
by Kate Gruetter
Culture Editor

On Mar. 4, Los Gatos High School hosted its annual Sadie Hawkins 
dance and the theme was “Out of This World.” The school held the dance 
in the quad outside of the New Tech building, added to the campus 
back in 2018. Planned by the school’s Leadership class, the dance 
boasted a photo booth, music spun by a DJ, snacks, and outer space 
themed decorations. Attendees showed up to the dance in costume, 
sporting out� ts like black holes, aliens, and movie characters. Snacks 
included chips, fruit gummies, and water, which those in attendance 
quickly enjoyed. 

The dance began at 8 PM, and continued until 10 PM. Tickets 
were fairly inexpensive, priced at about ten dollars, with alternative 
ticket methods available for students from other schools. After a quick 
check-in at the front, students were welcome to stand, dance, eat, and 
take pictures in the quad. A colorful light tunnel welcomed students 
to the quad, and leadership placed various other bright decorations 
for attendees to enjoy. The main difference between Sadie’s and other 
dances was the costumes and girls ask policy, which meant that speci� -
cally girls asked their dates to the dance.
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Ali Schwartz, a student who was part of the dance’s planning 
process, was proud of her and the commission’s work, despite a long 
and lengthy planning process. The preparation began with a lot of col-
laboration and thought, including working on a theme and contacting 
different companies who could help set up the dance. Those companies 
included DJ and event planning agencies, who both contributed to the 
dance’s layout. After contacting these groups, Schwartz stated that “it 
was mostly layout and the details that made the dance come to life.” 
Schwartz worked with her commission to get the work done, with each 
member taking on a different task to make the dance possible. 

Schwartz also commented that, “I was really happy with the outcome. 
After all the planning, it is always such a good feeling to just see all of 
your work come to life.” The students who attended made sure to show 
school spirit, with multiple groups forming to dance to the music, as well 
as very brave individuals who danced solo for everyone to see and cheer 
on.  The music included popular favorites such as Dancing Queen, as well 
as recently popular tunes that originated from platforms like TikTok. 

One of the best and most popular parts of the dance was its theme and 
costumes, with students going all out in terms of creativity when dress-
ing up. Many people sported stylish sparkly outer space themed dresses, 
accompanied with colorful makeup and glitter. Others wore space-themed 
costumes, such as stars, space cowboys, Star Wars characters, and aliens. 

A fun and imaginative experience, the Sadie’s dance has students 
excitedly anticipating other upcoming school events and what themes 
might be in store for the future.
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FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS: Projectors illuminated the D-Wing with neon lights.
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by Marissa Hein
Graphics Editor

Thursday Night Live, a crowd favorite and longstanding LGHS tradi-
tion, made its long-awaited return to the Los Gatos High School theater 
on Feb. 17. The talent show featured twelve acts, including routines 
from Los Gatos High School’s own K-Pop Dance Club, breathtaking 
original songs, and a high-energy cover of the Bee Gees’ “You Should Be 
Dancing” by the wildly popular Teacher Band that brought the audience 
to their feet. The show, put on annually by the Leadership class, acts 
as a fundraiser for the senior class. The money from ticket sales will 
go toward various end-of-the-year senior events, such as Senior Prom.

Junior Frankie Evans kicked off the evening with a beautiful 
rendition of Fleetwood Mac’s “Landslide.” According to Evans, her 
“family loves when [she sings] that song for them,” and, after she 
charmed the crowd with an acoustic arrangement of the song on her 
guitar, it’s clear why. Evans began playing the guitar about two and 
a half years ago, although she has “been singing for as long as [she] 
can remember.” 

The MCs, who did a great job of both introducing the performers 
and entertaining the audience with skits and jokes in between sets, 
were highlights of the show. First-time MC and leadership extraordi-
naire senior Kate Mittelhauser, had a large hand in organizing the 
event. According to Mittelhauser, “it was de� nitely a challenge to plan 
the show,” due to the limited amount of time between auditions and 

the � nal performance. She explained the fast-paced process of putting 
Thursday Night Live together: “We had auditions on Monday and the 
show on Thursday, so it was a very quick turn around.” Although she 
has previously participated in theater, Thursday Night Live “was a whole 
different beast.” 

For Mittelhauser, MCing was a step out of her comfort zone. She 
admitted that she is “not the most spontaneous or daring person, so 
being a goofy MC is not the norm” for her. Even so, she, along with co-MC 
Mio Nakamura, garnered numerous laughs from the audience. Although 
hosting the show was a new task for Mittelhauser, she has “been trying 
to get out of [her] comfort zone as much as possible,” especially before 
she leaves for college. In the end, she was grateful for the opportunity 
and thoroughly enjoyed the experience.

Another standout performance took the stage near the end of the 
night. Senior Paige Tamasi’s delivery of a powerful yet relatable origi-
nal piece, titled “Cup of Coffee,” marked both her Thursday Night Live 
and slam poetry debut. When asked what inspired her to sign up for 
the performance, she explained, “I’ve been watching a lot of spoken 
word poetry online, and I wanted to give it a go!” She revealed that 
although she has long possessed a love for writing poetry, she only 
began experimenting with slam poetry once she decided to sign up for 
Thursday Night Live. Tamasi enjoyed the experience as much as the 
audience enjoyed watching her. Afterward, she gushed, “it was a lot of 
fun, and I’ll miss the show once I’m gone.”

FAN FAVORITES: The Teacher Band performed “You Should Be Dancing.” 

LURKING IN THE SHADOWS: Principal Buchanan observed the dance from above.
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by Jackie King
Editor-in-Chief

There has been little peace for seniors at Los 
Gatos High School these past few weeks, but not 
for the reason many people assume. Although 
these students may be swamped with the stress of 
their last few months of high school, their college 
decisions and grades became an afterthought since 
the beginning of a game where the only thing that 
matters is life or death: Senior Assassin. 

A senior year tradition at LGHS for as long as 
any current student can remember, the thought 
of chasing peers around town with water guns 
and the fear of going anywhere without goggles 
strapped to their foreheads or floaties to their 
biceps is what pushes students to make it to 
their second-semester senior year. The game is 
simple: you sign up with a partner and the game 
monitors assign you a target pair to assassinate at 
the beginning of each round. To get to the next 
round, you or your partner must shoot them with 
a water gun and get a video of it. People can avoid 
getting out by wearing goggles on their foreheads 
or floaties on their arms. If you get shot or fail 
to assassinate both of your targets before the 
deadline, you are out. 
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Los Gatos High School KPOP Club performs dances
by Kate Gruetter
Culture Editor

On Feb. 17, Los Gatos High School hosted Thursday Night Live, 
an opportunity for aspiring teenage musicians, performers, etc. to 
go on stage and demonstrate their talent. A standout group at this 
event was the KPOP club, a dance club dedicated to teaching people 
to dance to KPOP music. Every Wednesday, they meet as a club with 
advisor and teacher Kathleen Wehr in the dance studio to learn 
dances and practice. 

As president, Tyler Lee is look forward to the future of the club 
and its potential. “Ideally we want to make it expanded...[and perform 
at] more talent shows. We definitely want to…get word around that 
we actually exist.” Although a bit unsure of future performances, Lee 
is optimistic and looking out for opportunities, perhaps considering 
the Senior Talent show. Overall, he stated that honestly, “I have no 
idea but we definitely want to perform.” 

First introduced to KPOP over quarantine by a friend, Lee enjoyed 
the opportunity to get moving and practice his skills, especially after 
spending time isolated. At first, Lee was not passionate about or inter-
ested in KPOP as it was different from his music taste and completely 
new to him. But, he realized that “after listening to it a little more, I 
found myself enjoying it and listening to as many Bangtan Boys (BTS) 
songs as I could.” After getting drawn into the music, Lee turned to 
the dancing aspect of the genre, leading him and his friends to develop 
the idea of a KPOP dance club.

Hoping to add more dancers to the club’s roster, Lee advertised 
at the past club fair with a booth decorated with posters. The club 
also danced in front of their booth to attract spectators and possible 
members, catching the eye of sophomore Sydney Prakash, who 
remarked that they “looked like they had spent a lot of time learning 
the dance and were able to find music that matches their moves, as 
well as demonstrating lots of confidence that made the dance fun to 
watch.” The club is very accepting of new members and anyone inter-
ested can reach out via Instagram — their username is @lghs_kpdc.  

Senior Assassin commences 

Campo Di Bocce celebrates its 25th year in business 
by Lucy Sells
Media Production Editor

On Feb. 12, 1997, Tom Albanese opened an Italian restaurant 
on 565 University Avenue, complete with eight indoor and outdoor 
bocce ball courts. Since then, Campo Di Bocce has impacted the 
lives of Los Gatos families and visitors alike, bringing a unique yet 
charmingly welcoming atmosphere to anyone who steps foot in the 
establishment. Over the last 25 years, Campo Di Bocce has rolled 
its way into our hearts, becoming a delightful staple in our town. 

On a trip to Campobosso, Italy, Albanese visited the town’s Boc-
ciodromo — a building with bocce courts, a bar, a restaurant, and a 
children’s play area. As he watched families enjoy their time playing 
and dining together, Albanese decided to open his own business in 
Los Gatos. He found a lumberyard for sale, sized and located perfectly 
for his vision. Subsequently, Campo Di Bocce opened and became 
Los Gatos’ very own Bocciodromo.

Besides the regular, day to day service, Campo Di Bocce Los Gatos 
hosts several charity events throughout the year. The facility has 
given over 8 million dollars back to the community since its opening. 
Tournaments hosted at Campo Di Bocce, such as the Madden-Mariucci 
Tournament that takes place every June, have raised money for 
various charities. Some of which include the Special Olympics, Los 

Gatos High School, the Los Gatos-Monte Sereno Police Department, 
and the Ronald McDonald House Charities. 

Campo Di Bocce makes an immeasurable impact on the com-
munity, even without charity tournaments. Joe Morelli, the first 
employee hired, stated, “Anybody can play bocce. So if you’re 
talking about families, grandfather, son, and grandson can all 
play at the same time regardless of age, physical development, or 
athletic ability. Everyone is equal on a bocce court.” The facility 
has handicap accessible courts, a considerate staff happy to teach 
any beginners, and variations in the game available for those who 
need it, in order to ensure a comfortable and joyful experience.

Campo Di Bocce provides a convivial atmosphere that allows 
customers to enjoy mouthwatering food, a fun game, and great 
service. Throughout the month of February, the company celebrated 
with special discounts and events. Morelli says, “Most people assume 
[Campo Di Bocce] is like a bowling alley, where bowling is the hook 
to get in, and the food is terrible, but our food is not terrible. We 
make everything here, and people even come just for the food alone 
and not just the bocce.” 

 Campo Di Bocce is the ideal place to connect with cowork-
ers, family, friends, celebrate a birthday, or host almost any 
event imaginable. The facility has made such an incredible  

A great environment to be a part of and a club optimistic about 
acquiring new members, Lee stated, “We don’t really judge people here, 
we’re very open to having new people.” Participants do not need to 
have experience in KPOP, as the club is not only dedicated to perform-
ing, but also teaching. This goal makes joining the club beneficial to 
its members, allowing them to meet new people while also learning 
new skills and dance moves. Lee explained the similarity of Hip Hop 
dancing and KPOP dancing, and stated, “If you’re at all interested in 
dancing, KPOP dancing isn’t a completely new style of dancing...so if 
you’re just interested in dance and music in general, I really recom-
mend you maybe trying...and see if you enjoy it.” 

THE GAMEMAKERS: Payne and Charles pose for instagram.

The 2022 Assassin season began on Feb. 7, allow-
ing seniors to ditch their responsibilities and pick 
up a water gun, for the nominal cost of 15 dollars. 
The ability to avoid schoolwork is not the only 
thing that drew in over 40 percent of the senior 
class to the game this winter. With over 230 play-
ers each paying the 15 dollar entry fee, the pot for 
the winning pair grew to over 3,400 dollars before 
the game even began. During the game, people can 
place “bounties” on any player, which allows anyone 
in the game to eliminate the player mentioned in 
the bounty. These bounties cost ten dollars: five 
dollars go to the person who gets the target out, 
while the other five dollars go straight to the pot, 
only increasing the prize money for the winning pair. 

Current seniors Addie Payne and Archie Charles 
stepped up to the plate to run the game. With previ-
ous experience planning school activities through 
LGHS Leadership, they were excited about the job 
without limits on what they can or cannot do. Payne 
stated that “running the game has been nothing 
like I’ve ever planned before.” Charles and Payne 
recognized that “the backlash on some stuff is hard” 
and agreed that the game has clearly demonstrated 
the highly competitive spirit of the senior class. 
Although Charles stated that “it is impossible to 
make everyone happy,” the pair agreed running the 
game was “fun for the most part.”

As of Mar. 7, there are 38 duos in the game with 
77 people in total still in the running for the pot 
that continues to grow through the bounties added 
each day. The senior class of LGHS, along with the 
majority of the student body, are excited to watch 
the competition continue and see who will take 
home the prize in the near future. 

impact on Los Gatos in just 25 years, and its influence will only 
continue to grow. 

If you’re looking for an amusing game, delicious food, or both, 
don’t drop the ball, choose Campo Di Bocce Los Gatos.
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KICKIN IT: LGHS’s KPOP club members show off their routine at the talent show. PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT: The club’s dancers polish their choreography.
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BALLER: Albanese’s establisment celebrates 25 years of bocce and food.
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IN COLD BLOOD: Connor Blum assassinates Brody Wolfe.
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by Sidney Bricker
News Editor

The California Department of Public Health 
(CDPH) announced on Feb. 28 that the state would 
lift its school masking mandate effective Mar. 12. 
The revocation allows for schools to cease to require 

students and staff to wear masks indoors and will 
pertain to everyone regardless of vaccination status. 
The change still allows specific counties to impose 
stricter rules as each county may choose to still 
require masking in schools if necessary. 

The authorities highlighted favorable trends as 
reasons for the masking change, such as reduced 
pediatric hospitalizations, as well as the success of 
isolation and quarantining in reducing COVID-19 
spread in schools and communities. LGHS’s school-
based PCR testing revealed a COVID positive rate of 
less than one percent over the previous five weeks, 
according to Superintendent Dr. Michael Grove, the 
shift is likely a result of the district’s concerted 
efforts to limit the spread of COVID and protect 
the most susceptible through testing, encouraging 
quarantining and other precautions. 

“Since the beginning of the pandemic two years 
ago, LGSUHSD has emphasized our intent to follow 
CDPH Guidelines in determining safety measures 
for our schools,” said Grove. “This approach has 
helped to ensure that our campuses are open for 
in-person learning for our students and we plan to 
continue that approach by adopting the new CDPH 
recommendations for masking in schools. Effective 
Monday, Mar. 14, the use of masks while indoors 

at our schools will be strongly recommended, but 
optional for students and staff.”

California’s move mirrors two other states, 
Oregon and Washington, that also ruled to lift 
mask mandates in schools and other public places 
following Mar. 11. State law still requires citizens 
of the three states to wear masks in specific high-
risk locations, such as health care institutions and 
public transportation, as mandated by both state 
and federal regulations. In addition, some munici-
pal governments may continue to have their own 
standards after the statewide regulations expire. 

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and Pre-
vention revised its guidelines on how to determine 
whether the risk of infection is high enough to 
warrant limits. According to the revised criteria, 
which place more focus on hospital strains and less 
emphasis on new case reports, the FDA estimates 
that around 70 percent of Americans might safely 
quit wearing masks and keeping social isolation.

The CDC also relaxed its guidelines for mask 
use in schools, stating that it was only required in 
counties deemed high-risk under the revised criteria. 
Prior to Friday, the agency advised that all schools 
require students to wear masks.
(Sources: NY Times, CNN, CDC, CDPH)

CA Dept. of Public Health repeals school mask mandates

On Feb. 15, residents of San Francisco recalled 
three members of their school board by a wide major-
ity. The vote recalled Alison Collins, Gabriela López, 
and Faauuga Moliga with a 76.28, 72.06, and 68.87 

percent majority, respectively. San Francisco Mayor 
London Breed, California State Senator Scott Wiener, 
former San Francisco Mayor Art Agnos, and California 
State Treasurer Fiona Ma supported the recall. 

The main point of contention started in Janu-
ary 2021 when the board voted to change school 
names to “dismantle symbols of racism and white 
supremacy culture,” López said in an official state-
ment. The 46 schools included Abraham Lincoln High 
School, George Washington High School, Herbert 
Hoover Middle School, Dianne Feinstein Elementary, 
Junipero Serra Elementary, and others. 

Many parents were upset about the board setting 
aside time and resources to rename schools during 
the pandemic rather than aiding students through 
the pandemic and preparing for a return to the 
classroom. One parent, Jonathan Alloy, told the San 
Francisco Chronicle that “we’re not actually helping 
disadvantaged children by changing the name of 
the school they can’t attend.” After harsh public 
backlash, the board halted the effort to change 
school names in March 2021.

The board then received additional criticism 
because their reasoning for changing school names 
was historically incorrect. Alamo Elementary gets 
its name from the Spanish word for “poplar tree,” 

not the battle in Texas. Paul Revere Elementary 
School was on the list of schools because the board 
concluded that Revere stole land from the Penobscot 
people of Maine, but it was actually the British who 
stole the Native Americans’ land.

Collins, the board member with the largest per-
centage of recall votes, received even more backlash 
after her tweets containing anti-Asian sentiment 
resurfaced, accusing Asian Americans of using 
“white supremacist thinking to assimilate and ‘get 
ahead.’” Because of her tweets, the board voted 5-2 
in March 2021 to remove Collins as Vice President 
and from her committee positions. Collins sued the 
five board members and the district over losses in 
income, defamation, and emotional distress for 87 
million dollars in total damages. In August 2021, a 
federal judge tossed her lawsuit, citing no ongoing 
violation of federal law.

After the recall election, Mayor Breed said in a 
statement that “the voters of this City have delivered 
a clear message that the School Board must focus 
on the essentials of delivering a well-run school 
system above all else.” Organizers of the recall are 
calling on prospective appointees to apply through 
their application. The organizers will put approved 
applicants on a list of recommended candidates.  

SF residents recall three members of city school board
by Nathan Chen
Graphics Editor

After a tumultuous year, San Francisco students 
and parents are hoping for a fresh start with three 
new board members.
(Sources: City and County of San Francisco, San 
Francisco Chronicle, NPR, NBC)
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Mall launches paid parking
by Brynn Gibson
News Editor

In a controversial move, Westfield Valley Fair 
Mall launched its “Controlled Parking Plan” on Feb. 
8, ending years of free parking tradition. Shoppers 
at the San Jose mall now must pay one dollar an 
hour for parking after a free period of two hours, 
up to a maximum of 10 dollars a day. 

Officials planned the program back in 2019 
following a 1.1 billion dollar, 500,000-square-foot 
expansion of the shopping mall. However, due to the 
pandemic and ensuing economic crisis, Valley Fair 
officials postponed implementation until last month. 
Dozens of pay station kiosks have sat unused in mall 
parking garages for over two years. 

Boom gates and license plate identification pre-
vent visitors from driving straight into mall parking 
garages undetected. However, the mall failed to add 
ticket booths and gates to every single entrance. 
Los Gatos resident and LGHS parent Kelly McIntyre 
was shocked to find pay parking at her recent visit 
to the mall. Not prompted to take a ticket when 
entering the garage, she recalled, “I had to pay a 
10 dollar “lost ticket” fee. It was very frustrating.” 
Continuing, McIntyre expressed, “I’m really unsure 
why there’s a need to charge to park at all. I will 
rethink future trips to Valley Fair as a result.”

Employees are not exempt from the paid park-
ing initiative. This aspect of the new plan sparked 
the most controversy. Unless they commute, every 
worker at the mall must pay three dollars a day 
or invest 40 dollars monthly for a parking pass. 
Employee parking is now restricted to rooftops only. 

Mall workers Antonio Garcia and Viet Ngo orga-
nized an online petition demanding free parking 
for mall employees, which has already accumulated 
over 1200 signatures. They forwarded the petition 
and a letter to the mall’s assistant manager of secu-
rity. Titled “Worker Petition against Paid-Parking  
for Employees.” 

Commenter Ester A. wrote that “asking us to pay 
for parking, when we have worked through a global 

pandemic, is just super disrespectful and a theft 
of wages.” Brent Rivard, another mall employee, 
remarked: “this is a thinly veiled attempt to 
increase profits at the expense of those they know 
have no choice.” 

Mall employees took to Stevens Creek Blvd. on 
Feb. 20 to protest the new policy. One sign read, 
“Free parking passes for all mall employees. Do the 
right thing, Valley Fair. Take care of the people who 
take care of your guests.” 

In response, a Valley Fair spokesperson 
stated,“we support the right of employees who work 
at the center to voice their opinions, but we remain 
committed to our controlled parking plan.”  Manage-
ment maintains the initiative is meant to curb the 
use of the mall as free parking for Mineta San Jose 
International Airport. However, representatives did 
not specify what percentage of its 8,400 parking 
spaces are routinely stolen by loitering vehicles. 
(Sources: CBS SF Bay Area, Mercury News, Westfield 
Valley Fair)

BEEP BEEP: Valley Fair enacted a paid parking plan.

GET SCHOOLED: Mayor Breed will select replacements.
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MASK OFF: Grove announced that students can unmask. WATCH OUT: Professionals still recommend wearing masks.

WIEN(ER) ABOUT IT: The senator supported the recall.
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Russia invades Ukraine following years of rising tensions
by Matthew Fehr and Trent Bartlett 
National/World Editors

Russia invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24 after Russian President Vladimir 
Putin claimed that a “demilitarization and de-Nazification” of the 
country was necessary to protect Ukraine’s citizens from genocide. 
No such genocide exists, though Putin’s claim led to a declaration of 
war on a sovereign and democratic nation. The nature behind Putin’s 
actions stems from his displeasure with Ukraine’s growing connections 
with the West and Russia’s shrinking sphere of influence.

Tensions between Russia and Ukraine date back to the fall of the 
Soviet Union in the 1990s. The then newly-established Ukrainian 
parliament, called the Rada, declared independence from the USSR 
in July of 1990 after hundreds of thousands of people across Ukraine 
protested for independence. The Ukrainian parliament declared inde-
pendence once more in August of 1991 after a coup to remove Mikhail 
Gorbachev from power in the USSR and prevent the dissolution of the 
Soviet Union failed. The Soviet Union officially disbanded in December 
of that year. Relations between Ukraine and the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) began in 1992, although Ukraine has not become 
a member of NATO to this day. 

Despite overwhelming public support to join the European Union 
by Ukraine’s citizens in 2013, pro-Russian Ukrainian president Viktor 
Yanukovych suspended plans to sign the EU Association Agreement, 
and instead opted to strengthen ties with Russia. This sparked massive 
protests that lasted for months, eventually leading to special elections 
for an interim government and the removal of Yanukovych by Ukraine’s 
parliament. Russia did not recognize the newly-created government, 
and Putin immediately began working to annex Ukraine’s Crimean 
Peninsula. Russia invaded Crimea just days after Yanukovych’s ousting, 
and the territory was under Russian control in a little over a month.

Pro-Russian groups in the Donbas region of eastern Ukraine also 
rejected the new government, and have fought against Ukrainian mil-
itary forces since 2014 with Russian support. While Ukraine and Russia 
signed ceasefires on two separate occasions — the Minsk agreement in 
September of 2014, and the Minsk II agreement in February of 2015 — 
neither was successful at stopping the fighting. To date, the conflict 
has killed more than 14,000 people and injured tens of thousands more.

Current Ukrainian president Volodymyr Zelensky was elected in April 
of 2019. He campaigned on ending the ongoing conflict with Russia, 
although former U.S. President Donald Trump interfered with his plans 
by blocking military assistance to Ukraine. Tensions ratcheted up once 
again in April of 2021 after Russia positioned roughly 100,000 troops 
on the Ukrainian border under the pretext of military exercises and 
training. Despite Zelensky reemphasizing Ukraine’s desire to join NATO, 
President Biden said once more that the country had not met the pre-
requisites to join. Russia continued its military activity along Ukraine’s 
border throughout the year, with Putin releasing a list of unrealistic 
demands in December. Diplomatic talks between Russia and Western 
powers ultimately failed, and Russia began its invasion on Feb. 24.

Since Putin announced his “special military operation,” the two 
countries have been in a war that has taken the lives of both Rus-
sian and Ukrainian soldiers, as well as Ukrainian citizens. Zelensky 
announced the invasion and again pleaded for support from Western 
allies just moments after Putin spoke to the public. 

Since the first day of fighting, many Western nations — includ-
ing the U.S., Britain, and the EU — have placed strict sanctions on 
Russia that have crippled their economy and hurt the everyday lives 
of the Russian people. Germany also cut off its infamous gas pipeline 
connected to Russia that cost billions of dollars to create. They also 
ended a decades-long promise not to send military weapons and help 
to another nation on Feb. 26, reversing the historic policy.

Unfortunately, none of the sanctions or other diplomatic attempts 
have slowed the invasion of Ukraine. Ukrainian representatives tried 
to end the war diplomatically with Russian officials on the border 
between Ukraine and Belarus, a pro-Russian country that has allowed 
Putin to move his army closer to the capital city of Kyiv. Mr. Zelensky 
spoke live on Feb. 28 to inform the public that talks between the two 
countries were unsuccessful. 

Even though multiple attempts to end the war have been unsuc-
cessful, the Ukrainian people and military have fought hard against 
the Russian Army. This is partly due to the draft that Zelensky put in 
place on the day the invasion started. Any man in Ukraine aged 18-60 
is eligible for the draft and is highly encouraged to join the army, 
although many have said that the numbers are too few as Russian 
forces slowly move closer and closer to every major city. On Mar. 2 
the first city, Kherson, fell to Russian forces who have occupied the 
city since then. BACKLASH: Ukrainians protest against President Yanukovych in 2013.
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Russia’s invasion leads to worldwide economic chaos
by Dana Hathaway and Michaela Thimot
Sports Editor and Culture Editor 

After Vladmir Putin invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24, leaders around 
the world watched as Russia’s neighbor began to face an onslaught 
of violence. Many are worried about provoking Russia given their 
nuclear stockpile, as well as knowledge of past conflicts like 
Afghanistan. However, just because troops cannot be sent does not 
mean support cannot be offered in other ways. The United States of 
America, along with many other world powers, continues to utilize 
economic sanctions in an attempt to stop Russian aggression.

President Biden announced on Feb. 24 his plans to drain Russia 
of the finances necessary to run a large-scale invasion. His first 
measure was to cut top Russian banks out of the U.S., as well as 
implement bans on exporting advanced technology. Over half 
of Russia’s advanced tech imports come from America, and this 
chokehold is intended to slow down movement and eventually break 
down communications. On a communications level, he prohibited 
top financial officials and businessmen close to Putin from contact 
with America, placing them on a national blacklist.

The Russian economy began to spiral when the Russian Trading 
System (RTS) lost 38 percent of its value on Mar. 3, a steep drop for 
Russians around the country. Unfortunately, Putin has prepared for this 
situation. The country has over 650 million dollars in reserves, piled 
up over years to prepare for this moment. Concerns over the success 
of sanctions is prevalent, given that sanctions often take months to 
work, and Ukraine is being attacked now.

As a result of the fighting in Ukraine, the already fragile world’s 
economy will likely drop once again, with the greatest impacts felt in 
Ukraine and Russia. Oil prices in Europe have already begun to increase, 
rising all the way to 119 dollars per barrel of oil. If Europe were to be 
cut off from Russia’s supply of oil, they would have to cut back their 
use by nearly 15 percent in order to last until next winter. The spike 
in oil prices is not in Europe alone, but in the U.S. and many other 
countries as well. Gas prices in the U.S. have hit record highs with 
the average cost of gas across the country rising to 4.104 dollars per 
gallon. Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced on Mar. 6 that 
“we are now talking to our European partners and allies to look in a 
coordinated way at the prospect of banning the import of Russian oil.”

The war in Ukraine will have the most severe impact on the 
Ukrainian economy, which is already struggling to build itself back 
in the wake of COVID-19. Food and energy prices have surged in 
recent days and are expected to increase as the situation worsens. 
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) explained, “Price shocks 
will have an impact worldwide, especially on poor households for 
whom food and fuel are a higher proportion of expenses.” 
(Sources: Washington Post, NY Times, The Economist, Quartz)

ENTRENCHED: Ukrainian soliders prepare for a Russian assault in Kyiv.

STICKER SHOCK: Oil prices surge globally following Russia’s invasion. 

How to help:  donate to organizations, contact politicians 
by Trent Bartlett 
National/World Editor

With the current war in Ukraine, many close to the conflict require 
immediate assistance. There are many different ways to help those in need. 
Some include donating, calling on local politicians to condemn Putin and 
push a diplomatic end to this war, and buying goods from Ukraine while 
stopping purchases of Russian-made goods. 

Many athletes and photographers have also created one-time sales with 
all the proceeds going to victims in Ukraine, which is another way to help 
along with getting an artifact that will help.

While calling on local politicians might seem pointless, it does help. 
Many have already condemned Putin, but more can be done, and they 
can push the President and the White House to send more aid to Ukraine. 

The Russian oligarchs who control a majority of the wealth in Russia 
control a majority of the exported goods from Russia, so buying Ukrainian 
goods instead of Russian goods can prompt the oligarchs to pressure Putin 
to stop this war. 

Whether you have family affected by this war or not, we have to hold 
the people who started it responsible and help the ones affected. Go out and 
call on people to help, donate, and buy goods that will help end this war.

 courtesy Tribune News Service courtesy Tribune News Service

 courtesy wikimedia commons courtesy wikimedia commons

 courtesy flickr courtesy flickr

SEEKING REFUGE: Ukrainians flee to neighboring countries for safety.

 courtesy Tribune News Service courtesy Tribune News Service

Since Mar. 2, Russian forces have seized smaller rural areas and 
cities, but have struggled to move in on Kyiv and Ukraine’s second 
largest city, Kharkiv. The two cities have seen fighting since the war’s 
beginning and are common targets of Russian missiles and shells. 

Russia announced a ceasefire on Mar. 5 to allow Ukrainian civilians 
to leave the cities that are close to or under Russian control. How-
ever, these ceasefires didn’t last long, and just hours after they were 
announced, fighting broke out again. Since the first ceasefire, Russian 
officials reported three more ceasefires, but have been unsuccessful 
in letting civilians leave. 

As we enter the third week of the worst conflict Europe has seen 
since World War II, the fighting looks like it will not be stopping 
anytime soon. The total number of people who have died is currently 
unknown, but there are at least 352 documented Ukrainian civilians 
and military personnel deaths and a top Russian general died in 
combat. Russia originally denied any deaths, but has since told people 
that some soldiers have died; no number has been officially released. 

Since the war started, around 1.5 million civilians have fled Ukraine 
and many of the countries along its border have opened their borders 
up to refugees. Some countries have stricter rules for people trying to 
seek asylum. Britain is one of those countries and has faced increasing 
pressure from people around the world to allow asylum seekers to 
settle in Britain, although they have yet to comment on the situation.
(Sources: Vox, NPR, BBC, CNN)
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Scan the QR codes below to donate to 
humanitarian organizations provid-
ing support for the people of Ukraine.
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Students sue Harvard for ignoring sexual misconduct
by Bridie Beamish
Media Production Editor

Three female graduate students from Harvard University are 
suing the school for ignoring sexual harassment allegations and fail-
ing to protect students from alleged sexual abuse by anthropology 
professor John Comaroff. The lawsuit, which Margaret Czerwienski, 
Lilia Kilburn, and Amulya Mandav filed Feb. 8, details that Comaroff 
allegedly “kissed and groped students without their consent, made 
unwelcome sexual advances, and threatened to sabotage students’ 
careers if they complained.” It further declares that Harvard failed to 
act on the allegations, which demonstrates a system that is designed 
to protect the university’s image rather than its students.

According to the lawsuit, Mandava and Czerwienski first com-
plained about Comaroff in 2017 after one of his students alleged that 
she had non-consensual interactions with him. She then reported 
Comaroff to Harvard’s Title IX office, but the university allegedly did 
not investigate the reports. However, Comaroff denies any interac-
tions with the students who filed the suit and claims that students 
filed no report against him as the school did not notify him of any 
allegations. The lawsuit also states that when Mandava spoke with 
Comaroff in Oct. 2021, he threatened her and Czerwienski for spread-
ing “nasty rumors” about his reported sexual misconduct. 

The professor also denies these claims and instead insists that 
he was educating the students on the harmful aspect of rumors in 
an academic setting.

Kilburn also claims that the university shared her private therapy 
records with Comaroff, which he then used to undermine her state-
ments and credibility. Kilburn gave Harvard’s Office for Dispute Resolu-
tion the name of her psychotherapist after the university told her to 
provide details of anyone who had information relevant to her case. 
However, she did not expect the university to persuade her therapist 
to release information without her authorization. The lawsuit states 
that the professor used this information to declare that Kilburn must 
have imagined the sexual harassment due to her post-traumatic stress 
disorder. The university claims that they only provided the background 
information necessary to discuss Kilburn’s case.

On Jan. 20, Dean Claudine Gay announced that Comaroff was on 
unpaid administrative leave for the spring semester, would not be 
allowed to take on more graduate students, and that students who 
had him as an adviser could switch to another professor. However, 
according to the students, they faced multiple hardships from the Title 
IX office, such as discouraging them from making reports, not taking 
action to stop the reported conduct, and professors not understanding 
the mandatory reporting process.

On Feb. 14, hundreds of students and faculty hosted a “No Jus-
tice” walkout to support the three women. Protestors carried signs, 
one of which said “shame on Harvard,” and another stating “break 
the culture of silence.”  Students described the rally as one of the 
largest gatherings in recent years, and Kilburn publicly spoke at 
the walkout, stating, “this case is not about three of us. This case 
is about all of us.”
(Sources: NY Times, CNN, The Washington Post, The Harvard Crimson)

HARVARD UNDER FIRE: Harvard is in hot water after ignoring allegations.

News-in-Brief: Endangered koalas, Texan anti-trans letter
 New search for insurrection jury: On Feb. 28, the search for 
a jury for the first criminal trial stemming from the Jan. 6, 2021, 
Capitol insurrection began. Eighty unnamed Washington D.C. 
residents were called upon as potential jurors, despite defense 
attorneys arguing that no defendant will be able to stand a fair 
trial. They also added that no one can have an impartial view 
on the incident due to the immediate spread of information 
from the event. Furthermore, they cited statistics that point 
to Washington D.C. being a highly Democratic district, and also 
claim that the jurors available in D.C. harbor “extreme preju-
dice” towards those involved in the Capitol storming. (Sources: 
Washington Post, USA Today) - Esha Bagora, Humor Editor 
 Texas governor addresses anti-trans legislation: Abbott 
addressed a letter to his state Department of Family and Protec-
tive Services, urging them to begin conducting investigations 
into any minor who has elected to undergo procedures common

in transitioning. The letter, which targeted parents and families 
of transgender children, stated that allowing minors to receive 
transition care such as puberty blockers, hormone therapy, and 
surgery is child abuse under state law. 
 If enacted, the investigations would also require any licensed 
professionals who work with children — such as teachers, nurses, 
and doctors — to report these kids and their families to the state, 
or face criminal penalties. Abbott has faced serious backlash 
from this letter, with advocates as high up as the White House 
condemning it and standing in solidarity with the parents of 
LGBTQIA+ children in Texas. (Sources: NBC News, Washington 
Post) - Sarah Gouldrup, People Editor
 Thousands of baptisms nullified: The Catholic Diocese of 
Phoenix rendered thousands of baptisms performed by a Catholic 
priest in Arizona invalid based on a subtle, yet crucial, verbal 
component of the ritual. Reverend Andres Arango erroneously 
stated, “we baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit,” during rituals until June 17 of last year; 

he was supposed to use the word “I.” This one word is important 
as the Vatican ruled in 2020 that the “I” of Jesus Christ alone 
baptizes Catholics through a priest’s speech. Although Arango 
resigned as pastor, he intends “to help remedy this and heal 
those affected” who may need to get re-baptized or undergo 
other church ceremonies, like marriage, again. (Sources: ABC, 
NPR, AP) - Jordan Chan, Editorial Editor
 Koalas almost extinct: Australia has officially declared koalas 
an endangered species. Throughout the last two decades, over 
50 percent of the Eastern Australian marsupial population has 
died. The decrease in population is partly due to various dis-
eases such as chlamydia, which is a widespread disease among 
the species. Also to blame for the species’ lowering numbers is a 
shrinking habitat due to drought and wildfires. The number of  
remaining koalas is currently unknown, but Australian offi-
cials fear the species will be fully extinct in the wild by 2050. 
(Sources: NY Times, NPR, National Geographic) - Marissa Hein, 
Graphics Editor

WHPA fails to pass Senate
by Isla Patrick 
News Editor

 The Women’s Health Protection Act (WHPA) 
failed to pass the Senate on Feb. 28 eight months 
after Representative Judy Chu, a California Demo-
crat, introduced it in June of 2021. According to 
Congress, the WHPA ensures “a person’s ability to 
determine whether to continue or end a pregnancy, 
and to protect a health care provider’s ability to 
provide abortion services.” The Senate voted not 
to invoke the act with a yea-nay vote of 46-48. All 
Democrats present voted in favor of WHPA, except 
West Virginia Democrat Joe Manchin. Every Repub-
lican voted against the act.

Had the Senate enacted WHPA, it would have 
guaranteed all women in the United States the 
right to an abortion and protected health care 
providers’ rights to perform abortions free from 
restrictions. The Act would supersede laws in 19 
states that restrict a patient’s access to abortion 
care. Democrats deemed the Act necessary due 
to state-level restrictions on health care and the 
increasing level of difficulty for women seeking 
abortion in Republican-controlled states. According 
to the Center for Reproductive Rights’ website, “in 
many places, accessing abortion care is extremely 
difficult, and for many people nearly impossible.” 
Additionally, the organization claims that 90 percent 
of U.S. counties lack an abortion care provider, and 
five states have only one abortion clinic. Those most 
heavily impacted by restrictions on abortions are 
Black, Indigenous, and people of color.

Some Republicans, such as Maine’s Susan Collins 
and Arkansas’ Lisa Murkowski, support abortion 
rights, but voted against the Act because they 
believe it infringes on the rights of doctors with 
religious objections against performing abortions. 
The senators introduced a bill, the Reproductive 
Choice Act, as an amendment to WHPA which would 
codify the terms set out in Roe v. Wade and Planned 

Parenthood v. Casey. Senator Collins claimed that 
her “legislation would enshrine…important pro-
tections into law” by allowing religious doctors to 
refuse performing an abortion. Senator Murkowski 
stated, “I have long supported a woman’s right 
to choose, but my position is not without limits, 
and this partisan WHPA simply goes too far,” 
while discussing her support for the Reproductive 
Choice Act.

CROWD IN ACTION: People protest recent abortion laws.

Biden nominates a Justice
by Sonali Muthukrishnan
Editor-in-Chief

Justice Stephen Breyer announced on Jan. 26 
that he will retire from the Supreme Court this 
summer, leaving a vacant seat for President Joe 
Biden to fill. While the court will retain a conser-
vative majority (6-3) regardless of Biden’s pick, 
the president made history with his promise to 
appoint a Black woman to the Court. On Friday, 
Feb. 25, Biden announced that he had nominated 
Judge Ketanji Jackson to the vacant position on 
the high court. Her Senate Judiciary hearings will 
begin on Mar. 21, but until then Jackson will meet 
various political leaders on Capitol Hill. The Senate 
will come to a decision by Apr. 8. 

Fifty-one-year-old Jackson previously clerked 
for Justice Breyer back in 1999. He served as a 
mentor for her, shaping her judicial philosophy 
and career. Set on the law path since her teenage 
years and following in her father’s footsteps, Jack-
son boasts a long judicial resume. She currently 
sits on the Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia Circuit, to which Biden nominated her 
last year, but previously worked as a DC federal 
public defender. Her status as a public defender is 
not typical for a Supreme Court Justice; the last 
criminal defense lawyer to hold a high court posi-
tion was Justice Thurgood Marshall, who retired 
in 1991. Jackson decided to go down this route 
mid-career, and practiced as a public defender for 
two years before moving on to other endeavors. 
Jackson also served eight years as a federal trial 
court judge after working at a variety of law firms 
and clerking for several judges. 

Jackson attended both Harvard College and 
Harvard Law School, and graduated magna cum 
laude from both institutions. Prior to law school, 
she worked as a reporter and researcher at Time 
magazine in New York City. In the legal world, 
Jackson is well-known for her opinions and amicus 

curiae — “friend of the court” briefs — from outside 
organizations not involved in the legal dispute. 
Jackson wrote over 500 opinions while working as 
a trial judge, and the length of some were particu-
larly noteworthy. Ruling on Trump-era cases as a 
trial judge, Jackson decided both for and against 
President Donald Trump.  

As for her role in shaping the court, Jackson 
will at the very least help to retain a minority 
of liberal justices on the court. Additionally, the 
perspective of another person of color alongside 
Latina Justice Sonia Sotomayor could potentially 
sway some of the less conservative justices to stick 
with case precedent, under stare decisis, rather 
than go against it. Biden described Jackson as a 
consensus-builder, pointing to her work as the U.S. 
Sentencing Commission’s vice chairman, who has a 
“pragmatic understanding that the law must work 
for the American people.”

In her prior confirmations for federal courts, 
Jackson garnered the vote of some Republicans 
in addition to Democrats. If the Senate confirms 
her, Jackson will become one of the youngest  
sitting justices and the first Black woman on the 
Supreme Court. 
(Sources: NPR, CNN, CNBC, SCOTUSblog)

JUSTICE CANDIDATE: Biden nominates Ketanji Jackson.

Although the Senate voted not to enact WHPA 
into law, the act officially determined each repre-
sentative’s stance on abortion. According to Kristin 
Ford, the vice president of communications and 
research for the National Abortion Rights Action 
League (NARAL), stated on the organization’s 
website, “it’s really important to take these criti-
cal votes on issues that matter to the American 
people so voters understand where their elected 
officials are.” Most Americans, including 35 percent 
of Republicans, support abortion rights, so discus-
sion on the issue in the Senate is the first step to 
enacting new policy.
(Sources: Center for Reproductive Rights, Congress, 
Senators Collins and Murkowski, NARAL)

NEW LEGISLATION: Abbott introduces an anti-trans legislation in Texas. COOL KOALAS: Koalas now endangered due to disease and shrinking habitat.

  photos courtesy wikimedia commons  photos courtesy wikimedia commons

FALSE BAPTISMS: Diocese in Phoenix has thousands of baptisms falsified.
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Privateer tracks space debris U.S. revokes ban on avocados

Joe Biden delivers his first presidential State of the Union

by Matthew Fehr
National/World Editor

Steve Wozniak, co-founder of Apple and colloqui-
ally referred to as the “brains” behind the company’s 
products, has his sights set on a new project. Priva-
teer — a company co-founded by Wozniak and Alex 
Fielding — aims to create a system that tracks space 
debris to prevent potentially catastrophic collisions 
with satellites in Earth’s orbit. 

As the number of satellites has drastically 
increased in recent years, so too has the likelihood 
of those satellites colliding with objects in outer 
space. Collisions could lead to chain reactions, 
destroying satellites crucial for communication 
across the globe and creating even more debris. As 
the amount of pollution in an orbital field increases, 
that area is rendered unusable — and if too much 
junk accumulates around the planet in the future, 
launching rockets may become impossible due to 
the risk associated with the debris. 

In an email to CNN, Wozniak said, “We’re at a 
clear inflection point and facing exponential growth 
of space commercialization. Having a better, global 
understanding of what’s already up in space is crit-
ical to powering the new space economy.”

Moriba Jah, an associate professor of Aerospace 
Engineering and Engineering Mechanics at the 
University of Texas at Austin, joined the project 
to help realize Privateer’s goal. He has spent years 
trying to bring attention to the threat of space junk, 
appearing at Congressional hearings on the matter 
and leading research programs at the University of 
Texas, but ultimately realized that if he wanted 
something tangible done, he would need more 
funding. Wozniak was able to provide it.

Privateer, which has been in “stealth mode” since 
Wozniak revealed the company in September of last 
year, finally lifted its curtain on Mar. 1 and revealed 
the first iteration of its software to the general 

by Jenna Roselli
Public Relations Manager

President Joe Biden gave his first State of the 
Union Address on Mar. 2. During his 62-minute 
speech, Biden addressed Ukraine, the American 
economy, the COVID-19 pandemic, crime and gun 
control, voting rights, equality, his Supreme Court 
nominee, his plan for immigration policies, and an 
agenda for unity. 

Biden began by paying tribute to the Ukrainian 
ambassador, who sat with First Lady Jill Biden, and 
praised the Ukrainian citizens for “their fearless-
ness, their courage, [and] their determination” as 
they face invasion from the Russian military. Biden 
clarified the United States’ level of involvement in 
Ukraine, stating that while the U.S. will provide 
military, humanitarian, and economic assistance, 
American forces are currently not engaged and 
will not engage with Russian forces. Biden further 
reported that the U.S. is working to decrease gas 
prices by working with thirty other countries.

As for COVID-19, Biden plans to hold businesses, 
corporations, and people accountable for “stealing 
billions of relief money meant for small business and 
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by Elena Rexach
Public Relations Manager

The United Nations Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC), an expert committee of 
the United Nations (UN), released the second con-
tribution to their sixth assessment report (AR6) 
on climate change on Feb. 28. In the report, 270 
researchers from 67 different countries working 
on the project compiled the “most up-to-date 
understanding of the climate system and climate 
change.” The UN released the original Working 
Group I edition in August of 2021. 

United Nations releases assessment on climate change

millions of Americans,” as he will soon name a chief 
prosecutor for pandemic fraud within the Depart-
ment of Justic. In addition, he discussed the Center 
for Disease Control’s issue of new mask guidance, 
making more free COVID-19 testing and anti-viral pill 
treatments available, ending the closures of schools 
and business, and stopping “looking at COVID as a 
partisan dividing line.” 

When discussing COVID-19’s effect on the coun-
try, Biden recalled passing the American Rescue 
Plan. The economic stimulus bill administered 
immediate economic relief to tens of millions of 

Americans, cut the cost of healthcare insurance, 
helped with accessibility to vaccines and preven-
tative measures against COVID-19, and provided 
350 billion dollars for states, cities, and counties 
to hire more police officers. Reflecting on the past 
year, which had the fastest growth rate since 1984,  
Biden celebrated the U.S. economy’s 5.7 percent 
growth rate. Biden hopes to continue this eco-
nomic growth through the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law, which aims to rebuild roads, bridges, rails,                                                                       
expand access to clean drinking water and high-
speed internet, advance environmental justice, 
combat the climate crisis, and invest in pover-
ty-stricken communities. 

Biden continues to push for the Bipartisan Inno-
vation Act, which would allow the U.S. government 
to make investments in emerging technologies and 
American manufacturing. Despite the “record job 
growth, [and] higher wages,” Biden recognized 
the negative impact of inflation on Americans.              
His plan to combat inflation — “lower costs, not 
wages” — includes making more cars and semicon-
ductors, providing more infrastructure and innova-
tion, and creating more jobs in America.

The report stated that our planet may soon face 
its limits on how much we can adapt to climate 
change. As temperatures continue to rise, we are 
nearing a dangerous threshold for adaptation. 
Currently, the planet has warmed approximately 
1.1 degrees Celsius since the 19th century. The 
predicted limit is 1.5 degrees Celsius, at which 
point the warming’s impacts may be irreversible. 
Unfortunately, we are currently on track to hit 
a two- to three-degree increase by the end of       
the century. 

The greater ramifications of the warming 
are already occurring globally. In 2019, storms,    
floods, and other dramatic weather events dis-
placed 13 million people in Asia and Africa. More 
than half the population of the earth now faces 
severe water scarcity during some part of the 
year. Rising heat and droughts have killed crops 
and trees, leading to food insecurity and famines 
like that of Yemen. Notably, from 2010 to 2020, 
it is estimated that 15 times more people in 
vulnerable, developing countries have died due 
to climate events compared to populations in 
wealthy countries. 

by Nathan Chen
Graphics Editor

On Feb. 13, the day before the Super Bowl, 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) sus-
pended all Mexican avocado imports. Although 
the ban did not affect sales on the day of the 
Super Bowl itself, many consumers worried about 
paying higher prices for the coveted ingredient. 
Restaurant owners feared having to drop dishes 
off of the menu.

In an official statement by the Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), an APHIS 
inspector “received a threatening message on his 
official cellphone,” prompting the ban on imports. 
The statement did not include what the message 
said or who sent it. The violence in the Michoacán 
region of Mexico is due to fighting between the 
Jalisco and United cartels, a group of local gangs. 
Earlier incidents of gangs threatening APHIS 
inspectors and employees occurred in August 2019 
when gangs threatened a group of inspectors and 
September 2020 when drug traffickers allegedly 
killed Edgar Flores Santos, a Mexican employee of 
APHIS. Many drug cartels have threatened avocado 
farmers and industry workers with violence unless 
they pay the cartels a tax to continue production  
— sometimes up to thousands of dollars per acre. 
The industry, which employs 300,000 workers, 
completely shut down during the ban.

The increasing availability of avocados over 
the past 20 years is mainly due to heightened 
Mexican imports. Between 1914 and 1997, the 
U.S. banned all Mexican avocado imports to pro-
tect U.S. avocado crops from pests and diseases 
carried across the border. After the U.S. lifted the 
decades-long ban, U.S. inspectors began conduct-
ing regular examinations of Michoacán avocados, 
the only region in Mexico with full authority to 
export avocados to the states. Mexican avocado 

public. Dubbed “Wayfinder,” the program collects 
data from several sources — including U.S. Space 
Command, ground radars, satellite operators, and 
eventually Privateer’s own satellites — and com-
bines it to visualize space debris. The software is 
based on ASTRIAGraph, a program created by Jah 
at the University of Texas. 

Privateer is a business, however, and while 
much of the data will be free and publicly avail-
able, satellite operators will have to pay to receive 
more detailed information about an object’s orbit 
and characteristics. “We’ll give away 24 hours 
ahead, and we’ll sell when you need to see farther 
ahead,” Fielding said in an interview. “We think 
it’s fair to give away 24 hours ahead and charge 
for something more bespoke and more advanced.”

The current plan is to add sensors to satellites 
already scheduled to launch, with Fielding saying 
that “we really don’t want to create more stuff 
in space.” Still, Privateer ultimately looks to 
develop its own satellites and sensors accurate 
enough to detect debris smaller than 10 cm. The 
satellites will be named “Pono,” a Hawaiian word 
that translates to “righteousness” or “do the right 
thing,” and will be used to catch any debris that 
the initial satellites miss.
(Sources: CNN, Space.com, SpaceNews)

exports to the U.S. amount to 2.8 billion dollars. 
In 2014, Mexico produced around 36 percent of the 
world’s supply of avocados, while the U.S. produced 
around seven percent. Chile, Peru, the Dominican 
Republic, and New Zealand are other major exporters 
of avocados. 

The Association of Avocado Exporting Producers 
and Packers of Mexico (APEAM) purchased Super 
Bowl ads for several years in an attempt to solid-
ify the relationship between guacamole and the 
extremely popular American sports event. In this 
year’s ad, Julius Caesar ate guacamole with gladiator 
fans outside the Roman Colosseum. 

The USDA resumed inspection on Friday, Feb. 18, 
and allowed Mexico to continue importing avocados. 
Ken Salazar, the U.S. Ambassador to Mexico, stated 
in an official announcement that the resumption 
was possible due to a “rapid response and coopera-
tion of the governor of Michoacán, Mexico’s federal 
government, and APEAM.” Salazar also extended 
his gratitude toward U.S. and Mexican farmers 
and ranchers, who are the “backbone” of the 65 
billion dollar agricultural trade between the U.S. 
and Mexico. 
(Sources: APHIS, AP News, NPR, USAID, USDA, U.S. 
Embassy & Consulates In Mexico, Washington Post)

HANGING ON: Avocado suspended from a tree in Mexico.

If the globe reaches the stated threshold, 
further destruction will soon follow. An estimated 
81 percent of farmland may become unsuitable for 
growing crops, leading to widespread hunger. Coral 
reefs could decline in population by 70 to 90 per-
cent, leaving beaches and ocean ecosystems much 
less protected and creating significantly harsher 
currents and waves. Droughts would continue to 
increase, as well as coastal flooding. 

So far, many countries have yet to commit 
to ending the climate crisis. Unless significant 
changes are made, the limit will likely be reached 
sometime between 2030 and 2040. To avoid this, 
all nations would have to nearly eliminate fossil 
emissions by 2050. However, many nations’ cur-
rent strategies focus on protections rather than 
prevention. Mainly, this includes increasing air 
conditioning, building flood barriers, and various 
other strategies the UN deems too “incremental.” 
Instead, the UN recommends “transformational” 
changes, like changing the way we build homes, 
grow food, produce energy, and protect nature, as 
well as “farsighted” strategies including moving 
inland and improving basic services. 

After this edition, with Working Group II’s con-
tribution added, there will be two more additions 
to the AR6 — Working Group III’s contribution 
and a synthesis report. The former will focus on 
strategies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
release in early April of this year, while the latter 
will close out the AR6 series in September.
(Sources: NY Times, IPCC, CNN)

HARD-HITTING: Darker countries see a greater change.

Biden called on Congress to pass universal back-
ground checks, ban assault weapons, ban high-ca-
pacity magazines, and repeal the liability shield 
that restrains people from suing gun manufacturers.   

Biden ended by reminding the American people 
that “this is our moment to meet and overcome the 
challenges of our time. And we will, as one people, 
one America.”
(Sources: CNN, The White House, United States Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, & Library of Congress)

KEEP SMILING: Biden talks during the State of the Union.

OUT OF THIS WORLD: Space debris floats around the Earth.
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HELPING OUT: Healthworkers prepare for COVID-19 tests.

ACT NOW: Protesters demand change in New York City.
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by Alia Arafeh and Angela Sheu
Opinion Editor and People Editor

Athletics are an integral part of a school’s cul-
ture; games are a way for athletes, students, and 
families to rally together and foster community. It 
is exciting to see rowdy fans dressed in school colors 
and passionately cheering on their teams at any 
sports game. During games this year, kids at LGHS 
packed into the student section at basketball, foot-
ball, field hockey, and other sports games, cheering 
on their fellow classmates from the bleachers as they 
took home wins for the school. While fans gener-
ally maintain good behavior, there are instances 
of heightened emotions, causing sports 
fans at LGHS to go too far and creating 
a negative environment. Though some 
think that fans heckling other teams is 
ultimately harmless, others feel that 
the crowd’s booing and negativity is 
inherently a problem. Students need 
to acknowledge that their behavior 
does have lasting effects. Overall, 
cheering that offers support rather 
than disparages the opposition 
is more beneficial to players 
and helps create a more 
positive atmosphere at 
sporting events. 

Historically, booing 
and heckling have 
simply been part of the 
game for both players 
and fans. Some play-
ers might find it helps 
their ability in-game, as 
it immerses the players 
and raises the stakes for 
their team. Considering 
his various perspectives as 
a spectator, a former stu-
dent-athlete, and the LGHS 
basketball coach, Matthew 
Holm expressed that “you almost 
enjoy getting the attention of the opposing 
crowd and you enjoy when they’re focused 
on you because it is almost inspiring or 
motivating.” He also acknowledged 
that crowd behavior sometimes turns 
disrespectful but noted, “my observa-
tions seem to be that it is less effec-
tive than people think, and that more 

Editorial
El Gato • Friday, March 11, 2022 • los Gatos hiGh school • www.ElGatonEws.coM

El Gato is an independently-funded publication of 
the journalism program at Los Gatos High School. 
Editorials reflect the majority opinion of the 
staff. El Gato is an open forum for the exchange 
of ideas and welcomes signed letters and e-mail. 
Names can be withheld upon request. All stories, 
graphics, and layout are done by El Gato Staff. We 
reserve the right to refuse ad contracts.

Subscriber $30, Patron $75, Sponsor $120. 

EL GATO

MARCH/APRIL
17 18 19

5 6 7 9

1110

13 14 16

16

3 8

20 21

15

22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 1 2

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

4

12 13 14 15

     News Editors
Sidney Bricker
Brynn Gibson 
Isla Patrick

National and 
World Editors
Trent Bartlett
Matthew Fehr
Ella Marrufo

Opinion Editors
Alia Arafeh
Alex Evans

Graphics Editors 
Nathan Chen
Marissa Hein

Center Editor
Cara Davidson

Culture Editors
Michaela Thimot
Kate Gruetter

Humor Editors
Emily Duvall
Esha Bagora

People Editors
Angela Sheu
Sarah Gouldrup

Media Production 
Editors
Emmy Morley
Georgia Kaufman
Lucy Sells
Bridie Beamish

Sports Editors
Maya Gomez
Dana Hathaway
Macy Dennon

 Public Relations 
 Managers
 Senji Torrey
 Jenna Roselli
 Elena Rexach

 Editorial Editor
 Jordan Chan

 

N. Chen

LGHS students must foster positivity at sporting events
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often than not, the other players enjoy being the 
focus of the attention.” Senior Catherine Cande-
laria, who is on the Varsity girls’ basketball team 
also felt that heckling does not really affect her 
team and explained that “we just think of it like 
let’s move on, let’s get past it, let’s keep playing 
our game and enjoying it.” 

Everyone has a varied perception of what behav-
ior is acceptable at a sports game. For example, most 
would agree that friendly banter is okay, but kids 
cross the line between friendly and rude when they 
begin to single out opposing players. Our different 
perspectives on acceptable behavior at sporting 

events does not excuse the fact that we foster 
a culture of negativity by booing at referees, 
attempting to confuse or disrupt 
players,   calling  
 
 

players out by name, or cursing at individual play-
ers. While these actions do have good intentions 
— simply to support the school — LGHS sports 
fans create a negative environment when they are 
rude towards the opposition rather than positive 
towards their own team.

LGHS Athletic Director Ken Perrotti recognized 
that some students display poor sportsmanship at 
games when they “come to a high school sporting 
event and treat it like a professional sporting event 
where you can hack all these professional athletes 
who are getting paid millions of dollars to play a 
sport.” He advises students to treat high school ath-
letic events more like a classroom: “If you wouldn’t 
say it in the classroom, you probably shouldn’t 
be saying it at a high school sporting event.” He 
also hopes LGHS students will examine the greater 

effect of their actions and how they 
can encourage and contribute to a 
“wolf pack mentality” of negativity, 
which self-perpetuates and is hard 
to correct. Cheerleaders at LGHS try 
to work on making the atmosphere 
more positive by diverting the 
negativity. Senior Ishbel Slater 
reflected, “as a cheerleader, our 

job is to make sure that it’s 
an enthusiastic [and sup-

portive] environment for 
[our teams]…we start 

to cheer to divert 
negat ive  at ten-
tion into encour-
agement for the 
team [which] gets 
hard to do when 
[negativity] is just  
a constant.”

Our sportsman-
ship can influence 

what happens off 
of the field as well. 
Perrotti referenced 
“incidents of students 

using [and abusing] 
substances in the park-

ing lot before a game and 
then coming into the game under the 

influence.” Substance use contributes to an 
unruly, disruptive environment in the stands 

which then encourages further substance abuse, 

creating a detrimental cycle. Besides contributing 
to unruly behavior, students under the influence 
endanger their own safety and the safety of those 
around them. This behavior is unacceptable. Perrotti 
explained, “we want our students to show up, but we 
want them to do it in a safe and responsible way.”

Poor sportsmanship also contributes to athletes’ 
ability to play games. Sports programs are experi-
encing a shortage of referees, in part due to COVID 
affecting their availability, but also because many 
referees have decided to opt out. Holm attested, “it’s 
not a great experience to get paid a few dollars for 
two hours of running up and down the court and 
getting screamed at, and always being wrong, no 
matter what. [Refereeing] is a thankless job because 
if you do it well, you’re invisible, but if you are 
perceived to make mistakes, then you become the 
target of ridicule.” Referee shortages have hindered 
LGHS basketball teams, leading to them reschedul-
ing several games in order to have enough officials.

More than that, sportsmanship shapes the 
perception of our school and its students. School 
events, especially athletic events, represent our 
student-athletes, our student body, and the entire 
community of Los Gatos. Allowing negative behavior 
to go unchecked shapes how others perceive our 
community. Perrotti asserted that sportsmanship is a 
“number one issue” because “athletics is oftentimes 
like the front porch of a school. It’s the most public 
part that everyone sees.”

Regardless of your stance on what is acceptable 
behavior at a high school sports game, cultivating a 
more positive culture creates a better environment 
for our athletes, our students, and our community. 
Holm recalled, “thinking back to my experience in 
high school, the most fun that we ever had was 
when we did chants that were about us, rather 
than chants that were about the opposing teams…
[In an ideal culture] it’s an intention among all of 
us to celebrate the positive things…to draw atten-
tion to the positive things which blossoms into an 
environment that is more supportive of our athletes 
than disrespectful.” 

Our student body must foster this kind of 
change from within. We build our school culture not 
through declarations from and enforcement by our 
administration, but from the countless acts taken by 
each member of the crowd. As members of the LGHS 
community, we must acknowledge our contribution 
to our culture by maintaining respect for our team 
members, other schools’ athletes, and referees.
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• Don’t excuse Kanye  
   West’s actions
• Stop contributing to  
   sexism in gaming

Kanye West publicized 
his response to his ex-
wife’s new relationship 
with Pete Davidson, to say 
the least. Kanye deleted 
many of his posts, but 
his Instagram revealed 
private text messages, 

all-caps-captions, and blatant outcries against 
Kim Kardashian. Someone who wasn’t Kanye West, 
specifically a woman, could not act out this way 
without more backlash.

Women in the music industry 
with fame that rivals West’s 
have faced scrutiny for 
much smaller, synony-
mous actions in the 
past. Billie Eilish wore 
a tank-top in public 
and was picked to 
pieces, as was Ariana 
Grande ’s  speaking 
voice. Taylor Swift was 
boy-crazy for writing 
about her relationships and 
Lady Gaga was “a poor example 
for young women” because of her 
creative expression. All this begs the question: 
would a woman in the music industry have gotten 
away with a display of behavior like West’s? 

When women take to social media to air their 
dirty laundry, they’re labeled as “childish” or 
“crazy.” When it comes to West’s situation, along 
with many other male artists, people seem to 
shrug and offer excuses along the lines of, “well, 
that’s just Kanye.” But if a woman spoke about 

by Emmy Morley
Media Production Editor

Every time I sit down 
to write an email to one 

of my female teachers, 
I have to think back 
to whether or not they 
shared their marital 
status with my class. Mar-
riage is a personal detail, 

something that no longer defines a woman the way 
it did in the 1800s, and yet we retain a title for 
women solely based on relationship 
status. While the use of Ms. 
versus Mrs. seems insignifi-
cant, the patriarchal nature of 
these titles reflect our soci-
ety’s. We should not use 
two different prefixes to 
refer to women: this prac-
tice is not only outdated, 
but it is also demeaning. 

First of all, women are 
more than their marriage 
status. Men have only one title 
for their gender, and Mr. doesn’t change, even when 
someone marries. Equality is an evolving process, 
something we need to continue to work on, and 
making sure that female prefixes are equivalent 
to male ones is one way for us to move closer to 
equality. Society does not categorize men based on 
their marriage status, so we should hold the same 
standard for women. The only reason an affix should 
change is in a professional capacity. If I become a 
Dr. then you should refer to me as such; otherwise, 
refer to me as a Ms. 

In general, prefixes are only used in formal or 
professional situations, and that is yet another 

Avoid using marital labels
by Sonali Muthukrishnan
Editor-in-Chief

reason why Ms. should be the only female affix. 
Marriage status is not vital to professional situa-
tions. Marriage can be a very personal thing, and 
as our society has evolved, it has become a life 
choice that women can make on their own with-
out any oversight, as it should be. Marriage is not 
society’s business, it is someone’s personal choice. 
In any formal setting, others do not need to know 
your marital status, unless you choose to share it. 

Regardless, you should be able to be your own 
person, independent of your marital status. Women 
are more than their marriages, but classifying us 
based on it reinforces the opposite idea. Especially 

in a formal situation, society should not refer to 
your marriage as your most defining 

factor. It is not something 
so vital that your title 

should be  based off 
of it. Men are not 
categorized based on 
their marital status, 
so women should not 

be. It is only fair. 
The titles with which 

we address others shape the 
way that our society views them and also how we 
view ourselves. The language we use shapes the 
world around us, which is why it is important to 
choose our words carefully. The outdated belief 
that women are nothing without a relationship or a 
husband is something we continue to move further 
and further away from, and the way we address 
women in professional and formal situations should 
reflect our societal growth. Think twice before you 
use a prefix that indicates a woman’s marital status. 
It may seem harmless, but it in fact reinforces 
troubling gender stereotypes that women have 
spent years trying to put behind them. 

her ex-husband at length in public as West has, 
that woman’s career would suffer exponentially. 
Even small “scandals” damage the success of 
female artists. In a world where women are often 
criticized for clothing, body fat percentage, tone 
of voice, and the subject of their art, truly “acting 
out” can be detrimental to their long-term career 
goals. Women simply do not receive enough soci-
etal forgiveness to be crazy, or even imperfect. 

The public expects women to be good examples 
for younger generations, as well as beautiful, 
well-mannered, and unproblematic in addition 
to their talent. Male stars must simply be one of 

those traits: entertaining. We hold women 
to a higher standard of maturity and 

grace than men, yet simultane-
ously refuse to award them 

greater respect. 
So, how do we begin 

to balance the scales? 
Simply use the scale. It 
already exists, so we may 
as well use it to question 
everyone equally. If we 

experience a knee-jerk reac-
tion to criticize a female star 

for something small, imagine 
her as a male artist. Does that 

change our perception of them? Does 
the scale shift? If so, it isn’t an issue of behavior 
— it’s an issue of sexism.

This idea goes beyond the world of entertain-
ment. We are all too quick to find the flaws in the 
women around us, too. If you catch it, recognize 
the auto-pilot judgment, and reframe it for what 
it is. A double standard. Sometimes learning is 
actually un-learning what society has described 
as “normal.”  
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Let me preface this 
article by saying that I 
am a huge fan of Colleen 
Hoover’s writing. There-
fore, when I heard that 
Hoover is in the midst of 
writing a sequel to my all-
time favorite book, It Ends 

With Us, I was over the moon. However, my excitement 
quickly faded as some concerns arose.

As an avid reader, I can recount numerous times 
when I have finished a book and immediately wished 
there were a sequel. I often fall in love with characters 
while reading a novel and want nothing more than to be 
able to read more of their story. That being said, sequels 
can often be a tricky topic. How many times have we 
all gone to the movie theater to watch the sequel of an 
incredible movie, only to be let down when it didn’t meet 
our expectations? The fact is that when an author creates 
a sequel only to profit from the success of its predecessor 
and not because the story should actually be continued, it 
often creates a subpar piece of art whilst tarnishing the repu-

Authors should not write sequels only for monetary gain
by Marissa Hein
Graphics Editor

tation of the original. Sequels can 
be fantastic, but only when 

written for the right 
reasons. If an author 
plans to write a sequel, 
it should be because the 
story naturally lends 
itself to one, not because 
they want to profit off a 
novel that was successful. 

This is where my con-
cern for the sequel of It 
Ends With Us lies. For con-
text, Hoover published It 
Ends With Us in 2016, nearly 
six years ago. However, the 
book gained enormous popu-
larity and traction in 2021, 

largely due to word-of-mouth 
recommendations from online 
book clubs and social media. 
On Feb. 11, Hoover announced a 
sequel, entitled It Starts With Us, 
which she plans to release on Oct. 

18 of this year. I worry that Hoover, like many other writers, is writing 
the sequel so she can capitalize on the recent success of It Ends With 
Us and give her fans what they want, instead of writing it because there 
is more to the story.

In an Instagram post promoting It Starts With Us, Hoover wrote that 
the novel is “a sequel about Lily and Atlas because you guys deserve a 
book you’ve begged for.” As far as the actual content of the novel goes, 
she said that “there are no arcs yet because the book isn’t finished.” 
This statement concerns me, due to the fact that the novel will be 
available in bookstores in roughly seven months. Writing a book is no 
easy or quick task due to the hours upon hours of writing, editing, and 
rewriting that occurs before it goes to print. This short timeline raises 
the question of whether or not Hoover is sacrificing quality for quantity.

Part of what makes It Ends With Us such a beautiful piece of literature 
is how nicely the resolution ties up any loose ends. The book deals with 
a lot of heavy subjects surrounding relationships and hardships, and it 
does a beautiful job of emphasizing its message at the end of the novel. 
By writing this book for the fans and in such a short time span, Hoover 
risks unraveling the integrity of It Ends With Us.

Hoover has penned over 20 novels throughout her career and, being 
the author, knows her characters best and how they would act. If she 
believes “It Ends With Us” should have a sequel, then it should have a 
sequel. However, if she is going to continue the story, it should be for 
the right reasons, not just to capitalize on her novel’s fame.

As we settle into the second semester of 
the 2021-2022 school year, a majority of LGHS 

juniors and seniors are planning out their lives 
following graduation. Many of us in the class 
of 2023 are making appointments with our 
guidance counselors to discuss college lists, 
figure out our majors, and explore the career 
and education opportunities that come after 

high school. Needless to say, it’s a stressful situation. Pressure from 
the modern media surrounds our upperclassmen, depicting college as 
a necessity; those who want to have a successful life need to follow 
a specific pathway. However, this is simply not the case, and think-
ing such thoughts endorse the idea that a person’s level of education 
defines them.

Former Los Gatos High School student Ian McNamara began his 
tech career in 2020 after passing the California High School Proficiency 
Exam (CHSPE). McNamara recounted that he “took the CHSPE so [he] 
could leave LG, to get a high school diploma.” He got his formal job 
offer at his first tech company, Together Labs, 10 days after his 18th 
birthday. McNamara revealed that he was the youngest employee and 
system engineer, working with mostly 30 to 50-year-olds. Today, he 
works as a DevOps System Engineer with Rebel Stoke Security Inc., and 
plans to continue in computer engineering for the foreseeable future. 

People should support all career paths after high school
Despite not having a college degree, McNamara has attained what 
is typically described as a very “successful” life, at the age of 20. 
He had the courage to follow the path that he knew would fit him 
best, despite vocal resistance from many of his peers.

When it comes to a college education, my family is very open 
minded; my mother dropped out of college at a young age and my 
father didn’t go to college. Having grown up with two people with 
such diverse educational experiences, my plans for my post-high 
school career are hopeful. I know that I can get to where I want 
to be via several pathways. 

Even without a college edu-
cation, my father discovered his 
talent in sales and went into the 
car business in his early 20s. By the 
time he left, he was managing 
not one, but two car dealer-
ships. His expertise in car 
sales helped him climb 
the corporate 
ladder until 
he was at the 
top of his game. 
During quarantine my 
father quit his job at the 
dealerships and started from 

scratch, jumping head first into the recruiting and sourcing field. After 
a long eight months, he was given the opportunity to recruit for TikTok. 

Despite having dropped out of San Diego State in her early twen-
ties, my mother revisited her educational path in 2011 to attend San 
Jose State University(SJSU). There, she discovered her passion for early 
childhood education, and was offered a job teaching two and three-year 
-olds in the Santa Cruz Mountains after her graduation from SJSU. Both 
of my parents have shown me that there is no specific road that anyone 
needs to follow to find a lucrative career. 

I am fortunate enough to have grown up with immense support 
regarding life after high school; my parents have experi-

enced career and educational exploration that isn’t the 
typical cookie cutter college path. This has made 
a big impact on my views about how I will handle 
my college searches. My sister, LGHS 2021 graduate 
Rosie Gomez, went through a lengthy recruiting 
process to play Division one softball at Canisius 
College, where she is currently studying sports 

medicine. As college applications 
come closer and closer, I recall that 
my entire family has had a unique 

experience when it comes to college 
education. I urge all students to acknowledge 

the fact that our college careers can look different 
than what we are told they will. And that’s okay. 

by Maya Gomez
Sports Editor

Kanye West is problematic 
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by Macy Dennon
Sports Editor

Have you ever taken a moment 
to look at our school system? And I 
mean really look at it. On the surface, 
you see students with textbooks 
walking through the halls with their 
friends, laughing about lunch antics. 
But diving deeper you discover that 
in the minds of these students you 

can find something in common with psych ward patients from 
the 1950s. That’s right, students today have the same mental 
health issues the standard psych ward patients in the 1950s. 
That was only 70 years ago, but an almost unattainable aca-
demic standard for high schoolers has caused mental health 
issues among teens to soar. 

The school system wants to see just how much it can shove 
in your face before you burn out; it makes students strive for the 
virtually unattainable. In addition, Horace Mann designed our 
current school system in 1893 and taught students discipline 
by focusing on learning. Though the world has evolved since 
1893, our system seems to have only made minimal progress 
and does not prepare us for the modern world. Do not get me 
wrong, it is great that we have switched from chalkboards to 
whiteboards and that we have started utilizing computers 
instead of notebooks, but students are more stressed 
and do not enjoy childhood to its fullest. 

Schools today expect 
the exceptional, creat-
ing a new, unattainable 
standard for individuals 
to reach. There is this 
incredible pressure that 
falls on every student. 
Personally, I can feel 

the weight of each and every academic brick that lands on my 
to-do list. I cannot even meet the expectations I have created 
in my own head since society pressures me into absolute excel-
lence. Students cannot strive for greatness and push themselves 
to their limits while still maintaining good mental health; it 
is just not possible for the average person. We, as students, 
often find ourselves striving for excellence, at the price of our 
mental wellbeing. 

The school system also makes life outside of school about 
school. You can do community service, you can do a sport, 
but in the end, it is all to check off a box. For the ordinary 
student, community service is about “looking good on college 
applications.” I cannot count the number of times I have heard 
students say after joining a club or going to a charity event 
that the organization “looks good on college applications,” as 
if that is some deciding factor. A student will turn down an 
opportunity to help people if it does not benefit their academic 
“resume.” This is an incredibly twisted way of thinking. This 
pressure from high schools and universities does not teach 
students how to have fun, be creative, or learn any fundamental 
skills used in the real world — like filing taxes, for example. 
It teaches them how to be phony about passion or only to do 
something if it makes them look good.

As a sophomore in high school, I have first hand experience 
with how school affects students, as well as the toll it takes 

on their mental health and overall happiness. I am not 
an all-knowing answer woman, so I do not know 

precisely how to fix all 
of these issues, but I 
wish I did. All I know 
is that there needs to 
be a change to the way 
schooling works; it 
must benefit students 
and society as a whole.

by Jordan Chan
Editorial Editor 

Although the past few years have seen 
a rise in female gamers, society still often 
perceives video gaming as a predominantly 
masculine industry, with 24 percent of those 
working in gaming and less than five percent 
of professional players being female. 
These numbers raise the question: 
Why are there so few females — as 

well as so few non-binary people — in the gaming scene? 
We too often dismiss this as a “lack of female interest” 
in the hobby, but the actual reason non-men are so 
hesitant to approach gaming is much more complicated. 
It’s also much more alarming.

To understand sexism in gaming, you don’t need 
statistics or accounts of events at a grand level — 
although you can easily find them in examples like the 
Activision Blizzard scandal or Gamergate movement 
from 2014. Female and non-binary gamers repeatedly 
encounter men who treat non-male gamers as intrinsi-
cally less capable, excluding them and refusing to work 
alongside them. Some misogynists take their prejudice a 
step further with verbal abuse.

Inappropriate comments range from how girls should “go back to the 
kitchen” to threats of sexual assault and harassment. Toxic members of 
the gaming community throw around the word rape, trivializing sexual 
assault. They often follow these sickening comments by telling women 
they’re overreacting after they stand up for themselves.

This sort of disgusting behavior is especially prevalent in games that 
depend on communication, especially through voice 

chat, like Riot Games’ Valorant. Men can 
identify stereotypically feminine 

voices as well as hide behind 
the anonymity of online 
games. They neither have to 
show their faces nor reveal 
their identities. Those on 
the receiving end of mis-
treatment can report or 
mute them, but short-term 
punishments for toxicity in 
games do not sufficiently 

deal with the bigger issue at 
hand. To make matters worse, 

muting bigoted teammates can 
put players at a disadvantage in 

games that depend on communication.

Part of the problem lies in how normalized sexist and misogy-
nistic points of view are in gaming, so much so that male gamers 
defend each other’s toxic behaviors or ignore them entirely, rather 
than calling others out. Players often refrain from coming to 
women’s aid for fear of going against the norm and getting ostra-
cized for it. This creates a dangerous echo chamber that discourages 
widespread change.

With so many problems in the gaming industry, it’s easy to 
feel as though the situation is hopeless. However, we need to put 
a greater focus on eliminating the insidious, sexist culture that 
permeates both the casual and professional gaming scene to increase 
inclusivity of women and gender non-conforming people in the  
gaming community. 

It’s often the men who perpetuate sexism, who hold power and 
influence over the community as a whole, so I passionately believe 
that it will be women and non-binary people who lead this move-
ment, who carve out a space for themselves in a male-dominated 
industry. I’m hopeful that by the time I reach adulthood, there 
will be a drastic increase in representation for female gamers that 
encourages young people to discover how much fun games can be. 
However, until then, I encourage video game players to take action 
regarding women’s issues right now. Each of us can put in some 
effort to change the culture that’s already here, little by little. 
(Sources: Forbes, Sports Integrity Initiative)

by Georgia Kaufman
Media Production Editor 

Dear reader,
My name is Georgia Kaufman. I am a junior at 

Los Gatos High School, and a second generation LG 
student. My father, Bob Kaufman, graduated from 
this high school in 1984. Born in 1966, my father 
lived a wonderful 44 (almost 45) years surrounded 
by his many friends and family. He passed away on 
Mar. 9, 2011. I was six years old. 

Your first thoughts are probably similar to the reactions of many who 
find out that I lost my dad at such a young age. They tend along the lines 
of, “oh, that poor girl,” or wanting to reach out and say that you are “so 
sorry”; I am here to remind you that it’s not your fault. You and I both know 
that there was nothing we could have done to prevent the 16 years of brain 
cancer that inevitably took his life. Please stop apologizing for this event.

Apologizing feels like a proper response to finding out that a 
loved one has passed away, especially if they were lost at a young 
age. It’s natural to feel empathetic and apologetic for something that 
is influential to the development of someone’s life; however, it only 
becomes a more prevalent and disappointing point of discussion when 
people continuously ask me if I am okay, or if I have ever spoken to anyone 
about my childhood trauma.

I have talked about my ins and outs of therapy through El Gato before. 
I have highlighted that the idea of speaking to somebody about the death 
of my father and the grieving process I have taken thus far is a little out 
of reach for me. Being forced into therapy as a young child has driven me 
further and further away from the ideas of speaking to a therapist — let 
alone anyone — about what exactly I have gone through.

This is not to say I would 
not like to talk about my 
father. I loved the man he 
was, for whom I remem-
ber him as, as well as the 
person I have known 
him to be through the 
stories people tell me. 
But wanting to talk 
about my father 
certainly does not 
translate to wanting 
to speak about his 
death or how it 
has affected me.

I  l ike  to 
believe that 
my dad was a 
good person. 
I also like to 
believe that 
the man was 
a Los Gatos 
legend — I 
know he was. 
Ninety percent 
of the time I am walking through the streets of Los Gatos, I am approached 
by a man in his mid-fifties. Initially scared, I laugh at the greeting from 
many of my father’s past high school friends, as they feel it is necessary to 
approach a 17-year-old girl in the street and tell her about how amazing her 
father was. I have also encountered a lot of middle aged crying men. A lot. 
To say I am proud that I can be an outlet for people who knew my dad is an 
understatement. Regardless of how it may seem, I really have grown to love 
and appreciate these older crying men.

I’ve heard the stories, and I crave the ability to tell everyone I know 
about how great of a person Bob Kaufman was. Instead of apologizing for the 
death of anyone’s loved one, maybe ask the griever about the life their lost 
one lived and the impact they made on those around them. It may come as 
a surprise, but many who mourn would love to speak about the person they 
knew their lost one to be, not the repercussions they have faced as they have 
gone through the grieving process.

Sincerely,
Georgia Kaufman
(the funny, sexy, cute girl with the dead dad)

by Nathan Chen
Graphics Editor

As a rebuttal to fellow staff mem-
ber’s opinion published last month, 
Snapchat remains my favorite social 
media app. Many other social media 
sites, like Instagram and Twitter, 
strive to copy Snapchat’s story func-
tionality. We cannot understate Snap-
chat’s popularity.

As the saying goes, a picture is worth a thousand words. 
The scrutiny over Snapchat’s “half-face pics” is no different 
than that of text responses. Many people may interpret the 
response “K.” as passive aggressive, but others might not 
even bat an eye. With the minimal amount of social cues from 
another person over text, the addition of a picture or a video 
on Snapchat can offer more meaning 
than a fragment of a sentence. 

There is something special about 
the disappearing stories. I use it like 
a journal, sharing my thoughts and 
my life. Writing my emotions as I 
experience them proves much 
more effective than trying to 
remember what happened if I 
journal at the end of the day. I can 
also scroll through Snapchat Memo-
ries and relive parts of my life that 
I’ve forgotten. Unlike Instagram, where 
every time I view my profile I get greeted with pictures I’ve 
already inspected for hours on end, Snapchat gives me the 
choice of whether I want to go back or not without having 
to compare likes or follower counts. With only the present to 
analyze, Snapchat frees me from the rapid, involuntary destruc-
tion of my self-esteem.

The private story feature remains a unique aspect of Snap-
chat, one that I use more than any other. The ability to select 
who I get to share information with is something I have in 
real life and makes sharing life updates easier. I don’t have to 
individually text people, updating them about my life or asking 
who wants to hang out, and there’s no anxiety of a group chat 
where some people might not like each other. I can also easily 
stay connected with friends across the country. A private story 
is the perfect solution to my problem. 

The repetitive ads, the TikTok-copycat Spotlight feature, 
and the dismal “shows” on Snapchat’s Discover page turn me 
away from interacting with that part of the app at all. Compared 
to the algorithms on TikTok, Instagram, and YouTube, which 
provide content that proves too addicting and dramatically 

increases my screen time, Snapchat deters me from 
ever interacting with anything they suggest. In this 

way, it actually lets me use social media for its 
main purpose: talking to my friends.

Snapchat’s focus on established relation-
ships is one of its fundamental components, 
and that puts it at the top of my list. I’m not 
bombarded with suggested posts or people 
to follow. Making a post or story is the first 
thing I see when I open the app; this option is 
not on the side or in the corner. It prioritizes 
making content, not consuming it. I have yet 
to see an influencer start off and gain traction 
on Snapchat. It is for regular people to talk to 

regular people.
I’ll admit that it’s not a perfect app. Each user interface 

update gets worse and worse (3D bitmojis, anyone?). I don’t 
want to know when someone is watching me type and their 
bitmoji hides behind my keyboard. But the personal benefits 
it provides makes Snapchat my favorite social media app, and 
I hope you consider Snapchat’s advantages.
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How is your St. Patty s Day going to go? How is your St. Patty s Day going to go? ‘‘
IF

 Y
OU PICKED MOSTLY A’S: 

If you picked mostly A’s, I hate to say it, 
but your day is going to be the worst of the 
worst. The second you get up, you run to the 
bathroom and peer into your toilet, hoping 
leprechauns didn’t turn the toilet green, but 
disaster has already struck! The toilet is as 
green as a shamrock, and your day is off 
to a horrible start. At least you have your 
favorite coffee with oat milk to look forward 
to, to turn your rotten St. Patrick’s Day 
around. Oh! Just kidding! Spoke too soon. The 
leprechauns got to your Chobani oat milk. 
:( Major thumbs down. This is officially the 
worst day ever. THEN! You are finally ready 
to leave for school, and the most wicked 
thing happens. You open your car door, and 
glitter spurts out, ruining your green outfit, 
so now you’re bound to get pinched. Shoot! 
This is officially the most awful St. Patrick’s 
Day EVER. 

- Emily Duvall, Humor Editor

IF
 Y

OU PICKED MOSTLY B’S: 

To be frank, since you picked mostly B, 
you cannot expect to have the best and 
brightest Saint Patty’s Day. You will wake 
up to find that your dog peed on your 
only green outfit. Distraught, you try to 
get a fresh new start to your day by 
hopping in the shower. Unbeknownst to you, 
leprechauns put hair dye in your shampoo, 
and you emerge from your bath with bright 
orange and green locks. But hey, it could be 
a lot worse: at least now you won’t get 
pinched! The luck of the Irish is always with 
redheads, and things are finally looking up 
when you find a four-leaf clover on your 
way to school. Yet your good fortune does 
not extend into the school day. A mis-click 
strips you of your Kahoot victory. Better 
luck next year.

- Brynn Gibson, News Editor

IF
 Y

OU PICKED MOSTLY C’S: 

It’s your mediocre day! If you got mostly 
C, your Saint Patrick’s Day will be MID. 
You will wake up to a lovely breakfast in 
bed that consists of soggy, non-Honey 
Nut Cheerios. Next, you will get changed 
into an adorable outfit, but forget to 
wear green. You will get pinched all day, 
but at least you look nice! At school, 
your teachers will hand out candy, but in 
order to stay in the holiday spirit, they 
only give green apple flavored treats. 
As you try to head home, a leprechaun 
takes your car keys! You are forced 
to walk home, but the spring flowers 
are blooming as a beautiful rainbow 
illuminates the sky. Maybe this Saint 
Patrick’s Day wasn’t great, but it could 
be worse!

- Lucy Sells,  Media Production Editor

1. You’re stranded on an Island. 
If you can bring only one St. 
Patty’s Day necessity, which 

would you bring?
  A: Pot of gold
  B: Shamrock Shake
  C: Four-leaf clover
  D: Leprechaun
  E: Ed Sheeran

2. WHAT ARE THE ODDS that YOU wear 
a leprechaun cosplay to school?

5. WHich st. Patty’s day tradition is your 
favorite?

  A: Green toilet
  B: Path of gold glitter      
  C: Upside-down chairs
  

D: Green eggs
E: Leprechaun traps

6. Who is your st. patty’s day hero?

  A: Rumpelstiltskin
  B: The Celtics
  C: A leprechaun  

  A: NEVER!
  B: I’d do it for five bucks
  C: Okay, but just once
  D: I’ve been waiting for this moment                  
  E: Been there, done that

graphics N. Chen, M. Hein



How is your St. Patty s Day going to go? How is your St. Patty s Day going to go? 

IF
 Y

OU PICKED MOSTLY C’S: 

It’s your mediocre day! If you got mostly 
C, your Saint Patrick’s Day will be MID. 
You will wake up to a lovely breakfast in 
bed that consists of soggy, non-Honey 
Nut Cheerios. Next, you will get changed 
into an adorable outfit, but forget to 
wear green. You will get pinched all day, 
but at least you look nice! At school, 
your teachers will hand out candy, but in 
order to stay in the holiday spirit, they 
only give green apple flavored treats. 
As you try to head home, a leprechaun 
takes your car keys! You are forced 
to walk home, but the spring flowers 
are blooming as a beautiful rainbow 
illuminates the sky. Maybe this Saint 
Patrick’s Day wasn’t great, but it could 
be worse!

- Lucy Sells,  Media Production Editor

IF
 Y

OU PICKED MOSTLY D’S: 

Based on your decisions to pick mostly 
D’s in the quiz, today will be slightly 
above average: good! Today you 
have your easy classes, meaning your 
day is instantly better than normal. 
During lunch you head to Cafe Dio and 
miraculously there is no line; in the spirit 
of St. Patty’s Day they brought back 
the affogato, so all is good in the world. 
Upon arriving home from school, you find 
a leprechaun left you some chocolate 
coins; you wish they left something 
more valuable, but at least it’s not a 
green and sparkly mess. Everything is 
borderline great considering it is Saint 
Patty’s Day, but only leaves you with 
enough satisfaction to consider it good. 

- Alex Evans, Opinion Editor

IF
 Y

OU PICKED MOSTLY E’S: 

Today’s the day folks, because you picked mostly 
E’s leading you to the best St. Patty’s Day KNOWN 
TO HUMANKIND! To start off the day, you wake up 
five minutes before your alarm and you gracefully 
slip out of bed, jostling the blanket ever so slightly 
to reveal that the leprechauns visited last night! 
Golden flakes flutter out of your sheets and a 
check for 60 million dollars falls into your lap. 
#score. You bound over to the mirror and your hair 
looks BANGIN; the leprechauns doused you in sexy-
juice before they made their grand exit. As you 
walk into the kitchen, a delectable smell hits your 
nostrils because your dad made your FAVORITE 
shamrock pancakes. Your dad goes to pinch you, 
but NOT SO FAST! You lift your pant leg to reveal 
your lime socks and you are untouchable. At school, 
you ace your Trig Precalc Honors test, then you 
get recruited for El Gato. At the end of school, 
your crush proposes to you with an emerald ring 
and you ride away into the green sunset. Today 
was the best day of your life.

- Cara Davidson, Center Editor

3. CHOOSE AN EPIC ST. PATTY’S 
DAY PRANK:

  A: Green hair dye in the shampoo
  B: Put your teacher’s stapler in Jell-o           
  C: Booby trap someone’s room
  D: Cropdust your teacher
  E: Wet willy your dad

4. What is your favorte 
green item?

6. Who is your st. patty’s day hero?

  A: Rumpelstiltskin
  B: The Celtics
  C: A leprechaun  

7. Pick a celebrity born on St. Patrick’s day:

  A: Kurt Russell
  B: Rob Kardashian
  C: Hozier  

D: Grimes
E: Rob Lowe

D: Mr. Buchanan
E: Ed Sheeran

  A: Caramel green apple lollipop
  B: Matcha green tea
  C: $$$
  D: Correct Wordle guess
  E: Green Michelle Obama

SCAVENGER HUNT:

look for 10 different St patty’s 
day stickers hidden on the pages! 

There is one per section. 

(this spread has a four leaf 
clover - not on the leprechaun)
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Gruetter recaps season 2  of EuphoriaGruetter recaps season 2  of Euphoria Academy releases nominations
by Kate Gruetter
Culture Editor

Labeled as “unrealistic” and “reliant on 
shock value” by critics, the second season of 
hit show Euphoria is not easily digestible media, 
and the topics portrayed in the series are heavy 
and depressing. While focusing on these major 
issues — such as addiction and abuse — is 
important, we should also notice smaller details 
and aspects of the show. 

The show’s second season is arguably more 
relatable than the first because it goes into 
greater depth with already established 
characters and proves itself as a show 
that accurately portrays teenag-
ers. Lexi’s use of writing and 
imaginative scenarios as 
coping mechanisms is 
representative of the 
audience’s younger 
demographic. Con-
stantly feeling like 
the second choice 
due to her sister, 
then watching as 
her and her friend’s 
lives fall apart, 
Lexi channels these 
emotions into her play and an imaginative 
reality TV series, ultimately portraying the use 
of escapism as a coping mechanism. Statisti-
cally, Americans spend four years of their lives 
indulging in escapism, and this representation 
makes Lexi’s character and the show relatable 
to a broader audience, ultimately aiding in  
its appeal. 

Although Kat is depicted much more in the 
second season than anticipated, her relationship 
struggles as a result of the content she consumes 
are not unheard of, and rather open up discus-
sions about such topics. From a young age, Kat 
wrote and read fanfiction online, the majority 
of which was for mature audiences because it 
portrays inappropriate content. Later on, when 

she is involved in a stable relationship, Kat 
struggles with healthy interaction and fantasizes 
about being part of a more toxic and desirable 
relationship. This lack of satisfaction and craving 
for unhealthy relationships as a result of over-
consumption of fanfiction is a trend shown in 
Gen Z as well. A generation who grew up on the 
internet, it is no surprise that the content we 
consume affects us psychologically, influencing 
relationships and what we consider desirable. 

Kat’s struggle with self love and acceptance 
rings true for many teenagers as well, depicting 

the overwhelming harm instigated by 
modern day influencers. Ideas centered 

around focusing on “loving who you 
are” or “practicing self love,” are 
good in theory, but are often diffi-
cult when one struggles to exercise 
such values. Celebrities, influenc-
ers, and models constantly preach-

ing this idea leads to an almost 
mocking mantra, as problems 
cannot be so easily solved with 
just a bit of love. Kat’s frustra-

tion and anger over this added 
great depth to her character, 
while also contributing to the 

creation of a more realistic and 
humanized character, one who is vulnerable in a 
way a greater audience can relate to. 

Finally, Cassie’s mental breakdown, shown in 
a single shot where she is wearing a face mask 
stained with tear streaks, is something almost 
every teenage girl has experienced. Trying  
to take care of yourself (via self love), but 
ultimately being unable to is an inevitable and 
common experience, and Cassie’s emotional state 
shown through this shot is artistic, relatable,  
and heartbreaking. 

Overall, despite displaying dramatic and 
mature scenes, the series Euphoria also focuses 
on smaller details that make it more relatable to 
an everyday audience.   
(Source: NY Post) 

by Alia Arafeh
Opinion Editor

Amy Schumer, Wanda Sykes, and Regina Hall will 
host the 2022 Academy Awards show, which is set to 
take place on Mar. 27. This year’s Academy Awards 
feature a diverse group of movies and films, with 
many international projects and up-and-coming 
actors and actresses.

The Netflix original The Power of the 
Dog, starring Benedict Cumberbatch and 
directed by Jane Campion, dominates 
many of the categories. The phenom-
enal acting, slow-build intensity, and 
creative camera work puts this film on 
top, earning it many nominations. Cum-
berbatch achieved a nomination for best 
actor and his co-stars Jesse Plemmons, 
Kodi Smit-McPhee, and Kirsten Dunst 
earned nominations for best supporting 
actors and actresses for their performances.

In terms of animated feature films, the 
nominees include three Disney movies, Luca, 
Encanto, and Raya and the Last Dragon,  
as well as a Netflix original The Mitchells 
vs. The Machines, and an international film  
entitled Flee.

Netflix filled most of the catego-
ries, as they produced many impres-
sive documentaries, animated works, 
and feature films in the past year. 
Three out of the five documentary 
short subjects are Netflix origi-
nals, with movies such as Don’t 
Look Up and The Power of the 
Dog appearing frequently as 
nominees. Increasingly popular 
streaming services produced most 
Oscar nominees this year, including Disney+, Amazon 
Prime, HBO, and more, as theaters remained closed 
for the pandemic and people turned to streaming to 
fulfill their movie-watching needs.

My personal favorite category, the documentary 
short subjects, included films that touched on import-
ant and relevant topics. Three Songs for Benazir, a 

Netflix original, depicts the life of an Afghani man 
who maintains hope in the midst of a seemingly 
impossible situation. The documentary came out 
on Jan. 24, following the United State’s departure 
from Kabul. Another relevant short is Lead Me Home, 

which documents homelessness in three cities on 
the West Coast. And while most Oscar documen-
taries present distressing and sad situations, 
the New York Times documentary the Queen of 

Basketball is a refreshing story about Lucia 
Harris, one of the greatest basketball 
players of all time. Her story is one of 
hope, confidence, and perseverance, and 
Harris’ perspective on life proves that 
feeling regret is a choice.

The short animated film and short live 
action film categories also include both 

reflective pieces and heartwarming stories. 
Robin Robin, a Netflix original short anima-
tion about a robin who tries to fit in with her 
family of mice puts a smile on viewers’ faces 
in comparison to the rather depressing The 
Windshield Wiper, that attempts to answer 
the question “What is love?” My personal 
favorite short live action film titled the Long 
Goodbye stars Riz Ahmed and presents a 

terrifying future in which the Brit-
ish government persecutes Pakistani 
citizens. The film rapidly builds in 
intensity and ends in shock and 
confusion. As media representation 

of Muslims and Brown people in 
general worsens, what is now 
depicted as a fictional short  
film starts to feel more and more 
like reality.

The 2022 Oscars are filled with notable 
movies created in the midst of a pandemic that work 
to show the perseverance of life and creativity in the 
worst conditions. Despite the lack of open theaters 
and difficulties with production due to COVID, the 
turnout is impressive and I am looking forward to 
the awards show.
(Sources: ABC, IMDB, Netflix, No Film School)

Louis Tomlinson begins first solo World tour
by Sonali Muthukrishnan
Editor-in-Chief

Singer-songwriter extraordinaire and well-known former One 
Direction member Louis Tomlinson kicked off his namesake 
2022 World Tour on Feb. 1 in Dallas, TX. Tomlinson 
previously pushed his tour back from the original 
2020 dates, due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Fans 
were excited to see Tomlinson grace the stage again, 
performing hits from his latest album Walls. 

So far, Tomlinson has visited North America, 
hitting Dallas, Austin, Houston, St. Louis, Atlanta, 
Nashville, Washington, and New York City. In all of 
the cities, fans have eagerly awaited his performance, 
lining up outside of venues days in advance. In order 
to protect his fans, Tomlinson and his team have laid 
out  strict COVID-19 procedures for each of the gigs, 
based on local rules, which are detailed on his website. 
On Feb. 1, Tomlinson also surprised his fans with a 
brand new North American World Tour merchandise set, 
including sweatshirts, t-shirts, ball-caps, tote bags, and posters. 

Tomlinson’s tour set includes a number of songs from his first 
solo album Walls and a couple of unreleased gems from his recent 

performances. Tomlinson’s music gives an overall rock-pop vibe with a 
down to earth feel. He showcases his sweet tenor voice through his setlist, 
including fan favorites like “Through the Dark,” “Little Black Dress,” and 

“Drag Me Down,” from his time in One Direction. Through covers 
like “Beautiful War” by the Kings of Leon and “7” by Catfish 
and the Bottlemen, Tomlinson showcases his vocal talent 
that he has worked so hard to improve and grow throughout 

his singing career. 
Of course, the setlist also includes songs from his 

latest album like “We Made It” and “Always You,” 
two songs that many fans suspect may be about 
his ex-bandmate Harry Styles. Tomlinson’s set also 
features “Two of Us,” a touching tribute to his mum 
Johanna Deakin, who passed away a couple of years 

ago due to leukemia. “Copy of a Copy of a Copy,” a song 
written and performed by Tomlinson, but not officially 

released via a studio version, found a spot on his tour 
list, making fans undeniably happy. Tomlinson debuted the 

song at his live streamed performance on Sept. 4, 2021, surprising his 
entire fanbase. The heartbreaking song sings of broken relationships and 
a toxic cycle that no can escape, which many fans suspect reflects the 
nature of the music industry. Since its debut, “Copy of a Copy of a Copy” 

has become a fan favorite, so seeing it on the set list excited 
Tomlinson’s supporters. 

Not only are Tomlinson’s loyal fans excited to see him sing 
his heart out, they are also thrilled by the new content they 
are getting from the artist. The singer’s fanbase is buzzing 
about the number of cute photos, interactions with fans, and 
heartwarming moments with his band members that they have 
witnessed so far. One of the favorites includes a conversation 
Tomlinson had with a young seven-year-old fan, whom he 
chatted with before taking a picture to commemorate the 
meet and greet. Another sweet moment involved Tomlinson 
offering his fans cupcakes as they stood out in the cold to 
get a glimpse of him hopping on his tour bus to drive to the 
next gig. While thankful for the content so far, his fans, many 
of whom identify with the LGBTQ+ community, are eagerly 
awaiting for Tomlinson to brandish a pride flag on stage. 
Tomlinson’s tour made a local stop just last night at the Fox 
Theater in Oakland. 

Off to a smashing success, Tomlinson’s world tour is quickly 
picking up speed, leaving fans excited to see what is next 
for the popstar. 
(Sources: Instagram, Setlist.fm, Louis_Tomlinson.com)

M. Hein

N. Chen

by Marissa Hein
Graphics Editor

One of America’s favorite singing competitions is back for another 
round. American Idol kicked off its twentieth season on Feb. 27. The 
show, hosted by Ryan Seacrest, welcomes back the always-hilari-
ous judging panel consisting of Katy Perry, Lionel Richie, and Luke 
Bryan, who have judged the 
show since its renewal, five 
seasons ago.

This year, American Idol 
celebrates its platinum season 
with a new twist: throughout the 
auditions, the judging panel has the 
opportunity to award three standout contestants a platinum ticket. 
This ticket serves as a ‘free pass’ of sorts, and the recipient will get 
to sit out of the first round of the infamously grueling Hollywood 
Week. During the season premiere, the judges unanimously decided 
to award the first ticket to contestant Huntergirl, a 23-year-old from 
Tennessee. After an incredible audition that blew the judges away, 

Luke Bryan dubbed her as his “favorite female country voice [he’s] heard” 
and invited her to play at his bar, 32 Bridge, and all three judges awarded 
her a platinum ticket.

Huntergirl is just one of many incredible contestants, and there will 
definitely be no shortage of talent this season. The first episode featured 
an array of talented and heartfelt singers, including Niccolina Bozzo, 

who received a standing ovation from 
all three judges for her emotional ren-
dition of Sara Bareilles’ “She Used to Be 
Mine.” Tyler Allen also gave a standout 

performance of “I Believe in You and Me” 
by Whitney Houston that left Katy Perry 

in tears. Allen revealed that he used to sing 
the song for his late nephew, who passed away in a tragic car accident 
that involved an 18-wheeler-truck.

The youngest contestant of the night was 15-year-old Grace Franklin, 
who is the granddaughter of acclaimed singer Aretha Franklin. Franklin’s 
appearance led to some heartwarming swapping of stories between her 
and Lionel Richie, who was friends with the late Franklin. In her audi-

tion, Franklin dazzled the judges with “Killing me Softly” by 
The Fugees. The judges liked her voice, but weren’t completely 
sold. When they requested she sing a second song, Franklin paid 
homage to her late grandmother by singing “Ain’t No Way.” Her 
audition split the panel, receiving one vote ‘yes’ and two votes 
‘no.’ The judges ultimately decided her voice needed to mature 
more in order for her to have a real shot at winning the com-
petition. They encouraged her to take a few years to focus on 
honing her talent and then re-audition for the show in the future.

Singer-songwriter, playwright, and screenwriter Taylor 
Fagins rounded out the episode. Fagins decided to audition for 
American Idol to fulfill his desire to “share a piece of [his] heart 
with people.” He certainly did that, as he delivered a powerful 
and authentic message through his original song condemning 
police brutality. His performance moved the entire judging panel, 
who gave him a unanimous ‘yes’ to move on to the next round. 
Based on the handful of contestants featured in the first episode, 
American Idol’s platinum season is sure to be a memorable one.
(Source: American Idol)

American Idol premieres its twentieth season
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Dennon comments on recently released Tall Girl sequel
by Macy Dennon
Sports Editor

To anyone who saw Tall Girl the first time and thought, “oh 
man we need a sequel to this amazing movie” you are in luck and 
also wholly alone in your thoughts. Tall Girl 2 came out Feb. 11 
on Netflix and received 2.7 out of 5 stars on Google reviews, and 
I would have to agree. 

Tall Girl 2 directly imitates the first film, showing Jodi, the 
main character, finally comfortable in her skin. She and her boy-
friend are on good terms until, plot twist, she joins the school 
play and spends all of her time with her co-stars. Jack Dunkleman, 
her boyfriend, makes her dinner to celebrate their three-month 
anniversary, and Jodi angrily leaves after they get into a small 
fight which initiates their breakup. The movie follows Jodi as she 
copes with the breakup and her stage-fright. 

The plot was nothing new, showing a teen’s struggle with love, 
insecurities, and anxiety attacks. To be honest, you can find this 
plotline in any teen rom-com, including the much better-reviewed 
movie To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before. In terms of acting, the only 
actors who realized that they were in a comedy were Steve Zahn 

Torrey recommends Patagonia documentary
by Senji Torrey
Public Relations Manager

A ten-mile hike, for most, could be a landmark 
moment for their year. A marathon could be a 
milestone in an individual’s life. But what is a 184-
mile run for a person? Rather, why would anyone 
run, without sleep, 184 miles through the English 
countryside, through the wet mud and marshes, to 
the end of the River Thames? For Martin Johnson, it 
is not the distance of the run, but the meaning of it 
that pushes him forward to the faraway finish line.

Matt Kay’s Run to the Source, a Patagonia docu-
mentary available for free on YouTube and Pata-
gonia’s website, follows Black British trail runner 
Martin Johnson as he tries to beat the world record 
for the fastest run on the 184-mile long Thames 
Path. Initially set up as an objective test of grit and 
character, Kay quickly establishes dimension to the 
doc, intertwining a film about running with the too-
often overlooked and veiled history of Black people  
in Britain. 

Johnson, a seasoned ultramarathoner, brushes 
over his achievements of triple-figure races and 
first-place finishes, opting instead  on his running 
club: “What we’re trying 
to do with Black Trail Run-
ners is just to increase repre-
sentation of Black and Brown 
people in the wider trail com-
munity. Many of the community 
members will be outpacing 
me tomorrow and I hope 
if we can set an FKT (fast-
est known time), it may 
encourage others to lace 
up their shoes and give trail 
running a go.”

Simple enough, it seems. 
However, as Johnson pro-
gresses on the run, it becomes 
clear that getting Black and Brown 
people on the trails isn’t an end goal, but the start-
ing line of something much larger. Kay incorporates 
archival footage of 19th and 20th century England 
with Black British poetry to tell the untold story of 
Black inhabitants on the island nation. 

Kaufman reports on Kanye West scandal 
by Georgia Kaufman
Media Production Editor

Waddup ladies and gents; it is I, Geor-
gia Kaufman — your favorite “Hollywood 
Fix”junkie — here to deliver the debrief 
on the Kanye ‘Ye’ West Instagram drama 
that supposedly stemmed from the new-
found relationship between big-bootied Kim 
Kardashian and Saturday Night Live (SNL) 
staple young White guy Pete Davidson. It all 
started after Kardashian’s SNL debut on Oct. 
9, 2021. A relationship between Davidson 
and Kardashian seemingly began at the end 
of October. 

Kanye West began to publicly complain 
and critique this new association between the 
two, as well as the posting of TikToks by his 
daughter, North, on Feb. 4. After expressing 
his many opinions on the subject, West began 
to cut people out of his life who dis-
agreed with him, like famous rapper 
and former close friend of West’s, 
Kid Cudi. Kanye has consistently 
made public his list of newfound 
“enemies,” posting that these people 
are no longer a part of his 
life or music career.

Regarding the signifi-
cance of the Instagram 
posts, each one insinu-
ated Kanye’s animosity 
toward the newfound 
alleged couple. Each 
post’s caption con-
sisted of all capital let-
ters, with a majority involv-
ing either screenshots of people disagreeing 
with him, a.k.a. evidence that could “help 
his case” with Kardashian, or creating a new 
nickname for Davidson that many of his fol-
lowers began to commend: Skete.

After archiving every one of his Instagram 
posts that involved Ye’s lack of parental con-
trol as well as Davidson’s relationship with 
the reality TV star, Kanye posted an apology 
to both his followers and those closest to 

him. He captioned the post, “I’ve learned that all 
caps makes people feel like I’m screaming at them. 
I’m working on my communication…Thank you 
everybody for supporting me. I know sharing screen 
shots was jarring and came off as harassing Kim. I 
take accountability. I’m still learning in real time. 
I don’t have all the answers. To be a good leader is 
to be a good listener.”

As much as I am praying that the little note at 
the end of his apology post about “being a leader 
and listener” was not his announcement that he 
is running for President in 2024, I appreciate his 
accountability, whether it came from Kanye himself 
or his media team. I mean, I would appreciate it 
more if he didn’t delete it a day later. 

That post was from mid-February. Since then, 
Ye has gone through another series of posts calling 
out Pete ‘Skete’ Davidson and expressing his con-
cerns about his own parenting role with children 
North, Saint, Chicago, and Psalm whom he had 
with Kardashian. 

After deleting all of these posts, West began 
to publish more and more content, speaking of 
the release of Donda 2 that followers of his music 
can only stream on his own streaming service, 

Stem Player, since he turned down contracts 
with music companies such as Apple 
Music and Spotify. Davidson has since 
deleted his Instagram account as fans 
filled the comments on his first post 
with the word “Skete.”

I would recommend you go check 
out Kanye’s Instagram page, but it 
seems that it is now either an empty 

page or a series of posts directed 
towards the people in Ye’s life that have 

opposed his opinions.
This behavior in itself is unacceptable and 

West should face more serious consequences. As El 
Gato staffer Emmy Morley stated, “If this was a 
woman, she would no longer have a career. She’d 
be called crazy, insane, manipulative, desperate. 
Behavior like this, when it’s from a woman, is 
a long-awaited opportunity to remove her from 
the spotlight. But when it’s from Kanye, it’s 
 just Kanye.” 

El Gato Recommends: Daredevil, Shamrock Shake, and moreEl Gato Recommends: Daredevil, Shamrock Shake, and more
Boasting three seasons and an adoring fanbase, Marvel’s hit series 

Daredevil is worth the watch, especially to prepare for upcoming projects. 
Nail-biting, intriguing, binge-worthy, and overall heart-
warming, the series follows lawyer Matt Mur-
dock as he fights crime undercover as Dare-
devil, a vigilante known for protecting the 
citizens of Hell’s Kitchen. It is important 
to watch Daredevil and other Marvel 
series to prepare for the upcom-
ing Doctor Strange: Multiverse 
of Madness film, which 
promises crossovers and 
cameos you won’t want to be 
unaware of. Although Dare-
devil recently left Netflix — 
along with other Marvel proj-
ects — it will be available to 
watch on streaming platform 
Disney Plus later this month. 
- Kate Gruetter, Culture Editor 

The band Lawrence, started by 
sibling duo Gracie and Clyde Lawrence, 
released their song “Don’t Lose Sight” on May 
4, 2021, blessing the world with a strong anthem 
about never giving up. The soul-pop eight-piece group features this 

N. Chen

In the final section of the film, “What The Immi-
grant Remembers,” poet Sophia Sinclair contextual-
izes the long-suppressed struggle of the descendants 
of today’s British Black population along the River 
Thames, writing “I fought your wars sailed in on 
the wind/with my homeland behind me/lived a 
century’s life below your stairs/breaking my back 
upon your wheel/I am what the water knows/what 
source flows invisible through this city.”

Though ominously similar to another nation’s 
past, Kay refrains from comparison. Instead, Sinclair 
cements the deeper meaning behind Johnson’s run 
through the final lines of the poem, encompass-
ing both Kay and Johnson’s sentiment as one of 
triumph. As Johnson outruns the ubiquitous river, 
Sinclair exclaims “I am the song of the river/the 
son of a country/I am what the water remembers/I 
 am free.”

Ultimately, explaining the deeper meaning of 
this run as an Asian-American would be at the 
very least pretentious, and most likely profoundly 
erroneous. Thus, I want to end on an extended quote 
from Black Trail Runners member Phil Young, who 
perfectly details the immense weight of this feat: 

“Martin, a black 
man, a man of color, 

has claimed the title 
of the fastest person ever to 
have run the River Thames…200 

years ago, he wouldn’t even 
[have] been allowed to have 
done that journey. He would 

have probably been some-
one’s property, and 
for me that is such 
a great symbol to 

say not only are we 
here and we belong, 
but we’re also pretty 
quick…The actual 

statement of claiming that river, to say okay 
you know we once upon a time we were slaves, but 
now not only can we go there, but we can go there 
in a way that no one else has gone there before…
is a wonderful thing.”
(Source: Patagonia)

and Angela Kinsey. They provide phenomenal performances as Jodi’s 
parents because they have fun with the roles. On the other hand, the 
other actor’s performances are sub-par. In some moments, you 
can tell that they are overreacting, but for a teen movie 
what more can you expect? 

Tall Girl 2 is a completely unnecessary 
sequel that could be a separate movie 
with a whole different cast. The film 
does not focus on any aspect of the 
main character’s height or struggles 
with it. They just throw in Jodi’s pas-
sion for musical theater out of the blue and 
expect the audience to run with it. It 
makes no sense and adds unneces-
sary details.

Also, Jodi’s anxiety attack that 
occurs while she is in the car with 
her parents seems very unrealis-
tic. The movie’s portrayal of anxiety 
comes across as inaccurate. During the 

movie, Jodi develops an “inner voice” that tells her that she is not 
good enough, which is a decent way to interpret anxiety, so I have 
no qualms with that. I am upset with how easily she copes with the 

anxiety and builds skills to adapt to it without any professional 
help. I know anxiety looks different for every person, 

but the speed with which she “gets over” her 
anxiety made me wonder if the producers just 
added her anxiety to make her more relatable, 
but then realized that to have a happy ending, 
she had to “get over it.” It could make someone 
with long-term anxiety problems feel that they 
are not good enough because Jodi got over her 
anxiety quickly, yet they are still struggling 

after years of therapy. 
Netflix tends to release teen romance movies 

in sets of three, so do not be surprised if we see 
a Tall Girl 3 in the future. May we all hope that 
Netflix does not waste its time and instead gives 
the subscribers what we really want, a season two 

of Julie and the Phantoms!

popular song on their album Hotel TV. So far, Lawrence has released a total 
of three studio albums, as well as a multitude of acoustic and live albums. 
Gracie Lawrence’s beautifully raw vocals strike a chord in listeners’ hearts, 
creating a unique sound. The flawless singing and upbeat melody 

accompany relatable lyrics that anyone can jam out to, making 
“Don’t Lose Sight” a must listen.

(Sources: Genius, Lawrencetheband.com) 
- Sonali Muthukrishnan, Editor-in-Chief

Two Wii classics are coming to Nintendo Switch! 
In Nintendo’s new announcement on Feb. 9, 
the company released a Switch rendition of 
Wii Sports, called Nintendo Switch Sports, 
and a new expansion pack for Mario Kart 8 
Deluxe. Switch Sports will include bowl-
ing, tennis, chambara, soccer, badmin-
ton, and volleyball. The company 
plans to release it on Apr. 29. The 
Mariokart DLC will include 48 new 
tracks split into six rounds. The first 
round, which will be released on Mar. 

18, will include the iconic Coconut 
Mall. Fans predict that many Mario 

Kart Tour tracks will be included in the  
other rounds.

- Nathan Chen, Graphics Editor 

The best items on the McDonald’s 
menu are the shakes. Vanilla, choco-

late, and strawberry are year-
round staples, but once a year 
the originals are overshadowed 

by their seasonal competi-
tor: the Shamrock Shake. 
Available Feb.15 to Mar. 
17, the light-green deli-
cacy is one I recommend 
to everyone. It’s similar to 
mint chip ice cream, but 
so much better. Vanilla soft 
serve mixed with the secret 
Shamrock Shake syrup and 
topped with whipped cream 
make for a perfect combina-
tion: light, airy, refreshing, 
and minty. Its light pep-
permint flavor and vanilla 
notes perfectly encapsu-
late the true essence of St. 

Patrick’s Day. 
- Esha Bagora, Humor Editor
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“You’re supposed to have a white streak in your hair,” one little bundle 
of joy commented. Well, Samantha, I left the darn thing in the princess 

mobile and now I’m on the spot and have to resort to “who 
wants cake?” to escape that line of questioning. Some-

times I can’t tell if I’m sweating from the sun or  
the interrogations. 

I will say, I haven’t been 
on the party princess grind 
long, but if my experience 
thus far is any indication 
of what’s to come, I’m going 
to need to brush up on the 
Disney encyclopedia and 

maybe prepare a will just 
in case because these people 

aren’t messing around.
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by Esha Bagora
Humor Editor

As someone who has never had a valentine, I 
can tell you that the best day in February is the 
day after Valentine’s Day. It is the most underrated, 
overshadowed, and undervalued day of the whole 
YEAR. Sure, you have to wake up with the agonizing 
realization that you didn’t have a valentine the day 
before (and you probably won’t have one next year 
either) but at least Valentine’s Day is over and all 
the fun that is Feb. 15 can begin. 

Everything pink and red, and I mean everything, 
gets a massive discount. I’m not talking about the 
itty-bitty sales you might see the day after Hal-
loween or Christmas, I’m talking about big savings. 
Without sounding like a grocery-store commer-
cial, let me attempt to explain to you the 
magnitude of money I 
save on Feb.15. My 
favorite des-
sert is choc-
olate-covered 
strawberries, 
but they’re 
seasonal and 
hard to find. 
Most of the 
time, especially 
around Valentine’s 
Day, they get really 
expensive. But not on 
Feb. 15. 

Everything gets marked 
down. Chocolate-covered strawberries that 
are normally twenty dollars at Whole Foods go 
down to twelve, and the good ol’ V Day chocolate 
becomes astronomically cheaper than what it was 
the day before. If you just stroll through Target’s 
Valentine’s Day section, you’ll see nothing but red 
tags and candy packages practically falling off the 
shelves. After all, who needs a valentine when 
you can just buy yourself presents at a fraction of 
the cost? I mean… I do. I still need a valentine, 
but I definitely feel like a girlboss buying candy 
boxes for myself. 

But Feb. 15 isn’t my favorite day JUST for having 
cheap chocolate. On Valentine’s Day, every single 
restaurant (even McDonald’s) is packed. You have 

by Lucy Sells
Media Production Editor

Dear students, teachers, citizens of Los 
Gatos, and our two readers from Norway — I 
must address an issue that urgently needs your 
attention. An issue that has personally 
plagued me and other El Gatans 
since the conception of 
this beautiful,  yet 
flawed news source. 
An issue that leaves 
me awake at night, 
shaking, contem-
plating my exis-
tence in this cruel 
world. Dare I say, 
an issue worse than 
the Kissing Booth 
Trilogy. Although it 
pains me to talk about, 
I must shed light to this 
important matter, for you, 
kind reader, deserve to know 
the truth. Alright, take a seat before this next 
part. Here we go: Poop articles are not allowed 
to be published in the paper. Take your time to 
process, and when you are ready, you can return 
to the article.

I discovered this miserable truth on Nov. 2, 
2021, at exactly 11:42 AM. The worst day of my 
life; even worse than when the airport TSA worker 
told me to have a 
good flight and I 
said you too. After 
spending hours per-
fecting an article on 
pooping my pants, 
I sent it to Doug 
Garrett, the El Gato 
adviser, expecting 
comments of praise 
such as, “Wow! This 
is the most amazeballs thing I have ever read!” 
or “I sent this to the airport TSA worker and he 
told me he doesn’t judge you anymore!” Looking 
forward to the good news, I eagerly opened the 
Google doc. My young innocent eyes were not 

Bagora adores the day after V-day Sells pleads for poop in El Gato

by Emmy Morley 
Media Production Editor

Hello, my name is Emmy Morley, I’m 17 years old, and I 
am a professional party princess. No, shoving those q-tips in 
your ears has not yet damaged your hearing, you heard me 
right. I am a party princess. Belle, Aurora, Snow White, Anna, 
Elsa, you name it, it’s me, dress and all. Birthday party for 
a five-year-old? No problem, I am on the way. You would 
think working with kids is cute, but I’m here to tell you 
sometimes it is just downright odd. 

A couple of weekends ago, I was Anna. I had my braids 
going on, my satchel, the whole thing. I was prancing 
around a cute backyard party, shaking hands and sparkling 
“fairy dust” (craft store glitter) on any unsuspecting child I 
could find. We offer face painting at our princess parties, 
so we broke out our palette and got to work. A little boy 
came running up to me, and I asked him what he would 
like painted on his hand. 

Folks at home, prepare yourself for this one, because 
it caught me off guard in a new way. He looked up at 
me with big, bright brown eyes and said in a dead-
pan voice, “I want darkness,” For a moment 
I thought maybe I was finally witnessing a 
villain’s origin story. Is this where emo singers 
come from? My smooth brain needed a few moments 
to boot back up like a school chromebook before I 
could respond with, “what does darkness look like?” 

Morley narrates her adventures as a professional party princess

to wait in insanely long lines and for fancier restau-
rants, not making a reservation months in advance 
could mean that your romantic dinner will start at 
10:00 PM. I went to Chipotle this treacherous Feb. 
14, and by the time I reached the counter to order, 
they had run out of guacamole. I ended up going 
to a different Chipotle location that had guacamole, 
but imagine how disappointed I was after waiting 
in line for practically an hour, and they didn’t 
have any guacamole. But, the day after Valentine’s 
Day, there was a surplus of guacamole. Lines are so 
much shorter, wait times go back to normal, and 
restaurants aren’t nearly as busy, loud, or crowded. 

The cherry on top of the sundae that is Feb.15 
is the fact that flowers 

are also massively 
discounted. I went 

through a phase at 
the beginning of 
quarantine, where 
I would obses-
s ive ly  watch 
flower-arrange-
ment  v ideos 
and then would 
try and recreate 

massive, elabo-
rate bouquets with 

literal weeds. I tried 
to use random backyard 

flowers to substitute for 
roses, daffodils, and gerberas. 

Granted, I could’ve bought flowers 
from Trader Joe’s, but I wanted the 

experience of getting flowers from an actual flo-
rist. On Feb. 15, I got a bunch of luxurious flowers 
and then quickly realized that I have absolutely 
no future in the flora industry. So even though I 
ruined gorgeous flowers, at least they weren’t super 
expensive and I didn’t feel as bad in the end. Now, 
I just get pre-made arrangements on Feb. 15 to put 
on my desk. 

You cannot argue with me when I say that 
Feb. 15 is one of the best days of the year. I get 
my favorite chocolate and flowers with minimal 
damage to my bank account, and I don’t have to 
deal with restaurants running out of items or crazily 
overcrowded seating areas. 

ready for what came next. My soul was not 
expecting the damage it was about to endure. 
Garrett wrote three comments. #1: Sorry, this 
cannot be published. #2: Not for print. #3: NO. 
The pain I felt reading those comments was 

incomparable to anything I’d ever felt 
before — and I just broke my wrist. 

To this day, I question what 
would have happened if that 

article had been published. 
The lives I would have 
changed. The New York 
Times definitely would 
have hired me before 
they got through the 
first paragraph. 

You might be won-
dering why. And quite 

frankly, I am too. I do not 
understand why articles 

about excrement cannot be 
published in our student publi-

cation. Everybody dookies, and there-
fore everyone would benefit. There are many 
different types of humor, but number two is  
the best. 

I have created a petition for you to sign, 
in order to allow scatological articles to be 
in the newspaper. Sign using the QR code. I 
urge you to contribute to this crucial issue. 
Picture the impact poop articles would have 

on our school, our town, 
a small part of Norway, 
and soon the world. 
Sophomore, Ellie Lin,  
wrote, “I just wish our 
school newspaper wrote 
more about poop. My life 
would be so much better 
if I could just read about 
dookies!” If you feel 
like Lin, share this arti-

cle so others are aware of this problem. I  
hope that you can rest easy despite knowing 
this information, and I sincerely apologize that 
I had to break the news to you. Stay strong, be 
the change.

I, of course, was using my sing-songy princess voice that makes me 
sound like the Aflac duck the next day, but I’m laying it on thick to 
cancel out his bad vibes. My little scary friend simply responds, “one  

black line.” 
Now I don’t know about y’all, but this 

child was catching me off guard. And 
I am usually very much kid proof, 
but he was popping off like a 
middle-aged man doing bad 
improv comedy, and I was 
struggling to keep my com-

posure. I just said “how about 
a black spider?” He refused. 
So I rephrased my state-
ment. “How about a darkness 
spider?” Finally, I got him to sit 
still so I could draw a, you guessed 
it, normal black spider. I slapped 
some fairy dust on that sucker and 

sent him on his merry way. 
It isn’t the odd kids who are 

the real issue, though. It’s the 
detail-oriented ones. You don’t 
know fear until you’re being 

grilled on Disney facts by a sec-
ond-grader like she’s a hardened 
Brooklyn detective from 1950. 
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or decision making skills? Now, most of these 
video edits are implemented by YouTube creators, 
however, every once in a while you will come 
across a completely bonkers unedited clip. They 
really get you thinking about Barbie, and, well, 
life. How were monotone, talking, animated 
animals socially acceptable? Why did these 
creatures not freak me out earlier in life? Did they 
affect me psychologically, in ways only Barbie 
herself could decipher? Perhaps. 
     After completing YouTube deep dives to find 
more of these edits, you really realize how many 
Barbie movies have been made. I mean, since 
when was Barbie Diaries a thing? I have no 
recollection of it ever existing, and yet copious 
amounts of YouTube edits have been made using 
its clips. C’mon, don’t you want to see Barbie 
struggling with getting a 97 on her test (tragic) 
or stuttering while flirting with a very NOT single 

Ken. What about 
Magic of the Pegasus? 
Which features a 
prince with an oddly 
grown ponytail and 
a kidnapped polar 
bear? How does the 
Pegasus fit in? I’m 
not entirely sure. 
The edit kind of left 
that part out. Safe to 
say they are NOT the 
SparkNotes of Barbie 
movies, simply funky 
little recaps that 

leave out half of the information. WAIT! Did I 
mention the villain with oddly creepy facial hair? 
Or the fact that Barbie is related to a Pegasus? 
Yeah. It is definitely a lot to unpack. And yet, 
the edits seem to do just that.  
     So, if you’re ever feeling stupid, sad, or 
confused, watch a Barbie edit. It won’t necessarily 
fix anything, but it might make you feel better. 
Or at least less stupid. Don’t count on it fixing 
the confusion though. That will probably only 
get worse. 
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King turns 18 and begins adulthood
by Jackie King
Editor-in-Chief
    As the clock struck 12 AM on the morning of February 12, 
2022, the federal government finally granted me new abilities 
I’ve been waiting to do since my escape from the womb 18 
years ago. This list includes my new abilities to buy spray 
paint, get a Costco card, sue Sophie Sullivan, use a meat 
slicer at a grocery store, and create my own will. Despite 
what most people might think, this momentous weekend that 
began my adulthood did not leave me feeling more mature, but 
instead feeling nearly certain that I should not be in charge 
of my own life. In my short time as an adult, I’ve made some 
questionable choices; feel free to draw your own conclusions 
as to whether I should be allowed to vote in this country.
     Jumped out of a plane: The first decision I made for my 
adult self was booking my skydiving date back in January. I 
spent the next month counting down the days until I could 
hurl myself out of a plane 18,000 feet in the air, then proceed 
to fall at 120 miles per hour for 90 seconds straight before 
opening my parachute and hoping it worked. Although some 
may think this was crazy, my mother believes that the most 
concerning part of all this is the fact that I immediately began 
figuring out how soon I could go again. 

     Laid in the sand: Straight after our four-mile free-fall, my longtime 
friend Grace and I threw on our wetsuits, left all technology behind, 
and biked down to the beach to swim on this rare sunny winter day. 
Exhausted after swimming through the water for God knows how long and 
still recovering from our adrenaline rush, we crawled up the beach, laid 
down in the sand with 
our eyes 
c l o s e d , 
and let the 
waves wash 
over  us  aga in 
and again. 
W i th  the 
Super Bowl 
leaving 
the beach 
nearly deserted, we got 
to ignore all responsibilities and lie in the sand.
     Went to a nude beach: DISCLAIMER! This was an accident, I promise. 
After an hour or two swimming in the ocean and lying dead on the sand, 
I was merely strolling along Privates Beach (fully clothed) petting all the 
sea anemones I could find, slowly making my way farther and farther 
down the coastline. After a long walk full of exploring, I finally turned 

Gruetter watches barbie edits Duvall loves vending machines

Gibson gets diagnosed with ADHD
by Brynn Gibson
Humor Editor 
    My sole regret in life is not finding out I had 
ADHD during middle school. Realizing that 
I had a valid excuse to fidget spin my way 
through Mrs. Harris’ Earth Science class was 
heartbreaking. I could have been one of those 
kids with permission to play with slime in class. 
     Some people might say I slipped through the 
cracks. They might say that due to my good grades 
and behavior, my hyperactiveness and attention 
deficiency went undetected. But how dare 
those people deny me credit for successfully 
fooling the public into believing I am normal. 
I bamboozled my mother and medical professionals 
alike into thinking I had a functioning brain for 
a solid 17 years. Maybe it was foolish of me to 
abandon the theater in eighth grade —I obviously 
had talent.
     Yet, it really is astounding I was not found 
out earlier. I was a walking poster child for ADHD. 
I’ve lived my whole life with incredibly hyperactive 
tendencies, an inability to stop talking, and an acute 

lack of impulse control. My mom calls it my “sparkle.” My psychiatrist 
calls it “dysfunctional.”

     Personally, I enjoy my flair. I like living life on 
the edge. For example, one time, I missed my 

turn on Highway 9, and instead of taking 
a second to analyze the situation, 
scan for the nearest place to 

make a u-turn, or simply check my 
surroundings, I slammed my mom’s Acura 

MDX into reverse and backed that baby up 
a solid 20 yards. Thankfully, there was 

nobody behind me, but honestly, I did 
not know that. I recognize this was 
an “unsafe decision” and “illegal” 
but I got where I needed to go 
without hurting anyone.
     I spent most of my elementary 
school days rocking back in my chair, making 
sculptures out of cheese wax, and monologuing 
loudly about Wild Kratts to my peers. In middle 
school, I would enter my English class and 

immediately begin laughing hysterically for no 
apparent reason. Once I spilled white-out all over my 

desk because I was painting my fingers with it and the janitors had 
to pull out a brand new, shiny desk from storage just for me. Being 
chaotic had its perks. 
     I would like to thank my 9th grade English teacher for finally 

bringing me into the light. Not because he believed in me or 
anything, but because he was so exorbitantly frustrated with 

my behavior that he would banish me from the classroom 
on a daily basis. That, surprisingly,  had not happened to 
me before and made me understand that I could not control 
my behavior. Mr. DW, if you are reading this, I am sorry for 

falling on the floor on multiple occasions, interrupting 
you, and making gum wrapper art instead of 

listening to your instructions. I understand and 
forgive you for sending me out of your classroom 
about 12 times in one semester.
     Now that I am diagnosed and medicated, I can 

happily report that Adderall, thankfully, did not 
get rid of my sparkle. In fact, it just made me sparkle...with direction. 
Now I can complete my APUSH notes within a few hours, and reorganize 
my entire room at 1 AM. I know my psychiatrist told me that I need 
to avoid caffeine when I take my medication, but why would I deny 
myself the opportunity to get superpowers? When I need the extra 
pizazz, downing my medicine with a Monster makes me feel like God.

back towards the beach and was met with a visual I can 
never erase from my memory. For your sake, I will not 
elaborate, but let’s just say I have never moved faster 
than I did at that moment.
     Avoided my responsibilities: In my eyes, I had a 
very productive weekend. I checked a few things off my 

bucket list, spent the majority of my time in the ocean, 
and just enjoyed a real reset weekend just to enjoy myself 

and not worry. Unfortunately, in the eyes of the generic 
world, it was a barren weekend full of irresponsible 

choices. I completed a grand total of zero 
assignments that I had to do before 

Monday. I did not do one 
Calculus problem, forgot 
to even print my APES 
homework, and did not 

study at all for my Statistics test. I didn’t even watch 
the new episode of Euphoria until four days after it came     

out, a true all-time low for me. 
     Whether I deserve my newfound adult privileges or not will not stop 
me from using them to have a great time. Who knows what I will do next. 
Maybe I’ll get my realtor’s license or go to the Emergency Room by myself 
just for the fun of it, only time will tell.
 

by Kate Gruetter
Culture Editor
     Most strange addictions are things like 
eating paint, consuming egregious amounts of 
caffeine, or chewing on chalk. However, for the 
past year I have struggled with my own strange 
addiction: YouTube Barbie edits. That’s right. 
Editors on YouTube spend their time creating 
Barbie compilations, some of my favorites 
being: Raquelle’s Most Iconic Moments, What 
Even is The Barbie Diaries, and Barbie Princess 
Charm School is a Fabulous Mess. 
     Watching Barbie edits gives you that boost 
of serotonin necessary when studying for AP 
Euro or staving off the inevitable breakdown.
Most of the time, you’re not the most mentally 
stable when watching these compilations, 
which means you will find yourself laughing 
at the top of your lungs when your entire 
house is  asleep 
(been there done 
that), or snorting 
out  your  water 
onto the dining 
room table (have 
not been there done 
that yet). Overall, 
Barbie edits are 
not for the faint 
of heart; it takes 
a certain amount 
o f  good humor 
a nd  emo t i on a l 
i n s t a b i l i t y  t o 
thoroughly enjoy them. 
     The comedic timing of these videos is 
what really gets me. The dramatic zooms on 
certain characters, the color filters, and the 
excessive use of sound effects take a mere 
children’s show to the next level, creating an 
almost Oscar worthy masterpiece. I mean, who 
doesn’t want to hear overused TikTok audios 
become part of a beloved animated franchise? 
Who doesn’t want to be reintroduced to the 
quirkiness of a lady with no common sense 

by Emily Duvall
Humor Editor
     Hello everyone. I am here to discuss the 
latest money grabber that resides on the 
LGHS grounds, as last month I detailed Cafe 
Dio’s ways of getting students as customers. 
For those of you who do not attend LGHS or 
have not been around 
campus recently, there 
is now a new addition to 
the Wildcat campus. This 
is nothing like Dio or 
Bleu Fig, yet it is another 
way that student’s bank 
accounts will soon be 
plummeting to the floor. 
Drum roll please: Los Gatos 
High now has four—I 
am pretty sure, do not 
quote me on this—fully 
functioning, ApplePay 
and credit card-accepting, 
vending machines. 
      I remember the day 
I saw these contraptions 
in their new homes on 
campus. It was a day of 
shock, confusion, and 
bamboozlement. Since 
there are now numerous 
t y p e s  o f  v e n d i n g 
machines in the world, 
I had no idea what to 
expect when marching 
up to this new campus 
swag. Even on their first 
day in their new home, 
the line was already what 
looked like ten minutes 
long, which was especially 
concerning considering 
that’s how long our break 
is. I was quite surprised 
when I first sawnthe machines, 
but once I looked in to see what hid inside, 
I was pleasantly surprised. Some may be 
disappointed by the options provided by 

these new vending machines, but I think the choices 
are absolutely delectable. As a pretty frequent shopper 
of these machines, I would say that they are pretty 
magnificent. The veggie straws (ESPECIALLY THE RANCH 
FLAVORED ONES)? Scrumptious. The Hint water? Delicious. 
The Popchips? Absolutely tasty. And, even better, the 
items hiding within the machines are not as wickedly 

expensive as some might think, 
compared to other surrounding 
options. Most of the items range 
from a dollar and fifty cents to 
around two dollars and fifty 
cents. Not bad if I say so myself. 
Per my last article about a Dio 
iced chai costing a pretty penny 
at four dollars and seventy five 
cents, this is quite the deal for 
the students of LGHS.
     Even though the over priced 
Greek cafe still reigns supreme, 
I think Cafe Dio has some 
competition on their hands. 
Being able to stay on campus, 
in addition to the pretty decent 
pricing of these machines, are 
definitely some perks that Dio 
just can’t top. But, these vending 
machines will never have Dio 
chai, coffee, pizza, etc., and 
that’s just the way it is going 
to be. These vending machines 
are almost more dangerous 
to our bank accounts because 
they are just so accessible that 
it takes two seconds to have 
an impeccable Hint water or 
delectable Popchips in your hand.
     From what I hear around 
campus, the student body likes 
these new additions to campus 
so I hope they’re here to stay. 
We are very lucky to have them, 
so please treat them nicely and 

do not ruin them for others who enjoy them. If you get 
the chance, stop by the vending machine for a refreshing 
snack that will bring you immense joy, but probably not 
as much as Dio. 
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years as an underclassman, which was a “stepping stone...[since 
Spanish] has similar aspects [to Tagalog].” Dumont explained, “I’ve 
heard of other Filipino people that have talked about not being able 
to connect with their language or their culture...I don’t want to have 
that regret in the future.” 

When Dumont isn’t whipping up boba drinks, crushing their oppo-
nents during cross-examinations, showing off their artistic talents, 
or learning new languages, you can find them relaxing by playing 

video games and spend-
ing time with friends. 
They love the Legend of 
Zelda franchise for its 
beautiful soundtrack and 
engaging puzzles, and 
they can spend hours 
talking about lore with 
their sibling or friends. 

Next time you see 
Dumont in school or at 
their workplace, make 
sure to strike up a con-
versation. It’s certain 
to be both engaging  
and insightful!

team, then “played on JV this year,” and decided 
to begin playing club “with the Mountain 
View Valley Club (MVVC).” Tan also switched 
positions during club season. “I injured my 
thumb halfway through the season, so I had to 
go from playing outside hitter to libero. It was 
definitely challenging because I had to learn how 
to play a new position and I’m 5’4.” However, 
what Tan lacks in height, she makes up for in 
effort. “I’ve been doing extra conditioning and 
joining outside practices with another coach to 
get more experience and practice time. I might 
be abusing my physical capabilities here, but at 
least I’m having fun!” 

On top of volleyball and art, Tan also plays 
two instruments. She explained, “I started 
playing violin because I needed an elective in 
middle school, but before that my only instru-
mental experience was playing violin for a week 
in elementary school back in Taiwan. That’s also 
how I decided that I’ll play violin.” Tan picked 
up the guitar “when my brother and I went to 
Taiwan again when I was in fourth grade. My 
mom intended for him to get into guitar, but I 
was enjoying it more and I eventually went from 
playing a rental acoustic guitar to owning both 
an acoustic and a classical guitar.” As of now, Tan 
mainly plays the guitar as a self-fulfilling hobby, 
but might move past that since she “really likes 
to see people’s reactions to my guitar playing. My 
dad likes the sound of classical guitar because it 
sounds very soft and gentle.” 

Tan is incredibly well-rounded and well- 
adjusted to her high school life. After enter-
ing high school during the pandemic, Tan  
added that, “If I could go back in time and  
give my freshman self advice, I think it would 
be to do the best that I can do instead of 
always trying to find a shortcut. I try not to 
do shortcuts anymore.” When looking at Tan’s 
accomplishments in her sophomore year, it’s  
clear this advice paid off.

• Dumont emanates     
   creative passion
• Venezia produces  
   his album

by Sophie Sullivan
Editor-in-Chief

Senior Liam McCanny is a truly indescribable character, but 
you can attempt to summarize his personality in four words: 
double-hand backhand swoop. According to McCanny, 
the term is a unique, ambidextrous badminton term 
that allows players to nail the birdie with incredible 
accuracy if their first whiff fails. This senior applies 
the same dedication required for such a shot to every 
other facet of his life.

Off the badminton court, McCanny’s almost 
13-year tenure in music, beginning with solo 
piano lessons as a five year old, has shaped him 
into somewhat of a classical connoisseur. In 
the fifth grade, he took up cello for the school 
orchestra, before joining the middle school 
jazz band in seventh grade. He’s come a long way 
from his novice days and now boasts positions as a 
fourth-year cellist in the LGHS Music Department’s 
Chamber Ensemble and its combined symphony, as 
well as a pianist for seventh period jazz band.

only “dabbled in it, mostly independently” in his high school career. 
“It’s hard to finish recording things, but I’ve done a little bit of stuff,” 
he admitted, but mentioned that he “likes working with synthesizers.”

With an extensive musical repertoire, McCanny views his time on 
the badminton court as a sort of outlet for his worries. He joined the 
co-ed sport his freshman year and earned a position on the Varsity 
team after only a year on JV. Despite the pandemic, his team has 
had four successful seasons in his time with the Wildcats. “We were 
the only school, I want to say, that didn’t ever get COVID. We got a 
lot of wins from that,” McCanny boasted. The team prioritizes drills 
and conditioning this year — hence McCanny’s expert knowledge of 
the double-hand backhand swoop.

Even with so much on his plate, McCanny remains an eager stu-
dent, and he commented that although he applied as a music major to 
most colleges, he holds a strong interest in physics and engineering. 
He described AP Physics C with Matthew Holm as a “super, super 
good time…probably my favorite class” and a “really nice community. 
Mr. Holm: great guy. Everyone should take a class with Mr. Holm.”

If you see this part-time virtuoso, full-time king around campus, 
be sure to give him a nod of recognition or ask him to demonstrate 
the double-hand backhand swoop.
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His work alongside other musicians has provided him opportuni-
ties to travel up and down the California coast on performance tours, 
including trips to Carmel and San Luis Obispo. Most recently, McCanny 

and a select jazz ensemble visited the Rotary Club of Danville, 
California, on Feb. 27. He noted the event’s significance in 

playing for the Rotary International President and receiving 
300 dollars for the department. “It was genuinely super fun,” 
the performer added, before continuing that “it was the first 

time I played a paid gig…and a bunch of people asked for 
our numbers, so we’re going to hopefully see if we can 
get some birthdays [to perform at].”

McCanny expressed appreciation for the in-person 
tours he and the band have embarked on with loos-
ened COVID restrictions, but noted that he continued 
his work with music production over quarantine. 
Amidst lockdown, he and seniors Ian Moore, Trevor 

Dales, and Leo Mermelstein, alongside other jazz band 
musicians, took on an independent music recording 
project, producing a collection of songs they then “sent 
to a bunch of retirement homes.” McCanny shared that 
he hopes to focus more on production in college, having 

McCanny pursues music through orchestra, production, and tours

by Jordan Chan
Editorial Editor

Los Gatos High School junior Dell Dumont brings charisma, 
creativity, and caring to the school community. As an 
artist, musician, and an advocate for others, you can 
find them with an Apple pen in one hand and a 
tablet in the other. You may also spot them in 
downtown Los Gatos making boba drinks at 
Tea Fermata, where they love connecting 
with others and spending time with their 
fellow coworkers and friends.

Dumont has always had a passion for 
art, whether it be music or digital draw-
ings. They laughed, “I used to finger paint 
when I was like four, and [the paintings] are 
plastered over my Godmother’s wall...they’re 
really ugly.” However, longtime improvement 
is actually one of the things that makes art so 
satisfying for Dumont: “I’ve been doing this for so 
long that I can finally look back and see my progress.” 

Similarly, Dumont “was introduced to music and learning [music] 
at a really young age.” They began playing in school orchestras 
in the fifth grade music program at Daves Elementary School. At 
first, they learned the violin, but switched to the viola in seventh 

grade and have not looked back. Dumont’s musical passion and skill 
makes them a tremendous asset to the LGHS Honors Orchestra this year. 
Although they do not want to pursue a career in music, Dumont is sure 
it will remain a huge part of their life for years to come. They reflected, 

“it’s crazy to me that some people don’t actually listen to music 
at all...I’ll always have a connection to it.” 

This year Dumont also joined the Los Gatos High 
School Mock Trial team as a Defense witness. Although 

they “joined it on a whim,” they found that they 
loved taking on a character and seeing the team 
come together to turn a case packet into a story as 
“it all fits together.” Dumont is looking forward to 
the team excelling in next year’s competitions now 
that the 2022 season is over.

Dumont’s school involvement doesn’t end with 
music or clubs. They care deeply about the culture 

at LGHS and hope to see positive changes during their 
last years of high school. If they could suggest one thing 

to their fellow peers, they said, “I want people to have an 
open mind when they think and do things. Because that’s where it 

all starts: an open mind.”
In the future, Dumont hopes to deepen their connection to their 

Filipino heritage and visit family in the Philippines. They’re learning 
Tagalog “one word at a time.” They took Spanish classes during their 

Tan balances artistic and athletic passions
by Esha Bagora
Humor Editor

No one word can describe LGHS sophomore 
Sophia Tan. An avid artist, a vehement volleyball 
player, and a magnificent musician, Tan is a pas-
sionate hard worker who throws herself fully into 
everything she does. 

For as long as she can remember, Tan has 
been drawing, sketching, and painting. “When I 
was about five or six, I entered into my first art 
competition for Easter egg drawing,” Tan said. “I 
don’t remember what place I got, but I fell in love 
with art then.” Tan has transformed her hobby and 
“stress reliever” into volunteer work, designing 
logos and “currently illustrating books for Be the 
Change Foundation,” a nonprofit organization that 
produces books for underprivileged children. 

by Kate Gruetter
Culture Editor

Upon first meeting LGHS senior Neha Ragha-
van, she inquired why El Gato chose to feature 
her because apparently she “doesn’t do any-
thing.” And yet, throughout the course of her 
interview, her statement became more and more 
false. An accomplished classical Indian dancer 
and teacher, Raghavan is nothing short of an 
impressively accomplished individual whose 
passions and unwavering discipline fuel her. 

Beginning Indian dance at a very young age, 
over the summer of 2021 Raghavan dedicated 
eight hours a day to dance, which culminated 
in a major presentation. “It was a three hour 
solo performance,” she explained, which “ typ-
ically takes about three years to prep for, [and] 
I ended up doing it in three months, which was 
impressive.” The performance consisted of seven 
different dances, each focusing on a different 
aspect of Indian classical dance.“ Indian classical 
dance combines...facial expressions, stamina, and 
footwork.” Although Raghavan struggled with 
the facial expressions incorporated in the dance, 
she stated that they “are what makes it almost 
unique in a way because you’re required to depict 
different emotions on your face.” 

The dances themselves are highly intricate, 
and usually coincide with certain themes or ideas. 
“It is typical [of] the Hindu religion. So you’re 
typically showing devotion to a certain god or 
goddess.” The facial expressions in the dances 
reflect this, conveying a sense of sadness, anger, 
love, lust, or devotion. The first dance is typically 
a dance to Ganesha; Raghavan described, “you’re 
basically doing a dance in worship of him.” The 
second dance is more footwork oriented, and the 
third is based on stamina. The other four dances  
“depend on your personal preferences and what 
you want to do.” Although the process was 
lengthy, Raghavan is grateful for the discipline 
and confidence the experience taught her. 

Throughout the pandemic, Raghavan found sup-
port in her family and teachers through quarantine  
as they continued to help her even during isolation 
and the global outbreak. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
her dance teacher from India was unable to visit  
her in America, which meant she learned her routine  
over Zoom. “It was a lot more difficult,” the senior 
revealed. “Teaching over Zoom means frozen  
music, lags...and you have to get the computer  
in the exact right position so you can see your face 
and your hands.”  

Raghavan shares classical dance

Despite such difficulties, Raghavan delivered a 
stellar performance and has even begun to share 
her love of the sport with younger generations. “I 
have always loved kids and working with them,” she 
explained, summarizing that it really helped her learn 
important lessons like patience. Teaching younger kids 
since the age of ten, Raghavan believes that it has 
“become second nature to me and...[it] helped me, 
in some ways, to maneuver my personality...and get 
them to understand me or listen to me.” She finds the 
kids’ enthusiasm contagious. “I’m teaching this little 
girl...and she’s actually very good. I thoroughly enjoy 
teaching her when I do and she’s also very excited 
to learn.” Raghavan continued, stating that, “It is 
always nice when you get kids who actually want to 
learn.” She hopes to teach kids in the future as well, 
although not as a fulltime career. 

Raghavan is not only a dedicated dancer, she also 
shares her passions with younger generations, making 
her not only a talent to look out for, but also someone 
to look up to. 
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In her spare time, Tan likes to speedily create 
portrait drawings and sketches “because it’s thrill-
ing. It gives me the same rush like someone on a 
roller coaster because they like the speed.” She also 
enjoys “experiment[ing] with different mediums. I 
love to work with charcoal and oil paint, more than 
watercolor and pencil, or color pencils, because 
they’re so smooth.” As for art competitions right 
now, Tan said, “I won silver in the 2021 National 
Youth Art Contest, but I haven’t been entering art 
contests and drawing as much since I’m still trying 
to balance club [volleyball] and school.”

Coupled with her art aspirations, Tan has played 
both club and high school volleyball throughout 
her years at LGHS. She began on LGHS’s freshman 

courtesy D. Dumontcourtesy D. Dumont

Dumont showcases creativity as an artist and a musician
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by Elena Rexach
Public Relations Manager

It is clear that LGHS freshman Owen Fugit 
certainly has a bright future ahead of him. Whether 
he is gaming with friends or studying for honors 
English, he is consistently enthusiastic, with one 
of Fugit’s biggest passions at the moment being 
video editing; as he explains, “it’s something I 
really enjoy doing!”

In the summer of 2020, Fugit began his editing 
journey, utilizing Adobe Premiere Pro. His interest 
sparked when his father began a podcast where 
he interviewed veterans. “He got me to edit all 
the videos that we put on his YouTube channel.” 
Fugit admits that his skills took time to build, 
“The first ones that I did were, like, really bad; 
but I learned more about the whole editing process 
as I went through.” He sites his inspiration as  
“personal creativity.” 

The typical production of a podcast episode for 
Fugit and his father involves his dad conducting an 
interview over Zoom and sending the recording to 
Fugit. He begins his workflow by combing through 
the interview for notable moments and making the 
necessary adjustments. Following that, he creates 
an intro using moving images and audio clips. 
Finally, he exports the video and sends it back 
to his father. The entire process takes around 2.5 
hours. “It takes me longer now than it did before. 
It progressively gets better,” he mentions, “so if 
you go through and watch three or four of the 
first episodes I did, they look completely different 
[than] what I’m doing today.”

One of his favorite and most amusing projects 
to date was a short horror film he created for a 
charity event. In a fundraising campaign known 
as Scares That Care, aimed at supporting families 
of sick children and women fighting breast cancer, 
participants create a short horror movie. Fugit rem-
inisces on the experience noting that, “My brothers 

and I, we went and scripted everything and filmed 
it. It definitely isn’t good. But I was really happy 
with how it turned out. And I learned a lot about 
filmmaking from that.” 

In the future, Fugit hopes to explore audio 
editing, “like making music and stuff.” He admits 
that he is still quite new to the skill, but “[wants] 
to learn more.” Mostly, he is intrigued by “how they 
can tie together.” While he is curious about possible 
career pathways in the craft, Fugit also understands 
that in the nature of the business, “it depends a 
lot on your skill set. I think right now I just need 
to work on building up my skills and learning more 
of how videos are edited.”

For those interested in getting started at the 
hobby, Fugit’s biggest piece of advice is to just start. 
“I say that if you film something, you should just 
edit it because the worst thing you can do is sit 
around and think, ‘man, would it be so cool if I like 
made a montage of all these cool things.’” He makes 
sure to note that tutorials on the many functions 
of video editing softwares are readily available on 
platforms like YouTube. Fugit advises, “Even if it 
doesn’t turn out the way you’re expecting you can 
still try things.” 

With such an optimistic attitude, Fugit is 
sure to have a bright future in whatever path he 
chooses to take.

by Kate Gruetter and Macy Dennon
Culture Editor and Sports Editor

It is not an over exaggeration to say that Ro Venezia cannot be 
described in one word. This LGHS sophomore cannot be confined by 
the labels “musician” or “student,” for he is also an avid participant 
in color guard and a wonderful composer. 

Songwriting is no small task, but Venezia began writing at a 
very young age. He explained that his first influence came from an 
unexpected source: the Barbie movies. Venezia recalled how he used 
to think, “Wow, she’s just making up these words. Of course I didn’t 
know they were pre-written, but [I thought] she’s just making up these 
words and she’s putting them together into music. I want to try that. 
How can I do that? And I just started.” After explaining tinkering with 
his music for years and beginning by creating songs out of everyday 

by Michaela Thimot
Culture Editor

With her energetic personality, endless drive, 
and positive outlook on l ife,  freshman 
Tatum Johnstone  i s  nothing short  
of extraordinary.

Johnstone’s dance career began when 
she was just five years old, and she 
quickly moved up to the competitive 
level two years later at age seven. She 
has danced at NorCal Dance Arts for 
the past three years and was previ-
ously at The Dance Company of Los 
Gatos (TDC). Johnstone describes her 
studio as, “a safe place because [her] 
friends there are very supportive and 
fun,” and the older girls on her team 
set exceptional examples for her to follow. 
Johnstone is also a part of the Varsity dance 
team at LGHS. This high school team allows her 
to dance with all her school friends and perform 
at events like football games and spirit rallies. 

At a recent competition, the NRG Dance Project awarded John-
stone with a prestigious title in the dance world, naming her a 2022 
NRG prodigy. As a prodigy, Johnstone gets to tour with NRG at con-

ventions and competitions in as many different cities as she would 
like. At these conventions, Johnstone helps choreographers teach 
other dancers combos and assists in classes. She also participates 

in the competition’s opening and closing numbers. Her 
prodigy title only lasts a year and since she is moving 

up an age category — to senior — next year, she 
will have to go through the whole process over 

again in order to be selected.
During her early years as a dancer, John-

stone was also an exceptional gymnast. 
Growing up in the Junior Olympics program, 
she was constantly training to improve 
her skills. Although she loved the sport 
itself, it took up a lot of her time, and 
she ultimately chose dance because she 

has a greater passion for it. One of the 
biggest lessons dance has taught her is, “to 

not compare [herself] to other people and 
know [her] own self worth.” In the dance world, 

Johnstone takes inspiration from Selena Hamilton 
and nearly anyone from Project 21. At her studio, Ava 

LaFrance — a junior at Archbishop Mitty — is one of her  
biggest mentors. 

Besides dancing, some of Johnstone’s favorite activities include 
shopping with her friends and traveling. Although she loves visiting 

Johnstone wins NRG prodigy title for dance 
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Fugit excels in Adobe ProBalasingam contributes to Los Gatos 
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experiences, he stated, “I kind of got a better grasp on it and then got 
some help from my voice teacher and figured out what I was doing.”

Venezia is utilizing the sophomore year semester-long Plato Project 
as a creative outlet, for which his goal is to write, record, and release 
an album. This student is no stranger to music; he plays “a bunch of 
different instruments like electric guitar, acoustic guitar, bass, pia-
no...a bit of ukulele.” Venezia draws inspiration for his songwriting 
style and process from certain songs, rather than artists. He tries 
to put his own twist on different and unique music he finds, which 
helps him extend his own skills. Venezia focuses a lot on identity 
in his songs and how who you are affects your and others’ places in 
the world. He highlighted a song from his soon-to-be-released album 
“Halloween Party,” which builds on the idea and different facets of 
a Halloween party to take on a “hidden meaning behind just the  
one word.” 

Venezia begins his composing process by creating lyrics before he 
tries to get a feel for the song. After deciding the emotion behind a 
new track, he explains that “based on the energy of the song, I pick 
instruments to go with that.” Normally he picks one instrument after 
finding his starting note on the piano and builds the chorus “around 
the lyrics [he has] already made.” Considering that he is making an 
album for the Plato Project, he explained, “now that I’m recording 
more, I can add more tracks in as I go…I’m just adding more and more 
until I don’t have anything else to add.” 

 Music isn’t just an outlet for Venezia’s expression, as it also has 
affected his confidence, personality, and writing skills. “Performing 
music helped me build a bit more of an extroverted personality com-

pared to when I was in middle school and was much more introverted,” 
the sophomore said. “Performing music has definitely gotten rid of 
my fear of stage fright and has also gotten me into other things like 
theater.” Music also benefited Venezia’s formal writing skills and 
literary analysis; he claims it is one of the reasons he is currently in 
Honors English. 

Another aspect of Venezia’s life outside of music is his dedication to 
color guard. Venezia plans on finishing his high school career having 
completed all four years in color guard as “color guard is like my 
second family, and it is one of the few places where I feel the most at 
home.” Explaining the pain that dropping a flag on your foot inflicts, 
he stated, “That feeling of constant challenge and accomplishment, 
that’s what I really love.” If you see Venezia walking the halls, make 
sure to give him a high five for all of the amazing things he does!

tropical places with Bora Bora being her all-time favorite spot, she 
always enjoys her trips to Canada. She has always enjoyed traveling 
to Eupore because was born in Budapest and lived there for two 
years before moving to Barcelona for her dad’s job. If she has the 
chance, Johnstone hopes to move back to Europe one day. Johnstone 
inherited her passion for travel from her parents who also love going 
to the beach with both of their dogs. 

Johnstone’s family has always supported all of her athletic 
dreams. Both of her older brothers are talented athletes as well. 
Her oldest brother Logan is a freshman at Gonzaga playing Division 
One baseball, and her middle brother Carter Johnstone plays on 
the LGHS Varsity baseball team as a sophomore. 

Even though she is only a freshman, Johnstone already has a 
vast list of accomplishments, and her never-ending drive allows her 
to achieve her dreams. 

 

Venezia channels his creatiVity into composition 
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by Cara Davidson and Jordan Chan
Center Editor and Editorial Editor

If you’re looking for a buddy to school you in 
classical Indian dance, write you a thought-provok-
ing article about mental health, or kick your butt in 
taekwondo, look no further as LGHS junior Sasha 
Balasingam is the girl for you. Over the past few 
years, Balasingam has proven herself to have it all 
by earning her black belt in taekwondo, researching 
autism, contributing to mental health awareness via 
Counseling and Support Systems for Youth (CASSY), 
playing the piano, improving the community as 
the Chair of the Los Gatos Youth Commission, and 
practicing bharatanatyam Indian classical dance. 
However, no short list could sufficiently sum up 
this jack of all trades.

For the past two years, Balasingam has 
researched autism and autism diagnoses in the 
Advanced Science Research Program at LGHS. 
This year, she looked into how microscopic worm 
behavior could point to a possible cure for autism, 
building off of her work with worms from her 
sophomore year: “Last year, I found that my worms 
showed repetitive behavior when I was analyzing  
their locomotion…repetition is one of the most 
understudied symptoms of autism and it’s also one 
of the most distressing parts of living with autism, 

so I wanted my research to center around that.” 
Although she’s not sure what the future will 
hold, Balasingam is open to exploring a career 
that works with autism, since the cause is near 
to her heart. 

In addition, Balasingam helps improve Los 
Gatos as the Chair of the Los Gatos Youth Com-
mission and a member of the youth team for 
CASSY, a youth counseling program based in the 
Bay Area. Recently, she worked on legislation for 
a plastic straw ban to make our town more envi-
ronmentally friendly that will come into effect 
next year. She also informs students on mental 
health issues and healthy habits for teenagers. 
In one of her articles, she wrote, “Mental health 
comes in all different sizes, shapes, and forms. 
It’s really important that we accept and learn to 
understand different people’s ways of coping with 
things because there’s so much out there that we 
don’t know about someone else.”

One cause Balasingam is especially involved 
in is the Special Needs Awareness Program 
(SNAP), which aims to foster “more com-
fortable interactions with the police” for Los  
Gatos citizens with special needs. She stated, 
“it’s such a cool program. . .[especially because] 
we have a good amount of people in the spe-
cial needs community in Los Gatos, and in our  
school systems.” 

When Balasingam isn’t impressing others with 
her passion and drive to make the world around 
her a better place, you can find her expressing 
her creative side. She has played the piano since 
she was six years old and has practiced classical 
Indian dance since she moved to Los Gatos. She 
loves how dance provides an outlet to “connect to 
[her] culture” and to the people she loves. 

In the future, if you manage to spot Sasha 
Balasingam around campus,  prepare yourself to 
have your mind blown by her bright personality, 
maturity, and excellence.
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• Ukraine invasion
   affects athletes
• 2022 Paralympic
   games begin
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by Jenna Roselli
Public Relations Manager

While various countries are placing economic sanctions on 
Russia after President Vladimir Putin invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24, 
global sports committees and federations are enacting their own 
bans against Russian and Belarusian athletes. As a result of the two 
countries’ actions, global sports organizations for the Paralympics, 
soccer, skating, tennis, hockey, Formula One racing, track and  
field, cycling, rugby, judo, and weightlifting have reevaluated the 
athletes’ eligibility. 

Less than a day after the International Paralympic Committee 
(IPC) gave permission to Russian and Belarusian athletes to compete 
as neutrals, IPC reversed their decision and barred the two coun-
tries from competition after public outcry from Ukrainian athletes 

and several sports federations. The Russian Paralympic Com-
mittee has since called IPC’s actions “completely unfounded” 
and “illegal.” 

Both soccer’s international governing body, FIFA (Federation 
Internationale de Football Association), and its European govern-
ing body, UEFA (Union of European Football Associations), placed 
sanctions similar to those taken for the Paralympic games. FIFA 
barred all Russian clubs and its national team from participating 
in international competitions and UEFA ended a 50 million dollar 
sponsorship agreement with Russian energy giant Gazprom. The 
organization also moved the host city of this year’s Championship 
League Final from St. Petersburg to Paris. 

Despite Russia’s dominance in figure skating, Russian athletes 
will no longer compete at the world championship in late March 
after the International Skating Union banned Russia and Belarus 
from the event. Tennis remains one of the few sports to place 
lighter sanctions on athletes from the two countries by allowing 
individual players to compete in tournaments without national 
identification. However, this does not extend to team events. These 
sanctions are lighter due to the fact that individual tennis players 
function as independent contractors for most of the season, and 
are playing for themselves rather than for their country. 

The National Hockey League also severed many ties with Russia, 
including activating a ban on Russian and Belarusian teams, 
moving the junior world championship out of Russia, and sus-

by Cara Davidson
Center Editor

From the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
public’s general interest in golf has skyrocketed. 
All nearby courses have been booked very quickly, 
giving school teams very restricted tee times and 
practice hours. In fact, the Los Gatos High School 
boys golf team began practicing at the Coyote Creek 
golf course and is now launching into what looks 
to be a splendid season. 

Coyote Creek’s generosity is one of the main 
reasons for the strength in this year’s team. David 
Denight, the team’s head coach persistently con-
tacted Diane Trepper-Gilleland, the tournament 
director at Coyote Creek, and Denight reports “they 
just wanted to reach out to the community and 
they consider Los Gatos kind of like their home.” 

Coyote Creek is a Jack Nicklaus design with 33 
holes. Denight explained that Trepper-Gilleland 
provided the team with a schedule, stating “She 
gave us all the matches that we needed, so now we 
are feeling very comfortable. We had a great season 
last year and we came in second place, making it 
to the league finals and CCS at Laguna Seca.” The 
team thanks Coyote Creek for their kindness and 
for “sacrificing a little money to help the kids.” 
Denight, with a heart full of thanks and a golf club 
in hand, says that since partnering with Coyote 

LG tennis hustles on the court 

Torrey reviews recent events in the English Premier League

Ukraine conflict creates controversy for international sports
pending business dealings with Russia, but not with Russian players. 
Formula 1 canceled its Russian Grand Prix for this year and the years 
to come. The governing body for motorsports, FIA, will allow Russian 
F1 drivers to participate as neutral competitors. However, the United 
Kingdom’s motorsports governing body prohibited Russian-licensed 
drivers from competing in the British Grand Prix this summer.  

The global governing body for track and field restricted Russian 
and Belarusian athletes and officials from upcoming events such as 
the World Athletics Championships and the World’s Athletic Indoor 
Championships as well as future events until further notice. Other 
sports unions banning or placing sanctions amongst Russian and 
Belarusian athletes include the International Cycling Union, Inter-
national Skating Union for speed skating, the World Rugby Union, 
and the International Weightlifting Federation. 
(Sources: NY Times, ESPN, CNN, BBC)  

Creek, the athletes “really enjoyed the venue and 
are able to practice more. The overall being able to 
play and having a strong home course really helped 
out the team.”

Returning from last years’ season, Guiliano 
Kaminski, a senior; Kirin Desai, a junior; Timo-
thy Papageorge, a junior; Henry Wong, a junior; 
Matthew Boyce, a senior; and four other dedicated 
golfers lead the way as the veterans of the team. 
Although golf is a varsity-only sport, all grades are 
welcome to try out — as long as they have what it 
takes. New players this year such as Quin Cristo-
fano, a freshman, and Michael Vick, a sophomore 
are ready to impress as well. Coach Denight reported 
that “All the kids have really come together as 
a really solid team with great camaraderie. It’s 
just a really good mix of kids that enjoy playing 
together and being around each other. That is what 
facilitates the success that they’ve had winning or 
making it to CCS.”

So far, the LG boys’ golf team has competed in 
two matches: one at Saratoga High School, and one 
at Aptos High School. Their next game is on Mar. 8 
at Gunn High School. The Wildcats have their first 
home game this season at their new home course: 
Coyote Creek golf course, a course near Morgan 
Hill, so take a trip down to see the boys compete! 

by Nathan Chen
Graphics Editor

After weeks of hard work in practice, the 
boys’ tennis teams have finally begun to compete 
against other schools. Though the weather has 
delayed games and practices, the LG athletes have 
no doubt that the remainder of the season will 
be full of victories.

On Mar. 1, the JV and Varsity teams com-
peted against Gunn High School. Since Gunn is 
considered one of the best teams in the league, 
sophomore Isaac Chen knew that the contest 
was going to be tough. Though the JV team 
lost 7-0, Chen said, “many of us put up a good 
fight and stayed on the court for as long as we 
possibly could.” 

The Varsity team played their hardest, but 
also lost 6-1. Yoav Manor, a freshman on the 
Varsity team, won his singles match for LGHS. 
Senior Varsity player Ryan Mostafavi explained 
that it was “a very close and exciting match.” 
He also said it was “a very memorable moment…
sort of like a final face-off between the schools.” 
Unfortunately, the match against Cupertino on 
Mar. 3 was canceled due to the rain.

For Chen and Mostafavi, the mental prepa-
ration before a match is just as important as 
practicing on the court. Chen revealed, “most 
of my preparation is mental. I tell myself to 
not focus on the score, but instead to focus on 
playing my best in the given moment.” Mosta-
favi added, “I try to identify any weaknesses 
 or strengths my opponent might have.” His warm-up 
routine is both specific and comprehensive, a  
valuable aspect of competing against tough teams.

As these student athletes must balance 
schoolwork and demanding practices, they are 
experts at time management. For Chen to fit 
practices into his schedule, he “plays a little less 
video games, does homework in class whenever 
possible, and sleeps a little later than one would 
like.” Mostafavi said, “I try to do most of my 

by Senji Torrey
Media Production Editor

In all of the sports world, there is not a league more relevant 
right now than the English Premier League (EPL). Throughout late 
February and early March, the Premiership has been in the news cycle 
uber-frequently, so here’s a quick rundown of everything happening 
on and off the pitch. Amid civilian protest against the Ukraine-Russia 
conflict, Russian oligarch Roman Abramovich made headlines by selling 
ownership of Chelsea Football Club. Abramovich promised to donate all 
of the money he receives to a fund for the victims of the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict, explaining that “The foundation will be…providing critical 
funds towards the urgent and immediate needs of victims, as well as 
supporting the long-term work of recovery.” Though the current sen-
timent around Russia’s elite is quite cynical, those around Abramovich 
at Chelsea expressed admiration and respect for their parting owner. 
Manager Thomas Tuchel lamented that “I can only think about  
Chelsea with Roman Abramovich, so it’s very hard for me…It’s a massive 
change.” Former Chelsea defender John Terry also chimed in, describing 
Abramovich as “the best owner in the world.” While this comment may 
seem hyperbolic, there is something to be said for an owner who has 
aided in the capture of 21 trophies in less than 20 years.

Weeks before Abramovich’s announcement, Chelsea played in the 
final of the FIFA (Federation Internationale de Football Association)  
Club World Cup, where they faced South American side Palmeiras. A 
bulleted header from forward Romelu Lukaku early in the second half 
put Chelsea ahead. Palmeiras soon caught a break, however, with a 
hand ball resulting in a penalty kick that midfielder Raphael Veiga 
calmly converted to draw the game level. Chelsea then gained a bit of 
retribution with a handball penalty of their own, which forward Kai 
Havertz tucked away to put the game to bed at 2-1 for the Blue Devils. 

Speaking of trophies, Liverpool Football Club (F.C.) played in the 
final of the EFL Carabao Cup — a competition for the top two leagues 
in English football — against Chelsea, who got into yet another final. 
The game remained a stalemate for 120 minutes, though both sides 
had a few simple tap-in opportunities. In a penalty shootout, the 
goalkeepers were forced to take their turn. Liverpool keeper Caoimhin 
Kelleher sliced a peach right into the net, but Chelsea’s Kepa Arriza-
balaga — who had been subbed in solely for the shootout — whiffed 
on the take and skyed the ball as high as Liverpool’s ensuing elation.

On an entirely separate note, on Feb. 26, Danish midfielder Chris-
tian Erickson checked into his first game since his startling heart 
attack suffered during Denmark’s Euro 2020 tournament match with 

Finland last summer. In his first interview as a Brentford F.C. player, 
Erickson expressed his desire to move on from the event, saying “It’s 
time to make new memories.”

The EPL is non-stop entertainment, and one of the premier shows 
on television. The flawless combination of top-tier athleticism, tireless 
English humor, and a delicious sprinkle of eloquent storytelling makes 
every second a joy to watch.
(Sources: NBC Sports, Talksport, Mirror, CNN, football.london)

SERVED: Freshman Michael Hein trains on LGHS court.

THE LION’S RAWR: The EPL’s logo featuring a proud lion with a crown upon it’s head.

SITTING CREEKSIDE: Golf team uses Coyote Creek facility.

Boys’ golf begins tee-rific season
homework on the weekends so I have time during the 
week to play tennis during the weekdays.”

Mostafavi declared that he looks up to world class 
tennis player Rafael Nadal as a role model, stating 
“[Nadal] chooses the best shot and places the ball in 
the best location for most of his shots. It is unbeliev-
able. His unreal skill in tennis is best demonstrated 
in the final of the Australian Open in 2022, where he 
beat Medvedev and hit one of the greatest forehand 
groundstrokes, or even shots, of all time.” 

Chen looks up to a different athlete, asserting, 
“My favorite player is probably the Jamaican player 
Dustin Brown. Although he’s never held a top ten 
ranking, he’s super entertaining to watch because 
he uses a bunch of unorthodox trickshots to beat 
some of the best top ten players in the world like 
Rafael Nadal.”

The teams’ camaraderie brings the students 
together and strengthens the team as a whole. Chen 
explains, “there’s no toxicity or negativity, [and] 
we’re always cracking jokes and supporting each 
other.” Mostafavi agrees, saying, “I often see players 
on my team giving meaningful advice to other team 
members and cheering them on. I think that people 
on my team have a lot of respect for one another.”

With matches against Los Altos on Mar. 15, 
Homestead on Mar. 17, Cupertino on Mar. 24, and 
Saratoga on Mar. 31, the LGHS boys’ tennis teams 
are ready to serve up their best games against 
their opponents.

courtesy wikimedia commonscourtesy wikimedia commons
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SOCCER STARDOM: Russian soccer players pose for photo at 2018 World Cup. 

courtesy wikipedia dark modecourtesy wikipedia dark mode

UN-FORE-GETTABLE: Desai and Wong practice at course.
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ON THE ICE: Russian hockey player Nikolai Belov photographed in action.
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BEST OF THE BEST: Brown put up record setting numbers as a Steeler before being traded to the Raiders.

LGHS boys’ volleyball prepares for the 2022 season
by Trent Bartlett
National/World Editor

Over the last two seasons, the Los Gatos High 
School boys’ volleyball team has seen a Central 
Coast Section (CCS) championship final matchup, a 
national ranking of 13th, and two consecutive league 
championships. These standards are tough to come 
by and hard to repeat. However, this season the team 
is preparing for the challenge. 

Last year, during a shortened season due 
to COVID-19, LG played in a CCS finals game 
against Bellarmine College Preparatory but came 
up just short, losing in the fourth set. This year 
the team is striving to not only reach the finals 
but win the championship once again.

At the start of tryouts the week of Jan. 
31, many players lamented that the turnout 
was better than expected. Varsity and Junior 
Varsity Coach Brynja Thomson said, “The 
amount of boys playing this year has been 
incredible. We didn’t expect, and plan, for this 
many people but we are very excited for the 
future.” The amount of people trying out led to 
the formation of three teams: a Varsity, Junior 
Varsity, and Freshman team. With the addition 
of a third team, gym space has been limited 
for all, especially with both basketball teams 
going through to the playoffs, and badminton 
requiring gym space to practice as well. Senior 
Jake DeWinter revealed that “we really have 
to take advantage of the limited time we have 
to practice, but it has been fun trying different 
forms of practice.” Other practices have taken 
place on sand and on the grass courts.

2022 Paralympics begin in dispute amidst global conflict
by Senji Torrey
Media Production Editor

This past weekend, the 2022 Paralympics began amid a flurry of 
controversy prompted by the Ukraine-Russia conflict. However, this 
year’s athletes still performed better than ever, putting together sto-
rylines that will be remembered for years to come.

Before the action began, International Paralympic Committee presi-
dent Andrew Parsons delivered a speech during the opening ceremony 
centered around the events that unfolded in Ukraine a week earlier. 
Parsons passionately exclaimed that “the 21st Century is a time for 
dialogue and diplomacy, not war and hate!” Parsons also outlined the 
new “Wethe15” coalition for “disability visibility, accessibility, inclu-
sion, and equality of rights” before sending off the athletes with a 
wish of good luck.

Softball and baseball begin
by Esha Bagora
Humor Editor

As we roll into March, the Wildcats’ softball 
and baseball teams are gearing up for their highly 
anticipated 2022 seasons Tryouts for both sports 
began the week of Jan. 31, with rosters released on 
Feb. 4. Los Gatos High School has five teams repre-
senting them in softball and baseball this season 
with two teams (JV and Varsity) on the girls’ side 
and three on the boys’ (JV Varsity and Freshmen). 
Official games for baseball began the week of Feb. 
21, with the softball season starting the week of 
Mar. 7. This year, the baseball program will be 
run by Varsity Head Coach Justin Oliver, and the 
softball program by Varsity Head Coach Randy Frey.

Varsity baseball played against Palma at home 
on Feb. 22, winning with a score of 5-4. On Feb. 
24, they played Saint Francis at home, losing 7-3. 
Two days later, on Feb. 26, the Wildcats won against 
Salinas 11-1, and following that, they lost to Serra 
in a home game with a score of 2-1. This past 
Saturday, the boys played Santa Cruz and won 8-3. 

The JV baseball team has also started their 
season with a 3-2 win to loss ratio, and played 
Palma on Feb. 22 and won 12-4. They lost to Saint 
Francis, 1-0, on Feb. 24, but bounced back on the 
26th to win 7-2 against Salinas. On Mar. 1, they lost 

by Kate Gruetter and Lucy Sells
Culture Editor and Media Production Editor

During the month of February, the Los Gatos 
High School track and field teams began their 
seasons, then competed in their first meet on Mar. 
3 on their home turf. Teams competed at the first 
meet, against Palo Alto High School. The Wildcats’ 
hard work paid off, with Los Gatos winning in the 
girls’ Varsity team competition by a whopping 70 
points to 57. 

Standout athletes in these events included 
Emma Arbitaylo, a freshman who competed in the 
Varsity 100 meters race. She got a personal record 
(PR) and also placed second, close behind her team-
mate, junior, Jeanette Li. Sophomores Abigail Zolla 
and Katherine Herron swept the girls’ Varsity 3200 
meters, coming in first and second place respectively, 
far ahead of Palo Alto’s competitors. Los Gatos also 
had runners who placed second, third, and fourth in 
the girls’ Varsity 800 meters, keeping the Palo Alto 
competition on their toes. 

In the field aspect of the meet, Los Gatos com-
peted in discus, shot put, high jump, pole vault, 
long jump, and triple jump. Senior Veloria Pannell 
got second place in the shot put and discus for the 
Los Gatos girls’ Varsity team. Hannah Slover PRed 
and placed first for the girl’s Varsity high jump, with 
almost a foot difference between her and the second 
place Palo Alto competitor. Los Gatos also swept the 
girls’ Varsity pole vault, with junior Gianna Golino 
coming in first place. 

Similarly, Los Gatos also won the boys’ Varsity 
pole vault, with junior Andrew Ellett vaulting to 
a PR and first place. PRing and taking first and 
second place respectively, sophomores Kevin Wang 
and Quinn DeLaVega crushed it in the boys’ Frosh/
Soph high jump. Junior Charlie Winokur put in the 
work to PR and won first place in the boys’ Varsity 
shot put, as well as a PR and second place in the 
boys’ Varsity discus. 

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT: Track practices their relay handoff.

The first day of action opened with the para alpine skiing, where 
16-year-old Johannes Aiger from Austria set a blazing 1:13.45 time 
in his Paralympic debut for the men’s vision impaired downhill. This 
time was good enough for a gold medal, beating defending champion 
Canadian Mac Marcoux, who was 0.36 seconds behind the Austrian.

Oksana Masters and Kendall Gretsch secured the United States’ first 
two medals, winning gold and bronze in the para biathlon women’s 
sprint sitting event. Masters’ performance was flawless, hitting every 
target along the course and skiing smoothly throughout the race. 
Gretsch hit a snag late in the race, missing her second to last target 
that sent on a 100m penalty lap before finishing the race.

In spite of the stellar American performance, the para biathlon 
proved to be the Ukraine’s domain, as they claimed seven medals across 
five events. Perhaps the most significant of these events was the men’s 
sprint vision impaired race where the country swept the podium. Gold 
medalist Vitalii Lukianenko shot perfect for all targets, making him the 
only competitor to do so, while silver medalist Oleksandr Kazik dealt 
with two missed target penalties to cross the line only 26 seconds after 
his teammate. Dmytro Suiarko rounded out the podium with only one 
penalty to take the bronze, just a second behind Kazik.

After skiing a perfect race of her own in the women’s sprint vision 
impaired event, Oksana Shyshkova somberly spoke about the situa-
tion in Ukraine, revealing “All my thoughts were with my family, my 
loved ones and everybody who is in Ukraine right now. My victory is 
dedicated to them.”

Great Britain won their first gold of the Games with Neil Simpson 
in the men’s super-g vision impaired event. Simpson skied with his 

All three teams have played their first 
matches of the season already. Varsity first 
played on Thursday, Feb. 17, and won in three 
straight sets against Pioneer High School. Junior 
Varsity had their first game on Mar. 3 against 
Salinas High school and won in two sets with 
scores of 25-10 and 25-12. Despite the chal-
lenge of finding other freshman teams for the 
LGHS boys to play against, they found their 
first competitors, winning against Bellarmine in 
three sets. The crowd was filled with students, 
families, spectators, and both the JV and Varsity 
LGHS teams showing their support. 

Over ski week, the Varsity team participated 
in the annual Watsonville Tournament and 
played four games throughout the day. The 
Wildcats went 2-2 with all four games going to 
the final set.

These games and tournaments have all been 
preseason so far, and the regular league season 
began, with the first official match taking place 
at Lynbrook High School on Friday, Mar. 11. 
Junior Alex Olcott reflected on the upcoming 
season, stating, “This season should be incred-
ibly fun! We have a very similar team as the 

EXPLORE GREATNESS: Players discuss their upcoming game. 

HUDDLE UP: The boys celebrate after a well-played point.

FACE OF CHANGE: Andrew Parsons delivers a speech about Ukraine at the opening.SIDE BY SIDE: The Olympic and Paralympic symbols are posted in Beijing.

Track compete in first meet
to Serra with a score of 7-1, but crushed Santa 
Cruz, winning 18-2. As for the freshman baseball 
team, they’ve gone 1-4 in terms of wins and 
losses. They’ve lost to Saint Francis 7-2, Salinas, 
3-2, and to Valley Christian twice: 6-4 and 10-5. 
On Feb. 26, they won against Salinas in a game 
of 8-2. Sophomore Spencer Burg has the highest 
batting average of 1.000 on Varsity, while senior 
Jaden Mena has the highest fielding percentage. 

Varsity softball started their season on Tues-
day, Mar. 8, with a home game against Leigh. JV 
softball began their season in a tournament on 
Saturday, Mar. 5, losing their first game against 
Archbishop Mitty 4-3, but bounced back to beat 
Gilroy 18-0. Freshman Clare Torres hit a triple 
against Mitty and Freshman Addie Sorto caught 
two games. 

All five teams played the week of Mar. 7 as 
well. Varsity baseball played against Valley Chris-
tian on Tuesday at home, while JV played at Valley 
Christian. The Freshman baseball team went up 
against St. Ignatius away in San Francisco. Varsity 
softball opened their season up with two games 
so far this week. They played against Leigh on 
Tuesday at home, and traveled to Westmont on 
Wednesday. JV played Santa Teresa at home, and 
lost 15-14, and Westmont on Wednesday as well. 
Tonight, JV softball plays Branham at home while 
Varsity softball also plays Branham immediately 
after. Varsity baseball plays Leigh at home, and 
JV baseball plays Leigh away. 

Even though tryouts have happened, cuts 
have been made, and the teams have been formed, 
look into joining either the softball or baseball 
team next year! The baseball field is located 
behind the senior parking lot, while the softball 
field is located next to the school garden and 
the tennis courts. Support your fellow Wildcats 
as they take on their rivals, win games, and have 
spectacular post-COVID seasons! 

team two years ago, and we went undefeated then, 
so this season we expect nothing less.” 

With a complete season taking place for the first 
time since 2019, the Los Gatos High School boys’ vol-
leyball program is looking forward to the upcoming 
season as they continue to strive for that top spot 
in the league and push for the CCS Championship 
that they have worked so hard for over the past 
three years. 
(Source: Maxpreps)

JUST GOT SERVED: Brandon Ha gets ready to put ball in play.

brother Andrew as his guide. After the race, Neil explained,“I wasn’t 
thinking about it being a winning performance, I was just thinking 
that it was a good run. We put it all down on the line and really went 
for it and I’m just very happy with the performance.” This run gave 
Britain its first snow gold in Paralympic history. 

Unfortunately, the bulk of the Paralympics take place as we are put-
ting together this month’s issue, so countless events remain recapped. 
However, for those who want to learn more, please visit paralympic.
org. Tomorrow, the para ice hockey gold medal game will take place, 
as will the closing ceremonies of the Paralympic Games. Make sure to 
catch it on NBC on Peacock!
(Sources: The Guardian, Today, NBC Sports, Washington Post, Para-
lympics.com)

   photos courtesy wikimedia commons   photos courtesy wikimedia commons

Despite losing in the girls’ Junior Varsity, boys’ 
Varsity, and boys’ frosh/soph categories, the team 
is working hard and looking forward to the season. 
Pannell has a positive outlook regarding the sport 
and the season in general, stating, “it’s a lot about 
hard work and just consistency and working smarter 
— knowing how to learn the right technique and 
improve the fastest you can. I want to enjoy the 
season. But I also want to get some new bests the 
first season back in a while... so just having fun and 
doing the best we can as a team.” 

Sophomore Kaya Skorka also commented on 
how much she enjoys the season and being able to 
compete with friends: “It’s really fun as a team and 
everyone pushes each other to do better.” Emma 
Marselli, a sophomore who placed first in the 100 
meters for girls’ Junior Varsity, reflected that, “It’s 
nice to be done with all your races and be able to 
see how you did. Winning isn’t necessarily the most 
important thing, but seeing improvement and being 
able to support and work hard for your team is what 
motivates me to do my best.” 

The track season is just beginning, with mul-
tiple meets ahead, athletes and spectators alike 
are looking forward to a bright future for the Los 
Gatos track and field teams. Make sure to support 
them at their next home meet on Thursday, Mar. 17 
against Homestead. 
(Source: Athletic.net)

E. BagoraE. Bagora

K. GruetterK. Gruetter
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by Maya Gomez
Sports Editor

Having spent her entire life with a softball in her hand, senior Lynsey 
Chiala is ecstatic to join the Nighthawks this fall at Northwest Nazarene 
University. While she is looking forward to her future with the NCAA Division 
II team, Chiala is also living in the now, dedicating ample time and energy 
to her final season as a Wildcat.

Chiala’s softball career dates back to her early years, jumping into the 
sport at only six years old. Citing her older sister, 2020 LGHS graduate Sarah 
Chiala, as her inspiration for joining, the pitcher stated, “When we were 
younger, we were like the sisters that hated each other; always competing 
and battling against each other. I was always trying to one up her.” Chiala 
elaborated, “So, my sister was really good at softball. I wanted to be better 
than her. I don’t know why, just because I was bratty like that I guess. 
We both had fun with the competitive side of it, and now we’re like best 
friends.” The two found themselves bonding over the activity, frequently 
working together as Chiala became a pitcher and her sister became a catcher. 

Today, Chiala plays softball at Whittier College in Los Angeles, where 
one of Chiala’s best friends also recently committed. The athlete explained, 
“It’s kind of crazy because we both went through a really rough recruiting 

by Matthew Fehr
National/World Editor

For the first time since 1983, the Los Gatos 
girls’ Varsity basketball team brought home the CCS 
Division 1 title, ending a nearly forty year drought 
of championship victories for the Wildcats. The team 
dominated all season long, finishing with an impres-
sive record of 25-3 and a second-place league record 
of 10-2. The squad’s playoff run saw them defeat 
San Benito by 18 and Los Altos by 12 before meeting 
Homestead in the championship game at Helm Gym.

Los Gatos came out of the gate strong, building 
a modest lead by the end of the first quarter behind 
suffocating defense and three triples from senior 
and team captain Jeanette Grasty. After staggering 
slightly at the beginning of the second quarter, the 
Cats’ put their foot on the gas and never let up. The 
Mustangs were completely shut out in the third, effec-
tively ending the game before the final period of play 
had even begun. The game ended in a blowout, 53-26.

Grasty, who finished the game with 12 points 
on an 80 percent shooting clip from behind the arc, 
emphasized the importance of the team’s passion and 
support for one another as the driving factors behind 
their success in the championship game. “We had such 
good energy. We have a lot of players on the team that 
just cheer and scream for each other, and I think it 
really pumps us up and shuts the other team down.” 

Sophomore Belle Bramer also put up impressive 
numbers for the Wildcats, scoring 11 points on a 50 
percent field goal percentage and grabbing 13 boards. 
“It was better than just winning CCS. The 40 years 
added so much to it,” Bramer said of the victory. 
“We lost to them the last time we played them, and 
we knew we could beat them by way more points.” 
Bramer led the team in points (13 PPG), assists (1.7 
APG), and steals (2.5 SPG) this season.

Basketball wins CCS title Domestic abuse shakes NFL

Women in sports: Wildcats share their athletic experiences

process. We cried together — a lot. It’s just very emotional, finally feeling 
like something paid off.” Chiala has been involved in the recruiting process 
since the eighth grade, when she attended her first college camp. 
Because of COVID-19’s unfortunate timing, Chiala felt at a disadvan-
tage with college recruitment. “There’s a rule that you can’t talk 
to any colleges until you’re a junior. So I had spent years going to 
these camps and college coaches communicating with my coaches, 
and everything kind of got taken away from me because COVID hit 
my junior year.” In hopes of compensating for the loss of games, 
Chiala made attempts to email college coaches, but discovered that 
“because these coaches are already getting a bunch of emails, it’s 
really hard to stick out.” 

She revealed that during this difficult time, she found herself 
contemplating her future plans. “I was very close to quitting. I was at 
the part of my life where I didn’t know if I was going to keep playing. 
It was really hard, having to decide between continuing to play what 
I’ve been working and sacrificing for or to not.” Luckily for Chiala, 
a Northwest Nazarene coach discovered her while playing over the 
summer. “It just happened out of nowhere. I was at a tournament in 
the middle of nowhere in Fresno. I was playing this team and one of 

their coaches actually coached out in Idaho. They asked me to come 
to a camp, and just like that, I was set.” 

Devoted, competitive, and excited to play softball and study crim-
inal justice in Idaho, Chiala is soaking up her time left in Los Gatos. 
Spot number 36 out on the LGHS softball field this season!

POM: Nazarene commit Chiala dominates the diamond

UP TO BAT: Chiala readies her swing at a home softball game last season.

Freshman Nicole Steiner put up a team-high 18 
points in the game on 57 percent shooting to go along 
with 12 rebounds. Speaking about what allowed them 
to win the game, she revealed, “coaching, working 
really hard as a team, having strong defense…we’ve 
just grown so much throughout the season.” Steiner 
was the Cat’s go-to player in the paint on offense all 
season long and led the team in rebounding (8.7 RPG) 
and blocks (1.1 BPG).

Steiner also secured LG’s victory in their first CIF 
NorCal D2 game, laying in the game-winning shot 
against the Lick-Wilmerding Tigers after a close game 
that saw neither team establish a comfortable lead. 
Although she made the basket, Steiner made sure to 
credit her teammates for forcing the Tigers to make a 
bad inbounds pass, which allowed her to steal the ball 
and win the game. She finished with a double-double, 
leading Los Gatos with 25 points and 22 rebounds.

The Wildcats season sadly came to an end on Mar. 
3 in the CIF NorCal quarterfinals against San Joaquin 
Memorial, but the girls’ historical season is one that 
won’t soon be forgotten. The team’s achievement will 
be immortalized on the walls of Helm Gym, the year 
“2022” taking its place on the CCS championship 
plaque to commemorate an incredible victory nearly 
four decades in the making.  

FORMING CONNECTIONS: Track and Field women converse during a brief practice break.

POSING WITH THE PRIZE: The team holds up #1s after victory. 

by Kate Gruetter and Maya Gomez
Culture Editor and Sports Editor

As we move into March, female athletes across LGHS are either 
drawing their seasons to a close, or jumping into the start of a new 
one. With the first day of the month marking the start of National 
Women’s History Month, our lady Wildcats have plenty to reflect upon 
from their athletic careers thus far.

Dual-sport senior Morgan Burt spent her LGHS athletic career 
dominating the softball field and basketball court. Having grown up 
an avid athlete, Burt has faced countless instances where she has felt 
at a disadvantage in the athletic world because of her gender. “I was 
told that I wasn’t as good a basketball player because I was a girl and 
that women’s basketball is embarrassing to watch…there were always 
comments about how softball is easier than baseball because we use 
a metal bat and a bigger ball.” She revealed that primarily men make 
these comments, and such statements have a lifelong impact on wom-
en’s lives. Burt ended her interview stating, “We women will always face 
stereotypes and stigmas around sports simply because we are not men.” 

With a wide range of sports under her belt, junior Anna Bhogra 
has spent her athletic career playing ice hockey, soccer, track and 

field, and cross country. While she lived on the East Coast, Bhogra 
played soccer with World Class FC as part of the Elite Clubs National 
League and hockey with the New York Saints. After her move to LG 
she played with the 19U San Jose Junior Sharks and briefly with De 
Anza Force. A decathlete in track, she runs with both the LGHS cross 
country and track and field teams, crediting her older brother as 
her biggest inspiration. With a variety of athletic experience dating 
back nearly 16 years, Bhogra will undoubtedly be remembered as 
one of the strongest and most dedicated female athletes at LGHS.

Freshman Nicole Steiner is a stellar volleyball and basketball 
player who helped the girls’ Varsity basketball team win a CCS cham-
pion title. Steiner voiced her pride in her team’s accomplishment, 
raving, “It feels great. All the work we put in throughout the whole 
season led up to that point and it’s awesome knowing we had it in 
us.” Holding the highest number of blocks per game on the Varsity 
squad, this newly crowned CCS champion shows what it means to be 
an athlete, not only by competing and winning, but also by putting 
in the effort and work necessary to her sports. 

Despite being only a freshman, Emmanuella Arbitaylo is a force 
to be reckoned with. This Varsity track and field athlete dedicates 

her days to setting goals that allow her to succeed on the track. Arbi-
taylo doesn’t let gender boundaries or expectations in her sport stop her, 
revealing that she constantly tells herself “just because he’s biologically 
built faster, doesn’t mean he has to be faster.” An impressive runner and 
talented individual, Arbitaylo is not only an athlete to remember, but 
also one to respect. 

Our school is filled with amazing athletes, and it is important to rec-
ognize the talent of our girls on and off the field. Whether it is Women’s 
History Month or not, honoring these athletes’ hard work and giving them 
the recognition they deserve is important and necessary.

courtesy L. Chialacourtesy L. Chiala

DISTORTED IMAGE: The NFL logo starts to tarnish with abuse reports.

by Bridie Beamish
Media Production Editor

After a video of former Baltimore Ravens running 
back Ray Rice beating his fiancée unconscious surfaced 
in 2014, the National Football League (NFL) Commis-
sioner Roger Goodell promised to challenge the culture 
of domestic violence and to hire more female executives. 
Despite this, according to women in the industry, the 
NFL’s treatment of women has remained unchanged.

The NFL developed a sexual abuse and domestic 
violence program for players and staff members following 
the Rice video and consulted with Kim Gandy, President 
of the National Network to End Domestic Violence. 
However, Gandy voiced disappointment after receiving 
a copy of the completed program that included dense 
informational slides and a presentation that was less 
than an hour-long, which she explained was very little 
information for such a complex topic. Since 2000, 134 
NFL players have been arrested for domestic violence, and 
it equates to 55 percent of total player arrests, making it 
the highest criminal charge among players. 

Furthermore, a congressional committee revealed on 
Feb. 4 that the NFL signed a Common Interest Agreement 
with the Washington Commanders and pledged to enter 

a “joint legal strategy.” This pledge was made after The 
Washington Post released reports of sexual harassment 
and toxic behavior from the Washington franchise 
in 2020. The agreement prohibited either party from 
sharing privileged documents or information from the 
investigation without the other’s consent. The NFL 
released only a summary of the investigation’s findings, 
resulting in intense scrutiny as people declared that 
the league was only protecting its reputation and not 
its staff and players. Goodell stated that the league 
was trying to protect the women’s identities who made 
reports; however, some of those women called for their 
details to be made public. 

In an interview with the New York Times, 30 women 
explained how they feared retaliation once they spoke 
out against mistreatment, as women who voiced con-
cerns were often “managed out.” Many of the women 
interviewed remained anonymous for fear of professional 
retribution. Regardless of efforts to diversify hiring, of 
the 1,100 NFL employees, 37 percent are women. For the 
2021 season, women held 12 out of 792 preseason train-
ing camp assistant coaching positions — the highest 
number in league history, with only half of those women 
staying on to start the season. Additionally, women 
make up just 3.1 percent of team CEOs and presidents 
and 1.5 percent of team assistant coaches.

Former production coordinator at NFL Network 
Ramona Washington described her experience by saying, 
“People would say to me, ‘You really want to leave 
the NFL?’ ‘Yes,’ I would answer, ‘with running shoes 
on.’” Washington quit her position in 2018 after she 
reported instances of bias among her coworkers, but 
the NFL did not take action in the report. Alissa Leeds, 
a digital media reporting analyst, who left the NFL in 
2019, stated that “Everything’s excused in the name 
of football” about the NFL’s response to accusations of 
domestic violence against players. 
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