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IN THE LIMELIGHT: The Wildcat Theatre posed for a post-show group photo.

(sophomore Anthony Pace), and Lust (junior Keira Saban) — who
make it their mission to get Bennett’s life back on track and get him a
date with his crush. With their help, Bennett musters up the confidence
to finally stand up to his boss, Craig (senior Elias Karlsson), who also
happens to be running a money-laundering scheme with Bennett’s coworker, Gavin (sophomore Zachary “ZB” Benitez). Wilkens described
the show as one filled with “adventure, life, physical comedy, and fun.”
Drama students were meant to perform the one-act online last
year; however, those plans fell through. This year, Wilkens and Jacques
wanted to present the show to a live audience, since the department
resumed in-person performances. When asked what motivated him to
co-direct the show, Wilkens stated “I really liked [Outside the Box]
when we did it last year, or attempted to do it last year, over Zoom.”
Audiences filled nearly every seat, showing their eagerness to see a
live performance.
Although thunderous applause met the performance, it wasn’t all
smooth sailing. Jacques explained that finding time to rehearse was
stressful, due to the show’s overlapping time-frame with both the fall
play The Hope and Heartache Diner, and the recent musical revue.
“Many tears were shed,” she admitted. However, the directions, along
with the cast, persevered. After the show, Jacques, beaming with pride,
exclaimed: “it turned out fun!” Jacques and Wilkens’ hard work and
dedication to the project certainly paid off and made for an incredibly
entertaining laughter-filled night.
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by Marissa Hein
Graphics Editor
Los Gatos High School Wildcat Theatre put on their biannual fundraiser, Dramatic Desserts, on Dec. 1. The show occurred just three weeks
after the department’s musical revue, “All Together Now,” and was the
first show performed in the newly renovated Blackbox-Theater-style
drama room. The fundraiser gave students a special opportunity to test
out for the first time the new lighting rigs, curtains, and sound booth
that the new drama room contains.
This semester’s Dramatic Desserts opened with a monologue sandwiched in between two musical numbers, including a tap dance number.
However, the main event of the night was a one-act written by Los
Gatos High School Wildcat Theatre alumni Alexandra Gray (Class of
2020) and Hannah Wild (Class of 2021), and co-directed by current
juniors Tommy Wilkens and Esme Jacques. Tickets to the show were
available for 10 dollars or for free if guests brought a dessert to share.
Both audience members and performers thoroughly enjoyed the food
during the post-show reception.
Outside the Box stars a bank teller named Bennett, played by
senior Julius Anderson. After Bennett receives what is essentially
a Pandora’s Box, his world turns upside down. The box contains the
seven sins personified — Gluttony (sophomore William Radkey),
Greed (sophomore Sophia Fenchel), Envy (junior Esme Jacques), Pride
(junior Mackenzie Cacciaguidi), Wrath (junior Tommy Wilkens), Sloth
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CCS championship delayed by gunfire Culture

by Brynn Gibson
News Editor
A gunman wounded two people in the parking lot outside Westmont
High School during the final minutes of the CCS football championship
game between St. Francis and Junipero Serra High School on Nov. 26.
Medics quickly arrived on the scene and declared the injuries to both
victims non-life-threatening. The two victims, adult males, were transported to a local hospital. Police have not released information regarding a motive, the identities of the victims, or any potential suspects.
Spectators and players heard the shots around 9:00 PM, right after
Serra scored a touchdown with just two minutes and 18 seconds left in
the game. Spectators reported six shots in total: two initial shots then
four shots in rapid succession. The sound of gunfire triggered panic
amongst the over 5,000 fans in the bleachers. LGHS junior Massimo
Richiuso, who was watching the game with friends, explained the
Richiuso
initial confusion regarding the noise: “When I first heard the gunshots I
thought they were burbles from a car exhaust. Then, everybody started
freaking out and I realized what was actually happening.”
Videos posted on social media depict the St. Francis team taking
cover on the field, lying face down near the sidelines. Members of the
Serra team ran towards an embankment off the field. In a statement to
the San Jose Mercury News, Patrick Walsh, coach at Serra High School,
described the scene as “chaotic.”
Avery Adams, another junior at LGHS, described her experience:
“seeing the players just drop to the ground is the thing that made it
feel real, then people started running and panic set in. I never thought
I would witness something like that at a high school football game.”
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OUT IN THE OPEN: An unknown suspect opened fire in the Westmont HS parking lot.
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MIDDLEMAN: Officials selected Westmont HS as a neutral location for the final.

Los Gatos math teacher Mike Navrides, the game’s announcer, did
not initially hear the shots. After CCS officials informed him of what
was happening in the parking lot, he instructed the stadium to remain
calm. A regular announcer at CCS events, Navrides explained how he
handled the unexpected situation. “I kept my voice calm and confident
(at least I tried to) when I spoke to make sure everyone was informed as
to what was happening and for them to realize that there was absolutely
no reason to panic,” he said in an email interview.
Players and spectators remained sheltered for about 10 minutes.
There were no injuries inside of the stadium, but authorities sealed the
area during investigations.
CCS officials allowed the game to resume shortly before 10:00
PM after police cleared the scene. School officials eased fears with
individual announcements; President of St. Francis High School Jason
Curtis wrote from the stands,
“There was a security situation
outside the stadium that has
been resolved by the authorities. All spectators and players
are safe, the game will resume
momentarily, and fans may now
leave the stadium if they wish
to do so.” Serra won the CCS
Division I championship with
a 16-12 victory following the
almost hour-long delay.
(Sources: KRON4, Mercury News) SCAN ME: Read the full Navrides interview.
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Los Gatos Ballet performs The Nutcracker live onstage
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by Macy Dennon
Sports Editor

The Los Gatos Ballet’s Nutcracker is back and performing live! Dancers are excited to put on the production of the holiday season special.
Due to COVID-19, Los Gatos Ballet stopped live performances in
April 2020 to ensure the safety of its dancers and audiences. Though
this was a difficult decision for the organization to make, Outreach
Director Christine Zillman said, “One thing was for certain, we were not
going to give up on our students. Myself and the artistic staff of Los
Gatos Ballet put together a movie that showcased classic Nutcracker
dancing and the magic behind ballet, [entitled] Nutcracker Movie
Magic.” The film showed the struggles the ballet school endured during
the pandemic, along with a glimpse of the student’s everyday lives.

courtesy C. Zillman

RAINDROPS ON ROSES: The dew drops and flowers rehearse their performance.

Transitioning from the screen to live performance, Zillman said, “We
were thrilled Nutcracker Movie Magic was available at a time when we
couldn’t go to a theater. But I’m even more thrilled that now Nutcracker
can be experienced the way it’s meant to be, in a theater. After a year
of constant pivoting creativity, it won’t feel real to us until we have
an audience.” The Nutcracker consists of 117 performers, 100 children
performers and 17 professionals.
Margot Akin plays the lead role, the Sugar Plum Fairy. She grew up
in San Jose and trained at the Los Gatos Ballet before going to Pittsburgh Ballet Theater School. From there she started her professional
career as a ballet dancer. Zillman said, “Aknin performed with BalletMet for its 2015–2016 season, then joined the Dayton Ballet in 2016,
where she has performed roles including Daisy in Ron Cunningham’s
‘The Great Gatsby’ and the title role in ‘Madame Butterfly.’” [The QR
code listed on the right) will let you watch an exclusive compilation
of Margot Aknin rehearsing her role as the Sugar Plum fairy.]
Another performer is Los Gatos High School sophomore Lucia
Greenland. On Friday night and Saturday matinee, she dances in the
scenes Snow, Chinese, and Flowers. On Saturday evening and Sunday,
she is in Chinese. Greenland shared, “Last year it was a little more difficult because the dances had to be distanced to some degree. Also, lots
of the choreography got changed for similar reasons.” She explained
that some aspects were a lot easier, mentioning that because they
filmed the ballet, they could redo certain scenes and use the best take.
When sharing how she feels about being back in person, Greenland

THE DANCE OF THE SUGAR PLUM
FAIRY: Scan the QR code to the
left to view Dennon’s video compilation of Margot Akin rehearsing her role as the Sugar Plum
fairy for The Nutckracker. Readers can acces the video via El
Gato’s Website: ElGatoNews.com

stated that it “is a lot nicer especially for performing because we get
to be on stage again. Also, there is a really nice sense of community
and connection that is sometimes lost over zoom… I’m excited to be
back in the theatre again.”
The Los Gatos Ballet is collaborating with The College of Adaptive
Arts (CAA), a non-profit that “provides a lifelong, equitable collegiate
experience to adults with special needs who historically have not had
access to college education.” The CAA allows individuals to channel their passion to learn an art discipline like dance to the best of
their abilities.
Come see the Los Gatos Ballet’s Nutcracker on Dec. 17 through 19
at the McAfee Performing Arts Center. Tickets are 28 to 58 dollars and
you can purchase them at Eventbrite.com.
(Source: College of Adaptive Arts)

SF’s mayor pushes to establish safe sites for drug use
by Isla Patrick
News Editor

As San Francisco’s drug crisis worsens, San Francisco Mayor
London Breed is pushing the city to open a safe drug consumption
site to minimize the frequency of overdoses. She plans to acquire
a building near the Tenderloin neighborhood where people struggling with addiction can use drugs under the supervision of trained
medical professionals.
Since 2020, 1,223 people overdosed and died in San Francisco.
A large majority of these deaths occur within a few square blocks of
the Tenderloin, where drug deals and open-air usage are common.
Fentanyl overdoses make up an estimated 73 percent of all drugrelated deaths in the city, closely followed by methamphetamine,
cocaine, and heroin overdoses. Two milligrams of fentanyl can be
enough to kill someone without tolerance for the drug, making it
particularly lethal. An average of two people die from drug overdoses
in San Francisco every day, with a disproportionate number of victims
being older Black men and the unhoused.
A safe consumption site in the Tenderloin would employ medical professionals to supervise those struggling with addiction and
connect them to long-term rehabilitation if needed. The site could
also provide basic necessities like bathrooms and hygiene products

courtesy wikimedia commons

WELL DONE: SF’s Tenderloin neigboorhood is a prospective home for a drug site.

to those who need them. Jerome James, a homeless man living in San
Francisco, claimed, “I think it would be good for safety — keeping
us safe and making other people feel safe.” However, some believe
that the site would promote drug use and fuel addiction rather than
slow the rate of substance abuse.

On Nov. 16, Breed presented the Board of Legislators with a
proposition to acquire a building at 822 Geary Street for 6.3 million
dollars. She has not revealed her estimates for the price to maintain
the site and the maximum number of people it could support. If
the city cannot turn the building into a consumption site, it would
remain under the ownership of the Department of Public Health
and provide a range of other health services.
If Breed’s proposal goes forward, the injection site will potentially violate the Controlled Substances Act, a federal law prohibiting anyone from operating a location dedicated to “manufacturing,
distributing, or using any controlled substance.” Anyone found
guilty of violating the act risks up to 20 years in prison. The city
of San Francisco could also face significant fines and forfeiture of
the property the site may rest on.
Breed hopes to open the Geary Street property in Spring of
2022, but the opening date depends on whether state and federal
laws on consumption sites change — or whether the city is willing
to risk the consequences that come along with running the site
illegally. District Six Supervisor Matt Haney believes the site must
open immediately. He claimed, “Folks are dying out on our streets.
We’ve got to get them inside and we’ve got to get them help.”
(Sources: SF Chronicle, abc7)

LG’s holiday spirit blooms Robotics holds scrimmage
by Maya Gomez
Sports Editor

It is officially December, and with Christmas fast
approaching, people are putting final touches on
their holiday plans. Following a quarantined Christmas, people around the globe are looking forward to
spending time with their loved ones in person this
year. And what better way to do so than to partake
in fun, holiday-inspired festivities right here in our
area? There are countless, fantastic holiday-inspired
attractions you need to add to your December bucket
list right here in Los Gatos!
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ERUPTION OF CHEER: Vasona’s yearly light show glimmers.

Vasona Lake County Park’s Fantasy of Lights
Located inside Vasona Lake County Park on Blossom Hill Road, the event is a beloved attraction for
all who live and/or have lived in Los Gatos. Having
first opened back in 1999, the town is excited to
finally purchase tickets for the 22nd annual Fantasy
of Lights drive-through. With the drive-through
opening on Dec. 7 and closing on Dec. 30, tickets
are selling faster than ever. The 1.5-mile drive is
through an entrancing light show and is a familyfriendly must-see to put on your bucket list for the
holiday season.
Downtown Los Gatos lights
With scenery stretching from the high school
to Old Town, Los Gatos has embodied the holiday
spirit since the first day of the month with their
pre-planned setups of holiday lights and sculptures
displayed around the downtown area. Beautiful light
sculptures can be found across from Los Gatos High
School at the Public Library and near the downtown

photoshoot spot, LG locals look forward to taking
photos under the giant pieces of art during the
month. With rainbow lights that drivers can see
on the Highway 17 overpass, golden LED’s wrapped
around trees that line the sidewalks, and lights
mimicking falling snow hanging from street signs,
Christmas spirit illuminates the downtown area.
Los Gatos is the perfect place to take some holiday
photos with friends and family!
Los Gatos Nutcracker
Since its first stage performance in December
of 1892, the ballet adaptation of The Nutcracker
has become a must see during December. Now is
your chance to support local dancers by seeing a
production in Los Gatos! The Los Gatos Ballet’s
annual performance of Tchaikovsky’s score brings
crowds of friends, family, and fanatics from all over
the Bay Area. People can purchase tickets through
the organization’s website, losgatosballet.org, for
performances from Dec. 17 through Dec. 19. Get
your tickets before they sell out!
With Christmas just around the corner, you
may be asking yourself, what better way is there
to spend the holiday than in Los Gatos? Simple
answer — there isn’t. Stay local this year, and take
in the Christmas spirit that floods through LG.

by Angela Sheu
People Editor

On Dec. 4, the LGHS robotics team held a
classroom scrimmage. The mock competition,
designed to prepare students for future official
competitions, was the culmination of five weeks
of designing, prototyping, building, and programming.
The game Reservoir Rush, created and planned
by LGHS robotics students, involves transporting
small balls — representing water — into groundlevel and elevated regions — representing aquifers
and reservoirs — respectively. The class of 51
students split into four groups which each created
a robot to compete.

RAGE AGAINST THE MACHINE: LG’s robots battle each other.

SELF-DRIVING: Robots must rely on code alone part-time.

courtesy C. Zillman

TOUGH NUT TO CRACK: Dancers prepare for The Nutcracker.

courtesy A. Sheu

Playing time split into two periods, autonomous and teleoperated. During the autonomous
session, robots are only allowed to operate without
driver input. LGHS senior and the team’s Programming Director Pranav Tadepalli, explained that
teams can score points by “moving from their
original position, as well as scoring in high or low
goals…[which is] worth more during autonomous.”
Tallepalli acted as a referee for the competition.
Teams can pre-load game pieces into their robots
before the start of the match, but because teams

cannot remotely control their robots, programmers
deploy code before the match to control robot movement and operation. After 15 seconds of autonomous
action, drivers can begin controlling the robots.
All four teams competed in one versus one
elimination matches, leading to a final match. LGHS
senior and team co-captain Alan Sheu also acted as
a referee for the competition and said, “It was really
fun watching the different robots drive back and
forth and use different strategies…I’m just really
impressed with our team.”
Students designed the game to prepare participants for the For Inspiration and Recognition of
Science and Technology (FIRST) competition. The
team participates in the international FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC), for which FIRST announces
a new game each season. Teams must complete a
robot before their competitions — typically about a
six- to eight-week span, depending on the competition date. However, LGHS students did not compete
in the 2020 or 2021 competition seasons because
they were both canceled because of the pandemic.
However, after more than a month’s work on
their classroom competition, students are now
preparing for an exciting return of the 2022 build
and competition seasons. The build season will
begin Jan. 8 with the announcement of the official
2022 game.
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LG invites the holidays with a tree lighting ceremony
by Jordan Chan
Editorial Editor

The town of Los Gatos welcomed the holiday
season with a bang during the tree lighting ceremony on Dec. 3 and the Holiday Promenade on
Dec. 4. While the tree lighting is an annual tradition, the Promenade was a new endeavor that took
elements from Los Gatos’ Summer Promenades as
well as the Holiday Parade, which the town did not
hold this year.
The Tree Lighting took place in Town Plaza
Park during the evening. Town mayor Marico Sayoc
started by introducing other town council members
and youth citizens; then, the audience sang Christmas carols together amidst glowing lights and fake
snow. Finally, at 6:00 PM, everyone counted down
as Sayoc and a group of young kids lit up the tree.
Afterward, kids took free, COVID-safe pictures with
Santa Claus.
The following morning, the Promenade began.
The all-day street festival and artisan market had
many sponsors including Linda L. Lester, a member
of the Los Gatos Chamber of Commerce’s advisory
board. Other sponsors included Testarossa Winery
and The Los Gatan Newspaper. In preparation for
the event, the town closed off North Santa Cruz

Avenue from Bachman to Main Street. Multiple different community groups contributed to the event
by running booths, supporting local vendors, or
performing on one of the two stages — one at the
end of Nicholson Avenue and another at the end of
Bean Avenue.

FA LA LA LA: The event featured musical performances.

Performing groups included the Fisher Music
Program, LGHS Jazz Band, LGHS Dance team, LGHS
LeGatos Acapella Club, Los Gatos Youth Theater
(LGYT), The Complications, and Los Gatos Ballet. Los
Gatos Ballet promoted their upcoming Nutcracker
performances with an adorable Polichinelle dance,
while the High School Dance team organized a
more modern performance to Ariana Grande’s song
“December.” LGYT members sang beloved holiday
carols to “spread holiday cheer and share what LGYT
does,” explained LGHS junior and LGYT member
Esme Jacques. After participating in the group
rendition of “We Wish You a Merry Christmas,” she
and another junior, Keira Saban, sang a duet of
“Suzy the Snowflake.” Jacques stated, “it was really
fun to celebrate the holiday season with my friends.”
Youth did not have to be up on stage to spread
cheer and make a difference, however. The LGHS Iron
Claw Robotics team entertained festival-goers with a
remote-controlled, dodgeball-throwing robot called
Voltaire. Senior Steven Dandurand explained, “this
event allowed us to show off our robot that never
went to a competition, as well as spread the awareness of our team. Elementary and middle schoolers
are the future of our team, and we love spreading
STEM interest within the community.”

photos J. Chan

HAPPY HOLIDAYS: The night ended when the tree lit up.

Non-school clubs interacted with attendees as
well. Some sold wares ranging from home decor
to knit hats. Others, like the Kiwanis Club, Lions
Club, and Salvation Army, promoted projects, asked
for donations, gave out goodies, and hosted fun
activities. Kids playing life-size chess, live music
throughout, beautiful lights, and a whole lot of
holiday cheer made this community event a success.

Nina’s Taqueria opens in LG SCU mental health drops

by Senji Torrey

Public Relations Manager

Hispanic food has become a staple in most of our
lives with the popularization of Mexican food chains.
However, if you don’t want to deal with lunch traffic
while trying to get to Chipotle, skip on over to Nina’s
Taqueria and experience authenticity and hominess.
LG’s newest taqueria, situated at 49 E Main St,
opened right before Thanksgiving and has seen
a steady flow of curious Los Gatans utilizing the
restaurant’s takeout function for grab-and-go excursions. Situated just steps away from the high school,
Nina’s is the perfect spot for anyone looking for a
hearty meal at a reasonable price.

S. Torrey

EAT UP!: Nina’s Taqueria serves Mexican food downtown.

Nina’s highly customizable menu provides customers with a nice sense of personalization in each
of their dishes. They sell traditional favorites such
as tacos, quesadillas, and burritos. All three offer the
customer a choice of protein, including chicken, al
pastor, carnitas, and birria — a stewed beef. There

are also vegetarian options for anyone with a
plant-based diet. The tacos and burritos also come
with the option of two salsas, ranging from pico
de gallo to the mean green salsa verde. You can
also choose what rice, red or green, as well as the
beans — pinto, black, or refried.
One of Nina’s Taqueria’s more unique options
is their “MaMa Nina’s Salad,” which ranges from
11 to 14 dollars. This is undoubtedly one of the
prettier pennies you’ll spend, however, the salad’s
abundance of protein, assorted vegetables, and
cheese allows you to share among a group of wellmannered friends.
In terms of pricing, Nina’s is above Chipotle’s
and just below Andalé’s. For an order of tacos with
two tortillas, you could be paying as little as 3.95
dollars. For a burrito, it depends on the meat, but
it averages around 11 dollars. Quesadillas are at a
premium, coming in at about 13 dollars. However,
as long as you aren’t starving, quesadillas can be
shared among two, or even three, friends.
While many other chain Mexican spots have
made new dishes to appeal to the healthy-eaters, such as Chipotle’s keto bowls, Nina’s has
gone straight to the root with their clean, nongreasy food.
Too many times, the oily residue of cheese and
meat runs down your arms while you are hurrying
back to campus after a “quick” Andalé run. But,
with a Nina’s burrito, you won’t need to hurry
because it’s a minute away, and you won’t have to
worry about that sauce slipping down your hands
due to the clean ingredients in the wrap.
Essentially, you are paying for quality. Pricing at Chipotle is lower simply because they are
a nationwide chain and can therefore buy and
make their ingredients in mass quantities. Plus,
supporting local businesses is trendy right now,
so why not hop onto the wagon in the easiest
way possible. It will be one of the most delicious
choices you will ever make.
(Sources: Andalé Mexican, Real Menu Prices)

by Sidney Bricker
News Editor

Santa Clara University (SCU) students, many
struggling with mental health issues, met on the
afternoon of Dec. 2, in front of Mission Church,
just weeks after three students passed away, two of
them by suicide. At the rally, attendees demanded
better counseling and mental health services for
all students at Santa Clara University. Their rallying
cry was “Do better, be better, SCU!”
Community members left flowers outside the
dorm where a nineteen-year-old freshman who
was studying computer science committed suicide
on Sunday, Nov. 28. On Nov. 29, University President Lisa A. Kloppenberg informed the students
of the death in an email saying, “With a heavy
heart, I share the news of the death of a valued
community member last night. We offer our deep
condolences to his family. Members of Campus
Ministry; Counseling and Psychological Services
(CAPS); Residence Life; and the Office of Student
Life have made themselves available to assist those
needing comfort or support.”
According to SCU senior Raul Orellana, “They
were younger underclassmen. To hear about their
loss was very difficult for me. It’s been difficult to
cope. I’ve been feeling very down and sad.” Orellana wasn’t the only one to speak out. Many students came forward to discuss their mental health
struggles and ask the school for support. Junior
Megan Wu, one of the rally’s organizers, expressed
her frustration with the campus’ lack of accessible
mental health services, saying, “It should not be
taking student deaths to get us better mental
health resources. I think we’re all united behind
this common sentiment of being really frustrated
with the inaction of our university.”
Molly Tucker, another SCU student, started a
petition on Change.org called “Petition for Academic Leniency & Contracted Crisis Counseling at

SCU,” which has gathered over 12,000 signatures as of Dec. 5. The petition requests that
the school hire a third-party crisis counseling
and therapy firm to assist struggling students
through telemedicine or in-clinic visits. It also
asks that the school grant academic leniency
to the “highly fearful and greatly affected”
student body. The petition concludes “if only
one thing is taken away from this entire petition, let it be this: We are asking for mercy. We
are asking for time and space to grieve without
academic consequence.”
(Sources: Mercury News, Kron 4, SF Times)

courtesy wikimedia commons

ON A MISSION: Students protest at Mission Church.

Student attendance declines in newly-reopened CA schools

by Lucy Sells

Media Production Editor

With schools reopening in person after COVID,
one would expect a surplus of kids returning to
school. In California, it is quite the opposite. There
has been a drop of around 160,000 students in California schools since last year. This issue, called the
fiscal cliff, is only getting larger with an expected

NO SCHOOL TODAY: The Bay Area could lose many students.

11.4 percent decline in students by the year 2031.
In the past five years, California public schools have
seen a loss of over 230,000 students, a trend that
is set to continue. Officials expect Los Angeles and
the Bay Area to be hit the hardest. The Bay Area
contains nine counties, and each county, except
for Contra Costa County, will lose students in the
next decades. State officials predict that Santa Clara
County will face the fifth largest enrollment drop
in all of California.
In Hayward, experts predict the closing of eight
schools in just three years. In September of 2021,
Cupertino announced its closing of Regnart and
Meyerholz elementary schools. Oakland Unified
barely avoided shutting down schools, but survived
due to budget adjustments. Marin County usually
faces a one percent drop of students each year, but
now, they face a five percent decline in public school
enrollment. The California Department of Finance
predicts a loss of 703,000 students from the prepandemic school year, 2019-2020, to the year 2031.
Multiple factors are causing the fiscal cliff,
one being slow population growth. In the 1960s,
the population grew 26 percent, from 2000-2010,
population growth was 15 percent, and from 20102020, the population grew 6.5 percent. In 2020,

photos courtesy wikimedia commons

WAYWARD: Experts predict eight school closures in Hayward.

there was a loss in population of 0.5 percent. This
is due to the pandemic, but also population growth
has been trending down.
Another factor affecting the school enrollment
decline is the aging population. The median age of

Californians in the 1970s was 28 years old. By the
2030s, California’s median age will rise to forty years
old. Birth rates have also decreased in California,
with a rate of twelve children per 1000 people,
compared to the 1950s rate of twenty-five children
per 1000 people. Marriage rates are also declining.
One of the main causes of the fiscal cliff is the
impact of COVID. Families who have lost jobs have
decided to move to other regions or states to look for
cheaper housing. Parents were scared to send their
children to school unvaccinated. On the contrary,
some parents opposed to the vaccine and mask mandates have ended up homeschooling their children
or sending them to private schools.
In reaction to schools shutting down, parents
have participated in car rallies and protests in front
of schools and district offices, pleading with board
members to reconsider their decisions. ‘Save Our
Schools’ is a common phrase used by parents facing
the effects of the fiscal cliff. In the next few years,
schools will have to cut down their staff, as well
as reduce their budgets to combat the enrollment
decline. These steps, in alignment with the effects
of the pandemic, will greatly affect public schools.
(Sources: Mercury News, Ed Source, Marin Independent Journal)
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Jury acquits 18-year-old Kyle Rittenhouse on November 19
by Sophie Sullivan
Editor-in-Chief

A Kenosha County, WI, jury acquitted 18-year-old Kyle Rittenhouse on Nov. 19 of all five charges brought against him last
August. The criminal complaints included first-degree intentional
homicide; attempted first-degree intentional homicide; first-degree reckless homicide; and two counts of first-degree recklessly
endangering safety. Circuit Judge Bruce Schroeder dismissed an
original sixth and seventh count of possession of a dangerous
weapon by a minor and a curfew violation, respectively.
Prosecutors brought the case against Rittenhouse after he
fatally shot two men and wounded another on Aug. 25, 2020,
at a Kenosha protest following a police officer’s murder of Jacob
Blake, a Black man. Joseph Rosenbaum, 36, and Anthony Huber,
26, both died at the scene; Rittenhouse injured Gaige Grosskeutz’s
right bicep. Rittenhouse and all three other men involved in the
incident were White.
Rittenhouse lived in Antioch, IL, at the time, 30 minutes
southwest of Kenosha. Three months prior, Wisconsin resident
Dominick Black bought Rittenhouse a semi-automatic AR-15 since
Rittenhouse was a minor and could not purchase one himself.

Rittenhouse drove to Black’s house on Aug. 24, intending to stay
overnight and position himself at Car Source, a used car dealership.
Accounts differ as to whether or not the dealership’s owners sought
armed individuals to station at the store during the unrest.
Video presented in the trial shows Rosenbaum, who was discharged from a Milwaukee hospital earlier in the day, chasing Rittenhouse through the unrest and lunging for his gun before Rittenhouse
shot him four times. Rittenhouse then ran through the streets as
protestors followed him, believing him to be an active shooter. After
Rittenhouse fell to the ground, Huber hit him with a skateboard
and attempted to take his rifle; Rittenhouse shot Huber once and
killed him instantly. Grosskeutz approached Rittenhouse, but stopped
and put his hands in the air after Huber died. Rittenhouse shot
Grosskeutz in the arm after Grosskeutz aimed a Glock pistol at him.
Following the shooting, Rittenhouse approached Kenosha police
with his hands up, but deputies did not stop him. Sheriff David
Beth told reporters last August that they did not believe him to
be the active shooter because of confusion amidst chaos: “There’s
screaming, there’s hollering, there’s a squad car running, there’s
bearcats idling and, if the officer happened to be in the car, the
radio traffic was nonstop.”

The prosecution principally argued that Rittenhouse acted
recklessly; the defendant responded that he acted in self-defense.
Jurors deliberated on Rittenhouse’s charges for over three days
before finding him not guilty. Verdict critics noted the outcome’s
hypocrisy compared to similar cases against Black defendants.
Schroeder allowed Rittenhouse to randomly dismiss six jurors by
selecting their names via slips of paper, putting the final deciding
jury at 12 people. Though the court has not released the 12-person
jury’s racial makeup, 19 of the 20 original jurors were White. The
final jury consisted of seven women and five men.

PROTESTS ARISE: Protests before Rittenhouse’s trial were not uncommon.

CNN fires T.V. host Cuomo Arbery shooters found guilty

by Ella Marrufo

National/World Editor

On Sat., Dec. 4, CNN fired popular news anchor
Chris Cuomo after he was accused of helping his
brother, former New York Governor Andrew Cuomo,
with warding off sexual assault allegations. According to NPR, “The New York attorney general’s office
released a trove of new documents that offered new
details on how [he] leveraged his industry contacts
to dig up information on his brother’s accusers.” The
recently discovered documents revealed questionable
actions and behaviors on behalf of C. Cuomo. In
these documents, he appears as a strategist of sorts
for his brother Andrew Cuomo. He encouraged his
brother’s government aides to act in a way that is
beneficial to A. Cuomo and helped his brother form
responses to protect himself from the sexual assault
allegations against him.
The Hollywood Reporter stated, “[C.] Cuomo …
used his resources and contacts to dig up information about his brother’s accusers. He also gathered
intel about stories coming through the pipeline by
other journalists.” Though it was known that C.
Cuomo had offered advice to his brother previously,
it was not understood until now just how much
involvement C. Cuomo had in his brother’s case. C.
Cuomo used his status and high-profile influence
to negotiate with aides and journalists to find
out exactly what information would be released
involving A. Cuomo. C. Cuomo told investigators,
“When asked, I would reach out to sources, other
journalists, to see if they had heard of anybody else
coming out [with information].”
In CNN’s statement addressing C. Cuomo’s dismissal, they said, “When Chris admitted to us that
he had offered advice to his brother’s staff, he broke
our rules and we acknowledged that publicly. But
we also appreciated the unique position he was in
and understood his need to put family first and
job second.”

C. Cuomo is an advocate for putting his family
first, even after recognizing that he was out of
bounds in helping his brother and endangering
his and CNN’s reputation. CNN’s Head of Strategic
Communications, Matt Dornic, told NPR that
Cuomo knew working with A. Cuomo’s staff was
inappropriate; however, C. Cuomo would go on to
defend him nonetheless, clearly showing where
his loyalties lie.

by Bridie Beamish

MOMENT OF PEACE: Senators take a moment to grieve Arbery.

take McMichael’s shotgun and harm one or all of
the defendants.
The prosecutors stated that the men had no cause
to go after Arbery and that their suspicion that he
had committed a crime was not based on reason or
evidence. Lead prosecutor Dunikoski proclaimed,
“You can’t make a citizen’s arrest because someone’s
running down the street.” After eight days of testimony, 23 witnesses called to the stand, and over 11
hours of deliberations, the jurors came to a verdict
on Nov. 24. The court used Bryan’s cell phone video
recording of the shooting, which surfaced to the
public in May 2020, sparking national outcry and the
men’s eventual arrests. Outside of the courthouse,
citizens rallied in support of Arbery and his family.
Though a sentencing date has not been set, the
prosecutors are fighting for life in prison without
the possibility of parole. If the judge does give
the men parole, it will be after 30 years in prison.
The defendant’s attorneys say they will appeal all
charges. The three men also face federal hate crime
charges after the Justice Department prosecutors
charged them with interfering with Arbery’s rights.
They are expected to stand trial for those charges
in February.
(Sources: CBS, CNN, NBC, NPR, NYT, USAToday, The
Washington Post)

Defense lawyers argued that the men were
acting out of “duty and responsibility” when
pursuing Arbery as he jogged through their neighborhood and did not intend to inflict violence
upon him. The men claimed they would detain
Arbery as they believed he was a burglar; at the
time conducting a citizen’s arrest was legal in the
state of Georgia. However, the state repealed this
law after the incident. The defense continued
to argue that McMichael’s lethal shot was an act
of self defense. They stated McMichael believed
if he did not shoot Arbery, that Arbery would

McMICHAEL ARRESTED: Man who killed Arbery poses for a photo.

Media Production Editor

Three men, Greg McMichael, Travis McMichael,
and William Bryan, responsible for the shooting of
Ahmad Arbery, a 25-year-old unarmed Black man,
were found guilty of murder after a 10-day trial.
The jury consisted of eleven White people and
one Black person. It took 74 days for the three
men to be arrested after the murder of Arbery on
Feb. 23, 2020.
The charges included malice murder, felony
murder, aggravated assault, and false imprisonment, with all three men pleading not guilty.
Greg McMichael was not found guilty of malice
murder, but guilty on all other charges, including
felony murder. Travis McMichael, who shot Arbery,
was found guilty on counts. Bryan was found
guilty on three counts of felony murder and three
other charges.

UNEXPECTED NEWS: CNN’s popular Chris Cuomo is fired

In 2018, C. Cuomo adopted the late night
CNN talk show “Cuomo Prime Time,” which would
go on to become one of CNN’s most popular
and highest-rated shows. During the pandemic,
C. Cuomo frequently interviewed A. Cuomo,
and he became a regular face on the show.
People loved their easy banter and casual conversation which brought a certain lightness to
the quarantined world, and soon the pairing
became a regular hit. Unbeknownst to most, C.
Cuomo began to work behind the scenes for his
brother, and over the course of several months
his actions led to his eventual termination.
(Sources: NY Times, CNN, NPR, CNBC, The Hollywood Reporter)

News in Brief: Olympic boycott and new Germany cabinet

Chancellor of Germany says goodbye: After her 16-year
run as Chancellor of Germany, Angela Merkel handed off her job
to Olaf Sholz, a Social Democrat. In her farewell address, Merkel
called upon Germans to “trust one another.” In his campaign,
Sholz detailed a plan to place as many women in the cabinet
as men. Ultimately, Sholz followed through with this promise,
introducing the first female foreign and interior ministers,
allowing for the cabinet gender balance to be perfectly split
with eight men and eight women. His entrance and adjustments
now make the German government center-left. (Source: New
York Times)
- Sarah Gouldrup, People Editor

NEXT OLYMPICS: The U.S. announced some officials will not be sent to Beiing.

Promising new UTI vaccine: A promising new scientific
method may combat the painful process of antibiotic resistance that patients with recurrent UTIs face. The technique,
developed by scientists Nicole De Nisco and Jerahmiah
Gassensmith, works by inactivating and encapsulating
whole bacterial cells. This creates a “depot,” and increases
vaccine longevity. Teams working against UTIs have turned
to vaccinations to treat them as antibiotic resistance
increases. While the whole-cell method is yet to be tested on
humans, it has great potential as they may be able to transfer the antigen depot method to a broad range of bacterial
infections, including tuberculosis. (Sources: Science Daily,
Free Press Journal)
- Elena Rexach, Public Relations Manager
U.S. Olympic diplomatic boycott: On Mon. Dec. 6, the
U.S. announced that they will not send any U.S. officials
to the 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing, while U.S. athletes
will continue to be allowed to compete. The diplomatic
boycott, which garnered support from both Republicans and
Democrats, comes in response to “ongoing genocide and
crimes against humanity in Xinjiang” according to White House
Press Secretary Jen Psaki. Psaki elaborated, “The athletes on Team
USA have our full support. We will be behind them 100 percent

as we cheer them on from home. We will not be contributing to
the fanfare of the games.” The White House wishes to send the
message that the Olympics cannot proceed as “business as
usual” due to the continued human rights violations, particularly in the Uyghurs. (Sources: CNN, BBC, NBC)
- Lucy Holland, Editor-in-Chief

photos courtesy wikimedia commons

NEW VACCINE: New promising UTI vaccine soon to be tested by scientists.
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Mass shooting occurs at Oxford High School in Michigan
by Jordan Chan
Editorial Editor
A mass school shooting occurred Nov. 30 at
Oxford High School in Michigan when a 15-yearold high school sophomore shot 11 people, killing
four students and causing critical injuries to others.
Video evidence shows him attempting to lure
students out of a classroom and students fleeing out
a window.
Surrounding schools, students, and citizens
across the country have paid respects to the students
killed: 14-year-old Hana St. Juliana; 17-year-old
Madisyn Baldwin; 16-year-old Tate Myre, who died
on the way to the hospital in a patrol car; and
17-year-old Justin Shilling, who died the morning
after in the hospital. According to The Associated
Press, this was the deadliest school shooting since
Santa Fe in 2018.
The victims were athletes, artists, and exemplary
community members. Myre was a star on the football
team and an excellent student. Baldwin was an
artist with scholarships to multiple colleges. Juliana
was a kind-hearted basketball and volleyball player.

Shilling was a co-captain of the high school bowling
team who helped keep a local restaurant afloat.
The alleged perpetrator, Ethan Crumbley, faces
charges of one count of terrorism causing death,
seven counts of assault with the intent to murder,
12 counts of possession of a firearm, and four counts
of first-degree murder. He could face a life sentence
in prison if convicted. Oakland County Prosecutor
Karen McDonald charged the 15-year-old as an adult,
pursuant to the Michigan law stating that some
severe crimes, like first-degree murder, require that
the court treats teens as adults. Crumbley pleaded
not guilty to the charges against him.
County Sheriff Michael Bouchard stated that on
the morning of the crime, Crumbley’s parents came to
the school to discuss “behavior in the classroom that
was concerning.” A teacher had caught Crumbley
looking at ammunition on his phone, and Crumbley
drew a disturbing sketch of a seemingly bloody
corpse and a firearm. Crumbley’s mother allegedly
texted him, “LOL I’m not mad at you. You have to
learn not to get caught,” in response to messages
about the ammunition.

Through further investigation, the police found a
video the suspect recorded that talked about killing
his peers. Due to this “mountain of digital evidence,”
McDonald determined that the crime was “absolutely
premeditated…it isn’t even a close call.”
The prosecution has also charged both of Crumbley’s parents, James and Jennifer Crumbley, with
four counts of involuntary manslaughter. They have
both pleaded not guilty. E. Crumbley attacked the
school with a nine-millimeter Sig Sauer semiautomatic handgun that his father bought on Nov. 16,
his mother calling it her son’s “Christmas present.”
Charges against teen shooters’ parents are rare in
such cases, although popular with gun control advocates who posit that fewer school shootings would
occur if students could not access their parents’
firearms. McDonald stated that firearm owners who
do not secure their weapons, especially in cases
with young people like Crumbley, “should and will
be held accountable.”
James and Jennifer Crumbley did not show up for
their court arraignment on Friday, Dec. 3. Despite
their lawyer’s claim that they left town “for their

own safety,” the U.S. Marshals Service released
“wanted posters” and offered a reward of 10,000
dollars for information that would lead to their
arrest. The police arrested both parents in Detroit
the following morning. The judge involved in this
case set their bonds at 500,000 dollars each. Their
lawyer later stated that their absence had to do with
miscommunication.
(Sources: AP, NY Times, Washington Post, USA Today,
Reuters, The Hill, CNN, NPR, BBC)

to make staff cuts in 2019, according to a New York
Times report that year.
The program’s financial problems seem to have
sparked another scandal in the School of Social
Work, with former Dean Marilyn Louise Flynn and
Los Angeles City Councilman Mark Ridley-Thomas
indicted for over 20 criminal counts that included
bribery and conspiracy. Their conspiracy is suspected
to have included Flynn giving Ridley-Thomas’s son
admittance into the master’s program with a fulltuition scholarship and a paid professorship. In
return, Ridley-Thomas is accused of steering county
contracts to the USC School of Social Work to assist
with the multimillion-dollar deficit threatening
Flynn’s dean position and the school’s reputation.
The USC School of Social Work also offered favors to
the U.S. Representative Karen Bass, whose district
includes the university, by giving her a full scholarship to the master’s program.
The Suzanne Dworak-Peck School of Social Work
has stated they’ve made changes to the program over
the past three years to address the concerns brought
up in the reports, including decreasing the tuition
by 25 percent to 84,000 dollars.
USC is not the only institution that sees the
profits that could be made in master’s programs due
to large federal loans for such programs. Numerous

highly-ranked universities charge extraordinarily
high tuition rates that students are unlikely to
be able to pay back even after graduating with a
master’s degree, leaving taxpayers to deal with the
consequences.
(Sources: NY Times, LA Times, The Wall Street Journal)

courtesy Times Union

OXFORD MOURNS: The shooting impacted countless lives.

Report reveals new USC School of Social Work scandal
by Jackie King
Editor-in-Chief
After years of being involved in scandals, the
fall of 2021 has exposed an issue in yet another
part of The University of Southern California (USC).
This time, the USC Suzanne Dworak-Peck School of
Social Work is under fire.
Over a decade ago, USC partnered with 2U, Inc.,
a for-profit company, to assist the university with
developing an online social work master’s program
and recruit students. Despite over 10 years of work,
the program graduates have some of the highest debt
and lowest earnings of all USC graduate schools. With
a median income of 112,000 dollars, but a yearly
income of 52,000 even two years after graduating,
graduates of the Suzanne Dworak-Peck School of
Social Work consistently struggle despite earning a
master’s from one of the highest-ranked universities
in the nation.
In a deep dive into why this was occurring, the
Wall Street Journal reported that USC, with the
help of 2U, Inc., created degrading descriptions of
the ideal potential student, employing techniques
aimed to recruit low-income students of color to the
program, as well as students with low grades to meet
registration goals. This use of racial and income profiles to select and target potential students caused

courtesy Associated Press

ETHICS 101: USC faces criticism for profiling applicants.

the program to boom, but graduates’ significant
debts tarnished its reputation.
However, it is not only master’s graduates who
face repercussions from the program’s infamy.
Despite the online format that the university
expected to bring in more profits due to the fact that
they didn’t have to provide housing or classrooms,
their agreement with 2U forced USC to give the
company 60 percent of the university’s profits. This
left USC with major budget distress, forcing them

courtesy flickr

IRONIC OFFENDER: The School of Social Work is culpable.

Wisconsin man drives into crowd at Christmas parade
by Michaela Thimot
Culture Editor
In Waukesha, WI, on Sun. Nov. 21, a 39-year-old Wisconsin man
was arrested and charged with six counts of first-degree intentional
homicide after driving an SUV into a crowd of people at a Christmas
parade. The suspect, Darrell Brooks, was held in jail for 10 days
following the incident, during which over 40 other people were
injured as well. The victims range in age from 8 to 81.
If Brooks is found guilty, he could face five consecutive life
sentences. He is currently being held on a five million dollar bond.
Prior to the incident, Brooks was found at the scene of an altercation with a knife, but as soon as police arrived he sped away
in the same car he used to plow through the parade. The officers
followed him, but reported they were not chasing him when he
arrived at the parade.
Officers unsuccessfully attempted to stop the vehicle when it
first entered the parade. One officer stood in front of the hood of the
car — when it was still moving at a slower speed — and yelled at
him to stop. When his attempts failed, another officer fired multiple
rounds at Brooks as he began to speed up. Bystanders watched as
the car hit multiple victims, moving in a zigzag motion as Brooks
made his way through the parade. Once he reached the end of the

parade, Brooks drove to a nearby house and begged the owner to assist performances, antique cars, floats, and much more. Following the
him in finding a ride to flee the scene. Minutes later, the cops showed parade, school was cancelled on Mon. Nov. 22 in the Waukesha
up and arrested Brooks.
district and flags were flown at half-staff in honor of the lives lost.
A witness explained, “As I continued to watch the SUV, it continued (Sources: Washington Post, CNN, NY Times)
to drive in a zigzag motion. It was like the SUV was trying to avoid
vehicles, not people. There was no attempt made by the vehicle to
stop, much less slow down.” Eleven adults and twelve children were
transported to local hospitals once paramedics arrived, and the rest of
the victims were taken by friends and family.
Since the 1990’s, Brooks has been in and out of jail for a variety of
crimes, including battery and domestic abuse. The incident occurred
shortly after he was released from jail for intentionally running over a
woman he knew with a different car.
Although the motive is still unknown, Brooks’ mother described
in a letter how mental health issues have affected his life drastically.
“So many like Darrell that have fallen through the cracks because of
BEST OF THE BEST: Brown put up record setting numbers as a Steeler before being traded to the Raiders.
a broken system that no one cared to address, can get the help they
so desperately need,” she wrote. While he was previously receiving
courtesy flickr
counseling and medication for his mental health issues, he had not
been able to pay for this treatment since adulthood.
courtesy Milwaukee County Sheriff’s Office
The parade, which was a Christmas celebration, was an annual event
cherished by Waukesha residents. The event included music, live band BACK BEHIND BARS: Brooks is no stranger to facing the judicial process.

News-in-Brief: Lunar eclipse and backsliding democracy
Lunar eclipse dazzles viewers: On Nov. 19,
stargazers around the world witnessed the longest
partial lunar eclipse in 580 years. The partial
eclipse could be seen from locations in North
America, South America, eastern Australia, northeastern Asia, and Polynesia. At the eclipse’s climax,
the Earth’s shadow covered about 97 percent of
the moon, creating an extremely “deep” partial
eclipse. This means that the moon was positioned
in almost the darkest part of the Earth’s shadow. It
lasted for approximately three hours, 28 minutes,
and 23 seconds, and will remain the longest partial
lunar eclipse for the next 648 years. However, NASA
expects a longer total lunar eclipse to occur on
Nov. 8, 2022. (Source: NASA)
- by Marissa Hein, Graphics Editor

Demoracy in the U.S. faces challenges: For
the first time, the International Institute for
Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA) has
declared the United States to be a backsliding
democracy. Reportedly, the “backsliding episode” started in 2019, although researchers have
noticed signs since 2016 and earlier. This new title
comes as a result of political parties’ increasing
polarization and the pandemic, which notably
worsened hate crimes. IDEA ranks the statuses
using 28 indicators based on five core pillars:
representative government, fundamental rights,
checks on government, impartial administration,
and participatory engagement. (Sources: NPR,
US News)
- by Elena Rexach, Public Relations Manager

Confusing events occur in Swedish government:
Magdalena Andersson, Sweden’s first female prime
minister, resigned just 12 hours after being elected
into office. Andersson represents the Social Democratic
Party of Sweden, which is currently trying to
form a new Swedish government. Her sudden
resignation came as the result of the Green Party
(the Social Democratic Party’s junior coalition partner) pulling out of the newly-proposed government.
As is conventional in Sweden, the prime minister resigns after a coalition partner leaves the
government. However, Andersson soon returned to
her government just a few days after her sudden
departure, due to her reelection by Swedish lawmakers. (Sources: CNN, BBC)
- by Esha Bagora, Humor Editor		

Assisted suicide becomes viable: Switzerland has
just approved a “suicide capsule,” engineered by
Sarco, an innovative, new method of assisted suicide.
Assisted suicides, which are usually done using a
chemical substance to induce a coma, are legal in the
Netherlands, Germany, Belgium, Luxemborg, Sweden
and Canada. The Sarco Suicide Pod is a 3D-printed
capsule, meant to be easily movable. In order to
access such services, participants must answer a
survey proving they have autonomy, and only after
that will officials give them the access code and
information of the pod. The killing mechanism
works by flooding the pod with nitrogen, inducing
a disoriented or euphoric feeling as patients peacefully suffocate. (Sources: Business Insider, Gizmodo)
- by Elena Rexach, Public Relations Manager
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New COVID-19 variant, Omicron, causes travel bans
by Sidney Bricker and Trent Bartlett
News Editor and National/World Editor
In the first days of December, four U.S. states
— California, Minnesota, New York, and Colorado
— reported new cases of the recently discovered
Omicron variant of coronavirus. On Dec. 2, Minnesota, New York, and Colorado health officials
reported cases of the new, highly-mutated variant, just one day after the Omicron variant of
COVID-19 was discovered in San Francisco.

courtesy pixabay

NEW VARIANT: Positive test for the new Omicron strain.

South Africa, one of the first countries to identify a case of Omicron, saw a significant increase in
infections in recent weeks. Despite rising infection
rates, the country noted that Omicron does not
appear to be causing worse symptoms than the
other common variants.
The majority of new cases outside of Africa
have not been severe, including the first U.S. case
in Northern California. However, health officials
continue to warn that determining the true risk of
hospitalization or death will take weeks. If severe
cases from Omicron are as common as they are from
Delta, hundreds of cases must be identified before
seeing patients with complications. Because of
its sudden appearance and quick spread, officials
have not yet had enough time to study the variant
to determine just how concerning it is. However,
according to Dr. Anthony Fauci, who spoke to
President Biden on Nov. 28, “it will take approximately two more weeks to have more definitive
information on transmissibility, severity and other
characteristics of the variant.”

While scientists continue to monitor the Omicron variant, countries worldwide have taken
action towards slowing the spread of the variant.
For example, when news of Omicron came out, the
president of the European Union Andrea Ammon
said that “non-pharmaceutical interventions is
now more important than ever.” In addition, Dr.
Ammon referred to the potential necessity of a
travel ban from South Africa and other countries
that reported Omicron cases.
After Ammon released her statement, the
United Kingdom quickly implemented a travel ban
on seven African countries, including South Africa,
Botswana, Namibia, Lesotho, Zimbabwe, Swaziland, and Mozambique. Countries in the European
Union quickly followed in the U.K.’s footsteps and
implemented the same ban, including Hong Kong
and other countries that reported cases. President
Biden also followed suit by implementing a similar
ban and urged fellow Americans to get vaccinated
to stop the spread of Omicron in America. As of Dec.
6, 42 countries have travel bans in place.

The travel bans are still in place as Christmas
holidays roll around, but the European Union
said health experts would review the travel bans
on Tues. Dec. 7, after civilians and governments
expressed outrage over the ban. America has
also expressed interest in raising the travel ban
after Doctor Fauci said, “Hopefully [the ban] will
be lifted.”
(Sources: BBC, NY Times, NBC, EDBC, CNN)

courtesy flickr

CLOSE MONITORING: Scientists look at Omicron in a lab.

Venezuela fights high inflation Tensions rise at the border
by Sonali Muthukrishnan
Editor-in-Chief
With the use of the dollar rather than the
bolívar, Venezulan President Nicholas Maduro has
instituted fragile economic stability following
years of hyperinflation in Venezuela. The use of
foreign currency has allowed dying industries to
regain footing in the country, sending it back on
the road to prosperity. The percentage of inflation
has steeply decreased each month since April,
but economists warn that the economy’s stability
is troubling.
Critical economists decry “crony capitalism,”
a term that defines an economic system in which
businesses thrive due to collusion between the
business leaders and political figures in the country. Many blamed Maduro for the rising inflation
due to poor choices surrounding the country’s
financial budget. At the height of the country’s
hyperinflation, the social, political, and economic
crises continued to worsen. The prices of Venezuelan
goods spun out of control and were only accessible
to a fraction of society.
Venezuela’s socialist government, run by
Maduro, also attempted to curb the inflation by
restricting transactions in dollars to revalue the
bolívar that inflation had obliterated. This August,
the government turned to eliminating six zeros
off the bolívar, creating new bills in October to
aid citizens. The one million bolívar note was the
currency’s largest denomination at the time, worth
roughly a US quarter. Without other measures,
economists stated that this would have little effect
on the erosion of the bolívar’s value. Maduro had
cut zeros previously, three in 2008 and five more
in 2018, with both failing to solve the larger issue
of inflation. Another tactic Maduro turned to was
multiplying the country’s official minimum wage;
this proved to be futile once again as it amounted
to about two dollars with adjustment.

The persisting inflation created food shortages
that left markets with a lack of supply to fulfill
the overwhelming demand for years. Venezuelans
who only had access to the local bolívars were
stuck with a currency that’s value continued to
evaporate, leaving them unable to afford basic
necessities. Many Venezuelans relied heavily on
the semi-monthly box of goods, heavily subsidized
by the government, that contained food supplies
like corn flour, oil, sugar, pasta, and beans. More
than five million people have fled from Venezuela
in the past seven years.
The government gave up on the dollar restriction two years ago, in 2019, marking a turning
point for the country’s economy. Since June,
businesses conducted 70 percent of all Venezuela’s
transactions in dollars. Many Venezuelan immigrants send money to their families back home,
giving them the means of affording food and
other necessities in the recovering economy. The
dollarized Venezuelan economy is still not immune
to hyperinflation, and with prices continuing to
rise many citizens cannot afford what they need.
While the Venezeulan economy is improving with
dollarization, economists warn that this stability
could be temporary.
(Sources: ABC, CNBC, NY Times)

by Ella Marrufo
National/World Editor
For most people, reproducing robots seems like
something straight out of The Terminator. However,
xenobots — millimeter sized robots formed from
frogs’ stem cells — are now very real and no longer
something out of a dystopian Hollywood film. In an
interview with CNN, a computer scientist from the
University of Vermont Josh Bongard stated, “Most
people think of robots as made of metals and ceramics, but it’s not so much what a robot is made from
but what it does, which is act on its own on behalf
of people.” Though these microscopic beings aren’t
a typical robot in either appearance or behavior,
they have revolutionized the industry all the same.
Perhaps one of the strangest things about xenobots is their makeup — named from the African
clawed frog (Xenopus), they get their attributes
from unmodified frog genes. Extracted from growing
frogs, tiny clumps of 4,000 to 6,000 cells begin to
form themselves into spheres and eventually have
the ability to reproduce and self-heal. CNN interviewee and biologist at Tufts University said, “Frogs
have a way of reproducing that they normally use
but when you...liberate [the cells] from the rest of

the embryo and you give them a chance to figure out
how to be in a new environment, not only do they
figure out a new way to move, but they also figure
out apparently a new way to reproduce.”

courtesy flickr

EYES UP: Maduro meets with foreign leaders in Venezuela.

by Matthew Fehr
National/World Editor
A growing Russian military presence along the
Ukraine border suggests an invasion may occur
within months, according to U.S. intelligence
findings. The approximately 175,000 troops now
stationed along the border — along with heavy
armor, artillery, new supply lines, and other
equipment — are the latest developments in a
months-long escalation of Russian aggression.
The report suggests that Russian media disinformation has recently increased in an attempt
to paint Ukraine and the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization as enemies of the country. An anonymous administration official further revealed that
“recent information also indicates that Russian
officials proposed adjusting Russia’s information
operations against Ukraine to emphasize the narrative that Ukrainian leaders had been installed
by the West, harbored a hatred for the ‘Russian
world,’ and were acting against the interest of the
Ukrainian people.”
In response to the Russian buildup, President Joe Biden said that he would make it
“very, very difficult” for any military action
to be taken against Ukraine, and that the U.S.
would implement “the most comprehensive and
meaningful set of initiatives” to prevent such
an attack. A National Security Council spokesperson emphasized that “the United States does
not seek conflict, and the best way to avert a
crisis and a negative spiral in the broader
relationship is through diplomacy and de-escalation.” White House Press Secretary Jen
Psaki announced on Dec. 4 that President Biden and Russian President Vladimir
Putin will be holding a secure video conference on Dec. 7, in which Biden will
“reaffirm the United States’ support for the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine.”

Speaking in Parliament on Dec. 3, the Defense
Minister of Ukraine said that Russia is using waves of
military buildups as a tactic, stationing troops near
the Ukrainian border temporarily before withdrawing them to their permanent bases while leaving
the equipment behind. This approach reduces the
time needed for deployment. While it is still unclear
exactly what Putin’s plans are — intelligence does
not show that he has committed to an invasion —
the potential for such an attack is enough to keep
Ukraine wary, as experts say that its military would
prove insufficient against a Russian offensive. Those
fears are not unfounded; along with the current
military buildup, Putin annexed the Crimean Peninsula in 2014 and has long supported a pro-Russian
separatist movement in Ukraine.
Still, while Russia continues to bolster its
presence along the Russia-Ukraine frontier, U.S.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken and other U.S.
officials are consulting with European allies to come
up with retaliatory action against potential Russian
aggression. According to Blinken, the U.S. would
respond with “high-impact economic measures
that we’ve refrained from taking in the past,” but
did not elaborate further. Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov seemingly dismissed the threat after
meeting with Blinken, noting that U.S. sanctions
against Russia are nothing new.
(Sources: CNN, NY Times)

inside its mouth, and in a few days a brand new
xenobot would arise. Researchers also discovered
that xenobots in the shape of a “Pacman” affect
the speed of reproduction; Bongard clarified the
strange shape’s purpose, saying, “The shape is, in
essence, the program. The shape influences how
the xenobots behave to amplify this incredibly
surprising process.”
Tufts, Harvard, and University of Vermont
researchers believe that xenobots “could be programmed to perform useful functions such as finding
cancer cells in the human body or trapping harmful
microplastics in the ocean.” However, others do not
find this new discovery to be beneficial, but rather
unethical. Many expressed their concerns with the
possibility that using living creatures could backfire. Nevertheless, it has been proven that these
xenobots cannot go out, reproduce on their own,
and overtake the entire population, but rather that
they have to first be fed raw materials, making the
idea virtually impossible.
Scientists hope the xenobots’ abilities can be
used for the good of humanity, though they do
not currently have many practical uses considering
their young technology. Doug Blackiston, co-author

of a study on xenobots, tells NPR, “This is really a
first step [but] … If we could program these better,
maybe they can selectively pick up and move specific
cell types that we want or help us shape something
that we’re building in a dish for regenerative medicine.” It is not out of the realm of possibility to
say that sometime in the near future humans will
be hearing a lot more about these revolutionary
reproductive robots.
(Sources: NPR, Smithsonian Magazine, CNN,
Science News)

courtesy flickr

BATTLE SCENE: Russia-Ukraine border before the conflicts.

Microscopic robots start reproducing after breakthrough

courtesy flickr

WILLIAMS HALL: The first building to host Xenobots.

Originally, xenobots were not nearly as good at
reproducing as they are now. Bongard claimed their
reproduction at first only “happened rarely and
only in specific circumstances.” After some experimentation with the help of artificial intelligence,
researchers found that a single parent cell could
find hundreds of tiny stem cells, gather those cells

courtesy wikimedia commons

REPRODUCED ROBOT: Microscopic Xenopus alive and well.
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LG should embrace sustainability in the gifting season

by Jackie King and Elena Rexach
Editor-in-Chief and Public Relations Manager
United States residents throw out 25 percent
more waste between Thanksgiving and New Year’s
Day than during any other period of the year, with
one million extra tons per week heading to dumps
each holiday season. Buying meaningless, ephemeral
gifts for friends and family only adds to this enormous amount of waste; it is crucial for individuals
to invest in sustainable gifts if they have the means
to. According to CNBC, high-income Americans buy
and waste more than less affluent people during
the holiday season, so the wealthy population in
particular must begin thinking more about how their
purchases affect the world around them. Given that
the town of Los Gatos is one of the most affluent
towns in California, it is important that we invest
in sustainable or locally-bought gifts this holiday
season, holding ourselves accountable.
Each year, Americans spend an
estimated 15.2 billion
dollars on holiday gifts
that end up in landfills. Though 34 percent
of Americans plan to return
gifts they receive, returning
unwanted gifts is an ineffective solution as retailers
do not re-sell 90 percent of
all holiday returns. In 2020,
online holiday shopping returns
alone produced five billion tons of
landfill waste — releasing the same
amount of carbon dioxide as three
million cars driving for one year. Consumers must take more responsibility in
making ethical decisions about what
we purchase and give to others.
Another contributor to high
amounts of waste is consumer
attitudes during the holidays,
particularly the attitudes of consumers in wealthy areas. Holiday spending plans continue on an upward trend,
as they have for decades;
however, this increase is
not the fault of most American
residents. Steve Barr, a consumer market
retail leader, told NBC News that “almost all of
[holiday spending] growth is in the upper income

levels,” with Americans in household incomes of
between 100,000 and 160,000 dollars planning
to increase their holiday-season spending on
gifts by 15 percent this coming year. The town
of Los Gatos falls at the upper end of this
range, with a median household income of
155,863 dollars, meaning we are in the
exact demographic Barr discusses.
To effectively combat overbuying, high-income consumers
should embrace a key part of sustainability: buying goods that will last a
long time. The holidays often override
this instinct, so taking a moment to
evaluate the true purpose of a gift
and avoid buying items merely to
take up space is crucial. Furthermore, communicate with the
gift receiver to find out what
they actually want instead of buying

many meaningless gifts, and abstain from buying
things for the sake of buying things. Holidays
are a great time to give gifts to people you care
about, but presents lose their meaning when
they are unnecessary, unwanted trinkets.
There are plenty of simple ways
people can reduce gift-related waste
during the holiday season. One strategy is to buy low-waste gifts for
your friends and family. These can
include trips, handmade items, tickets, memberships, subscriptions, gifts
to the environment like planting
a garden, and more. One rule of
thumb to ensure a present is sustainable is to give gifts of experiences — concerts, hikes, etc.
Another accessible method
to shop sustainably is to support small local businesses in your
area. Corporations like Amazon are
a huge contributor to yearly
waste disposal, so traveling
to your nearest small businesses for durable presents
is a perfect way to reduce
holiday waste. Downtown Los Gatos is full
of quaint and sustainable shops that provide ethically
sourced holiday gift options.

hen

N. C

Redemption is a “lifestyle boutique” located on
North Santa Cruz Ave. that was founded by two local
California residents whose “passions for shopping
local, quality handcrafted goods, and minimizing
[their] footprint” inspired them to focus on sustainability. All of their products “are designed and made
in California with a focus on sustainable and ethical
production,” making Redemption a perfect place to
spend money this holiday season.
Another great local option is Azuca, located in
the heart of downtown Los Gatos on Main Street.
Classifying themselves as an art, jewelry, and “whimsical gift” store, Azuca sells a variety of works by
independent artists and showcases everything from
crystal necklaces to chess sets. Any purchase here
directly supports a small business, giving back to
the independent artists and making it an ethical
and enjoyable shopping experience.
Many new ethically sourced online businesses
have also demonstrated that it is possible to make
smart shopping decisions without sacrificing convenience. The online store Ten Thousand Villages (TTV)
gives “makers,” the creators of the products (mostly
in developing countries), a place to sell their creations to consumers all over the world. TTV ensures
adequate compensation for their makers, factoring
in profit and fair wage into all of their prices, paying
the makers half of their money upfront to ensure
ethical raw materials and production, and paying
in full before exporting the good, accepting all of
the risk to ensure they do not burden the makers.
After last year’s holiday season amidst shelterin-place restrictions, Los Gatos residents are excited
to recover old traditions of exchanging gifts with
their loved ones this coming holiday season. However, it is important that we stay aware of the impact
of our purchases. It is much easier than many think
to shop sustainably, especially in such an affluent town. Be sure to consider local or sustainable
options before immediately defaulting to Amazon,
or other large corporations. It is crucial that we put
thought into the gifts we give, considering their
quality, durability, and meaningfulness
rather than hastily adding something
to the cart. Be sure to have a happy
holiday season, but keep in mind how
each purchase you make affects the world
around you.
(Sources: USA Today, CNBC, Finder, Stanford EDU,
MarketWatch, CBS News, Optoro, Shop Redemption,
Mosaic, Azuca, NBC)
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Rittenhouse trial reveals problems in judicial system
by Sonali Muthukrishnan
Editor-in-Chief

On Nov. 19, a Kenosha County
jury deemed Kyle Rittenhouse not
guilty. Last year, in Kenosha, WI,
the then 17-year-old shot three
people, killing Joseph Rosenbaum and Anthony Huber,
as well as wounding Gaige
Grosskreutz. While I don’t
agree with the decision made in this case, there
is a larger issue that needs to be addressed: the
system’s lack of protection against bias. This
same story plays out time and time again: White
people simply do not get the same judicial treatment that people of color, particularly Black
people, do. It is important that we acknowledge
these mistakes so that we can address them and fix
our judicial system going forward.
First of all, the court did not sequester the jury
in this case. Typically, in high-profile cases like the
Rittenhouse case, the court sequesters the jury —
keeping them isolated from the public to make sure

that the media cannot affect their personal opinions on the case.
Because the court did not sequester the jury, it is possible that
outside sources affected the verdict of not guilty.
Secondly, the jury of 20 people presiding over this case included a single
person of color. Our implicit biases, or
our unconscious feelings about things
in
like race, gender, or sexuality, are dicM. He
tated by personal experiences. Without
a diverse jury, the case’s holding did not
reflect the perspectives of all individuals, and in a case like
this — in which racial bias is important to avoid because
the potential crime took place during a Black Lives Matter
rally — the court should not have overlooked this crucial
diversity in thought.
Judge Bruce Schroeder was clearly biased in the Rittenhouse case. He ruled that the prosecution counsel
could not refer to those Rittenhouse shot as “victims,”
but the defense counsel could refer to them as “arsonists” and “rioters.” Allowing these terms let the defense
paint the picture that those hurt and killed were actually
dangerous, pushing a bias into the minds of the jurors.
Decisions like these are clearly biased towards one side

and political view. A higher authority should have held Judge Schroeder
accountable, taking him off of the case when he made his bias clear.
Racial disparities in the judicial system are clear. For example, the
2004 case of 16-year-old Cyntoia Brown, though similar to the People
v. Rittenhouse, had a very different outcome. As NBC reported, Brown
shot and killed Johnny Mitchell Allen in Nashville, TN, when she saw
him reaching for what she thought was a gun. Brown and her counsel
pleaded self-defense, but prosecutors charged her with murder, arguing
that she attempted to rob him. Brown was underage, but the court
charged her as an adult, sentencing her to life in prison. In both of
these cases the underage defendants shot and killed people because
they believed they were going to be fatally harmed, and yet these cases
have hugely different outcomes. There is clearly a double standard when
it comes to White people versus people of color in court.
I point out these issues to make the point that our judicial system
needs to change. Right now, our implicit biases greatly affect the legal
system. It is problematic that our country’s overly-politicized cases
do not have impartial proceedings. Our justice system is supposed to
be neutral; we are meant to see both sides equally in the courtroom.
All people, regardless of their skin color, should be treated equally,
and the Rittenhouse case shows us just how much more work is still
left for us to do.
(Sources: NPR, Chicago Tribune, NBC)

Don’t buy animals as gifts Support feminine choices
by Esha Bagora
Humor Editor

The opening scene of
The Lady and The Tramp
(1955) is one of the most
idolized and aesthetic
scenes in Disney’s filmmaking history. It depicts
Elizabeth Darling opening
a pink-and-white striped
hat box to reveal Lady, a gorgeous American
Cocker Spaniel, inside. Contrary to what often
happens in real life, Disney’s Elizabeth Darling is
content with her gift and treasures her new pet.
In the real world, after the holidays, many
new pets are abandoned or neglected
in shelters — causing an influx of
pets leading to most of them,
unfortunately, being euthanized. People shouldn’t give
pets as gifts during Christmas or at any other time. Pets
are a lifetime commitment
and companions that should
not be sprung on someone.
Maybe it’s the holiday spirit
that makes people’s minds foggy,
but in the weeks prior to Christ- N. Chen
mas, animal shelters and adoption centers around
the world see a tremendous increase in the number
of adoptions. Immediately after the holiday season,
however, a flood of animals are returned. According
to People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, dog
shelters in Fargo, ND, receive over 700 dogs the day
after Christmas each year. In many cases, shelters
are forced to euthanize the additional pets. Rather
than taking them back to the shelter, some owners
even abandon pets and dump them in the cold

streets, risking infection, disease, malnutrition,
and many other medical issues. Such abandonment
can lead to behavioral problems and psychological
scarring in these pets.
Furthermore, pets are a huge financial commitment. The American Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals estimates that within the first
year of owning a cat or dog, it can cost the owner
upwards of 1,000 dollars. The American Kennel
Club says the average cost of the first year is 3,085
dollars. Insurance, supplies, food, bedding, toys,
collars, leashes, and the equipment needed to
take care of a newborn animal are similar to what’s
necessary for a new child.
In fact, the holiday season is not the best
time to bring a new pet into your home.
The stretch between Christmas and New
Year’s is hectic for most. With people
coming and going from your home,
preparation for holiday parties and
gift exchanges — you can get
really busy. The first few weeks of
introducing a pet into your home
and life are essential in forming
an emotional connection with
your pet, training them, and
truly integrating them into your
lives. Leaving a new puppy or kitten
alone can lead to the new pet feeling anxiety and
stress, or the destruction of your furniture.
When buying your friends and family gifts this
holiday season, don’t get them a pet. Not only are
you going to potentially cause problems for them,
but also for the animals and shelters. If you’re looking to give someone the same level of excitement
as a dog on Christmas would, consider getting them
a TV. Same price, same reaction, fewer problems.
(Sources: PETA, ASPCA, AKC, The Dodo)

by Sarah Gouldrup
People Editor

Recently, videos
about “unlearning
the male gaze” have
become more and more
frequent on TikTok.
Girls are sharing before
and after photos of
themselves when they
dress to satisfy men, versus wearing clothes for
their own happiness. While positive
and empowering in theory, the
trend has turned into a way to
shame other women for choosing to dress in certain clothing
styles. Unlearning the male
gaze occurs in different forms
and in various aspects of life,
and it is incredibly counterproductive to condemn
women for how they choose to
N. Chen
reclaim their femininity.
The male gaze is men’s perception of women
as objects to serve the male population. Since the
women who attract male attention in different
media forms are often dressed in revealing or what
one might describe as “basic” clothes, these styles
have adopted a stereotype. Many women have
begun to reject this girlier and revealing style,
but also shame those who continue to wear it
because they believe that this will allow them to
completely eliminate the male gaze.
The vilification of certain articles of clothing
ignores the larger point of this issue. Instead
of coming together to embrace the diversity in
femininity, women are actively encouraging a
division between those who “search” for male

attention, and those who don’t. For example, a
girl who chooses to wear a short skirt or clothes
defined as basic, like Lululemon leggings and
Brandy Melville tops, is immediately labeled as
someone who is dressing to satisfy the male gaze.
Women have become so eager to shed this label
that they push beyond avoiding those clothing
pieces, putting down those who still partake in
that specific style. Abolishing the male gaze is
the end goal, and there are many other, more
supportive ways that TikTok creators and active
members of society can do this.
In our patriarchal society, the only way to
eliminate the male gaze is to actively support women, no matter how they choose
to dress and go about this process. We
need to be understanding of one another
because it is incredibly difficult to re-learn
something that you have been taught to
do since you were a child, especially
because the male gaze is everywhere
in modern media. Even though it may
seem like avoiding clothing characterized to
satisfy men is the only way to renounce the male
gaze, it isn’t fair to expect people to do this.
Despite seeming like a facile way to reject the
male gaze, dressing in a manner that makes you,
and you alone, feel confident and comfortable is
one of the most effective steps you can take. The
male gaze didn’t originate from women dressing
a certain way to appeal to men, but it stemmed
from male sexualization of particular outfits we
wear. Standing up to female sexualization includes
stripping revealing, girly, or basic clothes of their
stereotypes, so that women can wear whatever
they want without criticism from anyone.
(Sources: Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy,
Cambridge Scholars of Publishing)

United States should improve high speed rail system
by Matthew Fehr

National/World Editor

Public transportation in the United States
is not sufficient. High speed rail (HSR) is
especially lacking, and, in a country that
traditionally prides itself on being a global
leader in technology, its absence is
puzzling — at least,
at first glance. The
unfortunate reality is that America’s existing infrastructure, along with its obsession with
cars and unwillingness to embrace
change, has made the implementation of a proper nationwide rail
system hard to imagine. But that
doesn’t mean we shouldn’t try.
To be clear, HSR systems
are not new. Although talk
and construction of new HSR
lines has increased in recent
years, the first completed system
began operating in Japan in 1964
— 57 years ago. Although it may be
surprising to hear, the United States

was actually one of the earliest adopters of HSR. The now-defunct
Metroliner service began operations between Washington, D.C.
and New York City in 1969, its cars reaching a top speed of 125
miles per hour. Amtrak replaced the line with the slightly faster
Acela Express in 2000, which can reach a top speed of 150 miles
per hour. Despite its success, further projects failed to advance as
the United States focused on expanding its interstate
highway system over HSR.
The benefits of HSR lines are numerous and would positively impact
several aspects of the American
economy. First, and perhaps most obviously,
construction
wo r ke rs a re
necessary to
build the lines.
According to the
American Public Transhen
portation Association (APTA),
N. C
a nonprofit group that promotes
the interests of the public transportation
industry, every one billion dollars in investments
towards lines would create 24,000 jobs. APTA lists
increased economic activity, a reduction in road congestion,

lower reliance on foreign oil, and the simple addition of more transportation options as additional benefits.
Travelling by rail is also far safer than automobiles — car accidents kill
roughly 43,000 people every year in America alone, according to Global
Railway Review. When compared to the zero deaths caused by Japan’s
high speed rail, a system which has transported over 10 billion passengers
since its inception, the difference is staggering. Another benefit is the
environmental impact. American dependency on cars and air travel is
extremely harmful to the climate. In fact, the EPA lists transportation
as the largest greenhouse gas emitter in the United States, accounting
for roughly 29 percent of all emissions. Conversely, HRS could leave no
carbon footprint if implemented correctly.
Yes, the cost of implementing a comprehensive, nationwide high
speed rail system will be expensive, and it will take time, but the positive effect it will have is worth the investment and commitment. After
signing the High-Speed Ground Transportation Act of 1965, President
Johnson said, “We have airplanes which fly three times faster than
sound. We have television cameras that are orbiting Mars. But we have
the same tired and inadequate mass transportation between our towns
and cities that we had 30 years ago.” Our leaders recognized the need
to update this country’s transportation infrastructure 56 years ago. And
yet, they have done almost nothing since then. It’s time America finally
embraces high speed rail.
(Sources: American Public Transportation Association, Global Railway
Review, EPA)
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Avoid representing Playboy and its harmful history
by Alia Arafeh and Sonali Muthukrishnan
Opinion Editor and Editor-in-Chief
As Halloween passed, we noticed
the recurring theme of Playboy clothing
and costumes among teenagers. Outfits
included Pacsun clothing lines with Playboy insignias, Playboy bunny costumes,
and references to the Playboy Mansion
and magazines. Although plentiful, they
should not be. The Playboy brand evolved
through the abuse and mistreatment of
young women; as such, we should avoid
casual references to Playboy magazine
at all costs.
Loaded with a dark history filled with
sexual assault, mistreatment of workers,
and the exploitation of young women, the
Playboy mansion and Hugh Hefner, the
founder of Playboy magazine, do not deserve the forgiving reputation the public has granted them. Award-winning journalist Gloria
Steinem infiltrated and exposed the mistreatment of young women
within the mansion during the 1960s. Hefner forced women to wear
clothing that was too small and paid them unfair wages, as well as

purposely hiring young, uneducated women who did not have the
means to defend themselves against him. Many bunnies prioritized
keeping a job and staying out of poverty over their physical and
mental well-being because they were unaware of their own rights
in terms of workplace harassment. According to Steinem’s reports
Hefner lured women in with the promise of a waitressing job in
a skimpy outfit, then forced them to participate in sexual acts in
order to keep their job.
Hefner himself was involved in countless controversies, including
many rape allegations. Though the media
idolizes him, he is not someone to
admire. He supported Bill Cosby
despite the allegations against
Cosby, was a misogynist, and
known to be controlling and
manipulative. In addition,
Hefner even featured a nude
10-year-old child in a 1975
Playboy publication. Women
have come forward accusing
him of drugging them, and
M. Hein
some claimed he pimped them
out to friends.

We must do our part to dismantle rape culture, which includes
lessening the popularity of abusive brands like Playboy. Hefner and
Playboy do not deserve additional royalties after they mistreated
many young women, and consumers should make sure to avoid
normalizing workplace harassment in this capacity. We need to be
mindful of what we are popularizing, and the Playboy brand does
not deserve that endorsement.
During Halloween, many people wore couples costumes in which
one person dressed as a Playboy bunny and the other as Hugh
Hefner. Essentially, dressing as Hugh Hefner means you are dressing like an accused rapist. This is not a romantic, aesthetic
costume; it’s simply disrespectful to the women he has
harmed and minimizes the fact that he was
a horrible human being. Many women suffered at the hands of Hefner, abused and
mistreated because they could not defend
themselves against someone like him,
who had the weight of a brand behind
him. Be mindful of what you are representing, and do not wear Playboy
en
insignias or costumes casually.
N. Ch
(Sources: International Business Time,
The Independent, Vice, Guardian)
M. Hein

Hold teen boys responsible Recognize harm in praise
by Emmy Morley
Media Production Editor

Adults and other men are not the only ones
perpetuating this idea. It seems to pop up the most
With age, I have among women of all ages. Our high standards for
started to notice the the men around us do not hold the same application
inequitable ways our to other women in our lives. If poor actions are
society interprets men’s unacceptable between two young female friends,
actions versus women’s. then when a teenage boy is involved, the standards
My previous experiences should be no different.
with being treated difThe practice of pardoning on the basis of gender
ferently because of seems like a small inequality, but telling young men
my gender had been the occasional mansplain, in their developmental years that they will not be
rude comment, or dig at my intelligence. It is held accountable because they are men is a slippery
worth noting that these moments are few and far slope. Every individual in our lives should rise to
between. It is important to me to say I have had our expectations of decency regardless of gender. If
a long history of positive interactions with men those expectations cannot be met, it is the fault of
that in no way weaponize my gender. However, I the individual, not their age or gender. If you can’t
have noticed a nuanced inequality that troubles reach my expectations, it is not my fault for setting
me. When it comes to emotional maturity, teen- my standard of decency too high, but instead your
age boys and teenage girls are not held to the
standard of self-accountability
same expectations.
being too low.
Take, for instance, a break-up. When interactWhen we see pardoning with friends who have separated from
ing, we need to call it out
significant others due to poor behavand question why we do
ior, the knee-jerk reaction of a
it. Asking the question,
listener is to respond with,
“Why is this behavior
“teenage boys are dumb” and
acceptable when he
or “what did you expect?”
does it, but not me?”
There’s a subtle societal
is an effective tool in
pardoning we give young
understanding this
men when their actions
discrepancy between
hurt another, particugender. Actions are actions. We should be able to
larly a young woman.
rely on the people with X and Y chromosomes in
We offer them grace
our lives without the concern that they will act
traced back to their
poorly because they have an abridged societal
immaturity, and
leash for unkind actions. Hold the men and
excuse the behavior
women in your lives to the same standards.
as a hallmark of the
Taking responsibility is a form of basic
N. Chen
teenage experience. I would offer this rebuttal: human decency, and pretending men and women
if I can see that actions of a male peer are not can’t behave the same due to gender, is just a
acceptable, he should be expected to meet me at careful cloak of sexism. Sexism is sexism, it doesn’t
that level of awareness, and be unable to use his need to be glaringly obvious to cause harm. I would
age or gender to negate responsibility. The “teen- argue in fact, that it is clandestine, covert sexism
age boy” label cannot be used as an excuse for is the form that causes the most damage, as it is
hurtful actions.
easily dismissed.

by Cara Davidson
Center Editor

To be unconventional
is to be unique and to
reject conformity towards
social stereotypes. Atypicality is not labeled as
ultimately beneficial or
detrimental; however, as
a society we have begun
to appreciate it. I value and respect those who
are bold enough to be their own person; however, abundant praise is not the correct way to
show appreciation of unorthodox expressions.
Overly praising unconventional choices takes
away from the very choice to be unique and
enforces stereotypes.
I’m sure everyone has seen Harry Styles’
unique fashion sense — or at least brushed
past a few articles about his “crazy outfits.”
Recently, it seems like Styles’ choice to wear
unconventional clothing is the most
groundbreaking thing that social
media has ever discovered. Is
it actually a crazy outfit, or
is it just shocking to some
people because he is a
man? It’s only extraordinary because of the
media’s preconceived
notions about how
men “should” dress.
Praising Harry Styles
for wearing blouses and painting his nails insinuates that it is
strange for males to want to dress
in stereotypically feminine clothing, enhancing gendered views of
expression. At the very root of the
problem, it furthers the idea that
there is even a category of “feminine” versus “masculine” clothing.
Clothes are simply ways for people
to express themselves, and they

should not be connected to a group of people,
nor disconnected from another. The media has a
tendency to otherize “abnormal” choices, people,
and ways to express yourself. Wearing clothing that
isn’t conventionally “male” doesn’t make Harry
Styles any less of a man; it simply makes him a
man who wears dresses.
Further, the compliment “unconventionally
beautiful” enforces harmful beauty standards
placed on humans. Why must we label someone as
“unconventionally beautiful” and imply that they
are not simply “beautiful”? What does it mean to
be “unconventionally beautiful”? The connotation
of this “compliment” depicts that this person does
not fit the beauty standards, but is beautiful in spite of them. Pointing out
that someone doesn’t look like the
“ideal person” furthers the use of
this suffocating box of what beauty
is. We must eliminate the use of a
beauty standard in any way possible
because it simply enforces body image
issues and puts widely unattainable
features on a pedestal. Separating
what is conventional versus what is
unconventional puts pressures on
people to look a certain way and is a
harmful societal practice.
Appreciate choices because you
like them, not because they are what
is considered “abnormal.” It is not
harmful to respect unconventionality, but do not praise someone for
simply expressing themselves in
a way deemed alternative. Abundantly gushing over unorthodox
choices pushes harmful notions of
how people “should” act. If the only
reason the choice is worth complimenting is because it is what you
deem as other, take a look at what
you actually like about it, instead of
simply comparing it to what you think
it should be.
M. Hein

Refrain from harassing celebrities’ significant others

by Kate Gruetter
Culture Editor

Opinions are valuable and special things;
they convey ideas and are a mode of expressing oneself. But sometimes, opinions are
better kept to oneself, particularly in the
case of public figures, especially when it
concerns their romantic lives or relationships. This includes speculations about their
sexaulity, hateful messages about their past
or current significant others, or beliefs about why their partners are
toxic and “bad for them.”
Don’t get me wrong, I’m as concerningly involved in celebrities’ lives
as the next person. But attacking their significant others online or in
public is distasteful and rude. Keep your opinions on these matters to
yourself, or don’t post them on public platforms that are visible to all.
For example, Harry Styles. He’s a popular celebrity and is loved by
all of his fans; I am not exempt from this. But each time I hop on TikTok
and see creators posting videos hating on his current girlfriend, Olivia
Wilde, or obsessing over his exes, I cringe. Styles is a grown man who has
freedom over who he does or does not date. Making and posting videos
criticizing Wilde isn’t going to change Style’s mind or make him laugh.

I understand that many of these public figures have problematic dating histories, or even problematic partners.
By using a significant other’s problematic actions
to account for your dislikes, you are refusing to
acknowledge their problematic nature. Instead,
you’re using their offensive actions to bolster
your own jealous argument. This downplays their
actions into a general dislike, rather than harmful
actions one should be held accountable for.
Now, there is a time and a place for sharing
such ideas. If a celebrity is a minor
dating an adult, or dating someone
with a history of sexual or physical
abuse, there is reason for criticism.
But, nine times out of ten, the
celebrity you admire is fully-grown
and in a healthy relationship, so
the only problem is your feelings.
Openly debating or speculating
on a celebrity’s sexuality is equally
revolting. Again, you can have
these speculations. But sharing

your thoughts on if a celebrity is gay or bisexual or pansexual on
social media is invasive. Sexuality is a beautiful thing that many
people struggle to comprehend or understand, including celebrities. Guessing at celebrities’ orientations on a public platform
can make them feel even more uncomfortable. It turns a
personal and already difficult process into one open to commentary, which can be harmful to a questioning celebrity.
It also leaves them vulnerable to unwanted hate speech
or homophobia.
When considering sharing your beliefs on a celebrity’s
romantic life online, ask yourself how the celebrity would
feel if they saw it. Would they feel uncomfortable?
Offended? Violated? If the answer is any of the above,
don’t post. Keep your ideas to yourself so both parties
can live in peace.
Opinions are wonderful and you are completely allowed
to have them. But actively posting, publicly sharing, or
even directly confronting celebrities about them is not
wonderful. It’s concerning and shows a lack of boundaries.
So stop. Let celebrities live their lives and be happy. It’s
not your job to tell them what they can and cannot do
with their romantic relationship, so stop acting like it.
M. Hein
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Taylor Swift releases re-recording of her studio album, Red

Ch
en

officially released it, and every second is a masterpiece. The song features
a bit more of an upbeat tone than the five-minute version of
“All Too Well”, but the original themes of heartbreak and
change still remain.
The excitement didn’t stop with Swift’s next song,
“Nothing New (feat. Phoebe Bridgers)(TV)(From the
Vault).” Incorporating Bridgers’ vocals into one of her
songs was a beneficial choice for the album as Bridgers
compliments Swift’s voice when singing the chorus
together and also adds different layers to the song with
her own individual verse. With her softer and breathier
voice, the lyrics take on a much more personal
tone. The song perfectly encapsulates the fear
of growing up, and the overall desire to remain
wanted in the eyes of people who love you.
A complete change from the aforementioned
tracks, “The Very First Night (TV)(From the
Vault)”, an additional song from the vault, swept Swifties into a memory
of the first time you meet someone you fall in love with. The hopeful lyrics
and upbeat melody had fans thinking they were right there with Swift,
N.

by Emily Duvall and Sarah Gouldrup
Humor Editor and People Editor
On the beautiful day of Nov. 11 at 9 PM PST, Taylor Swift released
her second re-recorded album, Red (Taylor’s Version (TV)). Before and
after the release of Red (TV), Swift made appearances across multiple
news and television channels including NBC’s Saturday Night Live, The
Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon, and Late Night with Seth Meyers.
The re-recorded album consists of 31 masterpieces, or tracks; 20 of
which come from the Deluxe Version of Red, ten new (From the Vault)
tracks, and one track entitled “A Message From Taylor.”
There are six songs From the Vault on Red (TV), which are songs
that were originally intended to be on the original album — released
in 2012 — but did not make the final cut. The newly-released edition
of Red is a total of two hours and eleven minutes long, making it just
long enough to drive Highway 17 3.97 times from the high school to
Santa Cruz.
Arguably the most anticipated song by fans from Red (TV) was “All
Too Well (10 Minute Version)”. This song is an emotional rollercoaster
for its ten minutes and 13 seconds. In prior years, many fans speculated
that this longer version existed, but this is the first time Swift has

experiencing the butterflies and excitement of a first love. Joining “Stay Stay Stay (TV)” and “Starlight (TV),” “The Very
First Night (TV)(From the Vault)” will no doubt be the
first song we play when we fall in love.
It wouldn’t be Red (TV) if Taylor Swift didn’t
release a From the Vault song dragging her ex-boyfriend Jake Gyllenhaal through the mud, and that
is exactly what “Better Man (TV)(From the Vault)”
is. With a song that perfectly explains the feelings experienced when you want to be with
someone, but they just aren’t ready, it’s not
a surprise that we gravitated to this song
since high schoolers typically aren’t the
most mature people you can find. Ranging
from slow and heartfelt to a more upbeat,
country tone, “Better Man (TV)(From the
Vault)” is the type of song that is perfect
to blast in the car after a breakup. Red (TV) is the perfect fall
album to add to your queue, even if you have never been in love
or in a relationship.

Ricky Montgomery begins his first national solo tour

He
in

Ben Russin — Montgomery’s childhood friend — and Ryan Fyffe from
“The Honeysticks” played the bass and drums, respectively, for Montgomery’s show. Peter McPoland, another musician who got his start on Tik
Tok, was Montgomery’s opener. He played his viral original songs “Romeo
And Juliet,” “Sh*t Show,” and “Eloise,” as well as some fun covers like
“You Are My Sunshine” by Jasmine Thompson. His folk sound and
harmonica skills made his performance truly unique.
The venue also contributed to the concert’s enjoyment. At
just 4,000 square feet, the Rickshaw Stop is an intimate venue
that’s perfect to get up close and personal with smaller artists
like Montgomery. It was once a TV studio, and before the
concert, the venue played clips including TV stars from
decades past, which seemed to be an homage to their
roots. Today, however, it seems that the building was
destined for live music. Massive red curtains, vintage
rickshaws, and multicolored strobe lights added to the
atmosphere of the show.
Other than the obvious “Line Without a Hook” and “Mr Loverman,”
some of Montgomery’s most compelling songs from the set list were “Sorry
for Me” and “Talk to You,” two singles that they released just this year.
M.

by Jordan Chan
Editorial Editor
Singer and songwriter Ricky Montgomery played the opening
show of their first national solo tour on Thurs., Nov. 18, at the
Rickshaw Stop in San Francisco. They played six more shows across
the country over the course of around three weeks, hitting major
cities like Chicago, New York, and Los Angeles. As an attendee of
the opening show, I can say, with certainty, that Montgomery is a
rising star, and they will achieve even bigger and brighter things
in the future.
Montgomery got their start fronting an indie band called The
Honeysticks, which produced the hit song “Out Like A Light,”
but their career really took off during the pandemic when “Mr
Loverman” and “Line Without a Hook” from their 2016 solo album
“Montgomery Ricky” blew up on TikTok. Following this success,
Montgomery immediately signed to Warner Records. After hitting
over one million monthly listeners on Spotify in August of 2020,
they stated, “I’ve played to empty rooms, lost a platform, and even
quit music. But you guys still got me here.” Since then, Montgomery
has amassed almost six million monthly listeners.

They packed a lot of emotion into these performances, likely
due to the stories behind their lyricism in these songs. On
Twitter, they explained, “‘SFM’ [‘Sorry for Me’] was a song I
wanted to write for anyone going through something hard
to talk about. It’s also about me pleading with my mom to
leave an abusive husband. And the guilt of asking her
to leave my brother’s dad despite the context.” On the
other hand, “Talk to You” explores Montgomery’s grief
after losing their father, resonating with anyone who
wants to reconnect with people that they cannot
meet again.
At the end of the night, I got to meet
Montgomery and thank them for the amazing
show. They were incredibly down to earth
and, to be honest, a little awkward — in
an endearing way, of course. Since their
discography is relatively short at the
moment, I eagerly await what they do next. I’d be on
the lookout for new songs and an even bigger tour in
the future.

Ed Sheeran drops new album” Marvel’s Hawkeye excites fans
in Slow Motion,” “Collide,” and “Leave Your Life,”
which contain the eloquent and striking lyrics
Sheeran is known for crafting.
Perhaps the most precious songs are those
concerning fatherhood and his daughter.
Sheeran and his wife, Cherry Seaborn,
welcomed their daughter, Lyra Antarctica Seaborn Sheeran in Aug.
2020. The singer shocked fans
when he announced his retirement from music in late 2019,
citing his desire to spend more
time with Seaborn and their
daughter. However, songs like
the lullaby “Sandman” seem to
M.
suggest his family life has only
Hei
n
inspired him to create even
more music, with his
daughter serving as
his newest muse
and inspiration.
Sheeran plans
to follow up the
album’s release with a stadium tour, scheduled
to kick off in 2022. Titled The Mathematics
Tour, referencing his album names, Sheeran’s
tour will travel throughout Europe, featuring
stops at world-renowned venues such as
Wembley Stadium.
As if his album and tour are not keeping
him busy enough, Sheeran is also featured on
two tracks of Taylor Swift’s recent re-release of
Red (Taylor’s Version). Sheeran reprised his duet,
“Everything Has Changed,” as well as singing on
a new track titled “Run.”
It is unclear what the future holds for
Sheeran, post “Equals,” as he has now seemed
to have run out of math symbols. Whether or not
the album-title trend will continue, listeners will
just have to wait and see. Until then, Sheerios
can enjoy the new content the ginger king kindly
graced the world with.
(Sources: Ed Sheeran Official Website, Mirror)

by Kate Gruetter
Culture Editor
On Nov. 24, Marvel Entertainment released
its fourth television series, Hawkeye. The series
follows Clint Barton after the events of Avengers:
Endgame, and his struggles with loss, guilt, and
lingering threats. Starring Jeremy Renner and Hailee
Steinfeld, there are rumors that Yelena Belova, played
by Florence Pugh, will also make an appearance
in the series, potentially as an antagonist.
As a special treat for fans, Disney+ released
two episodes of Hawkeye on Nov. 24, rather than
the typical one weekly. Both
of these episodes were
enjoyed by fans, and the
show currently boasts
a 93 percent score on
Rotten Tomatoes. There are
expected to be six episodes
of the series, the same number
as the previously released
Loki and The Falcon and The
Winter Soldier.
The first episode introduces us to Barton’s life
after the Avengers, hanging out with his kids and
making time for family.
However, the audience
is also able to view
some of the guilt
Barton feels surrounding the
events of Endgame, in addition to vengeful foes remaining from
his vigilante days. During the snap, Barton adopted
an alter ego known as “Ronin,” and wearing a special
suit, he targeted gangs across the world. In the first
two episodes of this series, fans watch as these gangs
come back for revenge.
Marvel also introduces fans to Kate Bishop (Hailee
Steinfeld), a young, reckless archer who feels a need
to protect those she loves. After losing her father
M. H
ein

by Marissa Hein
Graphics Editor
The music industry’s favorite redhead singer-songwriter has done it again. Ed Sheeran
released his fifth studio album, “=”
(pronounced “Equals”), on Oct. 29.
The forty-nine minute record
showcases fourteen tracks, each
filled with catchy melodies
and memorable lyrics. The
release, announced on Aug.
19, comes just two years after
his last album, No. 6 Collaborations, which was a collaboration
project put out in 2019. Equals
is the newest addition to Sheeran’s tradition of naming
albums after mathematical symbols, which
started in
2011 with
his debut
album “+” (Plus), followed by “X” (Multiply)
and “÷” (Divide).
Equals beautifully discusses and connects
themes of love, death, life, and longing. Through
his songwriting, Sheeran reflects on the prospects of new experiences (“First Times”) and
trying to balance parting with old generations
while seamlessly welcoming new ones (“Visiting
Hours”). The album opens with the upbeat
banger “Tides,” which practically transports
listeners to the front row of one of Sheeran’s
stadium tours. The remaining thirteen tracks
consist of everything from high-energy bops
“Overpass Graffiti” and “Stop the Rain” to heartbreakingly haunting ballads “The Joker and the
Queen” and “Visiting Hours” to dance anthems
like “2step” and “Be Right Now,” making Equals
an incredibly dynamic and well-rounded album.
Also included on the album are, of course, some
of Sheeran’s signature heartfelt love songs: “Love

in the events of the first Avengers movie, Bishop
is close to and protective of her mother. When
her mother announces an engagement to Jack
Duquesne, a suspicious figure with an oddly perky
mustache, Bishop is apprehensive. Her inquiries into
Duquesne’s character result in a series of events
that lead to her introduction to Barton, her favorite
Avenger. Together, they are forced to investigate
the group of gangs targeting Barton and, more
specifically, the suit worn by Ronin.
Bishop and Barton’s on-screen relationship is
very similar to that of a father-daughter dynamic,
with Barton taking the helm as a frustrated and
reluctant mentor. Despite disputes between
the two, they make a hilarious and unexpected team. Bishop’s loveable sense of protectiveness and self confidence made her a
fan favorite the minute the trailer was
released. Her lack of oversexualized
fighting outfits is refreshing for
female fans; her outfits are both
practical and stylish.
The third episode features a
cast of new characters, including the formidable Maya, a
deaf character whose father
was killed by Ronin. Holding
a personal grudge against
Ronin, Maya interrogates
Bishop and Barton in hopes
of achieving revenge,
unaware that Ronin and
Barton are the same
person. Full of bittersweet and action-packed moments, the recent
episode keeps up the excitement introduced in the
first two episodes.
Fans have many speculations about the events
that will precede the first three episodes, including
appearances by fan favorite Yelena. Natasha Romanoff’s foster sister, Yelena made her debut in Black
Widow, which was released in July of this summer.
(Sources: RadioX, Rotten Tomatoes)
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Arafeh expresses her distaste for The Social Network
by Alia Arafeh
Opinion Editor

If you’re at all familiar with mainstream film, have ever taken
a computer science class, or know of Mark Zuckerberg, then
you’ve probably heard of the 2010 film The Social
Network. Starring Jesse Eisenberg as Zuckerberg,
this “true” story follows the Facebook CEO’s rise
to success. Although the movie is praised for
its phenomenal acting and its supposedly
accurate depiction of the creation of Facebook, in reality it is problematic.
First of all, the story is inaccurate in
too many ways to list. Yes, it is fiction, but
this is not made clear. In much of the movie’s
marketing and how it was widely received, the
audience believes it to be the real Facebook story. While I in no way support
Mark Zuckerberg, I do agree with
him that the only thing the movie
got right was the main character’s

outfits. In fact, the entire plot of the movie is based on a girl breaking
up with Zuckerberg, which then leads him to create the platform on
which he rates girls. This breakup never happened. The whole movie is
based on a relationship that Zuckerberg never had.
The breakup scene is also the first, and one of the only,
scenes that includes women, and in nearly every scene that
does include them, the girls are there to either move the plot
along, or function as sex objects. More specifically, the movie
fetishizes Asian women. There are two Asian women in the
film, both of whom are side pieces to the dominant White
men. The men in the film use Asian women as sex objects,
degrading them and making disrespectful comments towards
them. In the real story, Zuckerberg’s wife was a part of his
life before Facebook and the director could have included
her, but he instead made the decision to have the movie
Zuckerberg date a random White girl. Essentially, there was
the opportunity for a well-developed woman of color to be
in the movie, but the director passed on it. This raises the
question as to why the director maintained some aspects
of the true story and got rid of others.
M. Hein

Ultimately, the story is biased against Zuckerberg and paints him
as an independent villain in comparison to his friends and co-workers.
While he may be a villain, he was not the only one, and the story is
more complicated than that. When people watch the Social Network,
they typically side with Eduardo Saverin or the Winklevoss twins.
While they are “victims” in the film, I can assure you they are doing
just fine: Both the twins and Saverin are worth billions today. The
film intends for the audience to pity those whom Zuckerberg wronged,
but just because they lost out on Facebook, does not mean they are
suffering. Everyone depicted in the movie either started out rich or
somehow ended up that way. It is not a protagonist-antagonist story,
just a legal battle between petty billionaires.
As much as I despise the movie, I greatly admire Garfield’s
performance as Eduardo Saverin and Eisenberg’s depiction of Zuckerberg. Their acting is phenomenal, and the director could have put
their skills to better use through a more accurate portrayal of the
story. If you do watch The Social Network, keep in mind the inaccuracy of the story, and if you truly are interested in the creation
of Facebook, be sure to do your own research instead of relying on
a Hollywood dramatization.

Styles founds beauty brand Spears freed from conservatorship
by Sonali Muthukrishnan and Marissa Hein
Editor-in-Chief and Graphics Editor
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Grammy Award winner Harry Styles pleased
fans with the release of his new gender-neutral and
environmentally-conscious beauty brand, Pleasing, on Nov. 29. A photoshoot via Dazed Magazine
followed Styles’ lifestyle brand announcement.
In an email to subscribers, Pleasing explained,
“We believe by exploring the contradictions
around and within us we dispel the myth of a
binary existence. We’re Pleasing, never perfect.”
Pleasing provided pre-sales to dedicated fans,
announcing three separate drops, each with
limited quantities.
Currently, Pleasing has a number of
nail and skin products on their website,
all of which are biodegradable, vegan, and
cruelty-free. Favorites among Styles’ fan base
include The Perfect Polish Set, containing four nail polishes:
Perfect Pearl, Pearly Tops,
Inky Pearl, and Granny’s
Pink Pearls. The nail
polishes for Perfect
Pearl are inspired by
the “pearl within the
oyster.” With the set,
customers also receive
decals for their nail
looks. Another revered
item is The Pleasing Pen,
a two-side roller tool with a
dermatologist-tested lip and
eye serum.
While Styles is known for his
extravagant outfits, his intent
with Pleasing goes beyond
achieving ‘fashion icon’
status. In an interview
with Dazed, accompanied by a photoshoot,
the singer stated that
“bringing people
together is the
thing [he’s] most
proud of....A

room full of people just loving each other is so
powerful.” Pleasing is a brand centered around
acceptance and embracing one’s true identity, and
the company’s official website clearly demonstrates
these intentions with a sleek, cohesive aesthetic and
emphasis on diversity and inclusivity.
For the brand’s first drop, on Nov. 29, Pleasing
partnered with Nest, a non-profit organization
“supporting the responsible growth and creative
engagement of the artisan & maker economy to
build a world of greater gender equity and economic inclusion.” The Pleasing website goes on to
say, “through programs that support the wellbeing of artisans both in the United
States and globally, Nest is bringing radical transparency and
opportunity to the informal
handworker economy.”
On the Pleasing Instagram account, the company
posted additional information about who Styles’
worked with to make his
vision come alive, a diverse and
colorful creative staff. For the
first drop campaign, the brand
enlisted the help of British photographer William Waterworth
to shoot photos in Saltdean,
England, this past September.
Sigourney Nuñez, dubbed the
first ever Pleasing manicurist,
is a Mexican-Guatemalan nail
artist from South East Los
Angeles who helped create
many of the looks featured
on the company’s website
for their campaign.
Styles’ progressive
product promises a successful venture into the
cosmetic industry. His
loyal fans eagerly await
Pleasing’s next release.
(Sources: Dazed, Instagram, Pleasing)

by Nathan Chen
Graphics Editor

On Friday, Nov. 12, Judge Brenda Penny
terminated Britney Spears’ conservatorship
after 13 years. Spears’ father, Jamie Spears,
previously had control over her estate and her
person for most of Britney’s time under the
conservatorship. Now free, Britney Spears is
looking forward to her future as a musician
and performer.
During a court hearing in June, Spears
spoke up about her conservatorship. She
described her closely-monitored, highly
scheduled life and said, “I’ve lied and told
the whole world I’m OK and I’m happy… But
now I’m telling you the truth, OK? I’m not
happy. I can’t sleep. I’m so angry. It’s insane
and I’m depressed. I cry every day.”
The conservator over Spears’ person was
transferred to Jodi Montgomery, a licensed
care professional, in 2019. In July,
the court granted Britney Spears the
right to hire her own attorney, Mathew
Rosengart, who is a federal prosecutor
with experience
working in Hollywood. In September, Jamie Spears
stepped down from his
conservatorship voluntarily,
transferring it to John Zabel,
a certified public accountant.
The judge’s ruling, which
directs Montgomery and Zabel
to complete the termination
process, has resulted, “in
an orderly transfer of
power,” said Rosengart.
Upon hearing the
news, a crowd of fans
cheered outside of the
Stanley Mosk Courthouse in Los Angeles,
celebrating the ruling
with pink confetti.
NPR interviewed a

couple of fans, one who said, “we love her… We
want her to be so happy and do whatever she wants.
She deserves the world.” Spears herself celebrated,
posting on Instagram with a caption saying, “I mean
after 13 years … I think I’ve waited long ENOUGH!!!!
I’m so happy my lawyer Mathew Rosengart came into
my life when he did … he has truly turned my life
around … I’m forever thankful for that !!!! What a
sight seeing so many people celebrating my victory
…. I love my fans so much.”
Insiders have told Page Six that Spears is looking forward to getting married to her boyfriend
— and now fiancé — of four years, Sam Asghari.
It is rumored that the singer wants to make new
music, contrary to what her old manager, Larry
Rudolph, said. Spears, at 39 years old, is “willing and even excited to get back to it one day,”
said a source. Madonna showed her support for
the musician, both publicly and privately, and is
determined to help Spears in any way. Lady Gaga
posted on Twitter, “I have loved @britneyspears
her whole career. I looked up to her, admired
her strength—she empowered so many people
and still does.” Ariana Madix, who starred on
Vanderpump Rules, told Page
Six that the termination was
“a really emotional moment
for me. I’ve shed serious tears
for Britney throughout this
whole thing.”
Selected as one of Time Magazine’s 100 Most Influential People
of 2021, Paris Hilton wrote that
“despite the darkness that has
surrounded her life, Britney
embodies joy and shares the
light of her beautiful heart,
forever the superstar.”
With 9 studio albums,
the singer of “Toxic’’ and
“Womanizer” can now
live her life however
she pleases.
(Sources: CBS News, NPR,
The New York Times, Instagram, Page Six)

N. Chen

El Gato Recommends: Working for the Knife and more
Following the release of Red (Taylor’s Version), Taylor Swift released a
short film to accompany the ten minute version of her iconic song, All Too
Well. In the film, Sadie Sink stars alongside Dylan O’Brien, personifying the
story behind her song and the heartbreak that inspired it. The film begins
sweet, with nothing short of pure love and romance, but manipulation and
toxicity slowly take over the relationship. The video gained
millions of views almost instantly, with many fans
resonating with Swift’s experience. It is a beautiful
addition to her record that left her fans stunned,
grateful, and per usual speechless.
- Michaela Thimot, Culture Editor
Who doesn’t love a good common
misconception? What if almost everything you’ve heard about cases like
the Stanford Prison Experiment,
the McDonald’s Hot Coffee Case, and
the D.C. Sniper is actually exaggerated and lost in social translation?
In the podcast, You’re Wrong About,
journalists Michael Hobbes and Sarah
Marshall explore these moral panics
and ignored histories. No matter which
episode you listen to, you can follow the
charismatic hosts through pages and pages

of research and explorations of diverse topics, ranging from a deep dive of
the infamous O.J. Simpson case to the dramatic ethical talking point of
the Ford Pinto.
(Source: You’re Wrong About)
- Lucy Holland, Editor-in-Chief
On Oct. 5, Japanese-American Indie
Rock singer Mitski released her newest
single “Working for the Knife”, and
its accompanying music video.
The song came out along with
an announcement about her
upcoming tour. “Working for the
Knife” perfectly captures the cruelties of the modern world. The
metaphorical knife represents
n
Hei
the harmful and unattainable
M.
standard of perfection that
individuals work towards in
society. Her use of figurative language shows that
oppressive cultures compel
individuals to give up
their humanity in the
hopes of gaining recognition from society.

Mitski’s lyricism is especially poignant coming out of
a three-year hiatus the artist had taken to prioritize
herself, and I’m looking forward to seeing more work
from her as she returns to the music scene.
- Jordan Chan, Editorial Editor

Musician Gracie Abrams released her remarkable EP, “This Is What It Feels Like’’ on Nov. 12.
The EP is a beautiful mix of tunes, with vibes
similar to those of artists Taylor Swift,
Phoebe Bridgers, and Olivia Rodrigo. The
project features a collection of personal
songs and stories, each influenced by different emotions and experiences felt over
last year’s period of isolation. The collection’s first single, “Feels Like,” is nothing short of iconic as it was written
about Abram’s last minute train trip
from New York City to Connecticut
with her best friend. The album is a
wonderful mix of energetic numbers,
melancholy melodies, and straight up
depressing songs, making it a must listen
for any and every fan of good music.
- Kate Gruetter, Culture Editor
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Gibson secretly used tons of her parents’ money as a child
by Brynn Gibson
News Editor

When I was four, my parents gifted me a toy cash register. This
present did not go to waste, and playtime with the Fisher-Price
Real-Working Cash Register soon constituted a typical
n
Saturday evening for my pre-elementary school self. N. Che
However, contrary to the expectations of my parents,
my steadfast use of this gadget at a young age did
not foster an inclination for financial responsibility.
By the time I was eight, I had still learned
nothing about the intricacies of money management. Christmas of 2012, I received an iPad mini.
Adorned with a scratch-and-sniff fruit pattern case,
it soon became my pride and joy. My dad’s first mistake
was turning me into an iPad kid, but his fatal blunder was
letting me set my own password. You see, the family bank
account was attached to this iPad, and I quickly learned that this
meant I didn’t have to ask my parents before I bought anything.
It all started with Subway Surfers. A special edition limited-time
character was on sale, but I did not have the in-game funds to acquire
her. Who was I to ignore such an opportune business venture? The
urge to buy the Australian Subway Surfer overwhelmed me. I gave in.
I spent 20 dollars on coins. The subsequent power rush of knowing I

possessed the ability to purchase whatever I wanted triggered what
I can only call a manic spending spree of mass proportions.
The App Store was calling me, and I didn’t have the strength to
resist. Games that cost money to download no longer deterred me.
It only took me typing “kittenlover439” and I was good to go.
This entire ordeal occurred right after the release of Red, and
I was obsessed. I individually went through and bought every
single one of Taylor Swift’s 88 songs for $2.99 each. Other
musical purchases included Fireflies by Owl City and I Want
Candy from the 2011 hit movie Hop.
I also dabbled in cinema. Such classics included Tinkerbell: Secret of the Wings and a total of seven VeggieTales
movies. That’s right, I spend my dad’s hard-earned money on
Bob the Tomato and Larry the Cucumber. Money well spent
if you ask me.
I really thought my dad wouldn’t notice
the mass exodus of his salary from his bank account.
Some days, when I was suspicious he would detect
me, I would limit myself to 100 dollars to ensure I was
being discreet.
When the bill came in, I think it was pushing two
grand. One day my dad beckoned me towards the computer. My heartbeat quickened. I began to sweat. “Did

Sells recounts a FAMILY ChristmaS
by Lucy Sells
Media Production Editor
It was 2018, the year The Kissing Booth was
released on Netflix, so you could already tell
it was going to be a rough Christmas. Every
Christmas Eve, my cousins and
grandparents come over to my
house for dinner and then we
go to a church service together.
Our family has the usual secret
Santa, baked ham dinner, and
my grandpa’s Christmas stories.
This year, my grandpa was showing a photo of the soccer team
he coached 40 years ago. It made M. Hein
him so emotional, he started to
cry about his co-coach, who is dead. Of course it
was incredibly sad, but the man’s name was Dick
Headly. So, while my grandpa cried, my cousins and
I laughed, throughout the sob session.
After the beautiful tale about Dick, my cousins
did their infamous Nativity reenactment. My family
decided to write us a musical to perform this year,
and if that wasn’t eccentric enough, we decided
to switch up the normal cast. My eldest cousin
Nathan played baby Jesus. For reference, he was
a 20-year-old man with a full grown beard. My
youngest cousin, Bryce, played Jesus’s dad. Bryce
was eleven at the time, and not one of those eleven
year olds who hit puberty early, but a highlighter,
shortest-in-the-grade type of eleven year old.
Nathan comes out swaddled in a blanket, being
carried, or attempted to be carried, by puny arms
Bryce. The rest of us then walk out, tone-deafedly
singing with voice cracks, since most of us were in
our wonder years. It was horrifying.
After that nightmare, my family headed to the
Christmas church service. There were twenty-four of
us, so we filled two pews and made a lot of noise.

Once the service began, the pastor prayed, and the
whole place went silent. For some reason, pastors
always talk slowly with a lot of pauses, and in the
middle of one of these pauses, my cousin Ben farts.
We were so close to making it through a whole
service without trouble. This wasn’t just
any old small toot
— Ben saw the ghost
of Christmas past and
came back. His butt
was twelve drummers
drumming. All the
ham was released in
one blow. Naturally,
my whole family
burst out laughing in the middle of the prayer. We
were a disgrace to the Lord. Maybe the devil was
leaving my cousin. I just ask Santa to never let me
smell that fart again.
DO NOT READ THIS NEXT SECTION IF YOU BELIEVE
IN SANTA. To preface this next story, my cousin
Bryce really loved spies that year, and brought all
of his spy gear to my house for Christmas; at the
time Bryce still believed in Santa. Being the perfect,
incredible cousin I am, I tried to convince Bryce that
Santa wasn’t real. In order to prove to him, I told
Bryce to put his spy cameras to the test; we set up
cameras throughout the house, along with listening
devices. The next morning, Bryce and I woke up early
to check on our experiment, witnessing with horror
that it was in fact just our parents bringing in gifts
and stockings. Bryce legitimately cried through
the whole Christmas. Santa would have brought
me coal...if he was real. I think I ended Bryce’s spy
phase, so you’re welcome for nipping the whole
stalker thing in the butt.
Christmas with my cousins is always interesting,
and I cannot wait to see them again this year!

you buy this?” He gestured to a Doc McStuffins app purchase that
was particularly extravagant.
My cover was blown. My secret was exposed. My first response?
Denial. I screamed “NO” and fled the scene, dashing into my room
for cover. I slid open my closet door and barricaded myself behind
my Barbie camper and sock bin. My dad found me crying hysterically
about two minutes later. Failing in my attempts to gaslight my father
into believing someone hacked his account, I finally confessed. As
punishment, my mom made me donate my allowance to children in
Africa for about two years.
To conclude, never trust a ginger. My track record was already
tarnished by the time I downloaded a virus onto the family computer
trying to illegally watch Barbie: A Fashion Fairytale for free. My dad
should have known better. Rookie mistake. This one was on him.

Just like the chance of the Grinch
stealing Christmas, nothing on this
page is real.
courtesy flickr

Bagora speaks on jeans sizes
by Esha Bagora
Humor Editor
There are many things that I love in life: mini
boba pearls, my earring collection, flower shops,
tall buildings, and much much more. But, what
I don’t love, or maybe even borderline hate, is
jean shopping (and Jake Gyllenhaal). When I was
younger, I would go to Nordstrom and buy all
of my jeans from the Kids section.
On a particular circular rack, there
was a plethora of skinny jeans
ranging from kids’ sizes six to
16; with so much gum stuck
on the metal bars, it rivals the
gum wall in Seattle. While the
gum made the shopping gross,
last time I went to Nordstrom,
the rack wasn’t there anymore,
which made me kind of sad.
Now that I have gradu ated from Nordstrom’s kids’
section, I have found that
jean shopping and fitting is
so much more tedious than I
ever expected. I have a simple
question for jean manufacturers: why is the sizing so
inconsistent? I’ve repeatedly
asked Google, Siri, Alexa, and
God this every time I’m inside of a fitting room.
Someone tell Zara that the size six jeans not
fitting over my thighs but creating a tube-like
structure around my hips that makes me look
like an otter pop really messes with my confidence and self-esteem. And where have the
odd numbers gone? Why is it that I can only
find odd-numbered sized jeans online, but not
at physical stores in the mall? And we all know

online-ordered jeans are hits or misses. Maybe
I’m looking in the wrong places, but after
extensively touring through Valley Fair with
absolutely no luck, I need at least a monthlong recharge period until I venture back. For
the moment, my extremely expensive, periodic,
Hollister shipments must suffice.
Also, why are jeans so expensive? My medium-destroyed jeans (of which 60 percent
are white strings covering absolutely
nothing) cost the same amount as my
not-at-all destroyed jeans (made completely out of denim with no holes.)
Together, they put a solid dent in
my bank account — initially full of
birthday and Diwali money from the
last couple of years — to the point
where I cried for a solid 30 minutes
with no interruptions. Ironically,
this was my best cry since before
the pandemic and I didn’t even have
my Adele x Taylor Swift playlist
playing. Maybe this extraordinary
sob session could be chalked up to
my attachment issues, but I do not
think that it’s reasonable to pay
75 dollars for a “discounted” pair
of jeans from American Eagle that
N. Chen
is mostly white thread and skinny
jeans on top of it. BUT, they fit properly, so I
ended up keeping them only to cry three weeks
later when they shrunk in the wash.
In conclusion: I love jeans. But sometimes
I want to grab the jean-gods by their throats
and force them into making the jean-shopping
experience better for me. All I want is the sizing
to be consistent across brands and the pricing
to make more sense. Is that too much to ask?

Davidson details UCSB Comedy Night gone wrong
by Cara Davidson
Center Editor
A little over a month ago, I visited my dear sister’s college
campus in Santa Barbara. Among the invigorating college activities
I experienced, like frat bathrooms, college “food,” and boys named
“Chadwick,” my all time favorite incident that I lived through was
strutting the stage of the UCSB College Comedy Night.
I’m sure you’re all in desperate need of some context, so here it
is: at UCSB family weekend, the school provided countless activities
for families to do with their college kids, with super fun things like
family movie nights and reef touch tanks. Of course, my parents
picked the top activity that would obviously be super fun for a 16
and 20 year old: comedy night. Not only was this comedy, it was
IMPROV comedy. Not only was this improv comedy, but it was improv
comedy by four middle aged men! This is destined to be funny, right?
To set the scene: my sister (Cali), her best friend (Brooke), and
I are sitting in the second row, each of us individually amped up
for some earth-shattering comedy. Bam. Eleven completely barefoot
college kids file onto the stage. Before I can even understand what’s
going on, they’re singing an Adele song I hadn’t heard in years.
The acapella group finishes their thirty minute performance, and
my religious intervention ends. Little do I know, the end is near.

And so they enter. Four balding men. Keep in mind, my parents
HYPED this show up. Like they really put it on us. I’ve looked
everywhere and there is no digital footprint of these dudes
despite their acclaimed mastery of comedy. So, we’re gonna
call these men George, Jake, Elmo, and Andrew.
They start their act, and about 10 minutes in, they
call out the heart wrenching words “we need an audience
volunteer.” Brooke’s hand shoots up. I don’t think, I move.
Suddenly Cali, Brooke, and I are looking out into an audience
of 600 people. The four dudes are very confused —
baffled even. Jake starts explaining that they’re
going to take suggestions from the audience and
act out a scene. But here’s the catch. Cali, Brooke
and I have to move their bodies. Respectfully,
what. First of all, their funniest bit consisted of a
super pig who’s kryptonite is bacon, and second of
N. Chen
all, why? I DO NOT KNOW YOU! Also, no one sweats
like old guys, these dudes were profusely perspiring. Great.
“You guys got that?” We all nod. We did not get it. In
fact, not a single one of us heard the prompt. All I remember
hearing is: pig, bacon, and superman. So they yell “action,”
and we all panic. What are we supposed to do with these old

guys at our disposal? Naturally, we begin going absolutely mad
because when will we ever get an opportunity like this
again? However, we may have gone a tad too far. I don’t
know how to lead into this shock, so I’m just going
to say it. Brooke starts pencil rolling this almost
elderly man across the stage on his back, Cali begins
forcing her dude to do cartwheels, and I’m essentially
making my man fly through the air. Even worse, at one
point, my sister and Brooke made Elmo do a backwards
somersault, and then Cali and I tried to make
George and Andrew kiss. They were not into it.
I’m honestly mortified about what went
down on that stage, so for personal reasons,
I’m going to have to end the story here. Not
only did we make these guys do things they
probably haven’t done since they were 13 years
old, but we did not follow, or even acknowledge
the prompt at all. I would like to state a formal apology
to Elmo, George, Jake, and Andrew. We truly didn’t mean
to violate you like that. The moral of this tale is: don’t go
to college comedy nights. And if you do, definitely don’t
go on stage.
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Chen shares his take on gamepigEon
by Nathan Chen
Graphics Editor
I love GamePigeon. It’s a better way to play games,
especially to play against people you can’t really meet. It
meets everyone’s busy schedules and lets all of us answer
when we want, but still be able to play a game together. I will
admit, I am very good at word games, evident in my 1112 wins.
It’s been a long, long journey. If you have an Android phone,
I apologize. I hope there will be a way to play GamePigeon
with you all soon (please, GamePigeon).
From the terrible tanks to the classic cup pong, the
perfect game will have a balance between the amount of time
needed, the amount of thinking involved, and other criteria
I will be coming up with as I write. Here are my ratings for
the games with my strongest opinions, as harsh or admirable
as they might be.
8 Ball: Yes, it is a great, classic game. Yes, it is overplayed.
Yes, 8 Ball+ is better than the normal version. Yes, I only play
in normal mode because I will not be able to survive without
the little vector lines showing where my ball will land. If you
see me put my face up to my phone, I am most likely trying
to line up a shot across the pool table. Please ignore me. A
solid 7.75/10 game.

Sea Battle: An absolutely terrible game. Is it because I keep losing
when I play it? Maybe. The world may never know. However, it takes
a long time to complete. Especially since I have to think about which
square to choose. Too much strategy and too much time needed. 1/10.
Cup Pong: Another classic one. There is just enough strategy
involved, and the automatically reorganizing cups are a
blessing. I once played cup pong on random, and it
was too much to think about. See a theme here?
Although this game amplifies the minimal
amount of anger I have, it’s fun!
I think! 8.2/10.
Basketball: To be honest, I forgot
about this game. I don’t play it often, and
it’s just cup pong on steroids. Random
swiping for 45 seconds. No strategy, just
throwing. I literally just stare at the hoop
and hope my finger lands at the correct spot.
But, I do like that there are two rounds so
that I can fling virtual basketballs at a virtual
hoop for virtually no bragging rights. Quite a
mediocre game. 5/10.
Archery: Warning: do not play this game
in the car. You need pinpoint accuracy

and complete focus to play, and one tiny shift in the tilt of a finger can
cost you a win. There are a lot of calculations and angles (dare I say,
trigonometry) involved in scoring a ten every time. Pro tip: the color of the
wind corresponds with the color of the rings on the target. I can’t reveal
anything more, except my score: 6/10.
Word Games: Ah yes, my favorite. I’m going to come clean
about how I always win: I played against myself by sending
word hunt games to my own iCloud account. I
know, it might be embarrassing. But it sure is
being put to good use. I got good at playing
on all sorts of boards and finding groups
of letters that can form many words with
different paths. Both anagrams and word bites
use similar skills as word hunt, and thus I’ve
scored well in those too. I am grateful for
the people who are willing to play against
me, knowing that they’re most likely going
to lose. 100/10.
Due to unfortunate circumstances, I don’t have
space to rank all the other games. Next time you
play 8 Ball and your competitive side comes
out, don’t be shy to get level with your phone
ein
and make that shot as accurate as possible.
M.H

Rexach hates mouth noises Gruetter remembers biosphere
by Elena Rexach
Public Relations Manager
I have a deep, unending hatred for an
unfortunate number of noises. Namely,
unnecessary mouth noises, the sound of
cement contact, the way some people talk,
breaths between sentences, whispering, the
sounds from the bottom of
ceramic mugs, ASMR,
knuckle-cracking,
joint popping, and
repetitive clicking. While these
sounds might be
necessary to survival, I honestly
want to rip every
piece of my ear
off, shove it in a
hole of trash and
burn it whenever
they happen upon my
eardrums. My hatred has
a name, and its misophonia.
It’s a quirky little condition
N.Chen
that causes an atypical emotional
response to many common sounds; i.e. : I have
spent the last five years plugging my ears at
the dinner table.
Of all the worldly atrocities, people chewing loudly is by far the worst. I do not think
there are words that can describe the deep
physical pain I feel every time I hear a moment
of tooth-to-food contact. Crunchy, soggy, soft,
I do not care, it’s all the same. To all of you
out there who chew with your mouths open:
I strongly dislike you.
I understand that some people chew gum
to help them focus, but I BEG OF YOU, DO NOT
BLOW BUBBLES. I am over here trying to color
in my skull for Dia de los Muertos, and you
are somehow sending these million-decibel
pops my way at random increments. I do not
care that you can blow bubbles, the rubber in
your mouth is very very unimpressive to me.
In that same Spanish class, we were watch-

ing the all-time classic, esteemed film Gutentag,
Ramon, where Ramon WOULDN’T STOP EATING.
Buddy, bucko, bestie, pal, I need you to cool it
with the food consumption. For some reason in
this extremely mediocre movie, the sound quality
on these terrorizing eating scenes was suddenly
Oscar-ready.
Foot noises are also revolting. I
love rain, but rainy days
have become my hell
on Earth. For some
reason, every single
person needs to
prove what a
rebel they are
by squeaking
every inch of their
sneaker sole on the
linoleum floor. But
my bad, my anger is
probably just misplaced
awe over your extraordinary rebellion. Notably, the floor-to-feet electric shuffle does not stop with
squeaky rubber; concrete seems to
work just as well. Whether it’s a tired teen or
someone who just sucks at walking, my ears are
sure to feel as though gravel has just been poured
through them. So, thanks for that bestie!
Coughing is also despicable. Oh no you’re
sick! I’m so sorry! JK I don’t care. Stop coughing. (I am joking, by the way… mostly), and go
home if you’re sick. Just please, please, do not
sniffle randomly while I try to figure out the
cosine of 1/2. It’s hard enough to remember the
stupid quadrants, I don’t need to worry about
the condition of your snot. That post-nasal drip
is not very swaggy.
Basically, the moral of the story is don’t
be the absolute villain (and not the Megamind
kind) that continues to make a sound after I look
directly at you and give you my most intimidating
glare. I know I may not be menacing, but I am
trying to focus over here so please quit it with
the incessant pen clicking.

by Katherine Gruetter
Culture Editor
If you are a freshman and are taking Honors
Biology or regular Biology, you are legally
required to build a biosphere. And by legally,
I mean it’s a 100 point project worth a hefty
percentage of your grade, so it’s either do the
project or pray it does itself. As a result of such
legalities, I made a triple tier biosphere during
quarantine for my project. Get this, my monster
of a contraception is still, somehow, alive.
By alive, I don’t mean thriving, I mean
alive. Alive just barely describes this moldy
green home for small creatures not known
to man. This evolution, from fresh to
fungi, didn’t happen overnight;
it happened in the year and a
half since I made my biosphere.
Why keep such a burden that
long? Science. I am a woman
in science. #WomeninSTEM!
Now, if you have never
heard of a biosphere, I will
offer a short explanation.
A biosphere is essentially
an enclosed ecosystem, free
from human controls or any
outside environment. Mine
was made out of clean (I
think) soda bottles and a
bunch of random pieces
of nature. I added plants,
rocks, and a lot of duct tape.
As a result of over-cutting,
the end amount of plastic
was minuscule and this
thing mainly consisted of
duct tape. Sorry Kim K!
I would say the construction
of this project came to me
in a tell-all dream, but
regretfully I actually binged
watched biosphere videos on
YouTube, which was the true
inspiration for this creation.
The biosphere I modelled
mine after included beta fish
M.Hein

(somehow), a snail, and colorful pebbles; but mine just
included some dirt, rocks, water, and oddly skinny plants.
I can’t hate on these plants too much though, considering
I dropped my biosphere twice and the plants still lived.
I had to dutifully record the progress of my biosphere,
which I did. I swear! Taking photos and uploading
them to my Google Doc was actually how I discovered
Airdrop. #WomeninSTEM! Now, I noticed a few things
about my biosphere as time went on. A certain sort of
algae began developing. I deduced from very thorough
research that this algae was either deadly to
humans, or completely common and harmless.
#Livingontheedge! I am almost positive that
this algae is not poisonous, mostly because
I am still alive. It is, however, entirely
possible it is seeping into my cells and
slowly killing me.
Most of the water in my
biosphere has disappeared. I
find this strange considering
my in-depth knowledge on
the water cycle, stemming
from my role as narrator in
the second-grade water cycle
play. It is highly possible
that this water is making my
biosphere a second Florida,
humid and insufferable. It is
also highly possible my duct
tape skills are lacking, and
allowed evaporated water to
escape. But, for the sake of
my dignity, we’ll blame it on
Florida, they had to have done
something.
Today, approximately 16-18
months later, my biosphere is
going strong. The bottom half
has been completely taken over
by (poisonous?) algae, and the
water is now housing strange
bugs that can only be seen
if you squint really hard at a
certain angle. The plants are
alive, but in that barely holding
on, deteriorating, eyebags for
days kind of way.

Arafeh’s car has problems but they’re not her fault
by Alia Arafeh
Opinion Editor
I’ve been driving for about
six months now, so naturally,
I am the only good driver to
have ever driven in the history
of driving. When I’m on the
road, I am the only non-idiot:
the speed I’m driving at is the
M.Hein
correct speed, my maneuvers are
valid, and, if I cut someone off, it is
justified. By no means should any other driver
make even the
slightest mistake, though, because I will cuss them out from the safety
of my Subaru Crosstrek (named Betty, of course.) As confident as I am
in my driving, I am really not that mechanically inclined, and there
are many “issues” I’ve encountered in terms of my vehicle and not
knowing how to use it. I will say not all these questionable instances
are my fault, so here is my list of car events and who is to blame!
The most iconic — and possibly the most nerve-wracking — thing
I’ve done is run fully out of gas. Like no bars left on the fuel gauge.
To be fair, I was fully aware I would run out of gas because I drove
to school with one bar left and was planning on sitting in senior
lot traffic — because I REFUSE to take the two minutes to walk up

Johnson and would rather waste a full hour of my life — but
my parents assured me it would be fine. It was not fine. I
almost peed myself from anxiety on the drive home, but
I did make it. This one was not my fault.
I was in that situation in the first place because
I did not know how to fill the gas tank until midNovember. I’ve been driving since June. Again,
this is 100 percent not my fault. My family
uses a gas card, and my brother broke it, so
now I have to go inside the gas station to
pump. I refuse to interact with humans, so
I refused to fill gas, so I never learned, so I
ran out of gas. I blame my brother, honestly.
My most recent problem, due to the sun
setting in the middle of the day, is not knowing
the difference between high and low beams. I have
gotten many angry flashes from blinded passersby,
but I honestly cannot tell the difference. I asked my
brother (the designated car guy) and he just said not
to worry about it. Thanks, Oxama — my worry is gone. I,
sadly, have to take the blame for this one. I have no clue
which lights are brighter and I don’t drive at night often
enough to figure it out.

hen
N.C

Another consequence of California’s “winter” is that my
windows fog up in the morning and, though I blast the
heater, they do not defog until I get to school. I shouldn’t
expose myself, but I drive with a pretty much obscured
windshield on most mornings. Don’t worry about me.
I have the route memorized. This one is fully on
Mother Nature, my faulty heater, or whatever else,
but it is not MY fault.
Finally, I have a bone to pick with the
town of Los Gatos. I do not think I have ever
been so angry at a purposely unlevel chunk of
asphalt. Who thought it would be a good idea
to put speed-bumps on Shannon Road? Do you
really expect me to slow down to 15mph every
two seconds to avoid destroying my vehicle?
Instead, I hit the bumps at 16 miles per hour
(okay, admittedly more like 25) simply out of spite.
I will not listen to the orange sign telling me to go
15. It is definitely just a recommendation. Fully not
my fault; this one is obviously on LG.
So yeah, I am aware all these things are my fault and
this is fully satirical, but just let me convince myself I’m a
good driver. At least I can park. But not parallel.
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Chen fights mental health stigma through peer-to-peer groups
by Alia Arafeh
Opinion Editor

Chicago native Julie Chen will finish her first semester as
a junior on the right foot. Not only does she challenge herself
academically, she also helps the student body by working to
lower the stigma around mental health. Through leading peerto-peer groups and sharing her own struggles, Chen connects
to her peers and works to make the campus a more comfortable
place for everyone.

courtesy J. Chen

Chen moved from Chicago to Los Gatos before her freshman year of
high school because of her father’s work. She recounted the difficulty of
transitioning to a new community: “I didn’t know what to expect. It was
across the country, too, so it was a lot at first.” Chen explained that in
the beginning, she “definitely felt like an outsider, just trying to fit in.”
This experience inspired Chen to join peer-to-peer groups, including
Cats to Cats and Unconditionally Positive (UP), through which she advocates for students’ mental health and changing campus culture. Another
reason Chen decided to apply to Cats to Cats was “mainly, just because of
COVID. Being Chinese, I was targeted a lot, sometimes at school, which is
unfortunate. . . and I felt like I didn’t have a place to go.” Chen explained
that this inspired her to make sure that students “feel like they can talk
about what they’ve faced,” and like “they actually belong at school, and
that there’s other people at school on campus who have been through
similar experiences as them.”
As the Vice President of Cats to Cats, Chen facilitates the Wellness
Center, helping create informative Webinars. In early December, Chen
underwent suicide prevention training so she can better discuss sensitive
topics with her peers. Chen expanded on the importance of students
talking directly to other students, stating that “some feel uncomfortable
going to their counselor or just an adult figure, so being a student and
talking to another student, we have the same experiences” and can
better relate to each other.

In terms of the Wellness Center, Cats to Cats wanted to create
a space that is more accessible and well known than CASSY. As
Chen described, the room is a “space where students can go to
reset or just have a few moments for themselves.” Though it
started with Cats to Cats, the Wellness Center has expanded into
a space used by other peer-to-peer groups to host events and
hold meetings.
Chen is also a part of UP. The club focuses on redefining success,
and, through the group, Chen tries to “create an environment where
everybody feels like they have something to celebrate everyday.” In
terms of the group dynamic, Chen feels that it is “a really tight community,” and she feels comfortable within the peer-to-peer group.
In the future, Chen hopes to continue to advocate for mental
health, but she originally “did not think [her advocacy] would get
this far and reach this many people.” Because of her impact, she feels
more inclined to consider pursuing a career in mental health later
on. Chen stated, “I’ve always wanted to go into a profession with
kids. . . mental health starts from when you’re a kid,” so she wants
to “make it a profession and help and support those that need it.”
Chen is a wonderful soul who goes above and beyond to help her
fellow students and to help each individual feel welcomed within
the community. If you’re in need of a boost of positive energy or a
good friend, definitely talk to Chen.

Olivella excels on the field Karamanolis does it all
Sophomore Nico Olivella is making his mark
on LGHS as he captains the Junior Varsity soccer
team, excels in French class, and more. Olivella lived
in numerous different places all over the world —
such as Costa Rica, Massachusetts, and Milpitas —
before landing in Los Gatos. No matter where he was,
Olivella played soccer. The sophomore is a driven
soul who constantly works hard to achieve
big things.
Olivella was new to LGHS as a freshman,
since he and his family moved to Los Gatos from
Milpitas prior to the school year beginning,
varying from the majority of the high school’s
freshmen who fed in from the local middle
schools. Before Milpitas, he lived in Boston,
MA, and before that, in Costa Rica, where
he was born. His family moved from Costa
Rica to Boston because of his father’s studies,
and he explained that they “moved again to
Milpitas after Boston. The move from Massachusetts to Milpitas happened when I was in about
first grade.”
Adding to all Olivella’s abilities, he is also trilingual. Olivella grew up speaking Spanish, and it was
his first language. His second language was English,
and now he is taking French 2 here at the high
school. Olivella said, “I think it would be really cool
to be able to study something to do with language
later in my life.”
He spends lots of time on the soccer field,
playing both on club and school teams. Outside of school, he competes with the Futbol Club
Bay Area’s 06 Boys team at the National Premier
League (NPL) level. NPL is a highly competitive
league and he plays a center midfield position for
the team.

As for his goals and aspirations with the
sport, Olivella hopes to go into something
sports related in the future. He mentioned,
“Playing professionally would of course be
the ultimate goal, but I would love to do anything along the lines of sports, like coaching
for example.”
On the LGHS campus, Olivella plays on
the Junior Varsity soccer team this year. Last
year, as a freshman and amidst the peak of the
COVID-19 pandemic, Olivella competed with the
Varsity team. Now, he captains the JV soccer
team and plays the same position he does with
his club team.
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Olivella is a driven individual who works
hard both inside and outside of the classroom to
achieve his goals. As the high school season gets
started, be sure to watch out for his moves out
on the soccer field this coming winter!

by Angela Sheu and Jordan Chan
People Editor and Editorial Editor

As a member of the social activism, sports,
Mock Trial, academic, and band communities in
LG, senior Pelagia Karamanolis is the definition
of a positive role model. Through her eloquence
and enthusiasm, she challenges not only herself,
but also her peers to improve the community.
Karamanolis was a lead organizer for the
recent LG United Against Hate March and worked
with LGHS peer-to-peer groups and adviser
Mariana Cozzella to ensure the event’s success.
“[I want to] encourage everyone in our
community to have equal opportunities and to feel like they
have a voice,” Karamanolis
explained, “to show that
the people of Los Gatos will
not accept hate as part of
our community.”
In order to practice
for real-life applications,
Karamanolis actively
strengthens her public
speaking and leadership
skills as a co-captain of the
LGHS Mock Trial team. After
joining the team her sophomore
year as a lead witness, she has learned a
lot about the US court system and grown into a
well-spoken leader. Along with her co-captain
Sonali Muthukrishnan, Karamanolis hopes “to
focus on encouraging everyone in the club to
become more confident in themselves and more
freely express their ideas.”
In addition to her contributions outside of
her classes, Karamanolis challenges herself with
a diverse range of advanced courses. Each of her

five AP classes, along with Wind Ensemble, give her
the “opportunity to really see the importance of a
specific course and how it can apply to [her] life.”
Karamanolis has learned the flute since the fourth or
fifth grade, and it plays a valuable role in the artistic
facet of her life. She stated, “music in general is a
really nice way for people to express themselves and
their emotions.”
Planning to major in biomedical engineering,
Karamanolis is sure to continue helping others in the
future. In particular, she wants to use tissue engineering to create replacement organs, saving people who
would otherwise die waiting for a donor transplant. Karamanolis is confident that, with
synthetic materials, “we won’t have as
many casualties. [They are] really
unfortunate and unnecessary.”
When she’s not in the classroom or organizing marches,
you can find Karamanolis on
the court. Although she has
also participated in water
polo, wrestling, swimming,
diving, cross-country, and track
and
field, tennis is her major
ara
focus
this
year, due to her love
P. K
y
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for the family dynamic of the team
and some unfortunate injuries that arose
during her freshman year.
Karamanolis identified her Greek heritage as a
large part of her identity. While she has lived in Los
Gatos her whole life, she remains connected to the
culture by speaking Greek, eating Greek cuisine, and
visiting Greece over the summer.
Karamanolis truly has it all: academics, extracurriculars, and an unmatched way with words. As
she moves forward in life, it’s certain that she will
positively impact the communities she reaches.
no
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Sherry recounts his new hobbies from quarantine
by Maya Gomez
Sports Editor

Whether he’s marching on the football field or making pizza for
his family, swag senior Cam Sherry is bound to excel in any activity
into which he inserts himself. A “master at nothing [who is] fairly
good at everything,” Sherry shared that he bounced from hobby to
hobby during the global pandemic.
“I have no other way to put it — COVID took away my favorite
activities. It sounds bad, but it did. It got rid of marching band
and trips and traveling. A lot of plans with my family simply went
away.” Sherry added, “We all missed out on a lot. I try not to talk
about it too much to be honest. I can pretend like it didn’t happen.”

The 18 year old revealed that he passed time during quarantine by
picking up and practicing a variety of different activities including baking,
handwriting, sewing, learning how to play the guitar and ukulele, and
juggling. “I do a lot of stuff. I’m good at none of it, but I do try it. I’m
like the bad part of the Renaissance men where I have so many hobbies...I
was obsessed with handwriting. I have like three journals of cursive.”
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Sherry revealed that the only hobby he’s stuck to over the years has
been juggling. “Juggling is the one activity that you can at least do on
your own time. I always joke that if the color guard needs a juggling
coach, I’ll always be here.” With more time on his hands now, the senior
fills his excess time with the Los Gatos High School Marching Band.

Having played the baritone since middle school, this marcher
ended his very last LGHS fall season as the leader of his section, low
brass. Sherry revealed that his older brother and LGHS class of 2019
alum Joshua Sherry was also in marching band, specifically on the
drumline, exposing Sherry to the LGHS band earlier than usual. “I was
able to meet the band people before I even came to the program. So
for like three years I had been involved in the music program without
actually being a part of it. I figured that I was already too involved,
that I might as well join.” Because of the pre-existing relationships
he had within the program, Sherry found the transition from middle
school band to LGHS fairly easy.
This past season, Sherry proudly held the title of low brass section
leader. The marcher shared that his experience with the low brass began
when he “switched from clarinet to baritone in the sixth grade.” Today,
Sherry plays both the tuba and baritone, which added qualifications to
his band leadership application process. “Honestly, I applied because
I thought I was qualified. I’ve had the best time with my other section leader, Mia Caligiuri these past few months.” Sherry added, “I
think a big part about being a leader and a role model is bringing the
energy that others tend to keep hidden. Like, [being] the guy, or girl,
or person who hustles on and off the field, who yells to their section
during water breaks that it’s time to get back out, and who branches
out to other people.”
Filled with devotion, passion, and energy, this senior is bound to
go to great places in life, wherever his path may lead him.

People
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by Emily Duvall and Georgia Kaufman
Humor Editor and Media Production Editor

Although new to Los Gatos High School this
year, junior Tommy Ankenbrandt has quickly
become a bright light at our school. A transfer from
Archbishop Mitty High School, Ankenbrandt is a
kind and extremely humble person; he is definitely
the kind of guy you want to be friends with.

E. Duvall

Ankenbrandt is a driven student inside and outside the classroom. Whether he’s on the basketball
court, in class, or with friends, the man stands out
in a crowd, not just because he stands at a towering
six feet and five inches.
Being new to the high school this year did not
prevent Ankenbrandt from being a hard working
student. Taking four honors and AP classes this
year, the junior is not a slacker. He explained,
“It’s great being new at LGHS. The community is
great, and it was an easy transition into all of my
classes.” His favorite class is AP Physics because “it
is challenging, but also very interesting…it’s cool
when [physics] is applied to the outside world.”
Whether due to his academic intelligence or personable behaviors, he has eased into his transition
from Mitty to LG.

p l ay e r

When he was in seventh grade, Ankenbrandt
moved to Los Gatos from Colorado where he had
lived for 13 years. His father’s job prompted the
move, and he explained that moving “turned out
to be a great decision.” After coming here from
Colorado, he attended Fisher Middle School. Ankenbrandt fit in quickly and began involving himself
in activities from the start.
Ankenbrandt also has lots to offer on the basketball court. He began playing basketball when
he was six years old. Due to Central Coast Section
(CCS) transfer rules, Ankenbrandt is prohibited
from playing with the LGHS team until Jan. 1, 2022;
however, he plans to play with his club team, Team
Arsenal, until then. For the club team, Ankenbrandt
plays power forward, and he believes he will mainly
play forward for the school team. Ankenbrandt is a
versatile player, allowing him to play in different
positions around the court depending on what his
team needs.
Not only does he excel in academics and athletics, but he also thrives in other extracurricular
activities. Ankenbrandt explained that in his free
time he “plays the guitar and hangs out with
friends.” He added, “I wish I had time to go surfing,
but this year is pretty busy.” His busy schedule,
filled with basketball and academics, makes it
tougher for him to participate in other extracurriculars. He expressed his interest in a future in
business, explaining, “I’m not in any clubs, but I
would definitely join anything related to the stock
market or business if I had more free time.” Ankenbrandt enjoys playing the guitar, sharing, “it’s a
break from all of the schoolwork and basketball. I
started playing ukulele in Hawaii and then switched
to guitar a few months later.”
Be sure to be on the lookout around campus for
Ankenbrandt’s lively persona and stellar academic
ability or catch him perfecting his basketball
skills to prepare for his return to the LGHS Varsity
basketball team.

by Michaela Thimot
Culture Editor

Whether she’s discovering a new sport or
biking around town, sophomore Alexa Musser
stands out in every aspect of her life.
Even though this is only her second year at
LGHS, Musser shines as a core member of two
Varsity sports: field hockey and softball. She first
picked up a field hockey stick in seventh grade and
has excelled at the sport ever since. LGHS’s team
recently celebrated its Central Coastal Section
win against Saint Francis after the game went to
four overtimes. Musser is also part of a club field
hockey team which traveled to Florida to play in a
National Hockey Tournament during Thanksgiving
break. The “leadership and camaraderie” the older
girls on the team display makes Musser a better
player and “playing with people that are older and
really excel [makes her] better because I [get] to
play against the best.”
Since there is a relatively low number of girls
who play softball in Los Gatos, Musser has played
softball with most of the same teammates since
she was five. She really appreciates the close
sisterhood she has formed with the other girls,
and it makes the sport even more enjoyable.
Although she does not have the time to play on a
club softball team during school, over the summer
she played on a club team. The team — led by
her high school coaches — traveled to a variety
of places to compete.
Musser’s athleticism doesn’t stop with her
Varsity sports. At home, she finds herself roller
skating and has turned out to be quite good at it.
Musser enjoys trying out a variation of just about
any outdoor activity with her little brother Beau,
and her little sister Stella. Whenever she has time,
she loves to pick up a bike, go down to the park
with Beau, and challenge random tennis players
to games. Although she has to travel up to Lake

Tahoe to do it, Musser is also exceptionally good at
wakeboarding. Nearly every summer she goes up
with her family and friends and spends most of her
time on the water. Musser has two dogs: Bolt, who is
about nine years old, and Dale, who is one year old.
Over Christmas break, Musser is once again
traveling to Sun Valley, ID, to check out the ski
slopes with as many friends as she can bring along.
She has a mountain of skiing trips lined up as she
plans to go to Montana right after her Idaho trip.
Musser grew up skiing at Kirkwood, which is a place
she says not many of her friends ski, so she grew up
skiing alone, making her a little less of an adventure
skier but still just as advanced.
Since they opened back up, Musser has gone to
every sports game and concert she can, especially
the concerts at Shoreline. So far, she has seen
Dierks Bentley, Riley Green, and Parker McCollum,
as well as Luke Bryan. In school, Musser loves her
3D-Design class because she can use it as a creative
outlet. She also is a part of a charity group called
NCL (National Charity League) and she “loves the
chance to give back to [her] community in any way
[she] can.” Musser’s limitless creativity and endless
drive to push herself to be better will allow her to
accomplish any new daring activity she discovers.

courtesy A. Musser
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by Dana Hathaway

Sports Editor

Although his time has been short at LGHS, freshman Cooper
Codding has already defined himself at LGHS through his sociable
personality and outstanding cross country ability. Codding follows in
the footsteps of his two LGHS alumni brothers as he balances his sport,
his classes, and his friends.
Codding recalls that he “only got serious about running around
last summer,” but has enjoyed running as a hobby “pretty much

since I saw my brother Flynn run for Los Gatos.” During the 2021 fall
sports season he participated in cross country as part of the Varsity
team, and although the team did not make it to leagues, Codding had
a fantastic season. He calls the Santa Clara Valley Athletic League
(SCVAL) Championships the “absolute highlight of the season.” The
race took place over a “pretty fun, hilly course” near San Francisco.
Codding “search[ed] for a personal record,” over the 2.95 mile course,
and he found it. He ran the course in 19 minutes and 1 second, a huge
improvement from his last race of the same length, which he ran in 20
minutes and 21 seconds a little over a month earlier. Overall, Codding
placed fifth among freshmen and 11th within the freshman/sophomore
division. He earned the fastest LG freshman time and “was so excited
that [his] work paid off.”
While Codding is an exceptional athlete, that is certainly not
his only passion. The budding artist is taking 3-D Design this year,
a class that he describes as “not super high intensity...you can just
make art and not stress.” Codding dubbed Candy Monsters the class’s
most interesting project, in which the design class walked to Lolli
and Pops before making sculptures out of the candy. While the class
is his favorite, he does not shy away from other forms of art including
drawing, ceramics, and occasionally painting. Codding explains that
“[art] is pretty important; it drives me to add meaning behind the
work, and it’s also just fun.” His other classes include Spanish 2, as
he took Spanish in middle school at RJ Fisher.
In Codding’s limited free time, he can often be found with his
rapidly expanding friend group. Codding explains that “being at the
high school I’ve definitely made some new friends...people from CT and
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people from Fisher that I just didn’t know.” While they occasionally
make official plans, often Codding and his friends simply “go to someone’s house or go swimming” after school to catch up and hang out.
At home, French bulldogs and a large family give Codding an
exciting household. With a household filled to the brim, there is never
a shortage of love and support towards the young, aspiring runner.
Codding is driven yet easy going, amicable as well as down-to-earth,
and his personality separates him from the masses. Codding’s name
is sure to appear in print again once track and field begins, but until
then he will continue to make the most of his freshman year at Los
Gatos High. As he says. “I haven’t really met my goals yet but I’m on
my way to them; I’m at a steady pace.”

Steiner starts on Varsity volleyball as a freshman
by Kate Gruetter
Culture Editor

Nicole Steiner is nothing short of
impressive, boasting commitments to
LGHS Varsity basketball and volleyball. The freshman brings a new
meaning to the phrase “working
hard”; she has played sports since
she can remember, and her biggest
motivator is competition. Not only
is Steiner a player to watch out for,
but she’s also a person to admire.
Steiner may devote most of her
free time to sports, but it’s a commitment she loves and values. When asked
what she would do if put in her coach’s shoes
for a day, Steiner didn’t answer that she would
make practice fun or easy, she chose the opposite,
revealing that she would “push me really hard because I want to see
what would happen.” Elaborating, she confirmed that “even [though]
I do like fun practices . . . I would push me to see how well I can
do.” Steiner’s dedication to her sports is apparent in her success;
her volleyball team made it to the CCS semifinals.
When asked what advice she would give to younger players, the
freshman didn’t hesitate to provide her insight. “Don’t let other

people being good bug you, even if they are taller and
stronger,” she continues saying, “keep trying...
make other people’s skills want to encourage
you.” Steiner stands at 5’11, so her advice
about height clearly isn’t from personal
experience. However, the perseverance
that her advice advocates for is apparent
in her impressive sports achievements;
she is a freshman who has already made
two Varsity teams.
Steiner’s team is a huge part of her
love for the sport, especially the friends
she continues to make throughout her
career. Upperclassmen are a group whom
Steiner feels she wouldn’t connect with without volleyball, stating, “There’s so many seniors
here that I wouldn’t even know. But I’ve gotten
close with them . . . I’m going to miss them.” Steiner’s
love of tournaments stems from “not even playing [but] just
being with the team.” Hannah Slover and Allison Black are two
players Steiner specifically mentioned. Steiner finds inspiration
in Slover and Black is a teammate Steiner feels volleyball has
brought her closer to.
Her coaches are also huge inspirations for Steiner, and their
encouragement is what fostered her love for volleyball. Steiner
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especially appreciates “coaches who see stuff in me and they’re like
hey, I know you can do this.” She continued, adding that she values
coaches “who believe in me when I don’t.”
Commitment and determination are key for Steiner, making frustration and mistakes motivators, rather than obstacles. Although it
was hard to avoid these hardships completely, Steiner saw them as
opportunities for self improvement, conveying that “It gets in my head
at first, but then I [think] if I want to go far in a sport that I need
to get better, and that I want to get better.” Her peers and who she
surrounds herself with are also large influences, and Steiner explained
that when she sees “people doing good in them [sports] . . .I want to
be like them and just match them.”

Page 18

Sports

• LG Rowing Club
competes nationally
• Wildcats field hockey
wins championship

El Gato • Friday, December 10, 2021 • Los Gatos High School • www.elgatonews.com

Los Gatos Rowing Club brings home medals for Wildcat students
by Georgia Kaufman
Media Production Editor

The Los Gatos Rowing Club (LGRC) has reached the end of its fall
season with all four teams (Varsity Men, Varsity Women, Novice Men,
and Novice Women) having had an extremely successful racing season
preparing them for the upcoming spring season.
Typically, the fall season is a time for rowers to work on rowing
longer distances at a comfortable “steady state” pace, as compared
to the spring season that will consist of much shorter distances and
more sprint work.
Over the weekend of Oct. 21, 29 select LGRC athletes from both
Varsity teams traveled to Cambridge, MA, for the prestigious annual
Head of the Charles Regatta. Seventeen of the 29 athletes who raced
on Oct. 24 were Los Gatos High students.
Results from the iconic 4700 meter race are as follows.
The men’s youth 4x+, including LGHS junior Miles Kramer and
senior Justin Renner, placed third out of 47 entries. The men’s youth
4+ placed sixth out of 84 entries, and finished first in the U17 4+
category. That boat included LGHS junior Alberto Lasso.
The women’s youth 1x placed sixth out of 46 entries. The women’s
youth 4x+ was a boat filled completely with Los Gatos students: juniors
Lara Cetin, Hannah Jenkins, Grace Vierra, Uma Kausik, and Hannah
Feldman, placing ninth out of 52 entries.
The men’s and women’s youth double entries from LGRC also consisted of only LG students, juniors Ian Moss and Ethan Kim entered for
the men’s category, and juniors Amanda Collins and Julia Kiplinger

for the women’s category. They both placed 32 out of 53 and 54
entries, respectively.
The last boat entered for the Los Gatos Rowing Club was the
women’s youth 8+, placing 49 of 76 entries. This boat included juniors
Georgia Kaufman and Daisy Simpson, along with sophomores
Lauren Fisher, Annika Sivi, and Sarah Drabkin.
A few weeks after the Head of the Charles regatta, LGRC athletes
made their way to Foster City, CA, to compete in the 5000 meter
Head of the Lagoon race. All four teams entered a variety of boats,
with singles competing on Sat., Nov. 13, and the rest of the boats
competing on Sun., Nov. 14.
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TAKING THE DUB: LGRC Varsity women pose after racing at Head of the Charles.

The Varsity and Novice Women’s teams entered a total of 14 boats
— one single, six doubles, three quads, two fours, and two eights. The
single entry placed first. The U16 2x with sophomore Lauren Fisher
placed third in their category. The U17 4+ placed third, including
sophomores Bridie Beamish, Daniella Swedenborg, Annika Sivi, and
Sarah Drabkin. The U17 2x placed third overall, including LG juniors
Lara Cetin and Hannah Jenkins. The two novice 4x+ placed first and
third in the novice category, including freshmen Emerson Adams, Alex
Buchowski, Kyra Cherlopalle, and sophomore Lucie Boillet.
The Varsity and Novice Men’s teams entered 12 boats, including four
singles, one double, two quads, two fours, and three eights.
On the 13th, the U17 single entry placed second, consisting solely
of junior Alberto Lasso. Nov. 14 marked many successes for the rest
on the men’s teams. The U17 4x placed second, including LG juniors
Brandon Boehme and Ethan Kim. The U17 4- with juniors Max Fiedler
and Myles Hart placed second. The Novice 4x+ placed third. The U17 8+
placed third, including students Diego Lasso, Brandon Boehme, Finlay
Slater, and Ethan Kim. The youth 8+, including students Miles Kramer,
Alberto Lasso, Justin Renner, and Jackson Cheetham, placed third.
Los Gatos Rowing Club is projected to have a very successful spring
season, with athletes on all four teams excited to get into the more
competitive sprinting season and make their way back to Sarasota, FL,
for Youth Nationals in 2022. Nationals are being held at Nathan Benderson Park June 9-12. You can catch up with the LGRC family on their
individual Instagram pages: @losgatosrowingclub, @lgrcvarsitywomen,
and @lgrcvarsitymen.

Ohtani shines at the MLB Awards Star tennis player goes missing
by Senji Torrey
Public Relations Manager

Major League Baseball’s finest flocked to the
MLB Awards on Nov. 15 where Los Angeles Angels’
two way phenom Shohei Ohtani shined brighter
than the rest, claiming a historic four awards
before the end of the night.
Shohei Ohtani, born in the rural Oshu Japanese
village on the outskirts of the Iwate prefecture, was
born to play baseball. By high school, Shotime was
already throwing 100 mile per hour fastballs, and
by 18, he was debuting at Japan’s highest level, the
Nippon Professional Baseball league. After taking
the Hokkaido-based Nippon Ham Fighters to the
final series in 2016, Ohtani set sail for the sunny
coast of LA to sign with the Los Angeles Angels.
Here, he quickly established himself as a dualthreat hitter and pitcher. In just his first season,
Ohtani belted 22 home runs, putting him within
the top three in his entire team. For his pitching,
Ohtani picked up four wins while on the mound
and a respectable 3.31 ERA in 10 appearances.
Things simply took off from there as Ohtani
continued to climb the ranks of the pitching and
batting lineup alike. By the end of this season, he
found himself at the top of both.
Perhaps the most notable award Ohtani picked
up that night is the American League’s Most Valuable Player Award, which he won unanimously for
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UP TO BAT: Ohtani, with a .257 average, preps to swing.

only the 19th time since the league’s inception.
Ohtani’s duality of hitting and pitching as the
only player to have at least 30 home runs and 30
strikeouts in a season was what ultimately earned
him a spot among the likes of Ken Griffey Jr., Roger
Clemens, and fellow Japanese native Ichiro Suzuki.
Ohtani’s phenomenal hitting propelled him not
only to MVP, but also to an AL Silver Slugger trophy
as a designated hitter. This award, given out to
the best offensive player in each position for each
league, was destined for the Japanese powerhouse.
His .257 batting average resulted in 46 home runs
and 100 runs batted in (RBIs), placing him 3rd in
runs and 18th for RBIs in the entire league.
As if two wasn’t enough, MLB Commissioner
Rob Manfred pulled out his Commissioner’s Historic
Achievement Award for the first time since 2014
to commemorate Ohtani’s unprecedented two-position All Star status. The Angels’ star explained
that “This award is not given out every year, so
it’s very special...I’m not sure I even deserve it.
But if Mr. Manfred is going to give it to me, I will
gladly accept,” to which Manfred responded, “It
would be a mistake for us not to do something
just to recognize this one season while we had the
opportunity to do it.”
Ohtani rounded home plate with a Player’s
Choice Award, which was more than enough to
earn him yet another honor, this time from his
home country of Japan. However, Ohtani humbly
declined the “People’s Honor Award,” a general
award given to individuals who excel in their fields
of entertainment, explaining that it was still too
early to receive such recognition.
Given that he has claimed four awards, as well
as made both the All-MLB First and Second team,
it wouldn’t be surprising to see Ohtani jumping up
and down with a spray of champagne. Instead, this
future Hall of Famer spent the night celebrating
with his mother, in anticipation of next March.
(Sources: USA Today, Japan Times, LA Times, Sporting News, The Score, MLB.com, CBS Sports)

by Bridie Beamish

Media Production Editor

In a viral announement on a social media site
called Weibo, three-time Olympic Chinese tennis
player Peng Shuai accused former Vice Premier of the
People’s Republic of China, Zhang Gaoli, of coercing
her into sex. Within minutes, censors erased Peng’s
#MeToo allegations from the internet, blocking them
from search results and blocking her Weibo account.
She then disappeared for weeks.
Peng, one of China’s top tennis players, is a
two-time Grand Slam champion who has won 25
tour titles, and became the first Chinese player to
rank number one in doubles ranking. She is largely
credited for the rising popularity of tennis in China.
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CHINESE POWERHOUSE: Peng dominates in her element.

Around three weeks after Peng’s disappearance, a
news source posted a video of her at a restaurant and
another of her at a tennis tournament.
After facing online criticism for their silence,
the International Olympic Committee (IOC) president stated they spoke to her in a video conference
days after the videos surfaced and will continue to
stay in touch, offering her “wide-ranging support.”
Human Rights Watch, in a show of support for Peng,
has accused the IOC of being complicit to China’s
censorship. Shortly after, China’s state-run news
service CGTN published a copy of an email claimed to
be written by Peng declaring her safety and denying
her previous claims.

State media published the email and Peng sent it
to the Women’s Tennis Association (WTA) chairman
and CEO Steve Simon. Simon, echoing the views of
many prominent politicians and athletes, expressed his
concerns about the authenticity of the email and the
likelihood that Peng could communicate independently
and without censorship. The Biden Administration and
United Nations human rights office have also joined the
calls for Beijing to provide proof of Peng’s well-being.
Others are calling for the IOC to change the 2022 winter
Olympics location from Beijing, arguing for a diplomatic boycott of the event if it is not. On Monday, the
Biden Administration announced its boycott, although
US athletes will compete.
On Dec. 1, the WTA announced that they are suspending all tournaments in China in support of Peng.
They had 11 events scheduled there for this year. Simon
voiced his thoughts that there must be verifiable proof
that Peng is free of censorship and that her claims
are being investigated. He declared, “unless China
takes the steps we have asked for, we cannot put our
players and staff at risk by holding events in China.”
Simon further explained that he is prepared to lose
millions of dollars with this decision as “this is bigger
than the business.”
Support for Shuai can be seen from some of the
world’s top tennis players such as Naomi Osaka, Serena
Williams, and Billie Jean King are speaking out and
using the hashtag #WhereIsPengShuai. The hashtag
has since spread with social media users worldwide
calling for justice for Peng and for a change in China’s
censorship.
Simon credits his decision to remove the WTA from
China with the belief that Peng’s allegations must
be freely expressed and accounted for. “If powerful
people can suppress the voices of women and sweep
allegations of sexual assault under the rug, then the
basis on which the WTA was founded — equality for
women — would suffer an immense setback. I will not
and cannot let that happen to the WTA and its players.”
(Sources: CNN, IOC, NPR, NYT, The Washington Post,
The Wall Street Journal)

Alvarez Rego alleges sexual assault by Diego Maradona
by Lucy Sells

Media Production Editor

On Monday, Nov. 22, 2021, Mayvs Alvarez Rego accused Argentine
soccer player Diego Maradona of sexual abuse. The World Cup champion
died at sixty years old in November of 2020 from a heart attack due to
complications from his longtime drug abuse.
Thirty-seven-year-old Alvarez Rego attended a sports conference in
Buenos Aires after testifying to an Argentine Ministry of Justice a week
before stating her allegations. In 2001, Alvarez Rego met Maradona when
he was receiving drug treatment in Cuba. During that time, Maradona
was 40 years old and Alvarez Rego was 16. Allegedly, the two formed a
relationship that lasted for four to five years. In the relationship, Maradona forced Alvarez Rego to do cocaine, therefore leading to her own
problems with addiction.
Alvarez Rego states that during their relationship, Maradona raped her
in the clinic in Havana where he was staying. In her testimony, Alvarez
Rego said, “He covers my mouth, he rapes me, I don’t want to think about
it too much.” Alvarez Rego went on to say that the only reason her family
allowed the relationship to continue was because of Maradona’s friendship
with the late Cuban president, Fidel Castro. Alvarez Rego claims to have,
“Loved him, but I hated him too. I even thought about suicide.”

Alvarez Rego also alleges Maradona’s entourage held her against her
will at a hotel in Buenos Aires where she was banned from leaving the
hotel room alone, and she was even forced into a breast augmentation
operation during the trip.
Two decades have passed since Maradona’s alleged abuse, and
Alvarez Rego is now much older with two kids of her own. After
years of silence, she chose to speak out following the release of a TV
series about Maradona. Alvarez Rego shared that her goal was to, “Say
what happened to [her], to prevent it from happening to others, or at
least so that other girls feel the strength, the courage to speak up.”
Argentine soccer star Diego Maradona is regarded as one of the
greatest players in the history of soccer. The World Cup champion
received the FIFA player of the twentieth-century award on December
11, 2000. Maradona has left an immense impact on the soccer world,
leading numerous club teams to victory through skill instead of brute
force. Throughout his career, Maradona faced many controversies,
namely his ban from playing in 1991 and 1994 for drug abuse. Despite
Maradona’s addiction, he was still highly esteemed in the sports world,
that is until this year.
When visiting Argentina, Alvarez Rego said, “It’s hard to be in
his country, to see that he is everywhere, he is an idol and at the

same time everything I remember about him as a person feels ugly.”
The allegations shocked soccer fans worldwide. Alvares Rego has not
made any further comments since her initial allegations.
(Sources: ESPN, The Independent)
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STRIKING BEFORE DOWNFALL: Rego alleges longtime abuse at Diego Maradona’s hands.
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UC Berkeley wins Big Game NFL teams move to playoffs
by Jenna Roselli
Public Relations Manager
The California Golden Bears beat the Stanford
Cardinals 41 to 11 at the Cal-Stanford football game,
known as the Big Game, on Nov. 20. Going into the
match, Stanford was heavily favored to win as they
have won ten out of twelve of the last Big Games.
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READY FOR BATTTLE: Stanford preps for the Big Game.

The first Cal-Stanford football rivalry game took
place on Mar. 19 1892 and 129 years later, it’s a
long standing tradition. In the National Collegiate
Athletic Association Division I Football Bowl Subdivision, Berkeley and Stanford’s rivalry game is
considered the tenth longest. The rivalry extends
far beyond the football field and into other sports
and departments of the cross-bay rivals. The two
water polo teams participate in the Big Splash, the
volleyball teams go head to head in the Big Spike,
the ice hockey teams play in the Big Freeze, the
quidditch teams host the Big Sweep, the schools’
newspapers play touch football in the Ink Bowl,
and the two schools compete in Rivals for Life, a
blood drive.
The events of the first quarter, in which neither
team scored any points, did not harm Stanford’s
expectation to win the Big Game. However, Stanford
was already losing by the second quarter. Wide
receiver Trevon Clark scored the first touchdown for
the Bears off an 84 yard pass from Chase Garbers.

Later on in the second quarter, Christopher Brooks
secured Cal another touchdown after a one-yard
pass from Garbers. And at the very end of the quarter, kicker Joshua Karty made a 32 yard field goal.
The Bears dominated the third quarter —
kicker Dario Longhetto made a twenty-four yard
field goal, then another, but this time of thirtyfour yards, and running back Marcel Dancy scored
a touchdown after running seventy-six yards.
Stanford had the opportunity for a comeback
in the start of the fourth quarter when they scored
a touchdown after a one-yard run from running
back Austin Jones. To put some more points on
the scoreboard, Stanford went for the two-point
conversion and successfully executed the play
with quarterback Tanner McKee passing to wide
receiver John Humphreys who made it to the end
zone. However, Stanford failed to secure any more
touchdowns, providing all the necessary room for
Cal to prevail with two more touchdowns: Marcel
Dancy with a two yard run, and Chris Street with
a five-yard run for the last touchdown of the game.
When the final score read 41 to 11, the Cal
students stormed the field to congratulate and
celebrate with their team. After the last nine years
in a row, the Axe, which is the official reward of
the Big Game for the victor, finally returned to
the hand of the Bears.
(Sources: ESPN, American Football Wiki)
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KICKIN’ IT: Berkeley football warms up on the Stanford field.

by Trent Bartlett
National/World Editor
With the NFL playoffs quickly approaching,
the next few weeks are crucial for teams looking to make a late playoff push or fighting for
the number one seed. No team has secured a
playoff spot, and no one is ruled out; it is any
team’s game. The American Football Conference
(AFC) and Nation Football Conference (NFC) have
intense rivalries and close games that are key for
positioning in the playoffs.
Out of the two, the closest in terms of playoff
chances is arguably the NFC, having only six teams
with an above .500 win rate, and everyone is in
the hunt for one of the three wild card spots.
However, that is not to say the AFC is less intense
because it has had six different teams at the top
of the rankings in different weeks throughout
the season.
In the AFC, the top seed is currently the Baltimore Ravens, with eight wins and three losses.
Right behind the Ravens are last week’s number
one seeded Tennessee Titans and the New England
Patriots, records of 8-4 and a bye week coming on
week 13. Behind the top three are the Kansas City
Chiefs, Buffalo Bills, and Cincinnati Bengals with
7-4 records. Rounding off the playoff rankings are
the Los Angeles Chargers at 6-5.
While all the teams are neck and neck, the
New England Patriots have the hot hand after
winning six in a row against tough teams like
the Titans, Bills, and Indianapolis Colts, who are
currently ranked eighth in the AFC. Conversely,
the Titans have hit a rough patch after losing two
straight without star running back Derrick Henry
and wide receiver A.J Brown, who are both on
Injured Reserve.
Over in the NFC, records are just as close,
but injuries plague the playoff contenders as we
get down to the wire. The top-seeded Arizona
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DON’T GET SACKED: Washington battles the Saints for a victory.

Cardinals have a 9-2 record, yet have been without their star wide receiver DeAndre Hopkins and
quarterback Kyler Murray due to different injuries
for four weeks. Behind the Cardinals are the Green
Bay Packers, who are looking good with a strong
record of 9-3, although their future hall of famer
Aaron Rodgers is dealing with a broken toe, and
cornerback Jaire Alexander is also on Injured
Reserve for an AC joint injury. The reigning champs,
Tampa Bay Buccaneers, led by Tom Brady, round out
the top three. The Dallas Cowboys come in fourth
place, followed by the Los Angeles Rams, who are
coming off a three-game losing streak; both have
a 7-4 record. On the other hand, the sixth-ranked
local San Francisco 49ers are on a hot streak winning four straight with a record of 6-5 and looking
to make it five to raise their ranking. Finally, the
Minnesota Vikings took the last playoff spot with
a 5-6 record but beat the second-seeded Packers
and other top contenders.
As the end of the season approaches quickly, the
action is crazy and will only increase with potential
playoff berths soon coming. Be sure to catch the
local 49ers play as their schedule only gets tougher
from here on out.
(Sources: ESPN, NFL)

LG soccer teams celebrate a competitive start to the season
by Senji Torrey
Public Relations Manager
The girls’ and boys’ soccer teams played their first matches
this month, setting the tone for the rest of the season. With two
months of games ahead, there is a lot to look forward to as we
enter into the winter months.

S. Torrey

READY PLAYER 3: LG girls’ soccer player prepares to put the ball into play.

Both the JV and Varsity boys’ soccer teams played their first
preseason games against Archbishop Mitty on Dec. 1. The JV squad
opened strong, taking a 1-0 lead early on with a goal from sophomore captain Nicolas Olivella. However, they soon lost grip of the
game after a quick response from the Monarchs. The opposition
would score two more goals before the final whistle to make the
game 1-3. The Varsity team did not fare any better, allowing two
goals before the first half’s end. After a redeeming start to their

second half, LG lost their footing and would enable Mitty to score
one more before the 90 minute mark resulting in a final score of 0-3.
Soon after this initial disappointment, the Varsity boys headed
to the Homestead Cup tournament to further acclimate themselves
to the upcoming long haul. Their first opponent, Saint Francis,
proved to be difficult, and were able to score a goal on the Wildcats.
However, juniors Brady Kamali and Drew Dillehay, a defender and
forward respectively, rallied the team to a 2-1 victory with their
two superb strikes. After the game, coach Frank Marotti told the
team that “We need to focus and take this one game at a time. I
know after what I saw today, we can do this. We all must buy in
and work our butts off.”
The girls JV team played their first match against Cupertino on
Dec. 4, where they dominated their opponents on the scoresheet
and on the field. Within the 90 minutes, LGHS put three goals
past the Cupertino defense for a final score of 3-0. After the game,
coach Richy Licon stated that “We are definitely off to a great
start! The game started off slow but we dominated after we put
one past the Cupertino goalie into the back of the net.” Looking
forward, Licon said that “I expect it to be a very successful season
with the amount of talent we have on this roster and am hopeful
to see how the girls develop this season!”
The Varsity girls’ squad played their first home game this
Tuesday against Menlo School, who entered into the match with
a 0-2 record. In anticipation of the match, senior Sara Sharma
explained that “I’m excited. I feel like our team is pretty strong.

L. Holland

BREAKING ANKLES: Senior Ally Keady defends against a Menlo player second 2021 game.

We have a few new coaches this year, but it’s been enjoyable.” LG
fought gallantly, battling it out for the full 90 minutes. However, a
last minute score for the Knights was enough to hand Menlo the win.
With just under a month until the league season begins, all four
teams are waiting and getting hyped up for their opportunity to shine.
Expectations are high for this year’s boys’ teams — as they enter into
the season with a chip on their shoulder after last year’s second place
in the SCVAL rankings — and even higher for girls’ teams, who won
the league last year. No matter, winter is looking to heat up with the
fiery intensity and dedication of this year’s Wildcats!
(Source: MaxPreps)

2021 Formula 1 approaches an exciting end to its season
by Trent Bartlett
National/World Editor
The current season of Formula 1 has been the most exciting
championship race since the 2016 season that saw two teammates battling it out in the last race; this 2021 season is also
coming down to the wire. Both seasons have a younger driver
going up against Lewis Hamilton, with the two title battles
coming down to the last two races and all the drivers having
impressive wins throughout the seasons.
Coming into the penultimate race, Max Verstappen leads
Hamilton by zero points due to having more wins. Verstappen
races for Redbull Honda in their RB13, taking his car to 9 wins
and 17 podiums for a total of 369.5 points. Verstappen is also
only 24 years old, yet in his seventh season in Formula 1.

VROOM VROOM: Driver races down the track, trying to make up time.

Hamilton has eight wins and 16 podiums, resulting in 369.5 race is crucial for the championship, and midfield battles for
points in his Mercedes W12. Competing in his 13th season, points are becoming increasingly important. This year’s midfield
Hamilton is attempting to win his fifth championship in a row consists of teams like Ferrari, Mclaren, and Alpine in 3rd, 4th,
with his sights set on beating Michael Schumacher’s seven World and 5th, respectively. These positions are separated by only 20
points and determine how much money the teams will have for
Championships.
The season has a big focus on the two battling it out for the next year, so fighting for every point is pivotal for the teams’
trophy. However, the rest of the field has been nothing shy of future success.
As the season’s last two races are fast approaching, the action
excellent, keeping every race incredibly interesting. This season
saw six different drivers and four teams win a Formula 1 race. continues until the final lap. With every position in the driver’s
The six include Hamilton, Verstappen, Estoban Ocon, Daniel Ric- championship and constructors still up for grabs, every team
cardio, Valtteri Bottas, and Serio Perez. Nevertheless, the most will be pushing for those critical points.
(Sources: ESPN, Formula 1, Sky News)
impressive win so far was Hamilton in Brazil.
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but was disqualified for not adhering to rules about his rear wing
opening being too large, and subsequently started from 20th.
In the sprint race, he made up 15 places in 24 laps and ended
in fifth, but had to take a five-place grid penalty for a gearbox
change. In Sunday’s full race on Nov. 14th, Hamilton started
from 10th position and quickly made his way to the front and
won the race by a margin of 15 seconds. xAfter the race, many
praised him for his incredible efforts, and the race has since
been called a “momentum changer,” according to Toto Wolff,
who manages the Mercedes Formula 1 team.
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With momentum shifting from Redbull to Mercedes after
three consecutive wins for Hamilton and Mercedes, the last SPARKS FLY: Cars race away from the start line to gain a time advantage.
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Field hockey takes first place at CCS Championships
by Emily Duvall
Humor Editor

The LGHS Varsity field hockey team ended its season in spectacular
fashion by clinching the Central Coast Section (CCS) Championship.
The match took place on Nov. 13 at Saratoga High School against Saint
Francis High School, a team who has always been a strong competitor
for the program. The CCS championship game eventually went into
an intense penalty shootout to determine the winner after the two

S. Elliott
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CCS CHAMPIONS: LGHS Varsity field hockey team caught in action at game.

overtime periods remained scoreless. LGHS came out on top by netting
a penalty in the second round of shots, handing them over the win
and the title of champions.
The most eventful moment of the game was without a doubt the
final winning goal. Junior Samantha Elliott who netted this winning
shot in sudden death overtime described the experience as “the most
surreal feeling in the world. I instantly turned around to find my teammates; I am still replaying that night in my head [at this] moment.”
Elliott was enthusiastic about how the team came together in so many
different ways to contribute to this one large win. In addition to this
wild match, the fact that this was the seniors’ final match definitely
was a strong factor in the game. Talking about how this game was
special for the class of 2022 on the team, Elliot stated, “Not only were
we playing for our current team, but for our seniors from last year who
didn’t get the opportunity to go to CCS due to COVID-19.” Although
saying goodbye has not happened just yet, she said that the seniors
“have become some of [her] closest friends and have been incredible
role models to all of [them] on and off the field.”

The match was definitely not one to miss. Many LGHS students of
all grades took over the bleachers at Saratoga to show their support
for the team. After the final shot, the fans then rushed the field.
They made posters, held up pictures, and cheered on the team as they
played this long awaited match. Elliot explained that “the bench and
the stands were so full of energy [that] it really helped encourage us
on the field, especially as we went into sudden death overtime. It was
really intense on the field and we were just trying to work as hard as
we could for each other.”
Prior to the game, the team and their supporters across the Los
Gatos community came together to do a short car parade down North
Santa Cruz Ave. The players had their cars decorated with all shades of
orange, black, and white, as they drove down the main road, honking
horns and showing off noisemakers. Post win, the team headed over to
T-Birds Pizza in Downtown Los Gatos to celebrate all of the successes
from the season, in addition to their 17th CCS win in program history.
The field hockey team definitely finished off with a bang by taking
home the CCS title, and they will be back to challenge the title next fall.

Basketball officially begins Dance performs downtown
by Matthew Fehr

National/World Editor

Basketball season is officially underway at Los
Gatos High School! Following several preseason
scrimmages, both the boys’ and girls’ Varsity teams
defeated their opponents in the first official games
of the year, kickstarting what is sure to be an
exciting season of hoops.
Prior to their first regular season game, the
boys’ Varsity team faced off against a challenging
Valley Christian High School squad on Nov. 18 in
an early test of the team’s ability. The Wildcats
emerged victorious, eking out a close 54-50 win.
The Varsity squad went on to completely dominate
Del Mar High School on Nov. 22 in the first regular
season non-conference game of the year, trouncing
them 76-27. Impressive performances by seniors
Arya Emarlou — who dropped 26 points on 8 of
12 shoots — and Trent Steiner — who contributed
19 points on 9 of 11 shoots — fueled their victory.
Los Gatos lost a tough game to Mountain View
on Nov. 27 by four points after a scoring drought in
the third quarter resulted in them squandering their
eight-point advantage, eventually losing the game
38-34. Junior and team captain Victor Josifovski
described, “Mountain View was kind of a smack in
the face. You know, you kind of need to lose early in
the season to know what you need to get better at.”
Asked about where the team could improve,
Emarlou said, “I think offensively, running our
sets, and then defensively just tightening up on
our rotations. And I think if we can do that, we’ll
be good to go for the rest of the season.” The boys’
JV team beat Del Mar 55-23 on Nov. 22 in their only
game of the season thus far.
The girls’ Varsity team opened their season on
Nov. 27 at home against Mountain View, running

up the score out of the gate to take an early 6-0
lead. Mountain View never recovered from the Wildcats’ quick start, allowing Los Gatos to cruise to a
comfortable 46-30 victory behind freshman Ashley
Childer’s 13 points on 5 of 8 shoots. Sophomore
Belle Bramer — who was nominated for athlete
of the week on both The Mercury News and West
Coast Preps — added 12 points on 4 of 8 shoots,
with freshman Nicole Steiner chipping in another
eight points.
Speaking about the team and the victory, senior
and team captain Jeanette Grasty said, “We have
a lot of new players, but I think we have a lot of
potential because everyone on the team is really
athletic, so I think we’ll do really well this year.
And hopefully we’ll be able to outrun the other
basketball teams and get to know each other’s skills
better so that we can play well together.” Los Gatos
played again on Dec. 2, beating Aragon High School
43-41 behind strong performances by Grasty and
Bramer. The girls’ JV team defeated Branham High
School 38-32 on Dec. 3 in their only matchup so far.
The first league games will not be played
until January. Until then, the Wildcats will look
to continue their strong performances throughout December against non-league opponents and
in tournaments.

M. Fehr

GAMEPLAN: Team converses before moving to the court.

by Jenna Roselli

Public Relations Manager

The loss at the Varsity football Central CoastSection (CCS) Championship playoff game on Nov.
12 not only marked the end of this year’s football
season, but also brought the dance team’s sideline
and half-time performances to a close. After the
incredibly intense game between Los Gatos and
Bellarmine College Preparatory, sophomore Saya
Alvarez said, “after watching all of the seasons’
home games, it was incredibly hard to witness a
loss, especially after watching the dance team and
the senior members work so hard.” Senior Galina
Dumov has a different perspective as she recalls,
“it was unfortunate that the team lost, but it was
such a fun game to perform on the sidelines — I
don’t think I’ve ever been so involved in football.”
The team still has a few performance opportunities left this semester for students, family,
friends, and community members to witness as
the dance team transitions into the basketball
season. The dance team will perform on Dec. 10
and 17 at the Varsity girls’ and boys’ basketball
home games. Next semester, the dance team will
be getting ready for the spring rally in addition
to performing at even more Varsity home games.
In the meantime, the dance team has been
busy with local performances, specifically their
festive routine at the Holiday Promenade on
Dec. 4 in downtown Los Gatos. This year differed
from previous years as normally the dance team
would perform in the Los Gatos Christmas/Holiday Parade that typically travels down N. Santa
Cruz Avenue and Main Street. Due to “COVID-19
concerns and many other logistics,” the sponsors
of the event decided to forego the parade and
instead host a Holiday Promenade similar to the
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DECEMBER DANCING: Students pose for photo at Promenade.

Thursday Promenades held over the summer. While
there was a general feeling of gratitude among the
team to be at least performing somewhere amidst
the ongoing pandemic, there was also a longing
for a tradition that many of the members have
grown up with. Senior dance team captain Avery
McCloughan stated, “I really enjoyed performing at
the promenade; however, it will never compare to
the tradition of the town’s Christmas parade that I
have grown up attending.“
The dance team performed a Christmas-inspired
jazz funk dance at the stage located on the corner
of Santa Cruz Avenue and Bean Avenue, choreographed by another senior dance team captain
Bryn Grespan. Grespan describes choreographing
and teaching the dance to the team as a “fun way
to get everyone in the holiday spirit.” Although she
was bummed to not participate in the usual holiday
parade, Grespan said that she’s “so grateful to be a
part of the promenade and see everyone come out to
support the community. [She] feels very fortunate to
support and spread some joy with [the dance team’s]
dancing during this holiday season.”(Sources: Patch)

POM: Katya Vrijen leads 2021 Varsity field hockey team
by Sonali Muthukrishnan
Editor-in-Chief

With her passion for mentorship, quirky personality, and love
for field hockey, senior Katya Vrijen is going places. Coming off
of a Central Coast Section (CCS) championship win with the LGHS
girls’ field hockey team, this team captain is leaving the group
on a high note. In this season alone, the team won 16 of their
17 games. Before moving to Los Gatos in fourth grade from the
Netherlands, Vrijen started playing field hockey at around seven
years old. She shared that in the Netherlands most little kids play
field hockey because it is a really big gender-neutral sport, similar
to what basketball is for Americans. She followed in the footsteps
of her dad and older sister, joining the same field hockey club
they were a part of.
The senior started playing with the Quicksilver Cats field hockey
team in sixth grade while she attended RJ Fisher Middle School.
To Vrijen field hockey is a “place to unwind and be yourself.” Her
seven-year stint with the team makes it feel more like family
because she “do[es]n’t need to hold anything back.” The sport is
a great physical outlet for her and boosted her confidence. She
found her voice on the team as a goalie because she had to “tell

defense what to do.” In her freshman year at LGHS, Head Coach
Henry Reyes placed her on the Varsity team, making her the only
freshman on Varsity that year.
A huge part of the team’s success in the last few years is thanks
to Vrijen’s head coach. Vrijen shared that Reyes “really cares about
the program,” as he has been with it for 30+ years. She describes
his coaching style as “loud and a little strict,” but she appreciates
his intensity because it keeps the girls focused on getting better.
Reflecting on when she became captain, Vrijen explained, “I
really wasn’t expecting anything,” so it was “a bit out of the blue.”
The senior is the second goalie captain that Reyes has ever had, so
she “just didn’t think it would happen.” To her surprise the coaches
and captains from last year decided that she would be a good fit
for the role. Throughout the season, Vrijen enjoyed collaborating
with her co-captains, Madi McDonough and Natasha Evenden,
both seniors as well. She stated that they all “bring something
different to the table,” and “unconditionally support each other.”
During the intense CCS final, Vrijen found the shootouts to be
the most nerve-racking because the pressure fell on her shoulders.
She explained that “because they were so nervous at finals, I think
it changed the field player’s game…it was super surprising,” but

she figured it out in the end, stopping three of the last five field goals.
Leading up to the game, the team buckled down. For Vrijen, winning
CCS felt like “redemption,” because her sophomore year was the first
time the team lost the final in seven years. It was an exciting night
and a great way to finish the season for the seniors leaving this year.
In terms of what she will miss most, Vrijen shared that Coach Anita
Reyes and the lower classman she got close to this year will be the
hardest to leave behind. In college, Vrijen hopes to continue playing
field hockey in a club setting, so that she can explore new passions.
She plans to pursue public health wherever she ends up.
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SENIOR STAR: Katya Vrijen snaps picture with Varsity team post victory.

