
of a Salesman. Senior Max Brockmann, who performed Helena’s 
monologue from A Midsummer Night’s Dream, received second place.

To compete in the event, students must select and recite a 
monologue from a published script between one to three minutes 
in length. As the goal of the event is to emphasize and highlight 
the contestants’ acting skills, the official rules prohibit students 
from incorporating any props, costumes, or theatrical makeup into 
their performances. 

During the competition, a panel of judges evaluate the perfor-
mances using four main categories: character, voice, movement, 
and overall presentation. Performance elements including acting 
choices, character development, projection of the voice, stage pres-

The number of rat burrows in San Francisco parks has drastically 
decreased since ContraPest was first introduced. In Portsmouth Square 
Park in Chinatown, the parks department counted 60 burrows before 
administering birth control; only 16 remained after application.

Loretta Mayer and Cheryl Dyer, the scientists who originally 
invented ContraPest, have big aspirations for the supplement. The 
California Coastal Commission approved a plan in late 2021 to drop 
3,000 pounds of rat poison over the Farallon Islands off the coast of San 
Francisco, but Mayer and Dyer want to implement ContraPest instead. 
Mayer claimed “I would be the happiest little scientist in the world” if 
the Coastal Commission decided on ContraPest instead of poison when 
they begin reducing the island’s rat population in 2023.
(Sources: National Geographic, Orkin, SF Chronicle)

footprint here from states with anti-abortion and 
anti-LGBTQ+ laws.”

In direct response to the threat to Roe v. Wade, 
Newsom stated: “California will not stand idly by as 
extremists roll back our basic constitutional rights; 
we’re going to fight like hell, making sure that all 
women — not just those in California — know that 
this state continues to recognize and protect their 
fundamental rights.”

California is one of multiple states that are 
hoping to increase access to reproductive care 
services. In New York, lawmakers have proposed 
changes that would help people access and afford 
abortions. Much like reproductive rights advocates in 
California, New York Attorney General Letitia James 
declared, “New York will always fight to protect our 
right to make decisions about our own bodies and 
expand access to this critical and lifesaving care.” 
New York is also prepared to aid people from out 
of the state in accessing reproductive services, and 
state Governor Kathy Hochu expects an increase in 
out-of-state patients if the Supreme Court overturns 
Roe v. Wade.
(Sources: ABC News, AP, Office of Governor Gavin 
Newsom, LA Times)

ence, memorization, and commitment all factor into contestants’ 
final scores. The judges expect contestants to show proficiency is 
all four categories in order to place in the event. 

This year’s panel consisted of Rigby and Summer Gleason. 
Gleason, a graduate of Los Gatos High School, who remained part 
of the drama department through her work as a costume designer 
for several of the school’s productions, including this year’s spring 
musical, Little Women.

The annual monologue competition first began in 1953 and 
honors award-winning actress and Los Gatos High School alumna 
Olivia de Havilland. De Havilland gained fame for her work in 
several popular films, including The Adventures of Robin Hood 
(1938), To Each His Own (1946), The Snake Pit (1948), and The 
Heiress (1949), with her career spanning the late 1930s to late 
1980s. Originally born in Tokyo, Japan, she later moved to the 
United States where she and her younger sister, Joan Fontaine, 
attended LGHS. De Havilland graduated in 1934; just a few years 
later, she earned the role of Melanie Hamilton in the 1939 film 
adaptation of Gone with the Wind, for which she is most known 
for. Although she passed away in 2020 at the age of 104, the de 
Havilland Cup allows de Havilland’s legacy to live on within Los 
Gatos High School’s performing arts community.

 NE(VERMIN)D: City of SF abandons its rat poison strategy in favor of ContraPest kits.

GROWING BUDS: The town debates legalizing marijuana. 
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WILKENS’S WINNING WORDS: Junior Tommy Wilkens takes the cup’s  first place.

IN THE RIGHT: Newsome recognizes reproductive rights.
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 SQUEAKIN OUT: Officials struggled to find an effective solution to the rat problem.
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You can also visit the LGS Recreation website 
for information on boating on the Vasona Reservoir, 
as well as boating and sailing classes. Although 
you cannot bring your own personal water crafts 
on the lake, the Recreation Department has rental 
kayaks, paddleboards, canoes, pedal boats, and 
sailboats available. They encourage reserving online 
as walk-ins are limited. The reservoir also offers a 
great walking and biking trail that can take visi-
tors all the way down to West Valley, and boasts a 
scenic route in the other direction to the Lexington 
Reservoir as well. 

If you’re looking for more whole-family outside 
activities, check out some of the nearby trails that 
offer great views, shade, and fun exercise. The first 
to try is St. Joseph’s Hill Open Space Preserve, which 
is a continuation of the Lexington Reservoir Trail 
and the Los Gatos Creek Trail. These trails offer a 
gorgeous route near and around Lexington. Don’t 
be deterred by the hike’s elevation or length, as 
plenty of the walk is in shade and there are alternate 
routes that offer more ease and accessibility. The 
John Nicholas Trail is a bit farther of a drive, but is 
a mostly flat and shady walk. For a quicker outing, 
hikers can walk to a pond at around the one-mile 
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by Esha Bagora
Humor Editor

On Apr. 24, the Town of Los Gatos hosted its 
Spring Into Green event for the first time in three 
years. Spring Into Green is a vendors’ festival to cel-
ebrate sustainability, Earth Day, and Keep Los Gatos 
Beautiful Month. Additionally, this year, Spring Into 
Green also marked Los Gatos’s 42nd Tree City USA 
award. This prestigious award is given to cities who 
increase spending on urban forestry, celebrate Arbor 
Day, have a community tree ordinance, and maintain 
a tree board or department. 

Over 20 different organizations came together 
for the event, setting up various booths and environ-
mental initiatives. Spring Into Green also coincided 
with the weekly Los Gatos Farmers’ Market, allowing 
them to promote small businesses in our community. 

by Bridie Beamish
Media Production Editor

A five-alarm structure fire burned down a Home 
Depot building located on the 900 block of Blossom 
Hill Road on Apr. 9. The flames erupted around 
5:30 PM and firefighters had the situation under 
control by 11:45 PM. Dyllin Jaycruz Gogue, 27, lit 
the fire and attempted to steal thousands of dollars 
worth of tools and equipment. Gogue faces three 
counts of arson, seven counts of grand theft, and 
three counts of petty theft; the court arraigned 
him on Apr. 19.  

The fire department last inspected the Home 
Depot on Oct. 5, 2021, discovering no city code 
violations. Still, people are concerned as to why the 
sprinklers and alarm system did not go off when 
the fire erupted. Instead, the alarm went off only 
after everyone had evacuated. 

The fire was so large that the Geostationary 
Operational Environmental Satellite Network West 
Meso Sector saw the smoke from space. The flames 
caused 17 million dollars in inventory loss, becom-
ing one of the most considerable Silicon Valley fires 
in recent years. Additionally, over 100 firefighters 
from 30 units worked to control the fire; fortu-
nately, no one was hurt. The U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives assisted with 
the investigation to discover the cause of the fire.

Gogue reportedly stole from a nearby Bass Pro 
Shop before he attempted to steal from Home Depot 
and afterwards fled to Macy’s to commit more theft. 
The suspect sparked the fire with a mix of lumber, 
paint, and other flammable products from within 
the store. Gogue faces 14 years to life in prison if 
the jury convicts him. Santa Clara County District 
Attorney Jeff Rosen declared that he is “thank-
ful that my office is not prosecuting a multiple 
murder case.”

The blaze spurred mass panic from homes and 
businesses in close range of the embers. A pet 
hospital nearby had to evacuate, and frantic owners 

by Kate Gruetter
Culture Editor

Whether you’re staying in Los Gatos for 
summer break or traveling, all Los Gatos residents 
should know of a few kid and family-friendly local  
summer activities. 

The first and most obvious of these is visiting 
nearby beaches at the end of Highway 17. Capitola 
is one of the most popular destinations, but there 
are others in the Santa Cruz area that are worth 
checking out. The first is Manresa State Beach, a 

popular surf spot boasting a long, sandy beach. New 
Brighton State Beach is another gorgeous location 
offering both miles of coast and campgrounds 
overlooking the bluff. Seacliff State Beach, Four 
Mile Beach, and Natural Bridges State Beach are 
other great local beaches that avoid a majority of 
the chaotic crowds.  

If you’re a parent looking for a recreational 
camp for your kids, or a student looking for an 
informative and close-to-home camp, Los Gatos and 
its surrounding areas offer a variety of recreational 
camps for a variety of ages. Camp Galileo focuses 
on both fun and innovation, combining full-day 
camps with online camps. Los Gatos United Soccer 
Camps are also perfect for future soccer champions, 
and the LGS Recreation website boasts a number of 
outdoor summer opportunities for kids like golf-
ing, gymnastics, and football. Weekly Clubhouse 
Day Camps offer broader all-age fun through LGS 
Recreation. This organization not only provides 
outdoor experience for kids, but also indoor ones, 
promoting Technology, Engineering & Multi Media, 
& Academic Camps. Youth Theater can be found 
through LGS Recreation as well, or through the Los 
Gatos Youth Theater. 

San Jose Home Depot burnsLG hosts Spring Into Green

mark; the longer trail will take you to the Sanborn 
County Park, which also offers hiking trails and a 
gorgeous landscape for family events. 

Gruetter lists summer activities in and near LG

Well-known rock band Pearl Jam played Oracle 
Arena on Thursday, May 12, and Friday, May 13, 
as  part of their rescheduled 2020 tour. Each night, 
their extensive sets featured their hits including 
“Jeremy,” “Alive,” “Yellow Ledbetter,” as well as 
covers such as “Baba O’Riley.” During night one, a 
fan came up from the crowd to play alongside band 
members for “Yellow Ledbetter.” Then, on night 
two, a Bay Area high schooler played the drums for 
“Mind your Manners.” 

Just this March Pearl Jam released their resched-
uled dates, as COVID-19 impacted their initial plans. 
The abridged North America tour dates now span 
from May to September of this year, with their first 
show on May 3 in San Diego. For this segment of the 
tour, Josh Klinghoffer, The Red Hot Chili Peppers’ 
former guitarist, opened the show. Klinghoffer per-
formed “Pluralone,” his personal project as a solo act. 
Concert attendee Los Gatos junior Dylan Johnston 
claimed that Klinghoffer effectively captured the 
crowd regardless of his position as a solo performer. 

Although able to play live shows again, the band 
still faces bumps in the road; drummer Matt Cameron 
called out sick just in time for their Oakland shows. 
For the majority of the songs, Pearl Jam called upon 
Klinghoffer to step in as a replacement. However, on 
the first night of the shows at Oracle Arena, Pearl 
Jam called a member of the crowd up to play along-
side for the closing song of their encore, “Yellow 
Ledbetter.” Another LGHS student, Jack Burgess, 
recounted this moment because it stood out to have 
a crowd member jump into the performance.

Night two, Klinghoffer played the majority of 
the songs once again, but this time 18-year-old 
Bay Area resident Kai Neukermans filled in on 
“Mind your Manners.” Friends who attended night 

one gave Neukermans the heads up that Cameron 
was out, and he should try to contact the band to 
play alongside them. Then, a connection he made 
through playing with his band, The Alive, informed 
him that Pearl Jam was accepting submissions for 
a drummer for Friday night. Neukermans saw this 
during school that Friday, headed to the studio, 
recorded a clip, sent it over, and received a call back 
from the manager of Pearl Jam that he got the spot. 

Neukermans spent the day with band members, 
doing sound checks, and practicing. He performed 
the song for 20,000 people that night, his largest 
crowd yet. With his successful performance with 
Pearl Jam, it is apparent that Neukermans is more 
than prepared for his own gig, with The Alive, at 
Bottle Rock this summer. 

When speaking with Johnston about the con-
cert, he reported that seeing a teen playing was a 
memorable experience. Johnston claimed, “I wish 
that could have been me, or that I had thought to do 
that.” He also said that many older viewers around 
him freaked out at the sight of a kid joining their 
long-standing favorite band. Johnston and Burgess 
were not the only community members in atten-
dance, as many other LGHS students, parents, and 
Los Gatans were drawn to the two memorable shows.

Rock band Pearl Jam plays Oakland’s Oracle Arena
by Alex Evans
Opinion Editor

MATT’S SICK: The drummer fell ill before the shows. JAMMIN’: Pearl Jam wowed the crowd on May 12 and May 13.

Staying in Los Gatos this summer is far from 
the end of the world, and the abundance of oppor-
tunities in the area will keep you and your family 
fulfilled, happy, and active. 
(Sources: Los Gatos Saratoga Recreation Website, 
Google Maps, Camp Galileo)

rushed to reunite with their animals. Employees 
rescued all of the animals, about 60 of them. 
Employee Sam Arshop reportedly secured 13 
dogs in just two minutes and placed them into 
her car, stating, “it happened so fast. It went 
from everything normal to smoke filling up 
[the hospital] and not being able to breathe.” 

E. Bagora E. Bagora 
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HAPPY SPRING: Families celebrated April’s festivities.

Spring Into Green took place in Los Gatos 
downtown, in the park. A family-friendly event, 
Spring Into Green had quite a few activities for 
people of all ages and all interests. Many booths 
focused on water, energy, and plant conservation. 
The West Valley Clean Water Authority promoted 
green water infrastructure, which will help reduce 
pollutants in our water. Similarly, South Bay Clean 
Creeks Coalition also encouraged attendees to sign 
up for trail and river clean ups to keep our natural 
bodies of water free from negative or unnatural 
human activity. The Town of Los Gatos advertised 
their General Plan for 2040 to bring awareness to 
the multiple different aspects of our climate that 
need to be addressed. 

Youth groups also set up booths at the Spring 
Into Green festival, such as the Los Gatos Youth 
Commission and the Los Gatos Boy Scouts Troop 
2. The Los Gatos Youth Commission had set up a 
succulent creation station to advertise their recent 
straw ban. Kamron Emami, a junior at Los Gatos 
High, was integral to the Youth Commission’s 
straw ban. He mentioned, “we really just want 
to eliminate this environmentally-harmful type 
of plastic found in most plastic items, and other 
cities around us have done so already.” The Los 
Gatos Boy Scouts Troop 2 sought out new scouts 
to recruit for their team. Los Gatos Safe Routes to 
School also had a booth directed towards younger 
children, teaching kids how to ride bikes or scoot-
ers safely. Safe Routes also taught kids how to fit 
their helmet properly, and distributed helmets to 
new riders. 

The Los Gatos Farmers’ Market also brightened 
up the Spring Into Green festival. Fresh food stalls 
selling delicious items like crepes and pastries fed 
attendees while live music serenaded them into 
checking out the various booths. Passersby sup-
ported small, local, and environmentally conscious 
businesses while also learning about how to help 
Los Gatos maintain its status as a Tree City, and 
how to improve its environment. 
(Sources: Town Of Los Gatos) 

SUMMER FUN: Be sure to visit Vasona this summer.

K. GruetterK. Gruetter
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SET ABLAZE: Gogue lit the Home Depot on fire.

BEACH DAY: Santa Cruz offers many picturesque beaches.

Additionally, as the roof of the Home 
Depot collapsed, the wind spread embers into 
nearby neighborhoods; San Jose Fire told 45 
people with homes located behind the store to 
evacuate. They also asked residents to shelter 
in place and shut doors and windows to prevent  
smoke inhalation. 
(Sources: KRON4, The Mercury News, NBC, 
KTVU, Patch)
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LOCKED UP: Authorities transferred White to the Donaldson Correctional Facility.
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Correspondents’ Dinner returns after two-year hiatus  
by Senji Torrey
Public Relations Manager

This year’s White House Correspondents’ Dinner featured great 
jokes, great speeches, and a great number of repercussions.

Put simply, this gathering is “  the country’s biggest annual 
celebration of the first amendment of journalism scholarship 
and self-effacing humor.” The annual event took place on 
Apr. 30 for the first time in two years — a hiatus caused by  
the coronavirus pandemic. 

After a hearty dinner, the guests enjoyed several speeches 
from journalists, President Joe Biden, and a final monologue by 
Trevor Noah. ABC News Chief White House Correspondent Cecilia 
Vega presented various journalistic awards to the most outstanding 
writers, photographers, and newspapers for their work over the past 
year. Recipients included ABC News’ Jonathan Karl for his deadline 
reporting on the Jan. 6 Riots, photographer Brendan Smialowski 
of AFP for his documentation of President Biden’s sitdown with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, and the Miami Herald for their 
piece called “Birth and Betrayal.”

Afterward, President Joe Biden delivered a speech filled 
with light-hearted quips about various news organizations and  

journalists. Addressing the concerns around having the event amid 
the pandemic, Biden explained that “everyone had to prove they were 
fully vaccinated and boosted. So if you’re at home watching this and 
you’re wondering how to do that just contact your favorite Fox News 
reporter! They’re all here vaccinated and boosted, all of them.” 

Yes, many Fox News members did attend — and subsequently fer-
vently denied being vaccinated after the event’s close — but somewhat 
paradoxically, those who were not allowed into the event due to their 
unvaccinated status were actually the safest from COVID. As explained 
by host Trevor Noah in his closing monologue, “You guys spent the 
last two years telling everyone the importance of wearing masks and 
avoiding large indoor gatherings. Then the second someone offers 
you a free dinner, you all turn into Joe Rogan.” Ominous words that 
proved to hold true consequences just days later. 

Within a week, reports flooded in about the numerous COVID 
cases among the attendees of the dinner. Secretary of Defense Antony 
Blinken and award recipient Jonathan Karl were among the most 
high-level cases. In a private meeting, Chief Medical Advisor to the 
President Anthony Fauci expressed his displeasure with the dinner, and 
its implications that, as Politico Adam Cancryn stated, “the pandemic 
is effectively over.” 

This year’s White House Correspondents’ Dinner allowed an 
established American tradition to prevail, but at what cost? Many 
political analysts fear that attending this event is as hypocritical 
as Noah and many right-wing individuals have alluded to. Ulti-
mately, only time will tell the true and potentially lasting effects 
of this night.
(Sources: The Hill, Yahoo! Sports, NBC News, AS USA, Vanity Fair, 
Politico, The Boston Globe)

PRESIDENTIAL STAND-UP: Biden cracked several jokes during his speech.

Correctional officer helps inmate escape from prison
by Maya Gomez
Sports Editor

The month of May witnessed an increase in true crime updates, 
anniversaries, and new COVID cases. One notable case that national 
news organizations have featured and headlined over the past month 
is the infamous assisted escape of Alabama inmate Casey White.

On Apr. 29, Vicky White, a correctional officer in Lauderdale County, 
AL, helped inmate Casey White (no relation) flee the county prison. 
CNN journalist Eric Levenson revealed that during the 11-day ordeal 
the two “traveled more than 200 miles through at least four states, 
with tens of thousands of dollars in cash to pay for clothes, wigs, hotel 
rooms and several vehicles in an ultimately futile attempt to throw 
investigators off the chase.” The pair made it all the way to Evansville, 
IN before authorities captured them on May 9. 

Inmates believe that the two were romantically involved and formed 
a relationship in 2020. The court charged Casey, who was serving a 
75-year sentence, with a wide range of crimes including two counts 
of capital murder, attempted murder, and robbery. Vicky worked as 
the assistant director of corrections at the time, and had formed a 
“special relationship” with Casey, in which she arranged for him to be 
given extra food and several privileges that other inmates did not get. 
In the weeks leading up to the escape, Vicky announced retirement 
plans, sold her house, bought men’s clothing at a local department 
store, and purchased an orange 2007 Ford Edge. 
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SCOTUS Roe draft leaked
by Jordan Chan
Editorial Editor

A majority opinion draft, leaked on May 2, 
indicates that the Supreme Court will likely vote 
to overturn the landmark case Roe v. Wade in the 
next few months. This vote would return the right 
to legalize or criminalize abortion to individual state 
governments, ending a half-century of federal legal 
abortion in the United States. NBC News analysis pre-
dicts that 23 states will ban abortion if this decision 
passes, with 13 states having trigger laws in place 
that would ban abortion immediately. Restrictions 
would range from near-total bans to bans after a 
specified number of weeks past conception. 

This leak of Associate Justice Samuel Alito’s 
majority draft from February is unprecedented; 
according to Politico, the media company that first 
published the 98-page document, no other court 
decision has leaked during its pending period “in 
the modern history of the court.” Justice Clarence 
Thomas called the leak an “infidelity” that under-
mines confidence in and within the Supreme Court. 
After confirming the document’s authenticity, Chief 
Justice John Roberts similarly stated, “this was a 
singular and egregious breach of that trust that is 
an affront to the Court and the community of public 

servants who work here,” ordering an investigation 
of the leak. He also clarified that the draft is in no 
way final, although experts postulate that major 
changes to the decision are unlikely.

In this draft, Alito declares that “Roe was egre-
giously wrong from the start,” going on to compare 
the current situation to the overturning of Plessy v. 
Ferguson with Brown v. Board of Education in 1954. 
He argues that the Court should overturn Roe v. 
Wade as well as Planned Parenthood v. Casey, which 
reaffirmed provisions of the former, because they 
are not specifically referenced in the United States 
Constitution nor are they “implicitly protected.” He 
wrote, “The inescapable conclusion is that a right 
to abortion is not deeply rooted in the Nation’s 
history and traditions.” The Republican-appointed 
Justices – Thomas, Neil Gorsuch, Brett Kavanaugh, 
and Amy Coney Barrett – will likely align their 
votes with Alito, while the Democratic-appointed 
Stephen Breyer, Sonia Sotomayor, and Elena Kagan 
may be writing one or more dissents. Chief Justice 
Roberts’ vote is unclear at this time. 

Alito writes in the draft opinion that “nothing 
in this opinion should be understood to cast doubt 
on precedents that do not concern abortion.” 
However, his reasoning has sparked conversation 
about what overturning Roe v. Wade could mean 
for the futures of other landmark decisions, namely 
those granting rights concerning contraception and 
same-sex marriage, which are not explicitly men-
tioned in the Constitution. Some of the principles 
that proponents of Roe v. Wade founded their case 
on are also relevant to cases regarding these rights. 

Days after the leak, the Women’s Health Pro-
tection Act (WHPA), which would have codified 
abortion rights and reaffirmed Roe v. Wade, failed 
to pass in the Senate. This decision came as no 
surprise, with all but one Democrat in favor of the 
WHPA and all Republicans in opposition.
(Sources: Washington Post, Politico, NBC, NPR, 
CNN, NY Times, USA Today, AP)

US unemployment falls
by Jackie King
Editor-in-Chief

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics released a 
statement in late March reporting that United States 
employers created 678,000 jobs in the month of 
February, with the additions spread evenly through-
out industries. Many of the businesses that were 
the most affected by the pandemic — including 
hospitality, leisure, and health care — are show-
ing large increases. The data confirms that if jobs 
continue growing at this rate, the nation could 
reach pre-COVID levels of employment in June, 
a significantly faster recovery compared to the  
2008 financial crisis. 

Many college seniors, including Nissy Obasi 
from the University of Wisconsin-River Falls, used 
this to their advantage by accepting job offers in 
the early months of their final year. As a double 
major in computer science and economics, Obasi 
committed to work for Deutsche Bank in New York 
as an investment analyst back in August 2021. She 
stated, “I’ve had the chance to really enjoy senior 
year without having that on my back,” and encour-
ages students not to be afraid to counter-offer their 
prospective employers. “I feel like negotiation skills, 
not a lot of people have them. So if you’re given an 
offer for 100k, you just take it. You can get that to  
120k and maybe throw something on top.  
You can just negotiate.”

A survey conducted in early spring by the 
National Association of Colleges and Employers 
illustrated that employers plan to increase the 
recruitment of college graduates by 30 percent this 
coming year. According to NPR, this is the “sharpest 
year-to-year increase in at least a decade,” with 
this recruiting season expected to be even more 
successful than previously expected. The Bureau 
of Labor Statistics released more promising news, 
with the unemployment rate falling to 3.8 percent, 
the lowest it’s been post-pandemic. Unemployment 
pre-pandemic was 3.5 percent.

Despite this statistical success, the public has 
not seemed to notice any significant changes. 
A poll from February conducted by Navigator 
Researcher recorded that 35 percent of eligible 
voters think the country is experiencing more job 
losses than usual. Even self-identified Democrats, 
who may have an incentive to view the economy 
as better than it is, do not believe the labor 
market success is as significant as the statistics 
show. Another survey from Gallup reported that a 
notable number of Americans chose to describe the 
economy as “poor” and believe it is only getting 
“worse.” Almost 33 percent of respondents named 
some economic issue to be the most important 
problem facing the country. 

Experts have attempted to explain these 
results in a number of different ways, with media 
coverage focusing more on rising inflation than 
the increasing number of jobs being a common 
explanation. Some think that the public is 
annoyed at the continuation of the  pandemic, 
taking their anger out by criticizing the economy. 
Still, others point to the loss of reliable child care 
for many people, which forces parents (mostly 
mothers) to hold off on returning to previous 
economic activities. 
(Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, NPR)

CLOSING THE GAP: Unemployment is nearing pre-COVID levels. 
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Hotel video footage from a Quality Inn in Florence, AL, where 
she stayed on Apr. 28, shows Vicky positioning the Ford Edge in a 
parking lot about 10 minutes from the prison. Levenson declared 
that on the morning of the escape “at about 9:30 AM, Vicky White 
told another deputy that she planned to take Casey White to a 
mental health evaluation in court and then would seek medical 
attention…In fact, there was no evaluation or hearing scheduled 
that day.” The two abandoned Vicky’s patrol car, heading off in 
the Ford Edge that she left in the parking lot the night before. 

After several days of traveling and abandoning various cars, 
U.S. Marshals released images taken on May 3 of a man they 
thought was Casey White. Captured on an Evansville car wash 
surveillance camera, the footage showed the two swapping cars 
and heading towards a Motel 41, where Evansville Police later 
spotted the vehicle. CNN reported that “Police began to pursue 
the vehicle and the fugitives fled north on US Highway 41 in 
the Cadillac. In the pursuit, Casey White and Vicky White drove 
onto a grassy field and parking lot near Anchor Industries. A 
law enforcement officer rammed a vehicle into the car, flipping 
it onto its side in a ditch.”

When the officers finally reached the car, they discovered that 
Vicky had fired a fatal, self-inflicted gunshot to the head. While 
the police took Casey into custody, Vicky died in the hospital 
from her injuries. Her death was ruled a suicide. Levenson stated, 
“During his arrest, Casey White referred to Vicky White as his 
‘wife’ and said he did not shoot her. They were not believed to 
be married.” Vanderburgh County, Indiana Sheriff Dave Wed-
ding disclosed that four handguns, a semiautomatic rifle, three 
magazines, wigs, and nearly 29 thousand dollars were found in 
the vehicle. 

Following the ordeal, the court charged Casey with escape in 
the first degree and transferred him to the William E. Donaldson 
Correctional Facility in Bessemer, Alabama. 

courtesy flickrcourtesy flickr

BACKLASH: Demonstrators protest against the leaked draft. 
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Explosion in Havana kills 45 and injures over 70 more
by Jordan Chan
Editorial Editor

On May 6, a large explosion in Cuba killed 45 people, injured over 
70 and destroyed one of Cuba’s most important Baptist churches — the 
Calvary Baptist Church — as well as Hotel Saratoga. Both are located 
in Old Havana. Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canal cited the cause of 
the explosion as a gas leak, assuring that while it was a “very unfor-
tunate accident...in no case was it a bomb or an attack.” Although no 
tourists lodged at the hotel during the time of the accident, workers 
were inside preparing the building for its post-pandemic reopening. 
Among the victims were a pregnant woman and a child.

During the accident, concrete chunks, wood, and glass from shat-
tered windows flew into the streets and damaged other structures 
nearby the hotel and church. Clouds of black smoke and dust covered 

the landscape. Most of the outer wall of the hotel was ripped off, and 
multiple floors of the building lay in ruins. A passerby explained, “I 
was walking past when everything went white, and I couldn’t see 
anything.” Another Cuban woman living a block away from the hotel 
described the explosion, stating, “the whole building moved. I thought 
it was an earthquake.” It took multiple days to count the dead and 
locate the victims trapped underneath building debris.

This tragedy negatively impacts Cuba’s already devastated tourism 
industry, which the country relies on for income. In 2021, there were 
67 percent fewer visitors to the island than in 2020, and although 
the Caribbean as a whole saw some restoration in tourism that same 
year, Cuba was mostly closed off to the public. The pandemic’s effects 
on the industry and economy in the country have caused food and 
medicine shortages, power outages, and — subsequently — worsened 
sentiment against the communist government. According to a report 
from US News, the island had hoped that tourism would create four 
percent economic growth in 2022. Furniture factory worker Jiskli 
Aguila said that the explosion “means that less tourists will come 
because of fear…and with the problems in the economy and the state 
of the country, it’s just one thing after another.” 

Since the accident, Cuban government authorities have scheduled 
meetings with church officials on how to restore the Calvary Baptist 
Church, although further damage evaluations are necessary to under-
stand what this restoration will look like. The Havana Historian’s 
Office will oversee the repairs, as the building is a registered historical 
heritage site. Despite the government’s “desire to help as much as 

possible,” Reverend Barbaro Abel Marrero Castellanos, the president 
of the Baptist Convention of Western Cuba, noted, “It’s clear there 
aren’t all the resources needed.”

Hotel Saratoga also requires attention, with around 80 percent of 
the building damaged. It has long been famous for its celebrity guests, 
such as Madonna and Beyonce, and high-ranking government officials 
visiting Cuba often stayed there. It was supposed to reopen for the 
first time since the beginning of the pandemic just four days after 
the accident occurred. A spokesman for the company operating the 
hotel stated that authorities would make decisions on the structure’s 
future after rescue efforts come to a conclusion.
(Sources: CNN, CBS, US News, Reuters, NPR, BBC, The Guardian, AP)

TOURIST ATTRACTION: Old Havana sat pretty before the explosion hit.

Tensions in Russia and Ukraine remain extremly high
by Senji Torrey
Public Relations Manager

Almost three months into the Ukraine-Russia conflict, ten-
sions remain high as outside nations decide how much involve-
ment they are willing to commit to this war.

Russia’s most recent offensive — a plan that aimed to overtake 
the Donbas region in eastern Ukraine — did not fare much better 
than their first, which involved a much more ambitious attempt at 
regime change by taking over the capital city of Kyiv. A milestone 
“Victory Day” on May 9, which commemorates the Russian defeat of 
Nazi Germany, was set to be the day Russian President Vladimir Putin 
announced the success of this Donbas invasion. However, almost a 

month in, Russian troops have reportedly only advanced a few miles 
into the region; one Pentagon member even went as far as to say the 
offensive was “incremental and somewhat anemic.”

Overall, many experts attributed Russia’s struggle to poor logistics 
causing a slow Russian advance, insufficient numbers to gain highly 
contested areas, and a disproportionate level of morale between the 
two sides, among other factors. Despite this seemingly good news for 
Ukraine, Ukrainian forces yielded around 80 percent of the Donbas 
territory during Russia’s first invasion of Kyiv. Thus, a truly decisive 
victory for the defense of Ukraine is something the country can only 
achieve through an offensive move to regain this lost territory.

One of the most consequential effects of this conflict is a stronger 
desire by neighboring countries to join the NATO. Early this month, 
both Finland and Sweden requested approval to join NATO, citing 
security concerns. Ironically, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, which was 
originally put into action to prevent further Western military alliances, 
was the very action that has prompted these two Nordic nations to 
seek Western support. 

Both Finland and Sweden have remained neutral in all military 
conflicts since the Cold War, thus their prospective acceptance into 
NATO could shift the power structure of Eurasia towards the west. 
Unsurprisingly, this potential change evoked a fierce response from 
the Russian government, which has threatened vague “military-
technical” measures.

On May 10, the U.S. House of Representatives passed a package 
to send 40 billion dollars of aid to Ukraine in a quick and decisive 
368-57 vote. The money will be distributed — in descending order of 
monetary allocation — among military security, economic assistance, 

food production assistance, and humanitarian assistance. However, for 
many Republicans, this measure is not advisable; in a tweet, Republican 
Andy Biggs commented,“I oppose Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, but we 
can’t help Ukraine by spending money we don’t have.”

Simply put, there is no resolution in sight for the current conflict. 
On one side, Putin cannot back out no matter how tough the war gets 
for the risk of becoming a national pariah. On the other side, Volodymyr 
Zelensky will not back down because he believes in his obligation to 
defend his country at any cost, and more recently, that Ukraine will 
win the war. Ultimately, this is a war of wills, and there is no way to 
tell when, or if, it will end.
(Sources: Reuters, Vox, AP News, NBC News, BBC News)

Shanghai locks down again Croatia flexes its beauty 
by Lucy Holland
Editor-in-Chief

Situated on the eastern banks of the Adri-
atic Sea, the Balkan country of Croatia winds 
down the coast, creating an idyllic nation of 
endless beaches and over 1,200 islands. Almost 
completely landlocking the country of Bosnia                               
and Herzegovina, the C-shaped country of Croatia     
is chock-full of historic sites, natural parks, and 
breathtaking coastline. Ten percent of the country 
is made up of eight national parks, eleven nature                 
parks, and two nature reserves that stretch 
along the coast and into the mountains. Whether             
you want to traverse through islands and inlets, 
hike to scenic waterfalls, or explore historic            
cities, there is sightseeing in Croatia for everyone. 

The original Croats first arrived in Croatia 
in the sixth century, and the country is still 
around 96 percent ethnic Croats. After hundreds 
of years of self-rule, the Croats assimilated into 
the Hungarian Empire in the late 11th Century. 
Due to fears of a takeover from the Ottoman 
Empire, the Croatian government elected Archduke                                                               
Franz Ferdinand I to rule over Croatia. Then, 
in 1918, Croatia, alongside other Balkan coun-
tries, formed the Kingdom of Yugoslavia. After                  
a bloody World War I and II, and the creation 
of a Socialist Republic of Yugoslavia, the War 
of Independence broke out across the Balkans, 
leading to the creation of the separate countries 
we see today.

Many of the large cities in Croatia seem to 
transport visitors back in time. The walled city 
of Dubrovnik was an independent state until 
the 18th Century and is designated as a UNESCO 
World Heritage site. The longest complete fortress 
system in Europe, the Walls of Ston, lie just a 
few miles north of Dubrovnik and serve to pro-
tect the cities of Ston and Malli Ston, as well as 
the salt pans that produce the rumored “purest 
salt in the Mediterranean.” Seemingly trans-

planted from Italy just a few miles west, the Pula                                                        
Amphitheater, located on the northern coast                                       
of the country is a relic of Roman dominance of   
the Mediterranean. 

As mentioned above, more than ten percent of 
the country is made up of national parks, ranging 
from mountainous to coastal. Consisting of over 
140 uninhabited islands, Kornati National Park is 
home to some of the best sailing in the world. Up 
North towards Pula, the Brijuni Islands National 
Park is home to dozens of islands that were all once 
conquered by the Greeks, Austrians, and Venetians, 
boasting a variety of historical sites on numer-
ous islands. Further inland lies the Plitvice Lakes 
National Park and its breathtaking, picturesque 
lakes, waterfalls, and wooden pathways. If you get 
tired of nature or history, just make your way to one 
of the numerous seaside swimming pools to catch a 
game of Croatia’s National sport, water polo. 

No matter what you like to see, Croatia has 
got a destination for you. Proclaimed by Alfred 
Hitchcock to be home to the most beautiful sunsets 
in the world, the sights and sounds of Croatia are 
second to none. 
(Sources: Touropia, Nave Travel, Rick Steves, Travel 
+ Leisure, Ducksters, History Hit)

BEAUTIFUL SCENERY: Viewers capture a picture of Croatia.

HOP OVER: A Ukrainian soldier climbs over a damaged war machine. STAYING WARM: Ukrainian civilians gather around a warm fire for food.

POPULAR PLACE: The Hotel Saratoga and Church stand tall in downtown.

by Ella Marufo
National/World Editor

After weeks of China’s harsh lockdown as a result 
of the country’s  “zero-COVID policy,” it seemed that 
restrictions and policing slowed as infection rates 
in the country and the world declined. However, 
the lockdown has entered its sixth consecutive 
week and restrictions are once again tightening 
upon 373 million frustrated, uneasy, and anxious 
Chinese residents in big cities like Shanghai, Beijing, 
and Wuhan. 

Despite the country reporting its lowest COVID 
rates during the period of the lockdown that began 
six weeks ago, the government seems to have no 
intention of removing the quarantine order. Stores 
are closed, residents are ordered to stay inside with 
no exceptions, and deliveries to homes have stopped. 
As a result of shops being forced to close, millions 
have lost their jobs — many of these people being 
migrant workers and recent college graduates. One 
man interviewed by the New York Times, Zeng Jialin, 
was expected to be released and able to go back 
to his job in Shanghai at an autoshop factory. His 
release was prevented, however, after someone in his 
isolation group tested positive. “I have three kids, in 
college, middle school, and elementary school. The 
pressure is huge… I also owe money to the bank, 
so I’m very anxious.”

China’s lockdown decision creates new problems 
that were not as prevalent beforehand. For example, 
Premier Li Keqiang noted the severe economic impact 
of the lockdown, with unemployment in 31 different 
cities at a record high. China’s economic downturn 
has also created a ripple effect in the rest of the 
world, causing supply chain shortages while stalling 
import and export trade.  

The public is at its wits’ end with the lockdown as 
tensions and frustrations rise. One Weibo (a Chinese 
blogger site) user commented, “Those who want 
to flee from China are scared that people’s rights                                                 
and dignity are nothing in the face of the govern-

ment’s absolute power.” Daily videos on the social 
media application TikTok depict the lives of those 
trapped in their homes in areas like Shanghai and 
Wuhan. The lockdown has ruined people men-
tally and emotionally, and with many unable to 
feed their families, some people are questioning 
whether or not staying in the country is worth 
it. An entrepreneur named Liu Yun with the Wall 
Street Journal noted that “more elites will start 
reevaluating their relationship with the city and 
this country.”

The government has been quick to put a stop 
to online chatter about the lockdown, whether it 
be videos of people protesting or simple comments 
regarding the decisions made to deal with the virus. 
According to the Wall Street Journal, two men 
who shared a video about the Shanghai lockdown 
were soon investigated by the police because of 
suspected spread of false information. As time 
goes on, it seems that more and more people are 
expressing their frustrations with the government 
through social media.
(Sources: CNN, Quartz, Time Magazine, NY Times, 
Bloomberg, Wall Street Journal, Associated Press)

KEEP CLEAR: Residents of Shanghai shopping at a market.
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Nothing matters — do whatever you want. Take hard classes, 
believe in Santa Claus, try out pole vaulting, perform a concert 
for your stuffed animals. Everyone will forget what happened in 
approximately five minutes, so just go for it. Ask for forgiveness, 
not for permission; don’t waste time wishing you could go back 
and change something. Laugh at yourself, hang out with your 
parents, do donuts in the lower lot, build pillow forts, or 
drive down Main Street blasting music. But, just 

Looking back on my high school 
career, there are many moments that 
I wish I could take back. Honestly, half of the 
decisions I made in the past four years are very 
questionable. So, with all my infinite wisdom, I 
get to impart advice to you! Before your senior 
year, please, for the love of god, learn how to park 
in the Senior Lot. In the first three weeks of school, 
I think we saw upwards of seven broken lights, six bumped 

You want the short takes? Bully the freshmen (for character 
development). Always tip well. Go on walks. Avoid passive voice. Floss 
and mouthwash, change your sheets, launder your underwear. Turn 
in homework late sometimes in the name of getting dinner with a 
friend. Do something you always said was the opposite of who you are.

This stuff isn’t easy, and that’s probably the most reassuring thing 
I can tell you. Appreciate that life is inconstant — say thanks to your 
friends and your environment for whom they have made you, and say 
goodbye when you need to determine yourself. The U.S. might not  

The advice I will bestow onto my four faithful readers is not to 
expect people to accommodate your every need. I understand that 
this is harsh, but it isn’t fair to expect to get whatever you want 
from students going through the same thing you are going through, 
teachers who have their own struggles, and admin who cannot 
seem to help atm. High school isn’t built to revolve around any one 
student; I know, harsh again, but it’s high school — you’re not a 
Trojan anymore. If nothing else, just realize that everyone has their 
own situation that may prevent them from helping; it doesn’t always 
mean that this individual has a personal vendetta towards you, 
sometimes, they simply have something else going on. Senjbob out.

Looking back on high school, I can’t say that 
my journey has been anything like High School 
Musical, and let me tell you, I’m very salty 
about it! My biggest advice to you while 
you’re at LGHS is to let loose. Do what 
you want because at the end of the 
day, you are the one who has to deal 
with the consequences. Grow by check-
ing out new things, don’t be afraid to 
leave your comfort zone or friend group;  
I know it’s scary, but I promise better and 
more fulfilling things are waiting for you. 

My high school experience was filled with highs and lows, suc-
cesses and challenges — however, the biggest challenge I’ve faced 
is none other than the senior parking lot. As one who has battled 
the after-school chaos every day this year, I hope to provide the 
next generation of road ragers with some advice. First, if possible, 
get a small car. Parking large vehicles is an absolute nightmare. 

Don’t do it. Secondly, get to school early. Why should you get 
to school at a ripe 7:50 AM? I’m glad you 

asked. While it may seem unnec-
essary, getting to school before the 

sun is fully up allows you to pull through 

My freshman year of high school wasn’t 
always the best experience, and it boils down to 

one thing: my unwillingness to break out of my comfort 
zone. I was uncomfortable being surrounded by so many new 

people and was honestly a little intimidated by the whole “high 
school experience” in general. I thankfully broke out of that — and 
I wish I’d done so sooner, because there are so many great people 
and opportunities here. 

So here’s my advice to you: do the things that you wouldn’t 
normally do. Talk to new people. Explore different electives and 
extracurriculars. Throw all preconceptions you have of high school 

I guess my first piece of advice is don’t go to high school during 
a pandemic. I feel like that’s pretty easy advice to follow. My second 
piece of advice is that literally nothing matters. None of it. There are 
fleeting moments of clarity where you feel happy or sad or nothing 
at all, but, again, these moments are fleeting. Now, this may seem 
super dark and existential, but what I mean by pointing out that 
nothing matters is that you should feel free to do what you want. 

My third piece of advice is that you should be prepared for 
people to be really awful. Teenagers suck and high 

schoolers are mean. Be mentally ready to be dis-
appointed by everyone, and maybe it won’t hurt 

Remember to be grateful. For 
California, for the sun, the ground, the 

air. Life itself. Then live like it. Believe 
you’re better than everyone else. But don’t 

act like it. Be brave enough to be kind. Cry. 
Play Mario Kart. Listen to that one pop 
song that everyone hates because you like 
it. Watch vlogbrothers. Do your homework 

because you like it. Gaslight yourself. You 
have a digital footprint. Create multiple passwords. 

Jackie King

Lucy Holland

Sophie Sullivan

Sonali Muthukrishnan

Senji Torrey

Nathan Chen

Alia Arafeh

Matthew Fehr

Marissa Hein

If you’re unhappy, it does not have to stay that way: it doesn’t 
matter the amount of AP classes you force yourself through, the 
number of colleges you apply to, and the myriad of sports and clubs 
you make your lifestyle. Break the rules (within reason) and establish 
your own values and goals. Do not simply adopt the opinions of those 
around you. The people around you will change in four years, but 
you’re going to be stuck with yourself forever, so figure out what 
matters. But don’t take high school too seriously. All is well. Just 
don’t hit someone in the senior lot. Emmy Morley

It may seem like everything boils down to high school, but you are just playing 
the long game, so don’t rush through it. Take classes you want to take, figure out 
what your interests are, and find your home on campus. Don’t base your value of 
yourself on how others perceive you. I know it is easier said than done, but by the 
time you’re a senior you will figure it out. High school is just a pit stop in your life, 
so make it as good as you can. Trust yourself, it will all work out in the end. There are a 
plethora of beautiful things you are going to achieve here and beyond, so take a deep breath and jump 
on the crazy bandwagon that is LGHS. 

fourth and final piece of advice is, ironically, don’t take anyone else’s advice. 
No one has the same point of view as you do, and you can’t go that far in 

life until you experience things yourself and develop your own opinion. 
Just be autonomous and take control of your own life. Nuff said.

out the window and loosen up. Not only will you find yourself enjoying your time here more, but you 
might even discover what you want to pursue after you graduate. I know it’s easier said than done, 
especially if you’re introverted like I was, but you’ll thank yourself down the line. High school goes by 
in the blink of an eye. Make the most of it.

graphics N. Chen and B. Gibson

the best advice from 
their time at LGHS.

have the highest life expectancy, but by this metric, your time here is only five percent of 
your life. Make it 100 percent lit. 

a parking spot rather than back in. Don’t back in. Nobody thinks you’re cooler for doing 
it, so just make your life easier by pulling through.

remember the wise words of John Wayne — “Life is hard, but it is harder if 
you’re stupid” — stay in school kids. 

Make them funny and chuckle inside (or out loud) every  time you type it. Laugh like nobody 
cares because nobody will. Life is a representation of what you believe about it. So make it good. 
Because you can.

bumpers, and a multitude of scrapped-up paint. We are blessed to have literally the WORST parking lot 
in the history of the world, so you’ve got to make a little extra effort to learn how to maneuver your car 
into the smallest spaces known to man. 

If I had advice of any real substance, I would advise 
that balance is an especially useful tool easily applied in 
all aspects of life. With that said, balance is not so readily 
accomplished and I confess it’s something I struggle to 
obtain. In my 13 years of required education, I’ve learned 
that it’s possible to possess the determination to always 
persevere and simultaneously accept the all too scary notion 
that I don’t have all the answers right now, and that I may 
never have them, and that is okay. While self-criticism has 
proved helpful to a point, I grew, learned, and achieved the 
most when I was patient with myself. A little introspection 
truly goes a long way.

Jenna Roselli



by Sonali Muthukrishnan, Nathan Chen, and 
Jenna Roselli
Editor-in-Chief, Graphics Editor, and Public  
Relations Manager

As seniors wrap up the college process and a 
new class of juniors start looking into post-high 
school life, one thing is abundantly clear: The LGHS 
administration needs to provide better resources to 
aid high schoolers as they prepare for their futures. 
To alleviate the stress of students and redistribute 
the overwhelming workload of current guidance 
and college counselors, LGHS must expand its staff, 
introduce the college application process sooner, 
and implement a clearer organizational system to 
navigate future plans. Such amendments to the 
current process will improve relations between 
students and counselors, better promote existing 
resources, and help 
faculty keep up 
with the growing 
spectrum of post-
high school plans 
in which students 
are interested. 
While we appreciate 
the many resources 
LGHS offers to stu-
dents, there is room 
for improvement.

First of all, LGHS 
must integrate more 
college and future 
planning through-
out the four years of 
high school. The lack 
of college advisory 
opportunities before 
the end of junior 
year is a fundamental 
issue. With fewer than 
four years to decide on a 
career path, students have a dif-
ficult time finding exactly what 
they want to pursue. Beyond 
that, students who choose a path other than a 
four-year university have limited time to examine 
all their options. The college process is difficult 
and extremely lengthy, and giving LGHS students 
more time to prepare for and learn about applica-
tions and alternatives will benefit them in the  
long run. 
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While LGHS begins its advisory process by 
implementing a four-year planning document 
freshman year, preparation for future plans 
should extend beyond this limited spreadsheet.  
Students should have the opportunity to learn 
more about what options wait for them beyond 
high school. While it might be overwhelming at 
the time, the college process is strenuous no matter 
what, so introducing future planning at the start 
of freshman year would only help students out in 
the long run. By integrating preparation for the 
college process into all four years of high school, 
LGHS students won’t feel as shocked and crunched 
for time when it comes time to start figuring out 
post-high school plans.

LGHS must also implement more workshops 
for underclassmen to aid in the prepara-

tion for college applications and 
career choices, demystifying the 
process and giving students time to 
figure out what they want. School-

sponsored events such as 
Job Shadow Day 
and job fairs are 
pivotal in helping 
students discern 
their future path, 
but these programs 
faded away during 
the pandemic. The 
Guidance team hopes 
to restart these events 
soon, but even if they 
reappear as is, there is 
room for improvement. 
Transforming once-a-
year opportunities into 
casual events through-
out the year, offered 
and encouraged for any 
student in any grade to 
participate in, would 
more widely inform stu-
dents about post-high 

school possibilities. LGHS could invite various 
professionals throughout the year to discuss their 
career paths. More informational sessions from col-
lege counselors and individuals knowledgeable in 
specialized programs would help future seniors find 
their place at a college or future job. Most impor-
tantly, there needs to be a centralized website or 

page that keeps track of all career or college events 
so students know about the available resources.

The staff at our high school need more support in 
this process as well. LGHS guidance counselors make 
up a crucial part of students’ preparation for after 
their high school plans. Rory McKee, one of the high 
school counselors, explained that the process “just 
needs to be a little more organized.” The addition 
of new staff could greatly aid in this process. At 
the time of publication, LGHS has just six guidance 
counselors, meaning that the student to counselor 
ratio is around 
400 students 
per counselor. 
Guidance coun-
selor KC Cochran 
explained that Los 
Gatos High School 
counselors have about 
“80 to 90 more kids 
per counselor than at 
Saratoga High School.” 
With the number of rec-
ommendation letters 
each has to write and 
the difficulty of helping 
students navigate the college process, 
LGHS counselors deserve more support. McKee 
explained, “theoretically, I would [write recom-
mendation letters] during my workday here. But 
there’s just so many random things that come up 
like student emergencies or meetings that it doesn’t 
lend itself to being able to concentrate and write a 
really good letter of recommendation. So I usually 
do that after hours or on the weekends.” The LGHS 
administration pitches in as well, as McKee shared 
that they take over writing some of the recommenda-
tion letters to aid the guidance team, but it is clear 
that more help is necessary. 

In addition, Marie Rector, the sole LGHS col-
lege counselor, feels that another college counselor 
would help balance the workload that a graduating 
class of approximately 532 seniors creates. Rector 
can only meet with students twice in their high 
school careers, with no freshman or sophomore 
visits available to the student body. Rector spoke 
about the finite amount of walk-ins allowed and 
the difficulty of turning down students looking 
for extra support. Disha Chauhan, a senior going 
to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology next 
year, mentioned a desire for additional support 

from school college counselors. She said, “I think it 
would just be best to get more people like [Rector] 
so that students feel more comfortable relying on 
the school for help. Other than that, I think that 
trying to help students find internships or other 
activity opportunities would be a plus.”

Moreover, our high school is inadequately 
equipped to assist students who want to go into 
special programs that require applicants to submit 
specific information and forms such as portfolios. 
Students applying to performing arts, architec-

ture, and art majors go through 
an even lengthier and more 
complicated application pro-
cess, since such programs 
typically require students 
to compile a comprehensive 
portfolio of their work. 
Senior Lily Schiff, who 
applied to design, 
architecture,  and 
architectural design 
majors, explained 
t h a t  “ pu t t i ng 
together a portfo-

lio in addition to regular college 
essays definitely ended up taking a 

lot more time.” Recruiting more counselors with 
specific knowledge relative to majors and career 
paths that require a lengthier application process 
would diversify current resources and better orga-
nize any additional steps students need to take to 
achieve their after high school plans. When such 
resources are unavailable through the school, 
the same guidance that could be free comes at a 
steep cost. Still, many students find that outside 
guidance is crucial and invest in a private college 
counselor. However, not all students have the means, 
money, or time to access additional resources on 
their own. We can easily remedy this unsatisfied 
demand through hiring more staff with varied  
knowledge pertaining to multiple career pursuits. 
Broadening the aid available makes it possible for 
the administration to provide such guidance and 
information earlier. 

With more students and staff well-informed 
about what specific career pathways require and a 
better organized system dedicated to navigating the 
college application process, LGHS students will be 
better equipped to make a well-informed decision 
in which they are confident. 
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by Matthew Fehr
National/World Editor

As I look back on my time at LGHS, I can 
pinpoint only a few aspects of the experience 
that made these four years enjoyable, most 
principally my two seasons on the 
school soccer team. The elation 
I derived from winning was an 
amazing feeling, but what 
lasted longer — through-

out the season and beyond — was the camaraderie 
between players and peers.

Going into sophomore year, to be totally 
honest, I was lonely. After a freshman year that 
I felt I escaped by the skin of my teeth, another 
full year seemed taxing, if not impractical. Aca-
demics presented their own challenges — taking 
my first AP class, dealing with Mr. Bollhorst’s 
strict grading scale, and joining this journalism 
class — but more than anything, I was struggling 
to make friends. I know, childish. It’s like I needed 
adult supervision to help me socialize, but I 
would have unashamedly appreciated some 
help during this time.

Torrey argues that LGHS students should join sports 
This helping hand came in the form of playing soccer for the 

school. I decided to join the team solely for P.E. credits, but I also 
really wanted to be on the Varsity team, mainly because my team-
mates from my club team were on the higher squad. When I found 
out I was on JV, I immediately began to internally and externally 

reason with myself, telling myself and others that my 
height was the only thing keeping me 

from playing on Varsity. 
While trying to work through 
this thought process, I went to 

my first JV practice deter-
mined to do one thing: be 
the best. While this might 
seem like a good mindset, 
my interpretation of doing 
so left no room for error, 
rest, or fun. I thought if 
I could one-up my team-
mates, I could gain some 

retribution, some solace. 
Not a week of practice 

went by before I realized that, 
despite my internal pro-

test, I was enjoying 
myself. I was smil-

ing and laughing, but not because I had scored the most goals; rather, 
I was deriving the most happiness from my contributions to the team’s 
success through passes, assists, and, yes, the occasional goal. I slowly 
began to shed my disdain and embarrassment of being on JV, simply 
because it didn’t matter. I realized that I was going to gain so much 
less by isolating myself as the best, and so much more by being a part 
of the team. 

Everybody has their own problems, and I don’t expect that mine match 
anyone else’s perfectly. However, I’m willing to bet that a good portion 
of underclassmen feels like the odd one out, or simply a bit lonely in 
this new environment.

So here’s my advice: try out for a sport. Don’t worry if you are 
not “the best” or even if you don’t think you are good enough, just 
try. Because if you do, inside jokes from the field, court, or water 
become inside jokes in the classroom. The celebration and good vibes 
of a big win pour over into English class. Most importantly, the unspo-
ken bond created by sweating and fighting towards a common goal 
becomes the all-important “Hey, what’s up” in the hallways, conversa-
tions about the next big test, and maybe even a budding friendship.

At the start of this article, I said that playing LGHS soccer made my 
time here enjoyable. But that’s not completely true, it has made these 
years unfathomably special. It is something, perhaps the one thing, that 
I will truly cherish, look back on with absolute gratitude, and miss. So for 
that, I am grateful. Thank you to every one of my teammates, coaches, 
and everybody else that made my high school experience memorable.

by Senji Torrey
Public Relations Manager

The day I wrote 
this article, it was my 
birthday. I had cried 
six separate times 
already by 1:22 PM. I 
cried when my friend 
texted me “I’m fall-
ing asleep now but I’m 

gonna wish u happy birthday anyways bc I 
won’t be able to say it at 12.” I cried when 
my sister said “Happy birthday baeee love 
you,” and I cried when my other friend 
said “you’re 17!!!!” with a sickening 
amount of emojis. I cried reading the 
letter I wrote to myself six years 
ago that I open every year on 
my birthday. I’ve cried at every 
single card I’ve opened today! 
While it can be a drag to feel 
so somber on this special day, 
I can confidently say that it is 
okay to cry on your birthday. 

Whenever I tell people that 
I always cry on my birthday, they 
look at me so sadly and sympatheti-
cally, and tell me “Cara, don’t cry, 
it’s a happy day, don’t be sad!” 
And don’t get me wrong, I don’t 
ENJOY crying on my birthday; how-
ever, I also don’t hate myself for it. Crying is 
healthy. Our society too often enforces bottling 
up emotions and shying away from vulnerabil-
ity, and this is creating generations of people 
who are unable to process and express their 
emotions in a healthy way.

It’s important to recognize that birthdays 
ARE sad. They are a celebration of life in a bit-

by Cara Davidson
Center Editor

Let’s talk about the 
Supreme Court. As a teen-
ager who hopes to pursue 
law, I cannot overempha-
size how deeply unim-
pressed I am. Not only 
has the Supreme Court 
made assertions that it 

will take away rights from millions of American 
women, it has also failed to hold itself accountable 
to basic federal laws that protect the sanctity of 
the age-old institution. 

The Supreme Court has become a political stage 
for Congress and the Executive Branch, 
a far cry from what its founders 
intended. The highest court in the 
land is supposed to be the voice of 
the people; currently, that could 
not be farther from the truth. Such 
divergence from the majority of 
Americans’ beliefs will lead to a 
loss of the Court’s credibility if 
we continue down this path. Our 
Supreme Court should not be this political — it 
was not built to be, and the Court’s decline into 
partisanship is extremely troubling. 

First of all, the Court is not supposed to deny 
citizens their rights, as Federalist Paper 78 states. 
The Supreme Court was uniquely designed to protect 
the rights of the people, not to take them away. 
Demolishing the precedent of Roe v. Wade, which 
courts have sustained through a number of cases 
including Planned Parenthood v. Casey, defeats the 
purpose of the highest court along purely partisan 
lines. The legal principle of stare decisis, or the idea 
that precedent should be respected, is at stake with 
the leak of a Supreme Court brief that overturns 

SCOTUS disappoints USA
by Sonali Muthukrishnan
Editor-in-Chief

Roe v. Wade. The justices are ignoring decades-
old legal principles, but more than that they are 
abusing the Court’s power by taking away rights, 
something the founders were vehemently against. 

Additionally, a 2021 study from the Pew 
Research Center found that 59 percent of Americans 
support the right to abortion. The Supreme Court is 
supposed to be the voice of the people, deriving its 
power from the public’s regard for the institution. 
The Court’s legitimacy is at stake if it strikes down 
Roe v. Wade. The point of the Supreme Court is to 
support the people and make decisions that are the 
best for them, but at the moment we have justices 
who are so enraptured in their own ideology they 
no longer care about the legal principles that built 

the Court from the ground up. 
The Supreme Court’s life tenure is 

supposed to free judges from politi-
cal pressure, yet these justices seem 
determined to uphold the Republican 
Party’s platform. Supreme Court jus-
tices are supposed to be the most 

ethical people in our society, how-
ever, in the past month they have 
shown us that they are not even 

capable of governing themselves. Associate Justice 
Clarence Thomas actually violated a federal law, fail-
ing to recuse himself from a 2020 election-related 
case where his spouse had an “interest that could 
be substantially affected by the outcome,” as the 
law states. 

The Supreme Court’s future is at stake because 
of irresponsible choices made by individuals who 
show a blatant disregard for the people they swore 
to protect. We must hold our Supreme Court justices 
responsible for the decisions they are making because, 
clearly, they will not hold themselves accountable. 
(Sources: Federalist Paper 78, Politico, Pew Research 
Center, SupremeCourt.gov)

Cry when it is your b-day
tersweet way. As high school students near adult-
hood, birthdays become more and more difficult 
to process. Not being a child anymore is a tough 
pill to swallow. It’s not easy to accept that you are 
no longer a kid and will soon have to figure out 
literally everything for yourself. Looking back on 
memories and watching as the birthdays get less 
and less exciting, only for them to blend into one 
“How old am I again?” is a difficult cycle to watch 
and go through. 

Take it from someone who refuses to grow up: 
you must accept that life is fluid. Initially, I was 

going to preach and patronize you with “change 
is healthy and good” aphorisms that I don’t 

believe, but I simply can’t claim that I’ve 
embraced change when I have not. I’m 

not going to sit here and tell you that 
change is good when I obviously 

can’t really grasp that for 
myself, but I will tell 
you that change is pres-
ent. Simply being aware 
that you are growing is 

growth in itself, and it’s 
important to recognize that 

your life is malleable. You can 
change for the better or for the 
worse, but you will change. 
It’s inevitable, and we must 

not ignore it. Shying away from 
change doesn’t prevent it from happen-

ing, it just blinds you from what’s really going on. 
 I’m an overthinker who lingers a little too long 

on the brevity of life, and I am a defiant child. 
But, I am aware of change. Crying on your birthday 
isn’t a sign of weakness, but rather a signal that 
you’ve accepted change in an unfortunately sad 
and healthy way. Enforce vulnerability. Cry on 
your birthday.  

Fehr explains why billionaire Musk is not a good person
It’s easy to look at Elon Musk and see only 

what he wants you to: a down-to-earth, innova-
tive genius with a relatable (if often objection-
able) personality. His Twitter account, which 
has over 90 million followers, is full of memes 
and edgy political commen-
tary that seem like nothing 
more than Musk poking fun 

at today’s political climate. He’s done a masterful job at 
tricking tons of people into believing that he’s “just like us.” 
That’s a problem. The degree of reverence some people have 
for this man is concerning and misplaced. When the richest person 
in the world tries so hard to make himself seem like an Everyman, 
there’s a good chance that he’s overcompensating to distract from 
some pretty major character flaws. And wouldn’t you know it, that’s 
exactly what he’s doing.

My first point of contention: he’s a fairly vocal opponent of 
unions, which is an immediate red flag for a businessman. Accord-
ing to Business Insider, Musk employs over 100,000 people at Tesla 
and SpaceX alone — yet Tesla remains the only American auto 
manufacturer without a union. When Musk actively fights against 

organization attempts at his companies, that’s cause for concern, 
especially when employees filed unfair labor practice charges against 
Tesla with the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) . The New York 
Times reported that Tesla fired Richard Ortiz for involvement in union 
organizing, “including distributing leaflets in the parking lot of the 
company’s plant in Fremont, CA.” in 2017. Tesla warned another 
employee for sending screenshots to Ortiz that he later posted on an 

internal company platform on Facebook. The NLRB later ordered 
Tesla to reinstate Ortiz in 2019 and provide him back 

pay —  a decision that was upheld in May of last 
year — and found that the warning issued 
to the other employee was illegal. In 2018, 
Musk threatened his employees again by send-

ing a tweet threatening to withhold their stock 
options if they were to unionize, and just last November, 

Musk criticized the United Auto Workers union for supposedly 
“fighting for their right to steal money from workers.” None of 

that is a good look for Mr. Musk.
The idea that Musk somehow created all of his fortune from noth-

ing is also incorrect. He was born into a wealthy South African family 
in 1971. His mom was a model and his dad was an electromechanical 
engineer. He moved to Canada when he was 17 to avoid South Africa’s 
mandatory military conscription and studied at Queen’s University. 

It is true that he’s expanded his wealth significantly over his life, 
but it is incorrect to say that he came from nothing. Musk’s father 
even said once that “we had so much money at times we couldn’t 
even close our safe.” Even Musk’s first company, Zip2, only got off 
the ground because of funding from angel investors — individuals 
who fund startups in exchange for ownership equity or convertible 
debt. He wasn’t even the founder of Tesla or PayPal, contrary to 
popular belief, and while he did start X.com — the digital payment 
company that eventually merged with Confinity to form PayPal — 
he was ousted from his position as CEO by the company’s board the 
same year as the merger over business disagreements. 

Musk has faced criticism over a litany of other issues through-
out his career. Allegations of “rampant racial discrimination, 
sexual harassment and unsafe practices” certainly don’t do him 
any favors. Medical staff are apparently not even allowed to call 
911 if workers get hurt unless the injury is so serious that it is 
necessary. His Twitter feed is full of offensive jokes (unsurprising 
upon learning that he twice violated a Securities and Exchange 
Commission order requiring lawyers at Tesla to approve his tweets 
before he posts them) and he comes across as generally unlikeable 
and condescending more often than not. Enough said.
(Sources: Business Insider, NY Times, NPR, The Center for Investiga-
tive Reporting, The Wall Street Journal)
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by Jordan Chan
Editorial Editor

We live in an age in 
which everything seems 
to be on the internet. 
The internet lets us con-
nect with people across 
the globe, and it holds 
a vast array of informa-
tion — some good and 

some bad. Thus, naturally, the internet also holds 
an endless amount of entertainment value, espe-
cially for young people, and the pandemic has 
only strengthened our dependence on screens. 
I’m not one to preach about our generation and 
its “screen-agers,” but I do think that this age of 
technology poses risks to the 
data and privacy of young 
people that older genera-
tions lack an understanding 
of. Elementary and middle 
schools should incorporate 
comprehensive lessons on 
internet safety and cyberse-
curity into their curricula to 
protect the data and privacy 
of kids. 

Throughout the course 
of kids’ childhoods, they 
learn that certain behav-
iors are just “common 
sense.” Look two ways 
before crossing a street. Don’t talk to strangers. We 
drill sentiments like these into the minds of young 
people, but we forget that common sense online 
behavior is equally important. A major issue that is 
under-discussed in schools and homes is that picking 
up on internet danger is more difficult than picking 
up on physical ones, and many kids spend a large 
portion of their day in the non-physical world; in 
2019 CNN reported computer use of over seven hours 
per day for kids — not including online school work. 
Considering these hours, educators do not spend 
nearly enough time talking about online dangers.   

Furthermore, we should support initiatives that 
improve upon online safety lessons that schools 
have already implemented. In this way, we can 
ensure our education system transforms alongside 
the online sphere. Semi-anonymous chat rooms like 
Discord have become extremely popular amongst 
young people in the past decade, especially for 
making or talking to online friends, but this also 
means sites like these are hotspots for cyberbul-
lying, predatory behavior, inappropriate sexual 
content, and identity theft. Generalized lessons 
on cyber-safety might touch on topics like creating 
secure passwords and protecting personal informa-
tion, but they do not adequately warn young people 
against more recent online developments that pose 
a risk to their safety.

Some may argue that the 
solution to this issue is simply 
to limit young people’s access 
to and use of the internet. 
While this solution may cer-
tainly seem effective, it is 
unreasonable to assume that 
such a limitation is a possibil-
ity; not only is technology 
used in most childrens’ homes, 
but it has also become an 
integral part of the educa-
tional landscape over the 
past few years. Accord-
ing to an article from the 
Washington Post, school 

systems from “coast to coast have spent millions of 
dollars on initiatives aimed at putting computers 
or tablets in the hands of every student, sometimes 
as early as kindergarten.” Many educators argue 
that computers are necessary to develop child-
rens’ skills and keep up with the improvements 
to education across the country. The debate over 
whether or not devices aid academic achievement 
or harm students’ health in general is certainly 
important, but for now, it is imperative that we 
protect kids’ safety regardless of their screen time.                                                                   
(Sources: CNN, Washington Post)

by Kate Gruetter and Bridie Beamish 
Culture Editor and Media Production Editor 

Throughout Johnny Depp’s 50 million 
dollar defamation trial against Amber Heard, 
the internet, specifically social media, has 
taken sides. Popular platforms like TikTok, 
Instagram, and Snapchat spread updates and 
information on the trial, as well as feature 
videos explaining whose side a creator is 
on and why. Creators glorified Depp on 
these platforms as someone unable to do 
wrong, as well as infantilized Depp as an  
innocent victim. 

Abuse and defamation are not to be toler-
ated and justice should be served, that much 
is clear. But due to the publicized and popu-
larized nature of this case, it seems a need 
to take sides and make claims on a personal 

incident of which full details will never be known has marred the main 
point of this case. Rather than focusing on supporting and bringing 
awareness to male victims of domestic violence, people are picking 
favorites and spreading biased information on a devastating case. Making 
TikTok edits of Depp’s humor and villainizing Heard will not bring Depp 
the justice that people claim they are fighting for.   

 Comments and videos deeming Johnny Depp a “poor baby” infan-
tilize a grown man working through a serious trial, and ultimately look 
over the toxic nature of Depp and Heard’s relationship that the trial 
has revealed thus far. Videos and posts on social media platforms have 
deemed him innocent, and as “doing no wrong.” However, evidence 
shown in the courtroom has revealed Depp’s 
graphic and vulgar texts with friend and actor 
Paul Bettany, claiming he would burn Heard’s 
body and then rape her corpse to ensure she 
was dead. Even though Depp is a victim 
of abuse, comments about his innocence 
and “poor soul,” overlook his immoral 
and unjust actions. As an adult, Depp 
has control over his own actions 
and needs to be treated as such. 
While he does deserve justice, it is 
important not to generalize this case 
and its details; this leads 
to misinformation 
and creates stigma 
around abuse. 
Infantilization 
of a grown man 
does just that. 

By glorifying Depp and portraying him as a witty, charming, and 
attractive man while he speaks in court is wrong. Abusers will drive 
each other to the point of no return, entrapping themselves in a 
cycle of emotional and physical violence. Thus, in a mutually toxic 
relationship with two abusers, there is no one to praise. Addition-
ally, it is unjust for the media to glorify Depp merely because he 
can come up with ‘funny’ responses in a court hearing or because he 
starred in a beloved movie series. The trial deserves a just outcome 
regardless, but people forget that Depp is not a perfect person. Being 
a victim does not automatically make someone innocent, and people 
often forget that Depp has a historically violent and impulsive 
record consisting of multiple counts of assault, property damage, 
and substance abuse. Not only does the media not know the full 

details of the case, but they also seem to be forgetting that this 
is a case at all; it is not a disagreement between fandoms 

or fan favorites. It is a harrowing story of alleged 
domestic violence and defamation. Justice 

must be served, but there are no 
winners that society 

should glorify, nor is 
there only one side 
to the truth; there 
are only mutual vic-

tims that need help.

by Nathan Chen
Graphics Editor

The  he a l t h c a re 
system in the United 
States is subpar, overly 
bureaucratic, and ineffi-
cient. For a more detailed 
look at the federal gov-
ernment’s pitfalls, check 
out fellow El Gatan Mat-

thew Fehr’s opinion article from our January 
issue. There are many ways to fix healthcare in 
the US. Of them, a single-payer healthcare system 
could fix most, if not all, of its problems at once. 
Such a  system would make the government the 
only healthcare provider and end the confusing 
mix of employer-provided healthcare, 
government-subsidized pro-
grams, private insurance, 
and programs for specific 
underserved communities.

In January 2022, Assembly-
man Ash Kalra introduced the California 
Guaranteed Health Care for All Act, which 
laid out the framework for a state-wide 
single-payer healthcare system. On Jan. 31, 
Kalra refused to send the bill to the floor for 
a vote due to little support in the state Assem-
bly. Opponents of the bill were concerned over 
the proposal’s cost. A study in 2017 reported 
that a single-payer system, adjusted for today’s 
inflation, would cost 388 billion dollars. California’s 
total state budget this year only amounts to 262 
billion dollars.

Working in an optometrist office, I get a 
first-hand look at how insurance currently works, 
and it is far from efficient. It is also extremely 
confusing. Patients have all kinds of insurance 
plans, from those that cover the entire exam to 
copays to no coverage for a certain part of an exam. 
Furthermore, if the government healthcare system 
has multiple coverage plans, it makes processing 
more difficult and wait times even longer for the 
eventual payment to hospitals and clinics. Without 

a speedy payment, small clinics may go out of 
business or refuse to take insurance, raising the 
cost and worsening access to adequate healthcare.

The state has a history of giving out money at 
a sluggish pace. In March 2021, California enacted 
a rent relief program to help tenants during the 
pandemic. At the moment, the state has processed 
only about 60 percent of applications. A study 
by the National Equity Atlas concluded that the 
overall median wait time from submitting an 
application to receiving money is about 113 days. 
The slow pace of the money worries both tenants 
and landlords, who are all waiting for payments 
from the state. 

The slow pace of payments is one concern I 
have when it comes to a single-payer healthcare 

system in California. The state govern-
ment must issue payments in 

a timely manner so that 
health institutions remain 
well-run and hospital staff 

get fair payment and good train-
ing. Using the national average of 2.671 

doctor visits per citizen, California would 
need to process 105.5 million insurance 

claims per year. Compared to the 0.5 mil-
lion rent relief applications, the stagger-

ing amount of potential insurance claims 
would take much longer for the state to send  

out money.
I would love for California to have single-

payer healthcare. Studies show that the pro-
gram would save citizens money in the long 
run, paying less in taxes compared to costs 
of health insurance. It would also equalize 
access and remove barriers to healthcare. How-
ever, with the incompetence of government 
today, more needs to be done to ensure that 
the healthcare system will work as intended. 
Implementing an efficient single-payer health-
care system requires fundamental change to how 
insurance and the government currently works.                                                                       
(Sources: ABC News, AP News, CA.GOV, CalMatters, 
CDC, NPR, The Mercury News)
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Eliminate false assumptions surrounding Depp trial

by Alia Arafeh
Opinion Editor

If a bee gets within 10 feet of me, 
I’ll probably freak out and run away. 
Regardless, my irrational fear of these 
insects does not make me indifferent 
to their importance in a functioning 
ecosystem. Bees are the foundation 
of everything, and their threat-
ened existence due to climate change 

should be a concern to everyone. While the central cause is 
large corporations using harmful pesticides and causing envi-
ronmental harm by releasing fossil fuels, there are actions 
that we can take to help the local bee population and 
increase biodiversity.

Most harm towards bees can be traced back 
to the same source: humans’ negative impact 
on the environment. Although the general bee 
population is declining, there are only two spe-
cies of bees that are currently endangered. Rusty 
patched bumblebee colonies decreased by about 90 
percent since the year 2000, and the yellow faced bee population 
is also greatly decreasing. A main catalyst of these declines are the 

pesticides used by farmers because they make bees more susceptible 
to infection and can prevent them from reproducing. In addition, 
systemic insecticides are toxic to bees and lead to problems in bee 
reproduction and navigation abilities when bees come into contact 
with them. Air pollution also harms bee populations, as it impedes 

bees’ abilities to track flower scents. Along with this, cli-
mate change leading to habitat destruction dwindles bee 

populations, and invasive species can destroy plants 
that bees normally pollinate and invade bee hives. 

It’s clear that bees are in danger, but why do we 
need them? First, bees produce many material prod-

ucts such as honey, beeswax for candles, furniture 
wax, and more. Honey, while delicious, also helps 

prevent allergies — along with bee pollen 
— and works wonders for skin and hair. 
Aside from these benefits, bees are most 
important because of their job in pol-
lination. Producing food in the United 

States depends on pollinators, which are 
predominantly bees, who pollinate potatoes 

and various nuts among other crops. Overall, bees 
have many important purposes, and we cannot stand 

to lose them. 

Though many of the problems leading to bee endangerment are 
out of common people’s hands, there are some steps individuals can 
take to help the bees. One of the most common ways people are 
helping is by letting their lawns grow in a collective effort dubbed 
“No Mow May.” During the month of May, people are not mowing 
their grass to increase biodiversity and allow more flowers to grow 
for bees to pollinate.

Another way to help the bees is to refrain from using chemicals 
and pesticides on personal gardens. While effective in preventing 
pests, these treatments are also toxic to many beneficial pollinators 
including bees and butterflies.

Finally, investing in your own beehive helps increase the 
population, one colony at a time. There are many new companies 
streamlining the beekeeping process, and many easy ways to start 
beekeeping. Beekeeping, while it does take practice and knowledge, 
is doable for anyone interested. Having a beehive in your own 
backyard can help your garden grow, and, for those who don’t have 
a green thumb, allows you to harvest your own honey. 

Whether or not you are particularly affectionate toward 
bees, you should recognize their importance on this Earth. They 
provide irreplaceable services for human beings, and we need 
to help their population grow instead of watching it dwindle.                                  
(Sources: GreenMatters, School of Bees, Carolina Honey Bees)
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Hulu re leases  rom-com,  CrushHulu re leases  rom-com,  Crush Representation matters in the media
by Kate Gruetter and Elena Rexach
Culture Editor and Public Relations Manager

Hulu released its latest teen rom-com, Crush, 
on Apr. 29. With a star-studded cast and a com-
forting plot, this movie is definitely not one to 
miss. Its representative and lovable storyline 
is sure to engage you from the start. Even if 
you aren’t one 
for coming of 
age stor ies 
or romance 
movies, this 
film boasts 
an enjoy-
able and accu-
rate represen-
tation of the LGBTQ+ 
community, making it  
not only interest-
ing, but also important  
to watch. 

The film stars Rowan Blanchard as 
Paige Evans, a gay high-school artist with an 
enduring crush on popular girl Gabriela Campos, 
played by Isabella Ferreira. In an attempt to 
get closer to her crush and prove she isn’t the 
delinquent graffiti artist known as “King Pun” 
running loose on campus, Paige agrees to join 
the track team. There, she befriends AJ Campos, 
portrayed by Auli’i Cravalho. As Paige balances 
track practice, her application for her dream 
program, CalArts, and her investigation into 
who the graffiti artist truly is, she begins falling 
for AJ and is left wondering whom she really 
wants to be with. 

The movie can be described as a mix between 
Olivia Wilde’s Booksmart, Gerta Gerwig’s Lady-
bird, and Netflix’s Everything Sucks. The mov-
ie’s director Sammi Cohen perfectly blends a 
heartfelt coming of age story with a realistic, 
representative, and enjoyable depiction of sap-

phic romance. All of the characters are relatable 
and unique, making them each lovable and fun 
in their own way. 

One criticism against the movie is its length. 
The movie features a fast moving plot, which 
squishes into a 90 minute span, making it feel 

rushed and less enjoyable. The romance 
feels a little hurried, which could 
have been fixed by lengthening the 
movie or making it a miniseries fea-

turing a more detailed plot. By 
making the movie shorter, 
the audience has less time 
to enjoy the romance and 
plot, which makes the 

movie feel cheaper and less 
intriguing. However, if you 

are someone who enjoys a 
fast paced movie, this one is 
perfect for you. 

Refreshingly, the conflict 
of the movie isn’t a character 

realizing they’re gay or 
facing the challenges of 
coming out. The queer 

characters aren’t some outli-
ers in society, and their queerness isn’t something 
the other characters need to discover — it’s 
just known. In this movie, heterosexuality 
isn’t assumed. The movie also focuses on the 
queer romance rather than casting them as side  
characters with little to no plotline, a refreshing 
take on much-needed representation of the 
LGBTQ+ community. 

Furthermore, Blanchard and Cravalho are both 
openly queer. While I don’t think actors neces-
sarily need to be queer to play queer characters, 
it certainly is exciting to see this genuinity in 
casting. They have great chemistry, and the way 
they portray their characters feels more holistic 
and natural. 

by Sonali Muthukrishnan
Editor-in-Chief

Seeing Kathani Sharma take center stage in 
Bridgerton took my breath away. Kate is a smart, 
charming, culturally connected Indian woman who 
refused to bow to anything or anyone, including Vis-
count Bridgerton. For the first time, I saw an Indian 
older sister, someone who helped carry her family’s 
burdens, someone whose race is a part of her iden-
tity, but not all of it. While Kate’s portrayal was not 
completely culturally accurate, as it was a cacophony 
of the very diverse range of Indian cultures melding 
together on screen, this level of representation was 
enough to have a huge impact on me. Truly, I have 
never felt more proud of my cultural heritage, my 
place in my family, or my status as 
a Brown girl, and this all goes to 
say that representation matters. 
When you don’t see yourself accu-
rately reflected in the media that 
you consume, it takes a toll  
on your internal perception 
of yourself. 

Oftentimes when people 
of color are portrayed on the 
big screen or in novels, their 
entire identity is reduced to 
their race. The example that 
comes to mind is from East of 
Eden, where the character Lee 
code-switches, leaning into Asian 
stereotypes to maintain his place in a 
majority-White world. Lee exemplifies the 
idea that Asian people are more intelligent 
than the stereotypes placed on them, but 
still his entire identity is reduced to his race. 
We learn almost nothing else about him beyond 
the fact that he is an Asian man. People of color are 
more than their racial identity; their value extends 
beyond that and the traits they hold are numerous 
and not defined by their ethnicity. It is not only 

vitally important that children of color see people 
who look like them, but also that the identity of 
those people extend beyond their race. Characters 
of color need to be fully developed and significant 
beyond their race, not just two-dimensional racial 
representations or stereotypes. 

Characters of color are too often in supporting 
roles instead of the leads: the funny character 
who fills the TV show with comic relief or the side 
character who makes the main character look even 
better. People of color are not often placed into the 
role of a desirable figure whom all the boys want. 
Characters like the diamond of the latest season of 
Bridgerton, Edwina Sharma, or Lara Jean in To All 
the Boys I’ve Loved Before defy these stereotypical 
roles, creating a positive impact. Women of color 
deserve to feel cute and attractive, just like White 
or White-passing women. 

More than that these subpar roles imprint 
ideas in younger generations that they do not 
fit the beauty standards thrust upon them, that 
they are not enough. Our implicit biases are 
shaped by the media we consume and when 
people of color are not represented properly, 
our biases can deeply harm us. 

And no, the issue is not that there are 
people of color playing any sort of support-
ing character, the issue is that it happens 
to become the same role actors of color 
occupy time and time again. People of color 
have diverse abilities, and there is no reason 

why the family in the most popular stories 
can’t be Filipino or Malaysian. Bridgerton 
is a perfect example of that. Race blind 
casting and diverse storylines that 
include cultural references help alleviate 

the issues of representation. We can all benefit 
from learning about other cultures and people, and 
the people within those cultures will be empowered 
by seeing themselves represented on the screen as 
a fully fledged character. 

Broadway musical Wicked set to have movie adaptation   
by Marissa Hein
Graphics Editor

On Apr. 26, fans of the highly acclaimed Broadway musical 
Wicked finally received a long-anticipated update on the status 
of the musical’s movie adaptation. Director Jon M. Chu revealed 
in a Twitter post that Wicked’s film will be two parts, released 
a year apart around the holiday season.

Wicked first debuted on the Broadway stage on Oct. 30, 2003. 
The musical is based on the 1995 novel, Wicked: The Life and 
Times of the Wicked Witch of the West, by 
Gregory Maguire. Both the novel and musical 
reveal the untold story of the infamous Wicked 
Witch of the West, a character who rose to fame 
as the villain of The Wizard of Oz. The story 
follows the witch, also known as Elphaba, through 
her upbringing and young adult life. Wicked was an 
immediate success, going on to win three Tony Awards, 
launch two national tours, and perform in 15 countries, leading 
to its translation into Portuguese, Japanese, Korean, Spanish, 
Dutch, and German. The show is currently the fifth-longest running 
show in the history of Broadway, after The Phantom of the Opera, 
Chicago, The Lion King, and Cats.

Universal first announced its plans to create a film adaptation of the 
musical back in 2016. However, since its announcement, updates and 
information regarding the status, casting, and timeline of the movie 

have been few and far between. The creative 
team announced the first and only 

official casting thus far in Nov. 
2021. Cynthia Erivo is set to 
star as Elphaba, accompanied 
by Ariana Grande, who will play 
opposite Erivo as Glinda, the good 
witch. Both actresses are already 
familiar to the Broadway commu-

nity. Erivo has Tony, Emmy, and 
Grammy awards under her 

belt, and before becoming 
a popstar, Grande got her 
start in the original Broadway 

cast of 13 in 2008.
In a new update via Twitter, Chu announced that the first 

part will hit movie theaters on Dec. 25, 2024, followed by the 
second part on Dec. 25, 2025. Chu explained the reasoning behind 
the decision to make Wicked a two-part saga, saying that as the 

creative team attempted to piece together the script, “it 
became increasingly clear that it would be impossible 
to wrestle the story of Wicked into a single film 

without doing some real damage to it.” As for what 
the new content will include, the creative team’s 

lips have been tightly sealed. In 2017, Stephen 
Schwartz, who composed the score for the 
musical, confirmed that the film will feature 
two new songs. However, at that time, he had 

yet to write any new songs for the project. 
Writing the screenplay is Winnie Holzman, 
who earned a Tony nomination for Best 

Book for a Musical for Wicked. 
Although audiences must wait a 

little longer than expected to enjoy 
the Wicked film in its entirety, it will 
surely be worth the wait. Chu stated 
that, “With more space, we can tell 

the story of Wicked as it was meant to be 
told while bringing even more depth and surprise 

to the journeys of these beloved characters.”
(Sources: Playbill, Twitter, Broadway World, Broadway.com)

M. Hein

by Sarah Gouldrup
People Editor

Based on the best-selling graphic novel by Alice Oseman, the new 
series Heartstopper is quickly climbing Netflix’s top ten list. Eight 
episodes long, but packed with entertaining media, the first season 
follows Charlie and Nick as they become unlikely friends at an all-boys 
school. With their friendship quickly turning into more, the show delves 
into a plot that explores internalized homophobia, anxiety surrounding 
coming out, and the overall experience of a queer teen in high school. 
Heartstopper does an amazing job incorporating LGBTQ+ representation 
as well; the show features characters representing all members of the 
community without creating story arcs that solely revolve around 
their sexuality or gender. If you’re looking for a heartfelt show that 
will simultaneously make you laugh and cry, look no further than 
this British delight.

 In the first couple episodes, the show introduces Charlie, a shy 
15 year old, who’s attempting to enter the new term with a positive 
attitude. The audience learns that after a schoolmate outed him, 
Charlie was subjected to harsh bullying by his peers. Immediately, the 
show takes on a deeper tone as it begins to explore Charlie’s approach 
to healing after such a traumatic experience. Not only does it teach 

viewers that not everyone heals in the same way, especially when you are 
trying to heal alone, but it also demonstrates how healing is not a single 
step and isn’t always effective right away. For young teens in the LGBTQ+ 
community, Charlie represents an experience that they have either gone 
through by coming out or a fear that stops them 
from doing so. 

On a much lighter note, Heart-
stopper captures the innocence and 
butterflies that encompass young love. 
While watching, you can’t help but feel 
giddy right alongside Charlie when 
Nick first invites him over, or 
lightheaded like Nick when 
Charlie helps him clean a 
cut after a rugby prac-
tice gone wrong. 
While Netflix has 
certainly had some 
recent misses in their attempts to make quality, young adult shows (I’m 
talking about you, Kissing Booth 2), Heartstopper does an incredible 
job at maintaining the same youth that real, teenage love has. Nick and 

Charlie’s relationship isn’t the only one that the show accurately 
represents; characters such as Tao and Elle also demonstrate a 

common romantic trope found in everyday teens. 
The two never enter a true relationship, but 

it is clear as the show progresses that they 
aren’t simply friends either. 

Overall, Heartstopper checks every 
single box, whether you’re a self-pro-

claimed film buff or a person who just 
wants to watch a good show.  
Each episode is perfectly 
crafted and with careful 
attention towards the details 

in the graphic novels, the 
season does an 
excellent job 
of portraying  
the story of Nick 

and Charlie. Grab a bucket of popcorn, a blanket, and a friend, 
and prepare for the characters and plot of Heartstopper to sweep 
you away.

Gouldrup reviews new Netflix series Heartstopper 
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Chen reviews disappointing Met Gala 
by Nathan Chen
Graphics Editor

On May 2, celebrities and designers alike gathered in 
New York City for the Met Gala. Regina King, Blake 
Lively, Lin-Manuel Miranda, and Ryan Reynolds 
were the official co-chairs of the night. This 
year’s theme, America: An Anthology of Fash-
ion, is an extension of last year’s gala theme, 
America: A Lexicon of Fashion. 

The dress code was: “Gilded Glamour, White 
Tie.” The former references the fashion of 
the Gilded Age in New York City. From 1870 
to 1890, new-money families, includ-
ing industrialists and railroad owners 
like the Vanderbilts, mingled with 
the established upper class and 
enjoyed excessive spending, which 
included fashion. From satin and 
silk to velvet and lace, many 
upper-class women’s dresses 
included extravagant designs 
and exotic furs and materials. 

Johnny Depp's defamation trial continues
by Brynn Gibson and Michaela Thimot
Local Editor and Culture Editor

Unless you live under a rock, you are prob-
ably aware of the currently-unfolding defa-
mation trial between Pirates of the Carib-
bean actor Johnny Depp and his ex-wife, 
Aquaman star, Amber Heard. To fully understand 
the controversy, we have to go back to 2016, when  
the two actors divorced following their brief  
15-month marriage. 

When the couple divorced, Heard filed a tem-
porary restraining order against Depp on grounds 
of domestic abuse. According to alleged statements 
by Heard’s parents, her lawyers entirely fabricated 
these allegations. Depp denied all claims of abuse.

Two years later, in 2018, Heard wrote 
an op-ed claiming she 
was a victim of domestic 
abuse. While she did 
not mention Depp 

by name, the public easily identified 
Depp as her alleged abuser. British tabloid news-
paper, The Sun, wrote an article labeling Depp as 
a “wife-beater,” which prompted Depp to sue the 
tabloid for libel. In July of 2020, his lawsuit went 
to trial. The court ruled in favor of The Sun four 
months later in November. Though it looked like 
the drama was over, it was only just beginning.

Duvall details current Sour Tour  
by Emily Duvall
Humor Editor

On Apr. 5, pop star Olivia Rodrigo kicked 
off her first tour, The Sour Tour, in Portland, 
OR. The majority of Rodrigo’s venues are small, 
keeping the shows heartfelt for fans. With the 
ever growing fanbase, getting tickets directly 
from the tour site was tougher than many 
imagined. After the initial success of “drivers 
license,” Rodrigo’s fan base has continued to 
grow since the release of her album Sour in 
May of 2021. 

Rodrigo first teased her tour on TikTok on 
Dec. 5, then officially announced the tour via 
her Instagram account the next day. On her 
tour announcement, she detailed that her tour 
would include guests Gracie Abrams, Holly 
Humberstone, and Baby Queen. They each 
have a set number of shows, beginning with 
Gracie and finishing off the tour in Europe 
with Baby Queen. Abrams is an especially 
notable guest because upon the release of 
Rodrigo’s debut single, “drivers license,”  
Rodrigo explained how she would drive 
around sobbing through the 
suburbs listening to  
Gracie Abrams. 

Rodrigo’s tour 
has already been an 
success, with fans 
having fun making 
posters for her 
and dressing up 
for the shows. 
Some fans for  
the  M inne -
apolis show 
came together 
as a crowd 
to all hold 
up butterflies 
during Rodri-
g o ’ s  s o ng 
“hope ur ok.” 
For Abrams’ 
last show on 

the tour in Detroit, Rodrigo planned something 
super special to send her off: a Sour Prom theme. 
Fans were told by Rodrigo to dress up in prom attire, 
nodding to her concert film, Sour Prom, released 
last year on Jun. 29. During the show, Rodrigo also 
picked out members of the audience to crown as Sour  
Prom queens.

At the Vancouver show, Rodrigo began as usual, 
but ended up surprising her fans with her good 
friend and pop star, Conan Gray. The best friends 
sang Katy Perry’s “The One That Got Away,” while 
accompanied by a beautiful acoustic guitar. Before 
arriving at the Thunderbird Theater where Rodrigo 
was performing, Gray just finished his own show 
at the Queen Elizabeth Theater across town. Fans 
of Gray detailed that it seemed odd when Gray 
sped off the stage at his own concert, but they 
quickly realized it was all for a good reason: 
he was rushing to perform alongside Rodrigo at 
her concert.

Looking at the setlist for the tour, Rodrigo so 
far performed all of her songs off of Sour, along 
with a few others. Rodrigo has also been covering 

Avril Lavine’s “Complicated.” A late addition 
to the setlist includes a song not 

off of her debut album, rather  
from her early High School 

Musical: The Musical: The 
Ser ies,  “Al l  I  Want .” 

Although Rodrigo didn’t 
initially have this song 
on the setlist, she sang 
it during her Utah show, 
and fans swooned 
and begged for it  
to stay. 

Rodrigo’s first 
tour is everything 
fans could have 
asked for and more, 
and she is just in 

the beginning, and 
fans are over the 

moon to see 
wha t  s he 

does next.

El Gato Recommends: Lorde, Selling sunset, and moreEl Gato Recommends: Lorde, Selling sunset, and more
 A romantic, heartwarming, and youthful trilogy, Jenny Han’s The 

Summer I Turned Pretty series is one to put on your to-be-read list immedi-
ately, along with its upcoming accompanying series. The books follow Isabel 
(Belly) Conklin as she navigates love and maturity at the beachouse she 
shares with her close family friends the Fishers. Belly becomes entrapped 
in a love triangle between the Fisher brothers, Jeremiah and Conrad, and 
spends most of the series attempting to understand her feelings for the 
boys. Although sometimes slow and infuriating, the series as a whole 
will have you squealing with joy and 
sobbing tears of tragedy. A great beach 
read, The Summer I Turned Pretty is 
a trilogy that will pull you into the 
novel itself, refusing to let you go 
even after you turn the last page. 
- Kate Gruetter, Culture Editor 

The Oppenheim Group, 
located on the infamous Sunset 
Strip in West Hollywood, continues 
to dominate the Hollywood Hills 
real estate industry throughout the 
fifth season of Netflix’s real estate real-
ity television show, Selling Sunset. The show 
offers a glimpse into the glamor and competitive 
environment among the brokerage’s real estate agents. 
With the new expansion of the company to the Orange 

The current 2022 defamation trial – which 
began on Apr. 12 in a courthouse in Fairfax, VA – 
surrounds the same 2018 op-ed published by the 
Washington Post. However, this time, Depp is suing 
Heard directly for damages to his career. From the 
beginning, Depp denied all allegations of abuse 
and claimed that not only did the article make 
false claims that ruined his career, but Heard was 
also the actual abuser in their relationship. Depp 
is suing Heard for 50 million dollars, and Heard is 
counter-suing for 100 million dollars. 

Depp was called to the stand to testify for 
four days at the beginning of the trial. During 
his testimony, he spoke of his struggles growing 
up with an abusive mother and his issues with 

substance abuse. Depp claimed that he 
never hit Heard, nor has he ever laid a 
hand on any woman. He acknowledged 
that he and Heard had continuous 
arguments throughout their short 

marriage and accused Heard 
of emotional and physical 
abuse during those fights. 
Among his claims of abuse 
included Heard allegedly leav-
ing human feces in their bed 
as well as throwing two vodka 
bottles at him, causing one 
to shatter and slice his finger 
to the point where his bone  
was exposed.  

A week later, Heard testi-
fied for two days attempting 
to disprove Depp’s previous 
statements. During her testi-
mony, she showed a photo of 
a bruise on her arm which she 
claimed was created by Depp, 

he allegedly screamed at her that he could 
kill her if he wanted to, and brought up multiple 
other instances of alleged abuse.

Closing arguments for both sides begin on May 
27, after which the jury will decide who deserves 
compensation for damages. However, the trial is less 
about who wins in judicial court, and more about 
who wins in the court of public opinion.

White Tie is an established dress code, recognized as the 
most formal attire required. There are strict rules regard-

ing menswear, including tailcoats, waistcoats, and a 
hand-tied white bow tie. 

The best dressed celebrities included co-
chair Blake Lively, wearing a Statue of Liberty-
inspired dress that opened up to reflect the 

oxidizing copper. The dress also included 
references to the Empire State Building and the 

constellations on the ceiling of Grand Central 
Station. Emma Chamberlain stunned on 

the carpet in a custom two-piece Louis 
Vuitton dress that skillfully merged a 

Gilded Age-esque puffed cropped 
long-sleeve top and a simple 

trailing white skirt. Her look 
included a dazzling tiara and 

a choker first com-
missioned by the 

Maharaja of Patiala 
Bhupinder Singh that 

recently received criti-

cism and skepticism over its acquisition. Billie Eilish embodied the sil-
houette of true gilded-age fashion with a cream and pastel green Gucci 
dress, pale green lace gloves, a pastel purple flower, and a black jewelled 
choker. Lizzo strutted into the Met with a black and gold ensemble and a 
matching gold-plated flute. Caroline Trentiti dressed in a modern, billow-
ing off-the-shoulder baby blue dress with brown detailing near the waist 
and a pair of long, brown leather gloves. Other celebrities who arrived 
glamorously include Sydney Sweeney, Taylor Hill, Dove Cameron, Cardi 
B, Maisie Williams, and Hailey Bieber.

Kim Kardashian shocked everyone when she arrived in Marilyn Monroe’s 
“Happy Birthday, Mr. President” dress. Borrowed from Ripley’s Belive It or 
Not Museam, it is the most expensive dress ever sold at auction and never 
worn by anyone else until Kardashian. Other surprises include special 
guests like Hillary Clinton, Mark Rober, and Marques Brownlee, who all 
work outside of the fashion world.

At the top of the worst-dressed list is Kylie Jenner, who paired a 
wedding dress with a baseball cap. Other celebs who had subpar outfits 
include Kourtney Kardashian in her deconstructed suit-dress mashup, 
Kodi Smit-McPhee in jeans, a button-up, and red latex gloves, Bad Bunny 
in a badly-accentuated blazer, and Gwen Stefani in a highlighter yellow 
dress that overwhelmed any details.
(Sources: Vogue, Getty Images, India Today)

County real estate industry, the agents learn 
to navigate the theatrics of the press, new 
and old drama, and the excitement of 
the real estate market, all while 
balancing their ambitious careers 
and family.  
- Jenna Roselli, Public  
Relations Manager 

“I want you to dance like 
we’re 15 and you’re coming 

over to my house for a 
party.” Lorde’s San Fran-

cisco stop for her Solar 
Power World Tour har-
nessed the power of 
the California sun on an 
innocuous Tuesday night. 
The audience sang along to 
each and every song, filling the Bill 

Graham Civic Auditorium with a harmonious 
chorus of warmth and teenage emotion. Song after song, 

Lorde proved her popstar-level singing and songwriting 
abilities cannot be underestimated. Starting with Leader of 

a New Regime, the New Zealand native went right into Home-
M. Hein

made Dynamite and Buzzcut Season, giving her three 
albums equal time to shine. A giant sundial 

onstage provided a sense of grandeur and 
timekeeping. Lorde’s tour ends on Mar. 

18, 2023 in Perth, Australia. 
- Nathan Chen, Graphics Editor
 “Conversations with a Killer: The 
John Wayne Gacy Tapes” arrived 
on Netflix on Apr. 20. The Net-
flix original takes a new angle 

on the well-known serial killer. 
Gacy’s famed confession recording 

is featured in the film alongside 
with the officers that led the inves-

tigation into Gacy, his legal team, and 
people who narrowly avoided becoming 

a victim of his violence. Gacy’s legal team 
discovered sixty hours of audio recording 

of Gacy’s confession on Dec. 20, 1978, which 
serves as the guiding force of the documentary. The 

three part series delves into Gacy’s early life before exploring his 
crimes. It’s an in-depth look into the mind of one of America’s most 
notorious killers.
- Emmy Morley, Media Production Editor
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playing. It was just Daphne and Simon having a 
standard conversation. I had no idea why, when 
I passed by him on the way to the bathroom, the 
boy was staring catatonically at the seat in front 
of him. I eventually put the pieces together when I 
rewatched the show a few weeks later. To the poor 
little boy on the airplane, I sincerely apologize for 
that, uh, mishap. 

Another honor-
able mention was the 
flight to Washington 
D.C. for my middle 
school’s spring break 
trip, when the only 
thing I had down-
loaded was Outlander. 
I was sitting next to a 
sleeping kid when the 
first bedroom rodeo 
occurred. I rushed to 

my phone to try to exit the screen, but the button 
would not work. On top of that, my phone glitched 
and the fast forward function refused to work. In 
the process, I woke the poor kid up. He looked 
down at my phone, back up at me, and we held 
awkward eye contact for an extended period of 
time. I turned off my phone and stared out the 
window for the remainder of the flight. We never 
spoke of it, and I never saw him again

 Now you may be thinking, “Maya. People “bow 
chicka wow wow” in all kinds of shows. It’s literally 
what some of them are known for. How did you not 
expect it from Bridgerton or Outlander?” Yes. That 
was, in fact, my mistake. However, I have come to 
the conclusion that I have crippling bad luck when 
it comes to TV shows and movies. I have made the 
mistake of naively turning on Total Drama Island 
for the 13 year old I was babysitting. Bad idea on 
my part. I even woke up one time during a train 
ride, to a dirty joke on Scooby Doo. I grew up with 
that show, and never suspected anything. 

Just my luck, this kind of stuff always happens 
to me. I have learned to be cautious with my 
choice of film. Despite my new habit of reading 
the summary and warnings before pressing play, 
the raunchy stuff always somehow manages to 
sneak its way past me. Next time I travel, I swear 
to God I’m bringing a book. 

experience. You might not want to tower over your prom partner, 
and if you are mathematically inept like me, bring a calcu-

lator with you to Nordstrom. You love those six inch 
sparkly stilettos? Everyone does, baby, until 

your ankles start throbbing and your pinky 
toe is almost at the point of needing ampu-
tation. To my underclass-people, I will offer 
this advice. Fancy shoes go on for pictures, 
and remain on your feet no longer. Ditch 
the suckers, grab those nasty air forces, and 
throw ‘em on for the main event. No one is 

looking at your toes. 
As much of a circus as prom is, it’s usually a good 

time. Is there any better way to say goodbye to the last four 
years than one giant party? I don’t think so. Be safe and have fun, 
folks. Let me know if you find a stinkin’ hair salon.
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by Maya Gomez
Sports Editor

T Pickles, blue cheese, the color orange, Kanye 
West, math class, the Royal Family, children, Canada, 
and most notably, airplanes. What do they have in 
common? People either love ‘em or hate ‘em. 

Personally, I don’t mind flying. In fact, as 
someone who spent her childhood traveling the 
west coast via car, I would 
pick flying over driving any 
day. I can typically overlook 
the unavoidable quirks that 
come with flying, like the 
slight turbulence and the 
random guy sitting next to 
me who has obviously never 
used deodorant. To take my 
attention away from these, 
I always download a range of 
movies and TV shows. How-
ever, every time I fly, or use public transportation 
in general, an explicit scene manages to sneak its 
way onto my screen. Every time. 

The most notable instance is a little something 
I like to call “the fateful flight of 2022.” About two 
months ago, I made the very last minute decision 
to travel across the country and tour colleges over 
spring break. So I booked the hotels, set up tours, 
and most importantly, booked my flights to and from 
New England. After finishing Anne With an E, I had 
decided to download another period show. However, 
I made a very poor decision, and ended up choosing 
to download the entirety of Bridgerton season one. 

Now, If you have watched Bridgerton season one, 
you know that there is an absurd amount of times 
that characters, well, shake the sheets. So much so 
that two characters have some, uh, happy fun time 
(against a literal tree) in the first three minutes of 
the pilot episode. However I made the grave mistake 
of placing my phone on my tray table, and falling 
asleep practically the second that I hit the play 
button. So naturally, I would not have known that 
19 of these afternoon delight scenes played on my 
phone while I was fast asleep. 

But you know who did know? The traumatized 
9 year old sitting in the row behind me. When I 
eventually woke up, I was on the last episode and 
there was nothing abnormal about the content 

by Brynn Gibson
News Editor

Last week my mom walked into my room 
carrying a crumpled cardboard box and placed it 
gently on my bed. Peering over the edge, I noted 
that the box was filled with plastic gold soccer 
player figurines; figurines I had 
not laid eyes on in 10 years. 

Instructed to sort 
through its contents 
and discard the 
undesirables, I got 
to work. Now, I am 
a nostalgic person, 
but I didn’t need 
to look at a plastic  
figurine to remem-
ber playing sharks 
and minnows in the 
second grade. I could 
cope with the loss of my 
Kids Love Soccer partic-
ipation trophy. Hon-
estly, I was prepared 
to discard the whole 
collection, but some-
thing stopped me in 
my tracks. 

I noticed a small 
black and gold trophy 
at the bottom of the 
box. I picked it up. 
Investigating the plaque 
on the bottom, I read, “U7G 2011 Rainbowfish.”

 The memories flashed before my eyes: the 
orange slices, the neon pink jerseys, the soccer 
ball hair bows. Images of aggressively knocking 
other girls to the ground, sprinting confidently 
in the wrong direction, and picking clovers out of 
the overgrown grass instead of paying attention 
flooded my mind. This was not a mere partici-
pation trophy. This was an emblem of victory I 
earned with my own blood, sweat, and tears. OK, 
maybe not blood, but one time a girl on my team 
did pee her pants. We earned that trophy with our 
own pee, sweat, and tears. It is my life’s greatest 
accomplishment; I will never top it. 

Gomez struggles with explicit TV Gibson dominates youth soccer

by Emmy Morley 
Media Production Editor

Senior prom. It’s a big deal in the movies, and just as anx-
iety-inducing in reality. While prom is a magical, last hurrah 
for seniors, the preparation has aged me perhaps twenty years. 
Frankly, I’ve developed crow’s feet and I’m concerned about the 
status of my 401k account. Why is prom so stressful? Let’s get 
into it. 

The dress. Very important! Unfortunately for me, trying on 
prom dresses is worse than chewing my own ankles. I’m always 
nervous and the experience is so incredibly SWEATY. Why is it 
so hot? If I’m ever in the alps, I know what style I’m going for. 
Also, dresses these days are complex. There are enough straps 
going on that I’d feel confident using it ziplining. I never know 
where to put my arms, and I often end up stuck underneath the 
fabric, head covered, suffocating, and trying to remember which 
way is up. Once you’ve got the thing on, you stand in front of a 
mirror and listen to the moms around you treat their daughter’s 
senior prom like a royal wedding. The eavesdropping is better 
than the Met Gala bathroom. Who’s cheating? You are sure to 
find out during your dress hunt.

The hair. Now, I cannot curl my hair for the life of me. As a 
small child on the fourth of July, some sticky sixth grader threw 
a gosh darn firework at me, resulting in some painful foot burns, 
and since that fateful night I simply do not like heat. Hence the 
curling-iron aversion. My solution? Find someone to do it for 
me! I took to the internet to find a salon, and after calling four 

Morley details her issues with prepping for Senior Prom

You see, this was not any run-of-the-mill 
recreational soccer team. We were the all-star 
team. Seven six-year-old future comp soccer 
players against the entire Congress Springs rec 
soccer league. We slaughtered everyone, in a 
figurative sense. We never lost a single game. 

In fact, I don’t think anyone ever scored 
on us. Carnage.

Whoever organized that 
soccer league, thank you for 

prioritizing me, as I am 
most important. However, 
you are violently unquali-
fied for that position. The 
most important rule of rec 
soccer coaching is to make 
the teams fair unless you 
want to crush a child’s soul. 

I did a lot of soul-crushing as 
a six-year-old. Our team defi-

nitely ended a few soccer careers. 
The key to success, you ask? 

A magician never reveals her 
secrets. But this was no magical 
feat; it was a simple strategy. 

Let’s imagine it’s a Sat-
urday in 2011, and a girl 
in a bright yellow jersey is 
shuffling slowly past me with 
the ball at her feet. Rookie 
mistake. I sprint, not at my 
opponent, but perpendicular 

to the direction of play. Darting 
off the field entirely, I shake the tail that was 
not following me at all. A successful diversion 
indeed. In a split second, I turn on my heels, 
willing my short stubby legs to carry me as fast 
as I can back toward the conglomeration of 
six-year-old girls wearing oversized shinguards. 
Slamming straight into the yellow jersey girl, I 
swipe the ball, leaving her crying on the ground. 
My dad called this technique, “random bursts 
of speed.”

Over time, some people lose their competitive 
edge. But not me. I never lost my natural talent. 
Need proof? Put me in any U7 soccer league and 
I will absolutely obliterate the competition.

different salons, I’ve discovered that getting into a blow-dry bar is more 
difficult than getting into the bathroom under the 
library. To combat this issue, I have taken to the 
microcosm of America: YouTube. For three days, 
I have been watching videos made by southern 
women in their fifties with poufs, trying to 
explain to me that I too, can curl my hair. 
I’m not convinced, Sue Anne. I’m just not. 

The makeup. Now this one I feel a little 
bit better about. Here’s my concern: I am 
perpetually crusty. It is part of who I am. No 
amount of moisture or exfoliant will solve 
this. I’ve accepted it. My makeup has not. 
Why does makeup cling to every flake and 
pore on my face like a giant flashing sign that reads, “THIS WOMAN IS 
CRUSTY.” We know. And makeup, in my opinion, looks best in the first 
four hours after you do it. The issue? 
Prom is not a four-hour experience. Once 
I leave the house for pictures, not even 
I know when I will be returning. By the 
end of the experience, I’ll have to thank 
my makeup for its service.

The shoes. This is a commonly over-
looked aspect of prom. You gotta think 
it through, people. If you’re going with 
a date, you’ve got to do some serious 
math in preparation for your shopping 
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Even odder, I swear some of these families were 
like 15 people strong. My group could be walking 
to the Matterhorn ride, and suddenly a river of 
people would pass by wearing Mickey-plastered 
white shirts with “Smith family vacation ‘22” 
plastered on them. Even better, several times I 
witnessed groups wearing shirts that said “most 
expensive day ever.” So, not only did they 
acknowledge that the park was somewhat of a 
money waste, but they decided to buy shirts — 

spending more money — to tell 
everyone that.

     And then, in an 
experience that nothing 
could ever parallel, I 
witnessed the most 
mystifying shirt I’ve 
ever seen. As my 
friends and I walked 
by  the  Jung le 
C ru i s e,  a  man 

walked by wearing 
a shirt that declared, in bold 

letters, “Don’t make me use 
my Daddy voice.” Even worse, 
the letters of “Daddy” were 
in rainbow. I absolutely have 
no idea what this shirt was 
meant to mean. A multitude of 

possibilities spring to mind, but 
literally none of them make actual sense, 

especially considering this man seemed to be very 
straight and in his late 50s. If any readers out 
there understand what this means, please tell me 
because I don’t know if I’ll ever be at peace again!
     I beheld a few other oddities during the 
trip, including a middle aged man noticing that 
Grizzly River Run was closed for a few hours, 
and fuming that he had “driven all the way from 
Idaho for this!”
     All in all, despite my general disdain for Disney 
as a corporation, this trip was probably one of 
the best in my life. Dang. It has left me with an 
existentially draining question, though: What did 
that guy’s shirt mean?
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Gruetter Tours Horses and Houses
by Kate Gruetter 
Culture Editor
     Over spring break, I had the honor of participating in a 
horse tour in Outer Banks, N.C. The idea of this horse tour 
was to use a large Jeep-like vehicle (think safari cars) to 
drive out to a secluded section of an island, where apparently 
wild horses were supposed to roam and entrance us with 
their beauty. Instead, I spent 40 dollars on blankets from a 
sketchy vape shop and two hours of my valuable time playing 
house hunters. 
     Let me start off by saying, the Outer Banks look nothing 
like the show. First of all, there were literally no waves at 
any of the beaches I went to. Second of all, it was cold. There 
was no escape from the instantly bone chilling wind, and the 
islands were not small nor “undeveloped.” 
     Now, for the horse tour. We were told by the people who 
experienced the tour prior to us that it was cold, so we 
ventured into a nearby shop advertising “hoodies, gifts, and 
vapes” to look for some sort of blanket. I found two rather 
itchy ones in a corner, and decided to buy these luxuries. 
Halfway through the tour, I was very grateful for that corner. 
Now, the supposedly uninhabited island we were visiting 
was in fact, very inhabited. In fact, a majority of the “wild” 

horses we saw were camped out in people’s yards, munching on grass 
and various other food sources. At a certain point I had to ask my mom 
if one particular horse was real, because it genuinely did not move at 
all. Not only were these majestic beings domesticized and quite ugly, 
they were also seemingly malnourished. I’m not talking skinny legend 
energy, I’m talking hasn’t-seen-an-actual-food-source-in-months-
because-of-humans energy.
xxxThe houses on this very “underdeveloped” 
island were also butt-ugly. The first two I 
saw were actual mansions, and I expected the 
grandeur to only increase. Instead, I found 
myself staring at peeling paint and cracked 
asphalt instead of wild horses or any sort of 
actual animal. I felt as though any minute I 
would see a Property Brother, attempting to 
convince an unsuspecting couple this house was 
“indeed a deal!” and to ignore the broken stairs 
or the fact that they had to drive ten miles on 
sand to reach it. 
xxx The two interesting creatures I did see traumatized me for 
life. Writing about this is even hard. The first animal I witnessed was a 
dead whale, a literal rotting carcass on the beach. Not only did it smell 
like the actual worst thing in the world, but it didn’t even look like a 

Rexach absorbs Disneyland Davidson remembers Milli

Kaufman writes her life update
by Georgia Kaufman
Media Production Editor 
     What is up my crazy cats? I am here to update you on my life, as I 
have not written any sort of humor article this year. Out of character, 
right? Even my king Doug Garrett said it himself. I am here to assure 
you, though — Georgia Kaufman is BACK. Welcome to my 
return after a one year hiatus from El Gato humor articles.
    Don’t doubt that I have attempted to write multiple 
humor articles this year. But poor Georgia Kaufman 
thought that she “lost her funny” and would never 
make a person laugh again. THIS 
WAS NOT TRUE. I AM STILL 
FUNNY. Luckily for you my ego 
is still as big as it was before, so 
the only thing you have missed 
out on these past months is 
been my ongoing charm and 
charismatic presence.
     If you have not missed me, I 
hope you read this entire article 
in spite of me. A reader’s a reader, right? Maybe now is the time 
when you’ll start to develop a little crush on me, just as everyone does 
when they experience the intellectual who is Georgia Kaufman. That’s 

what my Instagram bio refers to me as, at least. If you 
have missed me, you should have.
     Throughout the past year I have done the 
following: deleted Snapchat, gone to 
a Ptibull concert, become obsessed 
with Italians, and made each of 
these things the hallmark of my 
personality. Valid, though, because 
all of these bring me absolute 
bliss. Isolating myself from the 
unproductive and DUMB world 
of social media? What a flex. 
Screaming “DALE” out the 

window on my ride home from 
Shoreline while simultaneously 
flirting with every single person 

walking home? The real joke is the fact 
that I’m still talking about this night TBH. 

And becoming obsessed with Italians? I guess I’m just 
cultured now because I’ve been duolingo-ing my booty off for the chance 
that maybe one day I would show up to an Italian restaurant in Little 
Italy, speak to my waiter in Italian, and get served a complimentary 
glass of wine because I am just such a charming young woman who, 

apparently, is easily mistaken for an Italian. 
I am Italian in my dreams.  I know I cannot 

simply “become Italian,” but I know for 
a fact that if a genie were to appear 
the first thing I would wish for is for 

every man I know to get a mullet 
and my second wish would be to 
become Italian. I stan the Italians. 
We love them.
     I also still pretty much hate 
everyone. Except Italians, obvi. But 

in Los Gatos? I went to prom with 
my favorite person in this town: myself. 

Bestie for the restie Massimo Richiuso, 
Yung Gravy, and Post Malone — who, by the 

way, I cosplayed for Halloween — were all busy that 
night, so you can thank THEM for the Instagram content you 

got from me that evening. 
     What else is there to talk about? What have you missed? What 
has been key to the yassification of Georgia Grace Kaufman? Was it 
my creation of a food-stagram @bussinbygeorgia? Or was it the fact 
that I died, met my Dad, and then was reborn into the same person? 
Probs that one. 

whale. Probably because it was decomposing. Now, it looked so little like 
a whale that even the little girl in front of me announced it was not a 
whale, but a kraken! Wowie sweet child from the South! You sure know your 
animals! Specifically fictional animals that don’t actually exist on Earth! 
     The last experience I will discuss regarding this horse tour is one that 
still pains me to this day, so I hope you recognize, respect, and appreciate 
my vulnerability. I got the pleasure of seeing a horse’s lower appendage, 

otherwise known as its reproductive bits. 
Now, I don’t want to get too graphic 
and trauma dump upon you dear reader, 
but before realization hit, I did in fact 

question why the horse had five legs. 
If that doesn’t hint at its size, I don’t 

know what would. The horse 
was loud and proud about it as 

well. He simply stood there, 
daring us to test him or come 
closer. Some people were 

even bold enough to get out 
andxphotograph him in all his glory.I stayed in the safety of the vehicle. 
xxxxx In conclusion, if you’re ever interested in participating in a horse 
tour in North Carolina, this is what you’re in for: ugly houses, fake horses, 
nudity, and dead animals. Best of luck! 

by Elena Rexach
Public Relations Manager
     A few weeks ago, I had the pleasure of 
visiting what capitalism calls the happiest 
place on Earth — Disneyland. Normally I 
would avoid Mickey’s wonderland like the 
plague, with its water bottles that cost three 
dollars and 50 cents, COVID-infested crowds, 
and hour-long wait times; however, this trip 
was my exception. As part of the LGHS 
music program’s participation in 
the WorldStrides Heritage 
Festival, students were 
invited to spend a few 
days in Anaheim. And, 
of course, is there 
anything better 
t h a n  r u n n i n g 
around a massive 
t h e m e  p a r k 
with band kids? 
Especially if you 
so happen to be one of 
those band kids. 
     On the first day, as the 
four buses full of music kids 
careened through middle-
of-nowhere California on our 
way to Anaheim, we made a 
stop for lunch. Not just any 
stop, no no no. We stopped at the 
so-called “second happiest place on Earth” — 
also known as Bravoland. For the uninitiated, 
Bravoland is a set of oddly themed buildings 
located in Kettleman City, which is, ironically, 
not even close to big enough to be a city. 
Bravoland sells a host of totally necessary 
items, including (but not limited to) bags of 
rocks to wash in the mining-simulation thing 
outside, decorative outdoor chairs, and eight 
dollar bags of dried fruit. They even have their 
own flag, and also a cow statue?
     The next day, as our hoard swarmed the 
park entrance, I couldn’t help but notice the 
multitude of families wearing themed shirts. 

by Cara Davidson
Center Editor
     In kindergarten, I got a pet millipede. 
One day in class, we had a lesson involving 
millipedes and, as any wise kindergarten 
teacher would do, Ms. Kenny gave each 
one of us our very own millipedes 
at the end. Lo and  behold my 
first pet. Like the infamous 
dance, the Milly Rock, or the 
well known actress, Millie Bobby 
Brown, I named my millipede 
Milli. Milli was my best friend. 
I could go on and on about her 
elegance and impact on my life as 
a child. To thisxday, I consider Milli 
my first true love, and my first 
true loss. 
     Milli was beautiful. She 
was shiny and chocolate 
brown, a comforting 
little bug. She was 
gentle and loving, 
but most of all she was 
kind. If I could attribute my 
development of kindness to one being, 
Milli would certainly be who I attributed 
it to. She would whisper sweet little 
nothings into my ear and really 
build up my ego. Honestly, the fact 
that I’m attributing my large ego 
to a bug that would apparently 
whisper confidence 
boosters in 
my ear says 
a lot about my 
selfxperception. 
     Milli and I 
went on innumerable 
adventures. We went to my room, and to my 
backyard, and to my front yard, to the street, 
and get this, we even went to the garage! 
I know, we really did it all. But the most 
important thing that we did together was grow 
as person and bug, girl and insect, friend and 
friend. I think Milli taught me how to love. I 
was so attached to this tiny little thing that I 

probably shouldn’t have been so in love with. But alas, 
I was. And here began my too-strong connection to 
inanimate objects (although she was alive, of course). 
     One funny story I can remember was the time my 

170-pound dog met Milli. Amber, 
my yellow lab who was certainly 
larger than a .0002-pound 

millipede, first came into 
contact with Milli a few 
days after I brought her 
home. I remember seeing 
Amber  bend down 
to greet her before 
almostly committing 
the biggest atrocity in 
all of history. I saw it 
in slow motion. Amber 
began opening her 

mouth—probably 
to give Mi l l i  a 
big kiss on the 
forehead—however, 

I saw this as life 
or death. I dove 
under Amber’s 
significantly sized 

snout, and saved 
t h e day. Milli lived another day. And 
that was it. Literally one more day. 
Millipedes don’t live that long. (Edit: 
apparently, millipedes live up to 11 
years, so I might be at fault here). 

          On the last day of Milli’sclife, I 
awoke to my room feeling colder than 
usual, the familiar and comforting 
presence of Milli, lacking. I remember 
rushing over to her cage to begin the 
next day of adventures ahead of us,xand 
there she was. Curled up into a little 
spiral. A tiny, shiny, cinnamon roll of 
death. RIP Milli, 2010-2010. I still think 

about making her millions of little boots 
for her MILLIons of little feet, and how I 

much preferred her to a centipede.
     Milli, thank you for teaching me of the wonders of 
life, and its lack thereof at the end there. You will forever 
be my bestie bae shawty. 
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Off of the pool deck, Minert found solace within the choral com-
munity as a chance to experience change alongside a stable group 
of peers. “These are the same people that I’ve been with since sixth 
grade…we’ve grown so much as people,” Minert gushed, bittersweetly 
noting that “it’s going to be really hard letting them go at the end 
of the year, but being with a whole bunch of people that you know 
will always be with you — singing together and making something 
beautiful together — it’s really beautiful.” 

In consideration of her freshman-year self, Minert offered advice 
to new Wildcats experiencing any anxiety or concern about the next 
few years: “Don’t be so hard on yourself. One of my big things was 
I was always really criticizing myself…I’m my own harshest critic.”

“Be curious, be excited,” Minert reflected. “Explore new things!”

the program, but she has a positive outlook on 
her future, mentioning that she “still [has] great 
alternatives” to the Dutch program. 

You would be wrong to think Cleary’s port-
folio ends there, as she has also learned seven 
languages — Chinese, Dutch, English, French, 
German, Latin, and Ancient Greek — and is 
fluent in Dutch, English, Chinese, and French. 
Half Chinese and half Irish, Cleary grew up in 
the Netherlands before moving to Los Gatos 
at the beginning of her sophomore year. Her 
childhood in a different country and her mother’s 
fluency in Chinese supported her perfection of so  
many languages.

Outside of the world of academics, Cleary also 
plays a number of sports as well as a number of 
instruments. She joined the field hockey team 
during her sophomore year in an effort to get 
to know her peers and the LGHS culture. In 
addition, Cleary rode horses (from the ages of 7 
to 17) before her “life got busy, especially with 
college apps and stuff to manage.” She also par-
ticipated in the Junior National Championships 
for fencing, finishing in ninth in her age group 
in the Netherlands. Now, Cleary assistant coaches 
a youth field hockey team. 

Cleary’s expert advice for anyone planning 
to take on such a large course load or simply 
succeed in life is that “finding a good balance 
between studying and social life is important,” 
because a good portion of each helps keep up 
both your grades and your mental health. 

Though this year has left Zhurui Cleary 
feeling a little jaded, she joyfully looks toward 
her future. Her judicious demeanor, jumbo 
heart, and jazzy smile will help her avoid jinxed 
situations in her future. Zhurui Cleary, you  
are jaw dropping.

picked up on or emulated it…. She got me excited about biology.” 
Minert expressed a specific appreciation for Oregon’s marine biology 
institute further up the Pacific coast, which — in addition to the 
college’s state-of-the-art labs, equipment, and research — offers the 

opportunity to “fall back on marine biology or psychology” if 
she decides not to attend medical school. Minert noted 

that she shares her fascination for “how things work” 
with her mom, who similarly majored in biology.

Minert commented that of her experiences 
at Los Gatos, her time with the girls’ water polo 
team taught her the most about teamwork and 
cooperation. She mentioned her coach Don 
Appleton, whom she’s known for a number 
of years before playing for the Wildcats, as a 
particular “source of support” both within the 

sport and personally. “Water polo brings everyone 
together during the season and the offseason…

we’re all friends, and we’re all comfortable with each 
other,” she continued. “It’s just a really nice community 

that can support you.” Minert added that Oregon’s heated indoor 
pool offers Minert an opportunity to join the college’s club water polo 
team: “You know, getting out of the pool in the winter — it’s terrible!”

• Bouadjel-Zebian speaks  
   at LGHS TEDx event
• DeWinter looks forward 
   to new opportunities

Minert reflects on her past years at Los Gatos

by Kate Gruetter and Bridie Beamish
Culture Editor and Media Production Editor 

If there is one interest which senior Linda Bouadjel-Zebian 
cares more about than the environment, it’s sharing and spreading 
this passion with others. Founder of the on-campus Environmental 
Outreach Club and a recent TEDx presenter at the school’s Mar. 26 
event, Bouadjel-Zebian is nothing short of impressive, and the 
impact of her achievements extend far beyond individual effects, 
positively benefiting not only our community but the Earth. 

Despite not possessing a “click-y moment” that inspired her 
interest in environmental justice, Bouadjel-Zebian’s influences 
occurred close to home. “Growing up in Los Gatos, you see the 
wildfires, you hear about [them] on the news, you get scared and 
pack up [your] stuff. . .and [I saw] it impact myself and my friends 
and my peers so close to home,” Bouadjel-Zebian recounted. After 
this initial influence, Bouadjel-Zebian continued to reflect on cli-
mate change and the issues that led to these fires, and she realized 
how hard it must be for other countries in similar situations with 
fewer resources. This question inspired her to further her studies 
and advocate for environmental justice.  

Bouadjel-Zebian’s passions regarding the environment encom-
pass both small changes at school, regarding recycling and waste 
management, as well as larger changes, like switching from fossil 
fuels to sustainable energy. After kickstarting the on-campus recy-
cling program, Bouadjel-Zebian and her club “are trying to switch 

by Alia Arafeh
Opinion Editor

Jolly, jovial senior Zhurui Cleary is not a girl 
you will soon forget. Her jam-packed schedule often 
leaves her busy, but she makes sure to fill the rest 
of her time participating in worthwhile activities, 
all of which she joyfully partakes in. 

This year, Cleary filled her class schedule with 
academically rigorous courses. Taking five AP 
classes, Cleary does not get much time to relax. 
She explained that she’s “always wanted to be a 
doctor, so [she’s] taking a lot of science classes.” 
Her schedule includes AP Chemistry, AP Physics 
C, AP Computer Science, AP Calculus AB, and AP 
Government/Honors Economics.
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by Marissa Hein
Graphics Editor

From performing stunts with the cheer team, 
to furthering her interest in biology, and building 
meaningful friendships with her peers, senior 
Ishbel Slater has certainly made the most of her 
time at Los Gatos High School.

for her biology class in freshman year. The project 
required the students to analyze tests in order to 
determine what diseases patients within the simu-
lation carried. Although she is not completely sure 
what she wants to do in the future, she is interested 
in pursuing a career in genetic counseling. 

The idea of attending a school outside of the 
United States first caught her attention after she 
watched a “Day in the Life” video of a student 
attending a university in London. Plus, Slater isn’t 
a total stranger to Scotland. “I’m already a citizen,” 
she noted. A large part of her family still lives there, 
and she looks forward to seeing them more often. 

For Slater, another highlight of attending the Uni-
versity of Glasgow is the travel opportunities. Travel 
is one of Slater’s passions, and she is determined to 
make the most of her time there. She gushed that “one 
of the perks of living in Scotland is people who are 
under 20 get a free bus pass.” Outside of exploring all 
that Scotland has to offer, visiting Australia and Italy 
are at the top of her bucket list. She would also love 
to revisit New Zealand. The first time she visited, her 
family took a road trip through the country. However, 
Slater explained, “I was really young when I went, so 
I want to go again at some point.”

As excited as she is to embark on a new adventure, 
there are still a few things about high school that she 
will miss. Slater revealed that one of the hardest parts 
of leaving for college is separating from “friends that 
[she’s] known since literally first grade,” as well as 
all her other teachers and peers whom she has formed 
deep relationships with. Slater was part of the high 
school’s LEAD program for all four years during high 
school, where she found a tight-knit community that 
is extremely special to her. Leaving that community, 
as well as high school, will be “hard to adjust to” for 
her. Nonetheless, there is no doubt that she has a 
bright future and will make them all proud.

to solar panels to get more clean sources of energy,” she reported, 
continuing that the club is trying “composting, trying to reduce 
plastics on campus and in the cafeteria. . .and encourage students 
to bring their own reusable utensils to school.” The club focuses 
on implementing efficient and important changes on campus; it 
also spoke with prominent leaders like Al Gore and participated in 
Climate Reality training. 

When asked about her experience at the LGHS TEDx event, 
Bouadjel-Zebian explained her commitment to sharing her research 
and passion for the environment. This young environmentalist 
presented an informative and passionate speech on climate change 
and how it will hit developing countries the hardest. Though she 
was nervous about speaking in front of such a large audience, 
Bouadjel-Zebian stated that she was grateful she did it, reflecting 
that it would have been a “missed opportunity” to pass up a chance 
to educate others and inspire such a change. 

Looking toward her future, Bouadjel-Zebian hopes to continue 
her environmental studies at Chapman University this fall. Though 
not sure if she will fall into the more legal or hands-on aspects 
of her major, Bouadjel-Zebian stated that “working with the 
Environmental Protection Agency,” would be “the dream.” After 
many years of improving the Los Gatos High School campus, this 
dedicated senior will also join Chapman’s environmental club to 
hopefully “bring something to the table,” such as eliminating the 
campus’s use of single-use plastics. 

Bouadjel-Zebian advocates environmental justice

by Sophie Sullivan
Editor-in-Chief

Whichever location you find senior Josephine Minert — whether 
that be in the pool with the water polo team, onstage with the 
women’s choir, or around Eugene, OR, for college next year 
— you’re sure to experience a genuine appreciation for 
life alongside her. 

This future Duck is headed to the University 
of Oregon next fall to study biology, but has her 
sights set on “seeing new people and experi-
encing new places,” whomever or whatever 
they may be. Though she knew she wanted to 
experience a new climate, both environmen-
tally and culturally, Minert found that Oregon’s 
opportunities and activities presented her with 
the “amazing school spirit” she sought in the 
college process. 

Los Gatos’s biology courses helped to foster Min-
ert’s pursuit of the natural sciences, mentioning freshman 
Honors Biology teacher Monica Minson as “a really big factor 
in my fascination.” Minert continued that “[Ms. Minson] always had 
so much energy and so much passion for biology that I sort of just 

Cleary shares her high school advice Slater readies to go abroad
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Slater joined the cheer team at the beginning 
of her freshman year. During her four years on 
the team, she performed as both a flyer and a 
base. Although COVID lockdowns put the sport 
on a brief pause, Slater explained that restarting 
cheer her junior year was a fun way to “get back 
into a sense of normalcy.” However, cheer was 
more than a fun extracurricular for her; the sport 
taught her valuable lessons about teamwork and 
problem solving. As one of the Varsity captains, 
she spent her senior year learning about what it 
takes to be a leader. When asked about the biggest 
lesson cheer has taught her, she said that “when 
you’re a leader, it’s really good if you develop a 
relationship with everyone.” 

Next fall, Slater will attend University of 
Glasgow where she plans to study genetics. She 
discovered her interest in genetics during a project 

If there is any advice she could give to those continuously 
aspiring to reach their goals,  Bouadjel-Zebian proclaimed, “keep 
your head up…there’s always gonna be haters. There’s always people 
who will doubt you along your way. Ultimately, this young achiever 
declared, “believing that you can do it, I think is what makes the 
world of a difference.”

courtesy L. Bouadjel-Zebiancourtesy L. Bouadjel-Zebian

As Cleary succeeds in her courses at school, she 
also pushes herself academically on her own time. 
Cleary’s perfect ACT score — a 36 — and her 90 
percent on a Dutch medical  entrance exam are more 
than enough to prove her academic capabilities. 
Cleary explained how she had to study and take the 
latter in order to study medicine, stating that “[she] 
had to wake up at 4:00 AM, and [the test] was six 
hours long.” Unfortunately, Cleary did not get into 

courtesy I. Slatercourtesy I. Slater
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by Trent Bartlett
National/World Editor

He may be putting out fires on Saturdays or 
leading the boys’ Varsity volleyball team during 
the week, but one thing is definitive: senior Jake 
DeWinter is an amazing person with a bright 
future. 

Throughout his four years at Los Gatos High 
school, DeWinter has been a part of numerous 
sports teams, including football and volleyball, 
while attending different clubs like Interact, the 
French club, and the wakeboarding club. DeWinter 
has excelled in school, achieving a high GPA and 
tackling challenging course curricula, including 
multiple AP courses and Honors classes. While those 
classes were “very challenging,” they set him up 
for success as he plans to attend the University of 
Wisconsin in Madison to major in Business. 

While attending Wisconsin, DeWinter enlisted 
to be a part of the Navy Reserve Officers’ Training 
Corps for four years, better known as NROTC. Then, 
after graduating, he plans to be commissioned as 
an officer in the Navy. DeWinter said, “I’m really 
excited, I can’t wait to meet people who have the 
same passion as me.” Followed by, “I’m hoping to 
learn as much as I can, and the people around the 
program in Wisconsin made me super excited.”

Though his time at college is fast approaching, 
DeWinter is also set to have a hectic summer. Some 
of his plans include doing a Bootcamp as a part of 
NROTC and traveling the world with plans to visit 
Tahiti, Hawaii, and South Africa. 

However, DeWinter isn’t just invested in his 
high school life and post-high school plans. He is 
also involved in a church youth group that has sent 
him on countless community service trips. These 
have included going to Mexico over Spring Break, 
and Costa Rica over the summer. 

Along with his community service, DeWinter is 
involved in his local Fire Explorer post through the 

San Jose Fire Department. He started this calendar 
year, and there is mandatory training once a month 
and volunteer opportunities on Saturdays. DeWinter 
applied around September and made it through 
a tough, competitive selection process. During 
monthly meetings, they “learn the essentials of 
firefighting and get to do live training with real 
firefighters.” He also encouraged people to apply 
and look into it as it has changed his outlook on 
many things. He said, “the program is unlike any-
thing else and is the coolest part of every month, 
so it is a great opportunity and introduction to the 
fire service.” This program has also opened him up 
to get his EMT certification in the fall to volunteer 
as an EMT through college and start becoming a 
firefighter after his military service. 

DeWinter is ready for the final push and summer 
as senior year winds down. So whether you see 
him giving back to the community or leading a 
volleyball team to multiple wins against tough 
opponents, DeWinter will forever be a part of the 
Los Gatos community.

 

by Sophie Sullivan
Editor-in-Chief

According to senior Katarina Bjegovic, “good things happen out 
of everything” — and good things are sure to follow after just one 
conversation with this future Banana Slug. Bound for UC Santa Cruz 
this fall to pursue computer science, future classmates are sure to 
regard Bjegovic as a congenial conversationalist.

The senior first lived through the meaning of her quote in middle 
school after not making the cut for a volleyball club she tried out 
for. “It was soul-crushing,” she first reflected, before continuing that 
through her secondary club Bjegovic “ended up meeting one of the 
best friends [she’s] had in forever…[who] introduced [Bjegovic] to this 
other coach who has changed [her] life for the better.” Her tenure with 
the sport has since instilled an appreciation for collaborative growth 

by Maya Gomez
Sports Editor

As a dedicated student, talented gymnast, and determined 
individual, it comes as no surprise that LGHS senior Reese 
Drotar continuously excels in both the athletic and 
academic world. 

Seeing the amount of liveliness and enthu-
siasm that the one-year-old Drotar had, her 
parents made the decision to place her 
in gymnastics. “I was a kid with a lot of 
energy,” Drotar explained, continuing, 
“I kept trying to go upside down on my 
couch and was climbing up the poles in 
my house. My parents were like ‘yeah, we 
have to put her in.’” The young gymnast 
attended West Valley Gymnastics until she 
was about seven years old when she switched 
to Airborne Gymnastics, where she still competes 
today. Despite her efforts to try out a variety of other 
sports in her childhood, Drotar revealed that gymnastics “seemed 
to be the only one to stick.”

Although she has limited free time, Drotar makes time to teach 
tumbling classes at Airborne, as well as helping out at her sister’s 
West Valley dance studio during the summer. In the school year, 
juggling both academics and gymnastics gives this athlete little 

 Drotar continues competitive gymnastics at Arkansas
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DeWinter excels at LGHSWhite commits to Wake Forest
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both on and off the court, explaining that “some of the best teams 
[she’s] played with…had this really good culture where they could 
trust each other, but they knew how to work with each other. It’s this 
culture of working through things together —maybe someone messes 
up because they’re thinking about SATs — the setter is going to pick 
it up and turn the ball around because they know that they’re going 
through a tough time.”

Bjegovic sought out this kind of collectivist sentiment in Los Gatos’s 
Advanced Science Research (ASR) class, a community she described as 
“one of the most incredible programs at our school.” As one of the few 
electives to offer almost entirely-independent research opportunities, 
Bjegovic noted that it finds its strength in its students’ diversity. “I 
would not have been able to do my project this year without the help 
of other minds in my class,” she commented, adding that “everyone 
has their own niche, their own background, their own ideas, but they 
come into this class and find common ground.” Her research used 
machine learning to analyze capsule endoscopy images and identify 
intestinal abnormalities, a pursuit she settled on after speaking with 
her sister about her professional biomedical devices. Despite the proj-
ect being individual, Bjegovic emphasized that “the best thing about 
ASR is everyone really helps you every step of the way, whether that 
be coming up with a project or realizing it,” recalling conversations 
she held with biology students and engineering advisers alike in 
determining her program.

While Bjegovic discovered a passion for biomedical devices and 
machine learning, she clarified that the two are “artificial intelli-
gence-based” subsets of computer science — a field she’s had her sights 

set on for years. “I feel like a lot of times, things like college can break 
your interest. But I’m not too fearful,” she said, noting that “having 
so much experience with it has allowed me to understand…where I 
struggle, where I succeed, [and] how I overcome these struggles.” 
Speaking about Bjegovic’s affability, computer science and physics 
educator Matthew Holm stated: “You can find Kat at the intersection 
of wisdom and mirth. And if you do, she will give you some water and 
offer to carry your backpack.”

Bjegovic spoke candidly about wishing she’d allowed herself to “be 
vulnerable in the moment…to be curious and be wrong” during her 
time at Los Gatos, but adopted a kind of simplistic appreciation for the 
inevitable change that college presents her. “I hope to be someone that 
I will appreciate, and approve of, and enjoy as much as I try to enjoy 
and appreciate myself right now,” she ruminated. “That’s kind of my 
goal…to become a person I would be proud of in every stage of my life.”

Bjegovic pursues computer science at ucsc

photos courtesy R. Drotarphotos courtesy R. Drotar

by Sarah Gouldrup and Emily Duvall
People Editor and Humor Editor

After playing football and basketball at LGHS and 
immersing himself in numerous AP classes, Senior 
Luke White is going out with a bang by heading 
off to Wake Forest University to play Division I (D1) 
football. As a driven individual who has cherished 
his time at the high school, he could not be more 
ecstatic to play collegiate football and move forward 
with the next chapter of his life. 

time off — aside, of course, from when she is injured. While she has 
overcome several intense injuries, including a torn labrum that resulted 
in a six-month recovery and tearing “pretty much everything in [her] 
knee,” Drotar surprisingly cited one of her most disruptive injuries as 

a concussion. With the concussion, she explained, “I couldn’t 
go to school, gym, or anything like that. That was pretty 

bad.” Having spent nearly four weeks recovering from 
the concussion, she found that having to stay still 

was very difficult, explaining, “I like to stay busy 
all the time here. So not being able to even go 
to school was hard. I literally just laid in bed. I 
couldn’t really watch TV either. I was bored out 
of my mind.” 

Drotar found that time off due to injury 
looks much different in gymnastics than it does 

in some other sports. “Everyone thinks that when 
[gymnasts] say ‘time off,’ we would actually be taking 

time off fully,” she said, dissenting that they don’t really 
ever take time away from the gym. The athlete elaborated 

that “when I say ‘I have to take some time off,’ I obviously can’t be 
doing routines and such, but I’m still going into the gym and doing 
conditioning and everything, just so that I don’t get too out of shape. 
So having that concussion was so hard, just because there really was 
not much I could do.” Because of these various injuries, as well as 
COVID-19, Drotar has yet to finish a full season over the past four years. 

However, this hasn’t stopped her from pursuing recruitment, 
receiving offers from not one but two academically and athleti-
cally rigorous schools. “[Initially], I committed to Cal Berkeley. 
It was honestly just not the right fit.” She elaborated, “I tried 
very hard to embrace it. But after a few months, I got knee 
surgery. I was already having a rough time. I had to think to 
myself, ‘Where do I want to continue this, if I even want to 
continue at all?’” Drotar eventually got in contact with coaches 
from the University of Arkansas, and discovered that the South is 
where she wanted to be. “I ended up decommitting from Cal and 
committing to Arkansas. They’re both great schools, but they’re 
very different…They’re on completely different sides of the 
country, and the vibes were completely different. I think that 
the team camaraderie was more of what I wanted at Arkansas.”

With strong determination and years of experience, this 
future Razorback is destined for academic and athletic greatness. 

White has been busy during his senior year with 
a schedule including AP Calculus AB, AP Environ-
mental Sciences, English 12, AP Government/Eco-
nomics Honors, and Social Entrepreneurship. White 
explained that the beginning of his senior year, as 
well as the majority of high school career, was busy 
with school and sports combined. “It made for a 
lot of late nights, going from two and a half-hour 
practices and then going home to do homework, but 
I made it through and it was manageable.” 

The senior explained that he always had a love 
for football, but was not totally sure that he was 
interested in playing D1 Football until he was a 
senior, after he had applied to colleges. He went 
into detail about this process, sharing that, “I had 
already applied for college once I began sending 
out my highlight reel to coaches. The schools that 
I was applying to already had football programs 
that I was interested in, so I made the highlights 
and put it on Twitter and I began receiving 
offers.” White committed to Wake Forest as an 
outside linebacker/strong safety in early April. 
The Atlantic Coast Conference school is located 
in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, and has large 
amounts of school spirit; White mentioned how 
excited he is for “the large crowds and feelings of 
that large of a school.”

Looking back on his days at LGHS, White 
reminisced about the memories he created sur-
rounding his team and his sport. He explained that 
in terms of football, he would miss the supportive 
environment in the Los Gatos community, stating 
how “you have a connection to the fans, like the 
student section, you know most of them. A lot of 
them are parents and your family friends.” While 
he will miss the friends he’s played with since his 
Pop Warner days, that hasn’t stopped him from 
experiencing the excitement of playing a collegiate 
sport. White named “the atmosphere and the 
stadiums that are known for having a lot of fans 
and like special traditions” as a few of the many 
aspects he is looking forward to at Wake Forest. 

With graduation just around the corner, White 
has spent his time hanging out with friends and 
amping up his workouts to prepare for college. 
Over the past four years at LGHS, White has not 
only grown into an incredible student and athlete, 
but a dedicated and driven person as well. To his 
freshman-year self, White advised: “Cherish it 
because it goes by fast.”
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by Jackie King
Editor-in-Chief

If you ever find yourself on the Los Gatos High School pool deck, you 
are sure to run into the three-sport aquatic athlete and El Gato’s 2022 
Player of the Year, Zoe Frangieh. As an integral part of the LGHS swim, 
water polo, and dive teams for the past four years, this record-breaking 
senior is no stranger to hard work and dedication. 

Although senior year typically entails months of anxiously awaiting 
college decisions, Frangieh’s commitment to Arizona State University to 
play Division I water polo allowed her to remain focused on finishing 
high school on a high note.

Frangieh began the 2021-2022 school year hopping right into water 
polo season, the first full season since 2019 due to the pandemic. 
Using her swimming background to the best of her ability, Frangieh 
was the designated sprinter for the team and helped the Wildcats stay 
on top through her dominant counterattack. Her speed and leadership 
as team captain allowed the Varsity team to secure their seventh 
straight league championship — losing only one league game the 
whole season — and earn the number four seed at the 2022 Central 
Coast Section (CCS) tournament. 

Despite Frangieh’s decision to stop swimming for her club team, De 
Anza Cupertino Aquatics, to focus on water polo her freshman year, her 
swimming success continued throughout her high school career. As one 
of the only freshmen on the 2019 Varsity swim squad, the future has 
always been bright for her. Although the pandemic forced the team 

to cancel the 2020 season, Frangieh came back strong after the 
quarantine, breaking the LGHS school record in the 50 freestyle with 
a time of 23.83 seconds in the 2021 season. The senior explained 

by Georgia Kaufman
Media Production Editor

After returning from Folsom, CA, to participate 
in the annual Southwest Rowing Regionals hosted 
by USRowing, the Los Gatos Rowing Club (LGRC) is 
closing out its spring season. Southwest Region-
als sends the top four crews in each category to 
participate in the Youth National Championships 
in Sarasota, Florida, from June 9-12.

Both men’s and women’s squads sent a total 
of 49 entries to the event in Folsom, with 17 
entries qualifying for nationals. The club also did 
extremely well during the first two days of racing, 
qualifying 38/49 past time trials on Friday and 
sending 19 of those 38 boats through semi finals 
on Saturday to race grand finals on Sunday. Both 
squads ended up qualifying for youth national 
championships in Sarasota in almost 20 different 
categories collectively. The athletes medaled in 
12 categories, receiving three gold, five silver, 
and four bronze for the club. 

The LGHS athletes who qualified include 
freshmen Alex Buchowski, Emerson Adams, 
Harriet Cheetham, Kyra Cherlopalle, and Tanav 
Shankar who all participated in U16 events. The 
sophomores who qualified include Lauren Fisher, 

Lax closes off a strong season

LGHS dance team celebrates its graduating class of 2022

Player of the Year: ASU commit Zoe Frangieh breaks records 
her favorite part of swimming is when her teammates “help me get 
excited and hyped up to race. Swimming has such a high mental game, 
so having people who support me is what pushes me to do my best.”

Her final year on the squad began in Feb. 2022 and the team captain 
has not let up on the breaks since. Competing in multiple events each 
meet including backstroke, breaststroke, and freestyle throughout 
individual and team events, the talented leader has seen immense 
success. She helped secure the Varsity girls’ team third place at league 
finals this year, breaking her own record in the 50 freestyle swimming 
a 23.81 and competing in two team relays. The new school record did 
not last long, as the diligent swimmer broke it for a third time with 
a 23.76 at CCS Finals, helping her team earn an eighth-place finish.

Frangieh’s high school experience may have been different from the 
average student’s as it often consisted of being on a pool deck from 
2:00 pm to 7:00 PM, while also trying to succeed in high-level classes, 
but she would not change it for anything. Frangieh was the only girl on 
the LGHS team to continue on to the State Championships this year for 
an individual event where she beat her record again swimming a 23.65 
and placing 16th at the meet and led the LGHS girls’ 200 freestyle relay 
to break the former school record, swimming a 1:38.84. 

The future Sun Devil is pumped to have finished her high school 
athletic career on such a high; Frangieh is ecstatic to be spending her 
summer training with the Division I water polo team in Tempe as she 
looks forward to shining on a new stage in the spring, one that will 
be sure to allow her to flourish for the next four years.

Annika Sivi, Lucie Boillet, Sarah Drabkin, Nicole 
Messer, Daniella Swedenborg, Diego Lasso, Kyle 
Brown, and Taj Chunawala, qualifying in mostly 
U17 events. Qualifying juniors include Hannah Jen-
kins, Uma Kausik, Grace Vierra, Julia Kiplinger, 
Alberto Lasso, Miles Kramer, and Ian Moss, while 
the qualifying seniors are Jackson Cheetham and 
Justin Renner. 

by Macy Dennon
Sports Editor

Los Gatos lacrosse girls’ and boys’ lacrosse 
Junior Varsity and Varsity teams played val-
iantly in their seasons and their last games. 

To start it off, Los Gatos girls’ Varsity 
lacrosse completed their league games unde-
feated! Speaking on this achievement, senior 
captain Maddie Holloway commented, “I mean 
going undefeated is a big deal for this program. 
And it’s not easy to accomplish at all. So we’ve 
had a very successful season. And I think that 
we built a lot of chemistry with this team. 
So it’s been really good.” One of Holloway’s 
co-captains, junior Jackie Enns stated, “it feels 
like we’re really getting rewarded for the work 
we put in. It’s just a really good reassurance 
to everybody that what they’re doing matters.” 
The team headed into Central Coast Section 
(CCS) on Saturday, May 14 as the number 
three seed. Holloway remarked, “I really hope 
that we all come in with confidence and a lot 
of positivity. Like when we get through CCS, 
if we like, we are really confident with our 
skills. Like communicating on the field and just 
working really well together, I think will get 
us through.” The athlete is excited for next 
year’s seniors but saddened that her season 
has to come to an end. Holloway hopes that 
the incoming freshman enter the program with  
a lot of confidence, explaining “I remember 
when I first started I was very scared to come 
into a program that’s had a lot of success. So 
I think coming in with a lot of confidence 
and just playing because you liked the sport, 
like just enjoy it.” Enns however, warned the 
new freshman to “get your butt out and work 
and prioritize this team. And work hard. We 
are watching.”

The girls’ team played Scotts Valley on 
Saturday, May 14, winning in sudden victory 

by Jenna Roselli
Public Relations Manager

The LGHS dance team produced a phenomenal last performance 
to end an equally extraordinary season. Still navigating and 
eventually recovering from the COVID-19 pandemic that severely 
inhibited the full experience of participating in the dance program, 
the team members’ dedication of countless hours and hard work 
translated into one of the most successful and meaningful years 
for the group. During the second semester, the team shifted its 
focus from football performances to supporting their fellow Wild-
cats on the basketball court with several dazzling dance routines 
throughout the season. 

To conclude the performance season, seniors Bryn Grespan and 
Jenna Roselli choreographed a four minute routine for the spring 
rally that received an excitatory standing ovation from the students 
and staff cheering them on in the stands. All of the early morning 
practices, sweat, exhaustion, and tears shed led to an astonishing 
chorographic piece that was well worth the appreciation received 
from dancers’ peers. It was an especially sentimental event for the 
senior dancers as it was their last few practices, precious fleeting 
moments, and concluding performance with the dance team of their 
high school careers. 

As the current season comes to an end, the team has already 
begun preparations to excel in the upcoming 2022-2023 school 
year. The program hosted a week-long tryout composed of two 
clinic days where dance team hopefuls learn the audition cheers 
and routines in preparation to perform in front of a panel on the 
last day, May 14. It’s tradition for current seniors on the team 

to help the coaches assemble a team for the impending season 
and assist them in the process of dance tryouts. For the graduat-
ing seniors on the dance team, it is also another opportunity to 
lengthen an arduous goodbye from such a devoted team. Senior 
Bayley Roberts who helped with tryouts described the dance team 
as a place “where I’ve made some of my closest friends and I’ll 
always cherish the memories I made on the team!” Grespan, who 
taught the hip-hop portion of the audition, confessed, “while I’m 
sad to leave the team and this school, I feel confident that the 
2022-2023 dance team will continue to thrive.” 

Having conducted a successful and competitive audition, the 
coaches have already formed the team for the approaching season 
with a group of 25 stunning dancers that was announced just 
several hours after the tryouts. To celebrate the dedication from 
the dancers, the coaches, and the parents that made the season 
possible in the midst of navigating a pandemic, the 2021-2022 
team held an end of the year banquet on May 15. Underclassmen 
members of the team presented speeches to the eight graduating 
seniors which elicited laughs and tears while looking back on each 
senior’s journey with the team. The event marked a bitter-sweet 
end to a season and a team unlike any other — a family of talented 
athletes, accomplished students, and compassionate individuals.   

HANDS UP IF LG WON: Varsity celebrates after taking the dub.

READY TO DEPART: The retiring Class of ‘22 pose together one final time.

TOP FOUR: The 4- placed fourth to secure a Nationals bid.

LGRC gets Youth National bids
overtime by one point. The game was a nail biter 
and the team did not hold in their joy. They played 
Sacred Heart Prep on Wednesday, May 18, and 
suffered their first loss of the season. Despite the  
girls’ disappointment, the team still expressed their 
pride in their season. See Los Gatos Girls’ lacrosse 
killing it on the field yet again next year! 

PREP COMPLETE: Frangieh readies herself for one of her last meets at LGHS.

Training is not over for these athletes, as they 
will continue their rigorous six days a week sched-
ule up until they leave for Sarasota right as school 
comes to a close. The rest of the youth athletes who 
belong to the club will continue to train throughout 
the summer Monday through Thursday with the 
club’s Varsity Development program. Any people 
interested in rowing with no previous experience 
are welcome to enroll in the club’s novice develop-
ment or learn to row camps; any information can 
be found on the LGRC website (lgrc.org).

To keep up with the teams and their accom-
plishments, you can follow each separate team on 
Instagram as well as the club! @losgatosrowingclub 
@lgrcvarsitywomen @lgrcvarsitymen.

G. KaufmanG. Kaufman

U17 COMPETITION: The U17 4x received silver and a Sarasota spot.

J. RoselliJ. Roselli

Los Gatos boys’ Varsity lacrosse team also 
made their way to CCS on May 14. They played 
Menlo-Atherton at home and lost by a score of 
8-11. The boys’ team beat them twice in overtime 
in the regular season, so fans knew this was going 
to be an exciting game. They once again fought 
valiantly and the team did not give up, even in 
the last seconds. The score was very close and the 
crowd made sure that M-A could hear them. The 
boys’ team went undefeated within regular league 
play, an impressive feat. The team also traveled 
during spring break to Los Angeles, and played a 
few games making their overall record 16-5. Coach 
Chris Nespor explained, “I’d say our core values 
are to take care of business. We don’t need to be 
distracted by who our opponent is, we want to 
just focus on ourselves.” This proved well for them 
during their season, as shown in their record. 
Though the team will not see the field again this 
year, they are looking to do even better in the new 
year. Los Gatos boys’ lacrosse played an impressive 
season, let’s make sure they remember it. 

courtesy S. Elliotcourtesy S. Elliot

J. KingJ. King
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BEST OF THE BEST: Brown put up record setting numbers as a Steeler before being traded to the Raiders.

Class of  ‘22 seniors end their impressive sports careers
by Maya Gomez
Sports Editor

The month of May has seen the Wildcat senior 
athletes completing their final seasons at LG and 
preparing for their lives following graduation. Such 
student athletes have spent the month reflecting 
upon their athletic and academic achievements over 
the years. 

Senior Fiona Herron has had a passion for run-
ning since her early years. Herron revealed, “I always 
loved running. In elementary school I [participated 
in] a lunch time run club and Girls on the Run.” 
Having begun competitive running in the sixth 
grade, the athlete was ecstatic to join both the cross 
country and track and field teams at LG, where she 
later qualified for CCS track finals her freshman year. 

Coming off of such a strong season, Herron 
ultimately lost both a track and cross country 
season due to COVID. She asserted, “[COVID] was 
very disappointing because I was in great shape 
starting sophomore track. But during lockdown 
I kept training, which was nice because it added 
routine to my schedule. I think that COVID 
almost helped me come back stronger because, 
in my senior seasons, I was way faster than I 
thought I could be.” 

Herron’s off seasons are nothing short of 
miraculous to us non-athletes. She conveyed 
that a large portion of her skillset is strength-
ened during the summertime. “It builds the 
base for the whole season, and building up is 
crucial so that your body is strong when racing 
season begins.” Herron elaborated “I typically 
do 35-40 miles a week during the summer.” 
The athlete, who also uses her winter to begin 
base training for track season, only takes four 
weeks off a year before beginning training for 
the upcoming season. Although she decided 
not to pursue collegiate athletics, Herron is 
looking forward to running recreationally while 
studying biochemistry at UCLA this fall. With 

The NBA starts the 2022 playoffs off in a dramatic fashion
by Matthew Fehr
National/World Editor

Only two rounds into the 2022 NBA playoffs, this year’s postseason 
is shaping up to be one of the most exciting and memorable in recent 
history. From underdogs giving the clear favorites a run for their 
money, a surprising sweep, to a pair of win-or-go-home game sevens, 
the playoffs have yet to disappoint. 

Swim teams splash to victory
by Michaela Thimot
Culture Editor

After countless hours training and preparing for 
the California Interscholastic Federation (CIF) State 
Championships Meet, the Los Gatos High School 
Swim and Dive team had a number of podium (top 
eight) finishes and broke multiple school records 
with boys’ swimming placing 14th and girls’ swim-
ming placing 17th.

by Esha Bagora
Humor Editor

As the school year comes to an end, the softball 
and baseball seasons are finishing up as well. Each 
of the five teams ended their seasons with great 
statistics, and have some tough records to beat 
next season. 

The freshman baseball team played 24 games 
this season. They went 17-7, with an overall win 
percentage of 71 percent. Freshman Zach Biller 
had the highest batting average of 0.486, followed 
by fellow freshman Akash Gupta-Verma who 
earned a .375. Overall, the freshman baseball team 
stole 67 bases, with Biller leading with 27 stolen 
bases and freshman Will Temple stealing seven. 
Four players, freshman athletes Baker Robinson, 
CJ Rokitta, Tanner Ford, and Alex Canning, have 
a 1.000 fielding percentage, meaning that they 
made no errors on defense. 

The JV baseball team played 24 games during 
the ‘22 season, and finished their season with a 
tough loss to Homestead by only one run. With an 
overall ratio of 17-7, the JV baseball team garnered 
a 0.73 percent win rate, and went 12-2 in league.

Varsity baseball also had a solid season. They 
played 29 games, and went 13-16, and 7-7 in 
league, securing the 4th spot in the De Anza 
league. The team stole a total of 48 bases, with 
junior Drew Dillehay leading the pack by steal-
ing twelve, followed by senior Nicky Temple 
who stole nine. The team also hit a total of three 
home runs this season, by senior Kaito Haake, 
junior Sebastian Buller, and Dillehay. Sophomore 
Spencer Burg had a perfect batting average of 
1.000, followed by sophomore AJ Llepava with 
a batting average of 0.667. Alongside Burg and 
Llepava, seven other players, juniors Gavin Olsek, 
Massimo Richiuso, and Anthony Decker and 
seniors Nathan Nedwich and Kurt Beckman, 
had perfect fielding percentages. 

HEY BATTER: Catcher sets up to receive a ball from the pitcher.

The first round started on Apr. 16 following the play-in tourna-
ment, which saw the New Orleans Pelicans, Minnesota Timberwolves, 
Brooklyn Nets, and Atlanta Hawks squeak into the postseason. Notably 
absent from the playoffs this year are the Los Angeles Lakers, who many 
analysts predicted would coast to the Finals and bring home the Larry 
O’Brien trophy once more. 

The most anticipated matchup in the first round was the Boston-
Nets series. Brooklyn was thought to be a much better team than 
their record suggested, with injuries and coronavirus restrictions 
sidelining Kevin Durant and Kyrie Irving for much of the season. Yet 
surprisingly, the Nets are the only team thus far to be swept in the 
playoffs. The rest of the Eastern conference saw the first-seeded Miami 
Heat complete the gentleman’s sweep against Atlanta, beating the 
Hawks in five games. The third-seeded Milwaukee did the same to the 
Chicago Bulls. The only other interesting series in the East saw the 
Philadelphia 76ers face off against the Toronto Raptors, during which 
Philly star Joel Embiid suffered an orbital fracture and concussion in 
their series-clinching game six.

The Western conference was not quite as interesting. Golden State 
easily eliminated the short-handed Denver Nuggets in five games, 
despite MVP Nikola Jokic’s best efforts. Dallas ended yet another Jazz 
postseason early, raising questions about Utah’s struggles in the play-
offs and a potential roster shakeup or coaching change. The Memphis 
Grizzlies had an exciting series against Minnesota, which saw the Tim-
berwolves give up multiple 20-point leads in different games. The most 
exciting matchup, however, was the first-seeded Phoenix Suns series 
against New Orleans. The Pelicans played much better than their record 

a strong wit and undying determination, this 
senior is bound to blow LA away. 

A soon to be Nighthawk, senior softball 
player Lynsey Chiala is overjoyed to play Divi-
sion II softball at Northwest Nazarene University 
this coming fall. After watching her older sister, 
2020 LGHS graduate Sarah Chiala, conquer the 
softball field, Chiala was determined to excel as 
well. “So, my sister was really good at softball. 
I wanted to be better than her. I don’t know 
why, just because I was bratty like that I guess.” 
Soon after jumping into the sport headfirst, 
Chiala discovered that she thrived in the ath-
letic environment, and found her place on the 
pitcher’s mound. 

Knowing from a young age that she wanted 
to play collegiately, Chiala was heartbroken when 
COVID hit and interfered with her recruitment 
goals. “There’s a rule that you can’t talk to any 
colleges until you’re a junior. So I had spent years 
going to these camps and college coaches [com-
municated] with my coaches, and everything 
kind of got taken away from me because COVID 
hit my junior year.” Nonetheless, a Northwest 
Nazarene coach discovered her during summer 

KEEP SWIMMING: Frangieh looks at her time for the race.

ALL SMILES: Herron takes a recovery a day at the beach. 

 UP AND AWAY: Golden State Warrior player Otto Porter Jr. shoots the ball. 

Softball and baseball finish up

At the meet, swim captain senior Zoë Frangieh 
placed 16th, breaking her own 50 Free school record 
with a time of 23.65 seconds. Shortly after, Z. 
Frangieh, alongside her younger sister sophomore 
Karly Frangieh, as well as juniors Lily Van Putten 
and Katy Hawk set a new school record for the girls’ 
200 Free Relay with a time of 1:36.84. In the 100 
Breaststroke, sophomore Ewan Lonergan placed 
11th and was a tenth of a second away from beating 
the current school record. 

This season, Coach Jim Deming has been keep-
ing the team focused on more personal goals. In 
order to achieve this, he had the members of both 
swimming and diving submit a goal sheet, and all of 
the coaches have worked together during the season 
to help each athlete achieve the goals they set for 
themselves. This included information such as how 
many strokes they would have to do or how much 
they would have to improve their time to meet their 

ball, and “everything just fell together.” Compassion-
ate, disciplined, and extremely optimistic, Chiala will 
undoubtedly lead a strong future on the Northwest 
Nazarene softball team and beyond. 

These talented students, as well as numerous 
other seniors, have dedicated so much time and 
effort to Los Gatos High School athletics. Despite 
the cancellations of seasons due to COVID, our senior 
athletes’ devotion carried them through sophomore 
and junior year. Many of them will continue their 
sports into college, doing incredible things based 
on skills cultivated at LGHS. Although not all our 
senior athletes will continue their sports, all of them 
will leave lasting impacts on our schools academic 
and athletic life. 

ENJOYING LIFE: Chiala laughs after a throwing great pitch. 

suggested, and they proved to be a bigger problem than Phoenix was 
expecting — although still not enough of one to overcome the Suns.

The conference semifinals have been filled with much more drama. 
No series ended in fewer than six games, with two going to seven. In 
the East, Miami dispatched Philadelphia in six games. Joel Embiid’s 
injuries, James Harden’s poor showing, incredible defense by the 
Heat, and strong performances from forward Jimmy Butler proved 
to be too much for the 76ers to overcome. The Bucks-Celtics series 
went back and forth, with each team winning multiple road games. 
The Milwaukee Bucks, who won the championship last year, were 
missing Khris Middleton for the entirety of the series. The absence 
of a secondary scorer was felt by the Bucks, as two-time MVP Giannis 
Antetokounmpo was unable to carry his team to victory in a hostile 
TD Garden in game seven. 

Meanwhile, the Golden State Warriors won an extremely physi-
cal and drama-filled matchup against the Grizzlies in the Western 
conference. Flagrant fouls, suspensions, and injuries hijacked the 
conversation around what was otherwise a very entertaining and close 
series. Save for games five and three, each contest was close. Golden 
State ultimately emerged victorious and is returning to the Western 
Conference Finals after a two-year hiatus. The Suns-Mavericks series 
went to seven games, as neither team was able to steal a victory on 
the road during the first six contests. Pressure was on the Suns to close 
out the series at home in game seven, as they jumped to an early 2-0 
series lead. Yet the Mavericks completely decimated Phoenix in game 
seven, handing the Suns their worst loss of the year and eliminating 
them from the playoffs.

JV softball also had a spectacular season. They 
went 19-8 overall, and 10-0 in league, earning the 
number 1 spot in their division. Overall, the JV 
team stole 102 bases, with Freshman Addie Sorto 
stealing 17, and freshman Robyn Young following 
closely behind with 16. Two players had perfect 
fielding averages of 1.000, sophomore Alicia Park 
and junior Eilidh Davidson. Freshman Lily Young 
had the highest batting percentage of 0.528, closely 
followed by freshman Clare Torres with a batting 
percentage of 0.524. Additionally, the team hit a 
total of four home runs this season, two by fresh-
man Nicole Steiner, one by Torres, and the other 
by R. Young. 

Varsity softball played 25 games and went 22-3, 
earning a 88 percent win percentage. In league, they 
went 11-1 to get the number 1 spot in the De Anza 
division. The Lady Wildcats ended up with a season 
total of 20 home runs, with junior Anna Bean 
accounting for nine of them, followed by senior 
Addie Payne who hit seven. They stole a total 
of 36 bases, with junior Daisy Moore and Payne 
stealing five each. Senior Skyler Rios holds the 
highest batting average of 0.500, followed by Bean 
who has 0.443. Rios and Payne share the highest 
fielding percentage of 1.000 throughout the season. 

All five teams had amazing statistics during the 
‘22 softball/baseball seasons. Following the short 
COVID season, the teams performed beautifully and 
will hopefully continue to do so in their future 
seasons. Go Wildcats! 

D. HathawayD. Hathaway

A. EvansA. Evans
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goal. Because of this dedication and hard work, a 
lot of people were able to achieve new PRs. 

Coach Deming shared that his favorite part 
about coaching is “working with each individual 
student athlete to help them be the most success-
ful person they can be, in and out of the pool. [He] 
also enjoys working with the other very talented 
coaches, all of whom are dedicated to developing 
[LG’s] student athletes.”

The swim team has about 75 Varsity swimmers 
and the Dive team has 18 divers. Senior swim cap-
tains Z. Frangieh, Riley Sullivan, Mío Nakamura 
and dive captain senior Isabella Scalise-Royston 
have been a major part of their teams’ success 
throughout the season. In past years, the dive team 
typically consisted of five to ten divers, making 
this the biggest team they’ve had in years. Though 
the shift to a larger team has been difficult, the 
coaches have put in countless hours of work and 
all the divers are improving very quickly. 

On Apr. 5, the team celebrated their seniors 
during their home meet against Los Altos at the 
LGHS pool that the juniors and underclassmen 
had surrounded with posters and all kinds of 
decorations. There are 12 seniors total — ten 
swimmers and two divers — and each swimmer 
and diver gave a speech halfway through the meet 
to celebrate the seniors on the team. 

According to junior Ekaterina Kokinos, a few 
weekends ago the two teams decided to switch 
places during a joint practice. They made the 
swimmers dive and the divers swim, which was 
really entertaining for the whole team. The swim 
and dive teams are much closer than they have 
been in past years because of all the team bond-
ing they have done. The teammates frequently 
have pasta feeds, dinners at Super Duper, or just 
drive around aimlessly. Regardless of the activ-
ity, they have found countless ways to become 
closer as a team.        
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