
by Jordan Chan
Editorial Editor

During online school, the LGHS band classes adapted to the  
multitude of obstacles posed by distance learning: students had to play 
their instruments over Zoom, edit and overlay recordings, and replace 
annual concerts with innovative projects. However, now that we’re back 
at school on a full-time schedule, the school’s bands are well under way! 

LGHS students in the notorious Brass Chaos group, the pep group 
that swings brass instruments like trumpets and baritones while 
simultaneously making music, performed at the first Spirit Rally of the 
year on Sept. 24. Their arrangement featured thrilling choreography, 
a whimsical score, and a whole lot of school spirit. Each of the Brass 
Chaos players sported their class color to show off their Wildcat pride. 
LGHS Junior Eli Bernstein, a member of the drumline which provides 
a beat for the rest of the instruments’ choreography, stated that they 
practice “in order to look cool while not injuring the members.”

On Oct. 7, band students travelled to Fisher Middle School to per-
form for potential future high school band students. Junior Abhishek 
Gadhia, a member of LGHS ensemble and marching band, explained, 
“it’s just kind of nostalgic to go back to middle school and see all 
my old teachers again; but also, it’s kind of fun to show off band to 
younger kids.”

The LGHS marching band put on their first halftime performance 
during the football home game versus Homestead High School on Oct. 
8. They will participate in competitions and perform during games as 
the season progresses. Junior flute and piccolo player Leah Freeman 
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LG seniors achieve Spirit Week victory
by Lucy Sells
Media Production Editor

From Sept. 20 to 24, Los Gatos High School’s students and staff 
took part in the biannual Spirit Week. Students dressed up each day 
to show school spirit and earn points for their grades. In addition 
to the fun outfits, a handful of kids participated in games at lunch 
each day to earn additional points. To end the week, LGHS leadership 
hosted the first spirit rally in two years, during which all four classes 
competed against each other in games and cheering competitions. The 
week ended with the homecoming football game against Wilcox, as 
well as the annual coronation ball. 

Monday’s spirit day theme was Music Genres. Students dressed 
up in clothes that represented different genres of music. Freshmen 
were rap, sophomores pop, juniors country, and seniors rock’n’roll. 
During lunch, students played Clean Your Room. In this game, a line 
divides two groups of students, and plastic balls are scattered around 
the playing field. Students attempt to throw the balls from their side 
to their opponent’s side, the winner being the team with fewer balls 
when time runs out. 

Tuesday’s theme was Work out vs Go out! Students chose to dress 
to impress or dress for fitness. Kids showed up in a variety of outfits, 
from prom dresses to 80s themed workout gear. During lunch, a relay 
race occurred for students to earn points. 

Wednesday’s spirit theme was Pink Day. On Wednesdays we wear 
pink! People walked in with all the pink they own, covering the school 
in a blanket of boas and bandanas. At lunch, students participated 
in a water balloon toss. 

On Thursday, the theme was Bikers vs Surfers. Students had a 
choice to dress up as bikers or surfers; they arrived at school in Hawai-
ian shirts or helmets, in leis or leather. During lunch, people played 
inflatable dinosaur soccer. 

Opinion

National

Friday rounded out the week with the traditional Color Day! Students 
dressed up in their class colors, freshmen in green, sophomores blue, 
juniors orange, and seniors black. To start off the day in true Los Gatos 
High fashion, an evacuation due to a gas leak occurred. In the middle 
of the day, students sat in their grade sections for the school spirit 
rally. During the rally, the band, cheer team, and dance team performed. 
Students from each grade competed in games such as musical chairs, 
hungry hippos, and tug-o-war. Teachers representing varying grades 
even had a tricycle relay. Each grade earned points through winning 
games, cheering, and sportsmanship. Overall, seniors won first place, 
juniors second, freshmen third, and sophomores fourth. To finish off 
the rally, all students participated in the “I Believe” chant. Later that 
night, hundreds of students showed their spirit by cheering on the 
football team in their win over Wilcox. 

On Saturday night, the Coronation Ball took place. After a long week 
of dressing up in fun costumes, students wore their best at the dance.

JUNIOR PRIDE: Students marvel at the 11th graders’ Spirit Week decorations.
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explained, “we kind of have a renewed sense of community, which we 
missed out on [last year] because of COVID.” Band kids are stoked to 
return to some of the events they loved the most during their first 
couple years in the program.

One of the most exciting events for many band students is the Fresno 
trip at the end of October. They will attend a competition by bus, stay 
in hotel rooms there, and eat dinner together down in Fresno. It’s a 
unique opportunity for band students to bond with each other, while 
improving their skills.

Just because they’re back to in-person schedules does not mean the 
band is back to normal, however. Band students take extra precautions 
to prevent the spread of COVID-19 during their practices. They use 
special music masks that protect the musicians while allowing them to 
play instruments that require using the mouth, and they use bell covers 
for horned instruments that prevent spit from flying out the other 
end. Since players must also empty out brass instruments’ spit valves, 
the band purchased what director Andrew Hill has coined “puppy pee 
pads,” to prevent students from getting germs on the band room’s floor.

Despite these changes, the in-person band experience has been 
better all-around for most musicians. Junior brass player Sydney Redo 
said it has been “a lot more fun,” and “I’m learning a lot more than 
I did in COVID.”

A fall concert on Oct. 13 was the culmination of all of the bands’ 
hard work. Each band group performed three pieces, and at the end 
of the event, they joined together to perform a show stopping fourth 
arrangement. “We work[ed] really hard to try to pull off a great show, 
so we [were] really excited about it,” Freeman explained. 
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WATCH OUT: Brass musicians wear blindfolds while they perform for RJF kids.

FLY THE FLAGS: Los Gatos color guard joined band to put on a show for RJF.
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Attacks targeting Jewish community rise in Los Gatos
by Dana Hathaway
Sports Editor

In a wave of antisemitic attacks, several swastikas appeared on 
the side of the Los Gatos Jewish Community Center in September. The 
incident occurred on Yom Kippur, a day of repentance in which Jews 
fast and pray. During this years Yom Kippur the Jewish community  
faced an emotional setback due to the antisemetic vandalism.

The Addison-Penzak JCC is not the only recent target of antisemetic 
vandalism. Fisher Middle School, a Los Gatos Starbucks located on Blos-
som Hill Road, and Los Gatos Garden Apartments have also reported 
swastikas on the outside of their buildings. Although local authorities 
responded quickly, Jewish individuals around the community spoke 
up with concerns.

PJ Schwartz, the Rabbi Educator at local synagogue Congregation 
Shir Hadash, has taken part of the ongoing discussion of antisemi-
tism in the town. Speaking of the incidents, he noted that, “What 
is unfortunate is that antisemitism in Los Gatos doesn’t seem to be 
a new thing. We have heard from many of our students who have 
experienced a variety of different incidents related to antisemitism, 
and the recent appearance of swastikas throughout the town of Los 
Gatos only intensifi es the need for us to respond.” 

Shir Hadash is one of many synagogues across the country forced 
to hire security for its congregation. Five serious antisemetic acts in 
2019 alone — a stabbing, three shootings, and a bombing — have 
occured in US synagogues. Other violent acts such as physical fi ghts, 
bricks thrown at windows, and hate speech are even common in these 
places of worship. 

Rabbi Schwartz regards the implementation as “a necessity. Over 
the past two years, we’ve begun to engage off duty cops. Now we’ve 
actually engaged a specifi c security company to be on site, unarmed, 
but...on site during religious school on Sunday mornings, at our 
services on Friday evenings, and any Saturday in which there is a 
bar mitzvah.” The recent events of antisemetic vandalism has only 
increased worries in the Jewish community, and for Oliva Panish, a 
teen member of the synagogue, the fi rst word that comes to mind for 
the recent events is simply “terrifying”. 

Antisemitism is a driving force behind the recent Los Gatos imple-
mentation of United Against Hate Week activities. United Against Hate 

Concerts return to the Bay
by Alex Evans
Opinion Editor

As the Bay Area lifts restrictions on live music, 
concerts are returning once again. Starting on Sept. 
20, venues around California were allowed to host 
crowds larger than one thousand people, as long as 
all attendees show proof of vaccination or a negative 
COVID-19 test result. Since restrictions now permit 
them, larger tours will be passing through local 
venues in upcoming weeks and future months.

Sharetea opens downtown

Leadership hosts fi rst Coronation dance since 2019
by Sidney Bricker
News Editor 

Los Gatos High School’s fi rst Coronation Ball in two years took 
place on Saturday, Sept. 25, in a Hollywood-themed fl urry of 
dancing and singing. The dance saw record-breaking attendance 
with about 1,500 students congregating on the outdoor tennis 
courts, which the leadership team transformed to fi t a classic Los 
Angeles theme. 

Week is November 14-20, and will include a Community Walk Against 
Hate, in addition to other activities. Security guards, police offi cers, 
legal measures, and security cameras, are measures seen as necessary 
to prevent violence in local synagogues. United Against Hate Week 
will be a step in the right direction for Los Gatos to recognize the 
frustrations and fear of their Jewish community members.

DEFACED: Vandals covered Fisher Middle School with antisemitic graffi ti.

BEEN THERE DONE THAT: Pitbull fans gathered at Shoreline.

PARTY IN THE USA: Students moshed on the tennis courts during the dance.
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Tickets almost sold out before the purchasing window closed, 
prompting the leadership team to pause sales and discuss their 
capacity. On Sept. 24, LGHS families received an email from the 
school principal, Kevin Buchanan, saying, “we are almost sold 
out and have stopped Coro ticket sales to evaluate our capacity 
and supervision.” Noting the venue’s capacity of 1500 students, 
he continued, “we are very close to that number and have secured 
additional security and chaperones and are opening another area 
where students can congregate just outside the courts to take a 
break.” The tickets went back on sale at 12:30 PM that day, selling 
out in minutes.

“We weren’t quite sure how many people to expect due to COVID,” 
commented Sophie Messer, one of the two heads of leadership’s 
dance planning committee, “Our Coro dance this year was the largest 
dance we have ever had.” Messer called the dance “uniting, exciting, 
and unique.” 

The new gender-inclusive take on Coronation Court presented 
all-female runners-up to the throne. “Surprisingly of the top 20 
people who were nominated, nearly half were boys,” said Messer. 
“With the gender neutral court we were hoping to have a mix of 
genders.” At 10:00 PM the leadership class announced the Coro 
Royalty winners: seniors Caitlin Nguyen and Natasha Evenden. 

Messer noted that the new 
outdoor location was one of 
the leadership team’s biggest 
concerns. “I think people were 
apprehensive about being on 
the tennis courts, but as more 
people started arriving, they 
got used to the [new setting].” 
Many students even commented 
that they preferred the dance 
outdoors to past homecoming 
dances held indoors. “I thought 
it was nice to see the night sky,” 
said junior Eliza Bassani, “and the fresh air was defi nitely a bonus.” 
Bassani also noted that she would be interested in seeing future 
Coronation dances held in the same location.

A large leadership team worked together to create the dance. 
Messer mentioned how grateful she was to work with her co-planner, 
junior Ali Schwartz, as well as seniors Mio Nakamura and Kate 
Mittelhauser. Messer explained they were an amazing help “with 
the Coronation Royalty Court, blowing up balloons, and decorating 
for the dance.”

by Elena Rexach
Public Relations Manager

On Sept. 25, Sharetea held a soft opening at 
their newest location, right here in Los Gatos on 
35 W Main Street. The brand sells tea drinks with 
a variety of toppings, including lychee jelly and 
tapioca boba pearls.

Students and community members alike have 
already taken a liking to Sharetea, as branded drinks 
have begun to appear in the hands of many. The 
location is ideal, with a prominent storefront just 
a brisk eight-minute walk from the high school. 
In terms of price, drinks are more expensive than 
those at Posh, mimicking the price structures of 
Tea Fermata. However, the drinks are much larger, 
so the price is appropriate considering the dollar-
to-volume ratio. Upon purchase, a customer may 
receive a punch card granting them a free drink 
after 10 drink purchases. 

Maryclare Kinsella and Ariana Yuan, juniors at 
LGHS and new employees of Sharetea, both describe 
the store as sophisticated and relaxed. “We opened 

pretty recently, but shifts are always pretty fun 
and laid back,” Yuan said. He also notes “It’s 
really cute and minimalistic, spacious as well.” 
Customers can be sure to expect an aesthetic atmo-
sphere when walking in.” At the counter, Kinsella 
recommends many combinations including “peach 
green tea ice blended with lychee jelly, matcha 
milk tea with pearls, or peach oolong kiwi tea,” 
although, you’ll have to talk to xem for xeir full 
list of favorites. Yuan prefers the “strawberry ice 
blended” as he explains, “It’s so good, I recommend 
it to like everyone.” 

The store is a positive work environment. Both 
employees fi nd their jobs pleasurable, with Kinsella 
explaining that “everyone is so much fun to be 
around and my boss is so nice and understanding. 
He really knows what’s best for his employees.” 
Xey went on to say, “I really like making drinks. 
It’s really soothing to just be making drink after 
drink. It’s actually really fun for me. I also just 
really love the vibes of this whole place!” Yuan 
agreed, “working there has been fun! My favorite 
part is working with my friends.”

Of course, Sharetea delights its customers as 
well. Senior Caitlin Nguyen said that “I think 
Sharetea is one of the better boba places.” If you’re 
looking for more recommendations, Nguyen’s boba 
expertise recommends wintermelon.

The next time you’re walking through down-
town, be sure to stop by Sharetea. You’ll be greeted 
by kind workers, as well as delicious menu options 
and kind community members.

TURN IT UP: ASB hired a DJ for Coro.
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SO REFRESHING: Sharetea offers a variety of drink options.

NEWEST EDITION: The fi rst Sharetea opened in 1992.
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Many musicians are taking to outdoor venues 
to alleviate the threat of COVID-19 exposure and 
spread. Currently on her Reunion Tour, Phoebe 
Bridgers decided to switch to entirely outdoor 
venues. Bridgers is set to perform at the Greek 
Theater in Berkeley on Oct. 16, rain or shine. Thus 
far she has performed in various amphitheaters and 
outdoor locations with great success. 

Others are using indoor venues, but requiring 
proof of vaccination or negative COVID-19 tests for 
admission. Some musicians have run into issues 
doing so due to different requirements in different 

parts of the country and different types of build-
ings. With the Slow Rush Tour, Tame Impala had 
to switch venues in Austin, TX, to require vaccina-
tions — at the initial venue, Impala was unable to 
mandate vaccinations. Harry Styles requires fans to 
show proof of vaccination or a negative COVID-19 
result before entrance. He performs Nov. 11 at SAP 
Center in San Jose, where this requirement will 
stand. At Style’s Houston show, he had a walk-in 
vaccination site available for attendees. 

Similarly, many artists are using vaccines as a 
fan incentive for discounts on merchandise or as a 
requirement to attend their shows. Styles kicked 
off his tour in Las Vegas on Sept. 4, and at this 
show and subsequent performances he has offered 
a certain discount on merchandise to fans who 
have proof of vaccination.  Mask-wearing is another 
aspect of precaution. Here in the Bay Area, indoor 
venues require attendees to wear masks, whereas 
at outdoor shows it is highly recommended. 

Many Bay Area locals are taking this oppor-
tunity to see their favorite artists once again. 
After attending Pitbull’s performance at Shoreline 
Amphitheatre, junior Malia Yamamoto reported 
that she feels like the return to live music “is 
really overwhelming, but fun at the same time.” 
She reasoned that “nobody has really been able to 
be in big crowds, which makes it feel weird. Even 
though it was something we didn’t blink twice 
about two years ago.” Another Pitbull attendee, 
LGHS junior Zoe Hammer, refl ected fondly on the 
night, saying “it was a breath of fresh air to see an 
artist I love and with my friends in such a happy 
environment.”

Regardless of precautions, live music still opens 
up the chance for COVID-19 outbreaks. ABC7News 
reports that live shows in Santa Cruz directly cor-
relate with an infl ux in positive COVID-19 test 
results. Following the Grateful Shred performance 
at the Felton Music Hall, a band member and staff 
contracted the virus — even though band mem-
bers were fully vaccinated. Although this is one 
pinpointed instance, it is not the only occasion 
and likely not the last. 

A LONG HISTORY: A woman pays her respects at a Jewish memorial in Los Gatos. 
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hyping the company’s technology in interviews with 
the press.” Robert Leach, a U.S. attorney and lead 
prosecutor, argues that this publicity turned into a 
fraudulent scheme from which Homes profited and 
gained public acclaim. 
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by Alia Arafeh and Angela Sheu
Opinion Editor and People Editor

On Oct. 16, LGHS will host the Preliminary Scho-
lastic Assessment Test (PSAT). For eleventh graders, 
the test also serves as the National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test. Eleven LGHS seniors qualified as 
National Merit Scholarship Semifinalists following 
last year’s PSAT, an honor granted to only 16,000 
students in the country. 

by Matthew Fehr
National/World Editor

On Sept. 24, Shasta County District Attorney 
Stephanie Bridgett filed 31 criminal charges, 
including 11 felonies, against the Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company (PG&E) due to the company’s 
role in igniting a wildfire in Northern California 
last year. Charges for manslaughter and arson are 
among the felonies brought against the company.

The Zogg fire, which burned more than 56,000 
acres and killed four people, ignited last year after 
a tree fell on a PG&E power line near Redding. 
Bridgett said she is seeking “fines, fees, [and] the 
ability for the court to order remedial and correc-
tive measures.” Shasta and Tehama counties also 
sued PG&E for negligence, arguing that the utility 
company knew the tree was marked for removal 
and took no action.

by Ella Marrufo
National/World Editor

Elizabeth Holmes, the founder of Theranos, a Palo 
Alto-based pharmaceutical corporation that claimed 
to take minuscule blood samples from a finger 
prick as opposed to large blood draws and perform 
accurate testing, is now undergoing a trial. Holmes 
is charged with fraud as well as misleading inves-
tors and patients. The trial is prosecuting Holmes, 
while additionally questioning the legitimacy of the 
company’s tests. 

In 2015, The Wall Street Journal began to ques-
tion the accuracy of Theranos’ experiments. They 
discovered that Theranos could only run a few tests 
with their acclaimed “revolutionary” technology, 
and most were actually run on traditional machines. 
In 2018, Theranos dissolved after reaching an agree-
ment with the Securities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC). Separately, Holmes agreed to pay a 500,000 
dollar fine to the SEC without admitting whether 
she was guilty or innocent.

According to The Wall Street Journal, “Ms. 
Holmes…and former Theranos executive Sunny 
Balwani…face charges of two counts of conspiracy 
to commit wire fraud and 10 counts of wire fraud.” 
Holmes and Balwani are charged with misleading 
patients when they promised accurate tests, and also 
misleading investors, claiming the company would 
make over 100 million dollars in 2014, which was 
far beyond what the executives originally predicted. 
They also told investors that they had contracts with 
the Department of Defense, which did not exist. 

CNBC says, “Theranos had only 13 million dollars 
in cash and [prosecutors] told jurors the company 
was burning through one to two million dollars 
per week. They alleged that Holmes and Balwani…
raised…millions of dollars from investors through 

PG&E criminally charged

CRITICISM ABLAZE: Wildfires caused by PG&E’s raged in CA.

LGHS anticipates the NMS

The trial which began on Sept. 24 mainly focused 
on the misleading, inaccurate, and falsified nature of 
Theranos’ blood tests. The testimony revealed emails 
between Theranos and lab director, Adam Rosend-
orff, which displayed his reluctance to perform the 
company’s testing.

Rosendorff quit his job at Theranos in 2014, 
explaining, “One [reason] was the unwillingness 
of management to perform proficiency testing as 
required by law, I felt pressured to vouch for tests 
I did not have confidence in.” He also admitted he 
felt the company became more centered on PR and 
fundraising rather than the quality of patient care.

When Rosendorff confronted Balwani about the 
worryingly high number of tests that failed quality 
control, Balwani wrote back starkly, “Adam. This is 
not the case.” In fact, this was the case. Theranos 
tests had completely lost their value; they claimed 
people’s testosterone and blood sugar levels were 
off, they showed false screenings of red blood cells 
breaking apart, and in one extreme case, they falsely 
led a patient to believe she was having a miscarriage. 

Although Holmes’ trial is ongoing, it is expected 
to conclude sometime during the month of Decem-
ber, after about 13 weeks. 
(Sources: The Verge, Wall Street Journal, CNBC)SHADY STUFF: Theranos executives discuss in the courtroom.

Theranos founder charged with both fraud and misleading

On Sept. 28, a victim of Joseph Houg filed a 
lawsuit against the Los Gatos Union School District 
(LGUSD), suing for an alleged failure to investigate 
claims of abuse and protect students. The police 
arrested Houg, a former Blossom Hill Elementary 
School faculty member, on Sept. 3, 2020, for Lewd 
and Lascivious Acts with a Minor and several counts 
of Annoying and Molesting a Minor. 

Following his arrest, Houg pleaded no contest 
to the 13 charges against him — not admitting his 
guilt, but agreeing to a conviction — and complied 
with LGUSD, resigning from his position. The court 
will sentence Houg on Nov. 29; officials report that 
he faces up to 35 years in jail. 

Houg, known in the community as Brian, previ-
ously worked as a fifth-grade teacher at Blossom Hill 
Elementary School for over 20 years. He also served 
as the director of LGUSD student theater productions 
and worked as the artistic director for Los Gatos 
Youth Theater (LGYT), an organization he assisted 
in founding, during the summer for 11 years. 

In the lawsuit, the plaintiff, who remains anony-
mous, and his parents alleged that in January 2020, 
Houg fondled the young boy in a dressing room 

while pretending to tuck in the boy’s shirt. In a 
statement to the public, the victim’s attorney Robert 
Allard explained, “The school’s lack of oversight 
permitted Houg to isolate and abuse my client.” 
The lawsuit details similar “shirt tucking” accounts 
from other students abused by Houg. 

According to law enforcement and the recent 
lawsuit, claims of Houg’s abuse date back to 2003, 
only four years after he joined Blossom Hill Elemen-
tary School’s faculty. The mother of a fifth-grade 
student alleged that Houg bullied her child; “the 
mother followed through, reporting Houg to the 
school superintendent and a school board member, 

but they didn’t discipline or reprimand him — they 
didn’t even bother documenting her concerns. Houg, 
meanwhile, was grooming a third-grader who was 
interested in musical theater,” Allard stated. Five 
years later, Houg allegedly sexually assaulted a fifth-
grader behind a closed classroom door, according to 
criminal charges.

While other bullying allegations followed the 
ex-teacher, Houg did not face investigation until 
May 14, 2020, when a 13-year-old boy reported 
that he felt uncomfortable as a result of Houg’s 
advances during a one-on-one Zoom call in which 
Houg repeatedly requested to see the boy’s abdomi-
nal area. Other students with similar accounts came 
forward shortly after.  

On Sept. 3, LGUSD Superintendent Paul Johnson 
sent out an email to all district families confirm-
ing that the district first heard about the criminal 
investigation regarding Houg at the end of the 
2019-2020 school year and “took prompt action by 
placing [Houg] on administrative leave to remove 
his contact with students.” Johnson ended the email 
by assuring parents that “the safety of the students 
entrusted to our schools is our greatest responsibil-
ity, and we act decisively when anything threatens 
to compromise that safety.”

Prosecution of former teacher Joseph Houg continues
by Sonali Muthukrishnan
Editor-in-Chief

THE CURTAIN FALLS: Houg no longer leads youth theater.

courtesy Pixabaycourtesy Pixabay

Explaining the end goal of the lawsuit, Allard 
elaborated, “My client’s parents believe it’s impera-
tive that current and future students be protected. 
Clearly, the school district has a lot of work to do 
to make sure this doesn’t happen again.”

Those in need of support can contact the 
National Sexual Assault Hotline at 1-800-656-4673.
(Sources: Mercury News, Kron4, Santa Clara County 
Sheriff’s Department)

ABUSE OF POWER: Houg formerly taught at Blossom Hill.

This is only the latest in a long series of legal 
troubles for PG&E. The company first faced a crimi-
nal conviction for negligence in 1997, in relation 
to a wildfire from 1994. In 2016, a jury found 
PG&E guilty of safety violations and obstruction 
in connection to a gas pipeline which exploded in 
San Bruno in 2010. The incident left eight people 
dead and destroyed 38 houses. The company 
also pleaded guilty to 84 counts of involuntary 

SPECTACULAR SKILLS: Last year’s merit scholars strike poses.
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While the PSAT is slightly shorter than the SAT 
and uses a different scoring scale, it replicates the 
test’s style, assessing critical reading skills, math 
problem-solving skills, and writing skills. LGHS guid-
ance counselor Louis Rich explained that the test 
allows students to “get that read of where [they] 
are and to find the score that [they’re] projecting 
towards.” He also added, “[PSAT] results aren’t 
released to colleges or universities. They strictly go 
to the student.”

HOLMES RE-HOMING: Theranos founder could go to prison.

manslaughter last year in relation to the 2018 
Camp fire — the deadliest and most destructive 
wildfire in state history — which destroyed the 
town of Paradise. Authorities fined PG&E the 
maximum allowed — 3.5 million dollars under 
state law — in response to the accident, leading 
the company to file for bankruptcy protection 
in Jan. 2019 after facing liabilities of 30 bil-
lion dollars. Additionally, the Sonoma County 
district attorney charged PG&E, in April of this 
year, for its role in starting the 2019 Kincade 
wildfire, which burned over 77 thousand acres, 
destroyed or damaged over 400 structures, and 
seriously wounded six firefighters. The charges 
included five felonies and 28 misdemeanors.

Although PG&E has exited bankruptcy and 
arranged a settlement with some wildfire vic-
tims, there are still around 70,000 people who 
have filed claims and not received compensa-
tion. A trust created to provide additional fund-
ing for California’s private utility companies in 
the event of wildfire liabilities is also facing a 
deficit of almost two billion dollars.

While PG&E committed to upgrading old and 
potentially dangerous equipment — including 
new programs to help prevent wildfires and the 
implementation of new technology to detect 
them faster — the company often resorts to 
shutting off power during extreme weather, 
a solution which leaves millions of California 
residents without electricity. In response to 
the numerous issues surrounding the utility 
company, San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo has 
proposed turning PG&E into a customer-owned 
cooperative with a board to oversee rates. The 
proposal received the backing of over 110 
elected officials from 58 cities and 10 counties, 
which together represent over eight million 
California residents.
(Sources: NPR, NY Times, Bloomberg)

PSAT scores can also qualify juniors taking the 
exam for a National Merit Scholarship. Based on 
students’ performance, the National Merit Scholar-
ship Corporation (NMSC) deems the highest-scoring 
entrants, or a half percent of each state’s students, 
semifinalists. Semifinalists must submit a schol-
arship application, and those with outstanding 
high school academic records, endorsements from 
their high school principal, and high SAT scores 
are eligible to become finalists. About 90 percent 
of semifinalists become finalists, and more than 
half of finalists become merit scholars, earning a 
National Merit Scholarship. The various scholar-
ships can depend on factors such as the student’s 
geographic area or career plans, and they are sup-
ported by both the NMSC and corporate sponsors. 

LGHS seniors Cameron Bosio-Kim, Cynthia 
Feng, Helena Feng, Katie Guo, Herin Kang, 
Leo Mermelstein, Emma Rogers, Zachary Ste-
venson, Gabriella Stout, Pranav Tadepalli, and 
Leran Wang qualified as semifinalists, and most 
of them have completed the application process 
necessary to be considered finalists. Bosio-Kim, 
a semifinalist, said that  “there [were] a lot of 
schools that [she] was interested in... [where 
she] could get a scholarship that the school offers 
in addition [to the NMS.]” Along with specific 
scholarships, national merit titles are generally 
helpful for students applying to college, as they 
can often aid in demonstrating a student’s overall 
academic strength.

For juniors taking the PSAT, or any standard-
ized test, national merit semifinalist Mermelstein 
suggested that students “don’t [need to] stress 
about [the PSAT,] it’s pretty small. Even the SAT 
itself, people treat it like it’s a big deal and it’s 
not, and the PSAT especially is definitely not [a 
big deal].” Rich echoed that statement, explaining 
that students should view the PSAT as a practice 
test rather than a source of stress. “I actually think 
it’s best not to prepare, and just take it... it’s better 
to just get a practice opportunity.”

courtesy LGHScourtesy LGHS
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by Ella Marrufo
National/World Editor

It has become far more typical for men 
to abandon higher education than women, 
and the education gap in two and four-year 
colleges has never been larger. According to 
the research group National Student Clearing-
house, U.S. colleges have 1.5 million fewer 
students compared to five years ago, and men 
make up 71 percent of that decline. 

Some schools have experimented with 
small programs to encourage college atten-
dance. These programs have mostly been 
overlooked, leading to a lack of traction and 
funding. Other schools have begun to make 
special offers to male students to balance the 
gender gap, but college enrollment consultant 
Jennifer Delahunty believes this gives men an 
unfair advantage, saying, “Higher education 
is college’s dirty little secret.” 

COVID-19 is one factor that has widened 
the gender gap. Many men feel the need to be 
independent, self-sufficient, and inclined to save 
money to help their family, rather than spend 
it on college. The pandemic has only worsened 
this situation — Adrian Huerta, an assistant 
professor at the University of Southern Califor-
nia, says, “It makes more sense right now just to 
say, ‘I’m going to take a break because my family 
needs this money.’” For those who did decide to 
enroll in college during the pandemic, there were 
several complications. Nineteen-year-old Jake 
Bartholomew claims he felt “confused by the 
course material and [frustrated].” The nature of 
his online classes seemed uninspiring and almost 
pointless, so he quit. 

Some experts believe the main reason for 
the significant lack of men enrolling in college 
comes from a lack of guidance. Ed Grocholski, 
vice president at Junior Achievement USA, states, 

“Many young men are hobbled by a lack of guidance, 
a strain of anti-intellectualism and a growing belief 
that college degrees don’t pay off.”

Derek Thompson — author of The Atlantic’s arti-
cle, Colleges Have a Guy Problem — argues that one 
of the most severe implications of the gender gap is 
the political aspect. He says, “The U.S. electorate is 
already polarized by college and gender: women and 

college graduates strongly favor Democrats, 
while men and people without college degrees 
lean Republican. Those divisions seem likely 
to worsen if the parties’ attitudes toward each 
other calcify into gender stereotypes.” 

New York University professor Scott Gal-
loway believes this stark inequality in men 
enrolled in college versus women will have 
a negative effect on society. According to 
Galloway, “The most dangerous person in the 
world is a broke and lone male, and we are 
producing too many of them. [This inequal-
ity] poses an existential risk to our economy 
and society.” Galloway argues that the most 
violent and unstable societies in the world 
contain young men who are not attached to 
work or school, which results in feelings of 
depression or hopelessness.
(Sources: The Wall Street Journal, The 
Hechinger Report, CNN Business, The Atlantic)

LECTURING: New York University professor Galloway  speaks out.

South Carolina law enforcement investigates Murdaugh 
by Isla Patrick
News Editor

On Sept. 16, the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED) 
arrested Alex Murdaugh, a third-generation descendant of the Mur-
daugh legal dynasty, in response to an insurance fraud scheme. SLED 
is simultaneously investigating the Jun. 17 murder of Murdaugh’s 
wife and son.

The South Carolina family continues to dominate Hampton 
County’s legal business as it has for the past 87 years. Murdaugh, 
his father, and his grandfather all served as 14th Circuit Solicitors, 
a position that allowed the Murdaughs to control prosecutions in 
nearly every one of the state’s rural southern regions.

Murdaugh’s attorney, Dick Harpootlian, claimed that the death of 
Murdaugh’s loved ones compelled him to end his life — but he still 
wanted to provide his only remaining son with a 10 million dollar 
life insurance payout. Believing that his policy had restrictions set 
in place for suicide, the legal tycoon conspired with a client, Curtis 
Edward Smith, and organized his own murder.

Smith shot Murdaugh in the head on Sept. 4, but left him with 
only entry and exit wounds and a minor skull fracture. Murdaugh 
initially claimed that he was changing a tire on his late wife’s 
Mercedes-Benz SUV when an unknown man drove by and attempted 

to kill him. After a week-long detox from opioids, he admitted to 
plotting the scheme.

Judge Tonja Alexander charged Smith on Sept. 15 with assisted 
suicide, assault and battery of a high and aggravated nature, pointing 
and presenting a firearm, insurance fraud, and conspiracy to commit 
insurance fraud. He was also charged with possession of marijuana 
and methamphetamines. The judge set Smith’s bond at 55,000 dollars 
and ordered him to reappear in court on Oct. 25.

Harpootlian told Judge Alexander, “[Murdaugh’s] wife and son 
were brutally murdered, and that has had an extraordinary effect on 
him. So we’d ask you to allow him to go and help heal himself.” The 
defendant faces charges of insurance fraud, conspiracy to commit 
insurance fraud, and filing a false police report.

Judge Alexander set Murdaugh’s personal recognizance bond at 
20,000 dollars and determined that she would revoke the bond if he 
left the rehabilitation facility where he currently receives treatment 
for the opioid addiction he has battled for the past two decades.

In the midst of the family’s controversies, SLED has reopened 
a case from 2018 involving the Murdaughs’ housekeeper. Gloria 
Satterfield, a cleaner who worked for the family for over twenty 
years, allegedly died from a “trip and fall accident.” The death 
certificate listed the cause of Satterfield’s death as natural, which 

is, according to the coroner, “inconsistent with injuries sustained 
in a trip and fall accident.”

Before his death, SLED investigated the late Paul Murdaugh for 
killing 19-year-old Mallory Beach while boating under the influence 
of alcohol. SLED currently plans to revisit another murder investi-
gation, the murder of Stephen Smith, due to the event’s proximity 
to the Murdaugh home. Officers found 19-year-old Smith dead on a 
Hampton County road in 2015.

While SLED continues to investigate his family, Murdough claims, 
“The murders of my wife and son have caused an incredibly difficult 
time in my life. I have made a lot of decisions that I truly regret.”
(Sources: CNN, The Wall Street Journal)

FLEEING: Alex Murdaugh  leaves soon after  hearing at Richard County Courthouse.

Generational decline of men choosing higher education

News in Brief: Same-sex marriage, ongoing R. Kelly trial

Facebook under fire after whistleblower releases research
by Bridie Beamish
Media Production Editor

Senators accused Facebook of withholding infor-
mation on the deleterious effects of its platforms on 
young users during a hearing on Sept. 30. The accu-
sations came after a whistleblower leaked research 
that proves the damage Facebook and Instagram’s 
content does to teenagers, primarily young girls. 
Senator Richard Blumenthal declared, “We now know 
that Facebook routinely puts profits ahead of kids’ 
online safety. We know it chooses the growth of its 
products over the well-being of our children. The 
question that haunts me is how can we, or parents, 
or anyone trust Facebook?”

The reports, conducted by Facebook itself, entail 
social media’s effects on teenagers; they portray an 
increase in mental-health and body-image problems, 
and in some cases, eating disorders and suicidal 
thoughts. For example, the report claims that 66 
percent of teenage girls and 40 percent of teenage 
boys experience negative social comparison on 
Instagram. It additionally states that 52 percent of 
the girls declared that the comparison issues were 
related to beauty, and one in three girls declared 

that when they felt upset about their appearance, 
Instagram made those thoughts worse.

 The reports — Teen Mental Health Deep Dive, 
published in October 2019, and Hard Life Moments, 
published in November 2019 — sparked outrage as 
Lawmakers accused Facebook’s Head of Global Safety 
Antigone Davis of profiting off of Instagram’s adverse 
effects on teens and putting their products ahead of 
teens’ health. However, Davis and Instagram Head 
Adam Mosseri state that they are working with 
parents, experts, and policymakers to ensure that 

Instagram becomes a valuable and safe platform 
for all ages.

 In response to the criticism, Facebook 
declared that the data was taken out of context 
and does not accurately reflect the proper usage 
of the forum. Davis dismissed the findings by 
saying that they were “not a bombshell.” Blu-
menthal retorted, “This research is a bombshell. 
It is powerful, gripping, riveting evidence that 
Facebook knows of the harmful effects of its 
site on children and that it has concealed those 
facts and findings.”

Francis Haugen, a former Facebook product 
manager, identified herself as the whistleblower 
on Oct. 5 when she testified against Facebook 
in a Senate hearing. Haugen revealed further 
evidence of the company’s deleterious content: 
its spread of inaccurate and harmful posts on 
the election and COVID-19, and the promotion 
of division and weakening of democracy. She 
declared that Facebook spreads these posts to 
keep users on the site longer. Haugen reinstated 
the claims that Facebook’s algorithm promoted 
unhealthy content to teenagers. Though Face-

book declared in February that they planned to remove 
false information on vaccines, Haugen stated that the 
company was not doing enough and would likely only 
extract 10 to 20 percent of the content. 

Haugen proclaimed that Facebook implemented 
safeguards ahead of the 2020 election to reduce the 
harmful posts but soon reverted to fewer safety mea-
sures despite their awareness of the dangers. Facebook 
ultimately reinstated the features on Jan. 6, as it 
became evident that users used the site to coordinate 
attacks on the Capitol. 

Later that day, Mark Zuckerberg, executive officer 
of Facebook, released a statement. His rebuttal to 
Haugen’s claims that the company puts profit over 
safety he says are “profoundly illogical” and a “mis-
characterization.” Zuckerberg’s statement read that 
Facebook would lose profit as teenagers disengage due 
to the site’s adverse effects. Zuckerberg supports his 
rebuttal with the claim that Facebook will do more 
research to ensure the platform’s safety. 
(Sources: AP News, CNBC, NBC News, NPR, The New 
Yorker, The Wall Street Journal, The Verge,  NY Times, 
U.S. News) 

REBUTTAL: Zuckerburg  releases a statement after scrutiny. 

  courtesy Tribune News Service  courtesy Tribune News Service
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Same-Sex Marriage in Switzerland: On 
Sept. 26, Switzerland voted in a referendum to  
legalize same-sex marriages. In 2007, the 
country began to allow registered partnerships  
for same-sex couples; however, lawmakers 
did not introduce legislation allowing for  
marriage until 2013 and only introduced  
the ideas into refrendum this month. The major-
ity of voters (almost two-thirds, 61.3 percent)  
voted in support of the change, leaving just a 
few western European countries that have not  
passed a law regarding same-sex couples, includ-
ing Italy. Notably, the legislation grants same-sex  

couples the same rights as heterosexual ones, 
including adoption and fertility options. This vote 
marks a milestone for the LGBTQ+ community,  
and more progressive changes are predicted to 
follow. (Source: NY Times) 
-Elena Rexach, Public Relations Manager

R. Kelly’s Trial: On Sept. 27, a court in New 
York found singer Robert Sylvester Kelly, more  
commonly known as R. Kelly, guilty on all 
nine counts against him: racketeering, sexual 
exploitation of a child, kidnapping, bribery, sex  
rafficking, and a violation of the Mann Act, 
which criminalizes transportation of women for  

prostitution. The trial took place in Brooklyn,  
NY, over multiple weeks, with more than 
45 witnesses testifying against the singer.  
During the final week, the crucial evidence 
presented came from R. Kelly himself,  
in the form of letters that helped corroborate a 
majority of the accusers’ testimonies. 

Kelly’s private storage facility housed  
evidence in the form of letters against him, 
and prosecutors began introducing his personal  
collection of old message from the women and 
men he interacted with around the second 
trial week. With the guilty verdict from 

the Brooklyn trial, R. Kelly is now set 
for sentencing at 10:00 AM on May 4, 
2022. He faces 10 years to life in federal 
prison. Kelly will be busy between now 
and May, as he faces charges in two other 
states, most notably Illinois where he is 
charged with federal child pornography  
and obstruction. Survivors have already 
begun to celebrate as the singer faces  
his first form of criminal punishment 
despite decades of allegations against him. 
(Source: NY Times) 
-Sarah Gouldrup, People Editor 
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Court requires Prince Andrew to respond to lawsuits 
by Isla Patrick
News Editor

After failing to contact Prince Andrew for 
over a month, Virginia Giuffre’s lawyers served 
the Duke of York with legal papers on Sept. 24. 
To bring a case to court in both the U.S. and 
U.K., the plaintiff must outline the charges 
made against the defendant, meaning contact 
with the Prince is a necessary step.

Giuffre claims that Prince Andrew, ninth-
in-line to the British throne, sexually assaulted 
her on three different occasions dating back to 
2001, when Giuffre was a 17 years old. The first 
assault allegedly took place in the London home 
of socialite Ghislaine Maxwell, followed by two 
more at Jeffrey Epstein’s houses in Manhattan 
and Little Saint James. According to Giuffre, the 
Duke knew of her age.

In a 2019 BBC Newsnight program, the Prince 
claimed, “It didn’t happen… I have no recol-
lection of meeting this lady, none whatsoever.” 
However, he admits that he once had connec-
tions with convicted sex-trafficker Epstein, 
whom Giuffre has also filed claims against in 
the past.

The plaintiff’s lawyers have been attempting 
to serve legal papers to Prince Andrew that allege 
the abuse. On Aug. 26, corporate investigator 
Cesar Sepulveda arrived with papers at the gates 
of Windsor Great Park, where he failed to find any 
officials working for the Prince. However, Sepulveda 
returned the next morning and gave a police officer 
the paperwork. The investigator claimed in his court 
statement that the officer assured him the Duke’s 
legal team would receive the documents.

On Sept. 13, Giuffre’s lawyer, David Boies, joined 
a courtroom teleconference in New York to convince 
Judge Lewis A. Kaplan that he had fulfilled the 
requirements in serving the alleged assailant. He 
provided pictures of an envelope being mailed to 
the Prince’s address, an email from FedEx ensur-
ing that the letter had arrived at its destination, 
an email sent to the Prince, and the automated 
response signifying that the message made it to 
the correct inbox.

The Duke’s U.S. lawyer, Los Angeles-based 
Andrew Brettler, claimed that the attempts of Giuf-
fre’s lawyers to serve his legal team were invalid. 
The judge responded by threatening to enforce the 
rules of the Hague Convention, an agreement bind-
ing U.S. and U.K. courts. If a court in one of the 
two countries struggles to track down a defendant, 
the opposite country’s court must help.

The judge went through with his plans to enact 
the Hague Convention on Sept. 22. The Queen’s 
Remembrancer, Barbara Fontaine, confirmed that the 
New York court had asked for her assistance. Fon-
taine’s office promptly sent Giuffre’s allegations to 
the Prince’s legal team, while Judge Kaplan decided 
that the documents must also be sent to Brettler.QUEEN’S PALACE: The royal family home in Buckingham.

CDC warns Americans about COVID-19 mutations  
by Sidney Bricker
News Editor

As the coronavirus continues to mutate, scientists remain 
watchful for a variation that could sidestep vaccination defences. 
Variant R.1 attracted the public eye in spring of 2021, after the 
Center for Disease Control (CDC) published a report on its possible 
dangers. Healthcare officials identified 70 cases of the variant across 
California, according to the state department of public health. It 
was first identified in California in Dec. 2020, but officials haven’t 
found a case of the strain since May. Scientists say R.1 has petered 
out, but it still serves as a warning of the dangers of continued 
mutations, as R.1 showed some signs of waning vaccine immunity. 

Although COVID-19 will inevitably continue to mutate, the thousands 
of different variations that already exist are largely no cause for concern. 
A virus that mutates randomly will create many versions of itself, most 
with negligible increases or even decreases in risk. The only variants 
that make their way into the spotlight are those that have mutated 
to be more dangerous.

The original COVID variant, first discovered in late 2019, is no longer 
dominant. Over the course of the pandemic, a pattern emerged in which 
a variant arose and claimed dominance for a time before the next, even 
more threatening variant, replaced it. The main danger of this cycle lies 
in the possibility of a version of COVID developing enough immunity 
to coronavirus vaccines, possibly causing a whole new wave of deaths. 
Scientists lament the public’s reluctance towards vaccinations as they 
watch the virus mutate as it spreads. Without unvaccinated hosts to 
infect, the virus would not be able to spread enough to cause much 
concern for dangerous variants. However, because it can find so many 
hosts, it can mutate and potentially create a super variant. Over the 
past months the world has already seen a sequence of new versions of 
covid with increasing immunity to vaccines.

Officials are always on the watch for variants that pose a threat of 
taking over. When the CDC and the World Health Organization (WHO) 
identify one, they often decide to classify it as a Variant of Concern 
(VOC). Current WHO VOCs include variants Alpha, Beta, Gamma,            
and Delta.

As of Sept. 20, the Delta variant    — officially named B.1.617.2, 
which the WHO designated as a VOC in April 2021 — made up 
about 95 percent of all global cases. Criteria for designation as a 
VOC by the WHO stipulates that a variant must show an increase 
in transmissibility, severity, or vaccine resistance. Delta, which 
was first documented in October. 2020 in India, shows an increase 
in all three.
(Sources: CDC, WHO, LA Times, Nextstrain, ECDC, BBC)

The legal team has since acknowledged that 
the Duke is aware of the claims held against him. 
He has until Oct. 29 to respond to the allega-
tions in court; otherwise, he risks automatically 
losing the case.
(Sources: BBC, The Independent)

photos courtesy flickrphotos courtesy flickr

DUKE OF YORK: Prince Andrew talks to Andrew Law. 
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CHECK UP: Nurse measures the COVID-19 vaccine for general distribution.

by Elena Rexach and Esha Bagora
Public Relations Editor and Humor Editor

Gabrielle “Gabby” Petito’s recent missing per-
son’s case sparked national interest. She and her 
fiance, Brian Laundrie, were on a cross country trip, 
visiting many US national parks. Petito stayed in 
touch with her mom, leading the family of Petito to 
declare her missing on Sept. 6, after not being able 
to contact with her since Aug. 30. The investigation 
concluded once the FBI found her body in Grand 
Teton, and her fiance had vanished. The search for       
Laundrie continues. 

According to her family, Petito exhibited odd 
behavior in the days leading up to her disappear-
ance. On Aug. 12, Police stopped Petito and Laundrie 
in Utah due to a domestic violence call. As the 
officers talked to them, they observed that Petito 
seemed to be in emotional distress. The police officer 
told the couple to seperate for the night. The officer 
wrote in the report, “I do not believe the situation 
escalated to the level of a domestic assault as much 
as that of a mental health crisis.” In late August, 
Petito posted a photo holding a crochet pumpkin 
with the caption “Happy Halloween.” This struck her 

followers as unusual considering her recent posts, 
which depicted her travels with long thought-out 
captions. In the final text to her mom, Petito wrote, 
“No service in Yosemite.” Notably, the couple was on 
their way to Yellowstone, not Yosemite.

From there, the hunt for Petito began. Her family 
tried to reach out to Laundrie’s family; however, 
they declined to answer. By mid-September, Laun-
drie’s parents opened up to the police, revealing 
that he came home on Sept. 1, but they did not 
know his current whereabouts. Shortly after that 
interaction, ground surveys conducted by the FBI 
began at Grand Teton National Park, Petito’s last 
known location. Authorities also began searching 
the densely wooded Carlton Reserve for Laundrie. 
By Sept. 19, the FBI found the remains of Petito in 
Teton; an autopsy revealed the cause of death was 
homicide. During this time, local police and the 
FBI launched investigations into Laundrie’s parents 
resulting in the issuing of a federal arrest warrant 
for Laundrie on Sept. 23, with searches of Carlton 
Reserve continuing in the meantime.

 In Wyoming, the FBI charged Laundrie with 
the unauthorized use of a debit card — from Aug. 
30 to Sept. 1 — after spending over 1,000 dollars 
on someone else’s debit card during the search for 
Petito. In addition to that, on Sept. 27, Duane Chap-
man — Dog the Bounty Hunter — joined the FBI 
to hunt down Laundrie. Chapman gave himself six STILL WAITING: Media camps outside the Laundrie home.

weeks to find Laundrie, and already claims to have 
over 1,000 leads. He strongly believes that Laundrie 
is hiding along the trails of the Appalachian Trail. 
Laundrie’s parents reported Chapman to the police 
after he arrived at their home, facing backlash for 
calling them about this, but not Laundrie’s disap-
pearance. If the court charges Laundrie with first 
or second degree murder, his parents would also 
be charged with a federal crime for attempting to 
help their son. 
(Sources: CNN, NY Times, People)

BETTER TOGETHER: Protests ignite to mourn Gabby Petito.

Officials continue search in Gabriella Petito investigation
STAYING SAFE: Doctor tests a sample for COVID-19 in a safe laboratory.
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California vaccination requirements: Two 
weeks ago, California became the first state to reveal 
a plan to require COVID-19 vaccinations for in-
person education. Announced on Oct. 1, these plans   
come into effect once the Pfizer vaccine receives 
full FDA approval, not just emergency approval, 
for all children ages 12 to 15. Governor Newsom 
defended this announcement, reasoning that “the 
state already requires that students are vaccinated                                                                  
against viruses that cause measles, mumps, and 
rubella — there’s no reason why we wouldn’t do 
the same for COVID-19.” The vaccine mandate 
will roll out in two phases, with vaccinations  
mandatory for grades 7 to 12 as early as Jan. 1.                                      

The second phase, grades K through 6, will take 
effect after the FDA approves Pfizer for children ages 
five to eleven. (Sources: NBC, CA) -Brynn Gibson 
and Macy Dennon, News and Sports Editor

New York vaccine mandates: As of Monday, 
Sept. 27, all healthcare workers in the state of New 
York were required to get the COVID-19 vaccine or 
risk losing their jobs. This affected a large group 
of healthcare workers, including, but not limited 
to, hospital staff, nursing home employees, adult 
caretakers, public school employees, and other 
long-term care facilities. Public-health experts from 
Governor Kathy Hochul’s office revealed that, as of 
Sept. 22, 84 percent of hospital workers had received 

vaccinations. Currently, controversy swirls around 
the state as New York citizens debate whether to 
get the vaccine or find new employment. (Sources: 
NY Times, CNN) -Maya Gomez, Sports Editor

Biden receives third shot: President Joe Biden 
received his third dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 Vaccine on Sept. 27. This came just five 
days after the FDA approved booster shots for                                                                  
emergency use. As of now, these doses are lim-
ited to high-risk groups and individuals over 65. 
Biden got his first vaccine in December of 2020, 
and now — almost 11 months later — he is 
urging all eligible citizens to get theirs, stating, 
“Please, please do the right thing. Please get the 

shot. It can save your life. It can save the lives 
of those around you. And it’s easy, accessible, 
and it’s free.” Following the approval, around 2.6                                                                                       
million people nationwide received their booster 
shots from Pfizer. Although the 
FDA has not yet approved the 
Moderna vaccine for a third 
dose, it is expected to occur in 
the upcoming weeks. Johnson 
and Johnson booster shot is 
also expected to receive FDA 
approval soon. (Sources: Time 
Magazine) -Michaela Thimot, 
Culture Editor

News in Brief: Biden’s booster shot and vaccine mandates

N. ChenN. Chen
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• Vaccine rollout slow                            
   in some countries  
• AUKUS deal angers           
   China and France

German federal election ends in big conservative loss

by Matthew Fehr
National/World Editor

Germany held its 2021 federal election on Sept. 26 to elect 
members to the Bundestag, the German parliament. Six major 
parties vied for a plurality of the 735 seats in the representative 
body, with preliminary results showing the Social-Democratic 
Party (SPD) winning with a slight edge over its rivals, taking 25.7 
percent of the vote.

The Christian Democratic Union (CDU) — which has controlled 
the federal government since 2005 — experienced its worst defeat 
in party history, losing approximately 25 percent of its vote share 
and several important constituencies. Angela Merkel, the current 
chancellor of Germany and leader of the CDU since 2005, did not 
seek reelection.

Inner turmoil and power struggles have riddled the CDU since 
2015, most recently by corruption allegations relating to party 
members arranging and profiting from public mask procurement 
agreements in March. Party members from both the CDU and the 
Christian Social Union — a sister party to the CDU which operates 
only in the German state of Bavaria — resigned amid investigations 
into the scandal. A general move away from conservative politics 
in Germany, in combination with an unpopular candidate, the 
desire for change by voters after 16 years, and the lack of a party 

platform and coherent policy ideas, also contributed to the conser-
vative party’s defeat.

Although the SPD finished first in the popular vote, it still fell 
far short of winning a majority in parliament. Both the SPD and CDU 
won less than 26 percent of the vote, necessitating the formation of a 
coalition government. Because no party has a majority, either the SPD 
or the CDU must work with at least two other parties, the most likely 
of which are the Green Party and the Free Democratic Party (FDP), to 
construct a functional government. While the FDP and Green Party 
would seem an unlikely pairing at first glance — the economic policies 
of the two parties occupy opposite ends of the political spectrum — 
they do share common ground on issues surrounding human rights, 
immigration, and the climate. 

Olaf Scholz, the leader of the Social Democrats, described the 
election results as a mandate from the German people to structure 
the new government around the three parties that improved their 
standings in parliament: the Social Democrats, the Green Party, and 
the Free Democrats.

Speaking from the Social Democratic headquarters, Scholz said, 
“The mandate for us is to do what the people want, to lead a good 
government that will set the course for the decade ahead, to bring 
more respect into society, to modernize our industrial sector and to 
halt the man-made climate change.”

This election also revealed an important distinction in the 
political ideologies of Germany’s generations. Younger voters threw 
much of their support behind the FDP and the Green Party, with the 
CDU and SPD picking up a majority of their votes from the senior 
population. This is a stark shift away from previous governments, 
which were largely controlled by older politicians.
(Sources: CNBC, The Guardian, NY Times, The Economist, Reuters, 
Deutsche Welle, BBC)

MERKEL GETS MERKED: The CDU experiences its worst loss in party history.

Global vaccine rollout hits setbacks in some countries

by Angela Sheu
People Editor

As the coronavirus pandemic continues to spread, 2.6 billion  
people — 34 percent of the world population — are fully vaccinated. 
This sector continues to grow each day, yet it does not truly reflect 
the stark contrast between different countries’ vaccination programs. 
Globally, wealthy countries have administered the vast majority of 
vaccine shots. Portugal, with high vaccine acceptance rates and mass 
immunization centers, has a world-leading fully vaccinated popula-
tion of 85 percent, while more than 50 countries — such as former 
Portuguese colonies Angola and Mozambique — have less than 10 
percent fully vaccinated populations. In low-income countries, only 
2.2 percent of people have received a single dose.

According to the World Health Organization’s (WHO) target, 
every country should have vaccinated at least 10 percent of 

its population by the end of September, but only nine African  
countries met WHO’s benchmark. The main reason for the slow vaccine  
rollout in low-income countries is a lack of supply, caused by insufficient 
funds to purchase vaccines and an inability to make their own shots.  
Without the extensive existing infrastructure present in the  
United States or in the United Kingdom, developing countries  
must rely on vaccines manufactured abroad. Manufacturing countries’  
“vaccine nationalism” and strict controls over export sales have  
forced others to rely on initiatives like the Africa Vaccine Acquisition Trust or  
COVID-19 Vaccines Global Access (COVAX) to supply vaccines. Despite 
being backed by widely supported organizations such as the WHO and the  
international vaccine distribution organization Gavi, COVAX still  
struggles to compete with wealthy countries to obtain vaccines in the 
open market. Citing reduced availability from vaccine manufacturers and  
delayed regulatory clearance, COVAX cut its projected 2021 supply  
from  2.27 billion doses to 1.43 billion, only enough to vaccinate one-fifth of  
low-income and lower-middle income countries’ populations this  
year. So far, COVAX has shipped 311 million total vaccines.

The WHO stated that monthly vaccine shipments will have 
to rise from 20 million doses to 150 million in order to reach  
their target of immunizing 70 percent of the African continent by next                     
September. The European Union and the United Kingdom, among  
other major economies, have promised to donate vaccines to developing                 
countries, but, so far, have only sent a fraction of the pledged  amounts. 
President Biden also pledged to donate 500 million additional doses, 
but those will not start arriving until 2022. 

The lack of supply is exacerbated by other struggles. Armed con-
flicts in Afghanistan and South Sudan disrupted vaccine distribution, 
leading to 1.1 percent and 0.2 percent of their populations receiving 
the vaccination, respectively. In the Democratic Republic of Congo 
and Papua New Guinea, inadequate infrastructure and logistical  
challenges compounded with widespread vaccine hesitancy have led 
to low vaccination rates. 

Without effective immunization, the pandemic continues to 
devastate populations, wreaking economic and social havoc. The 
ensuing widespread and uninterrupted transmission encourages the 
virus to mutate, possibly creating more infectious variants resistant 
to current vaccines.
(Sources: Wall Street Journal, The Associated Press, NY Times, Gavi, WHO,  
Washington Post)MONEY MATTERS: Wealthier countries outpace poorer nations in vaccinations.

AUKUS pact angers China

by Trent Bartlett
National/World Editor 

The United States, Australia, and the United 
Kingdom, recently released to the world AUKUS, 
a trilateral military agreement between the three 
countries, on Sept. 15. The agreement will send 
technology to Australia in order to build eight 
submarines. However, it has not come without 
controversy, after the French prime minister pulled 
ambassadors from America, and China called the 
agreement “extremely irresponsible.”  

The pact mainly involves nuclear technology, 
provided by America and Britain for Australia, to 
build submarines to combat China in the northern 
Pacific. Additionally, the U.S and U.K will send 
military technology to Australia. This is Australia’s 
first attempt at nuclear powered submarines, after 
previous statements from the Australian government 
suggested they would never use them. 

After the three countries announced AUKUS 
via Zoom on Sept. 15 by Boris Johnson, the United 
Kingdom’s Prime Minister, President Joe Biden, and 
Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison, AUKUS 
faced instant controversy. China expressed their 
discontent after speculation showed the agreement 
plans to combat China’s increasing military power.

by Marissa Hein
Graphics Editor

One of Paraguay’s most essential resources 
faces a dire emergency. Due to South America’s 
severe drought, the Paraná River’s water level is 
at a low not seen since 1944, 77 years ago. The 
expansive river runs through Argentina, Paraguay, 
Bolivia, and Brazil and spans over 3,032 miles, 
making it South America’s second-largest river, 
rivaled only by the Amazon River. 

The Paraná’s flow rate is dropping at an alarm-
ing rate of three to four centimeters per day. While 
the river used to flow at an average of 17,000 cubic 
meters per second, it is now moving at merely 
6,200 cubic meters per second, a detrimental 
blow to the economy and survival of several South 
American countries. Due to Paraguay’s landlocked 
location and lack of coasts, the Paraná River serves 
as an asset for the South American country’s trade 
and resources. Roughly 85 percent of all Para-
guayan trade is conducted via the river. It is also 
an integral part of Paraguay’s commercial fishing 
industry and serves as a source of drinking water 
for 40 million South Americans. 

Furthermore, the country is now dealing 
with the devastating economic consequences 
of the drought. Losses in Paraguay’s river 
transport sector are about 250 million dollars,  
according to Esteban dos Santos, the president 
of the Paraguayan Shipowners’ Center. Paraguay’s 
economy also took a massive hit in the wake of  
COVID-19. As businesses around the world return 
to normal, the country had hoped to begin rebuild-
ing its economy. Instead, it is facing this second 
blow. In an interview with the Associated Press,  
Paraguayan Importers Center President Nery Giménez 
explained the severity of the river’s status: “We 
have never had a situation as serious as the one  RUNNING LOW: Decreasing water level threatens Paraguay.
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Paraguay faces water crisis

 This prompted responses from Beijing and the 
Chinese embassy in Washington, with the embassy 
accusing the countries of “cold war mentality and 
ideological prejudice.” 

The French expressed the largest negative 
response to the agreement, pulling ambassadors 
out of their American embassies and calling the 
pact, “A stab in the back,” as France’s Foreign Min-
ister Jean-Yves Le Drian told a French radio. After 
Australia terminated their previous submarine deal 
with France — which included sending 12 non-nu-
clear submarines to Australia in exchange for 50 
billion dollars — France proceeded to withdraw 
all ambassadors from Washington, creating tension 
between France and the US.

According to experts, Australia’s move to side 
with the US and UK over China is a huge deal which 
may cause implications for years to come. The 
United Kingdom’s Defense Secretary Ben Wallace 
claimed China’s growing military will soon make 
it so, “Our partners in those regions want to be 
able to stand their own ground.” 

When a reporter asked Boris Johnson about 
the tension this created, he said, “Our relation-
ship with France is rock solid.” He also said the 
new deal would “preserve security and stability 
around the world,” and generate “hundreds of 
high-skilled jobs.” Biden emphasised the “impor-
tance for [Britain and Australia] leadership and           
partnership as we undertake this new phase of 
our security cooperation.” 

Experts believe that the partnership between 
these three countries will be a discussion point for 
years to come and could seriously impact the mili-
tary outlook of the eastern pacific and South China 
sea. Most importantly, experts say it will impact 
the three countries involved and their citizens.
(Sources: BBC, NBC, Whitehouse)

NUCLEAR REACTION: Military agreement draws France’s ire.
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we are experiencing now. We are approaching  
the end of the year, a time when more products 
must enter.”

One of the most pressing issues caused by the 
drought is that of incoming and outgoing trade 
ships. Ships are not being fully loaded up, due 
to fear of grounding, and are therefore unable to 
transport a sufficient amount of goods. Exporters 
are considering creating new land routes to maintain 
trade levels.

Other South American countries are also dealing 
with the effects of the Paraná River’s low water 
level. A massive power plant located on the river 
between Argentina and Paraguay is struggling to 
produce enough energy and is currently operating 
at only 50 percent. In response, Hamilton Mourão, 
vice president of Brazil, issued a warning that the 
current circumstances could trigger Brazil to begin 
rationing energy.

The Paraná’s conditions are not likely to improve 
soon. The severe South American drought began 
in 2019 and, according to environmentalists, is 
predicted to last until 2022. 
(Sources: The Associated Press, BBC News,  
The Guardian)
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VACCINATIONS LAG: Nations shown in light gray have low innoculation rates.
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Despite initially thorough plans, communication 
throughout the school year regarding exposures, 
guidelines, and the current public health situation 
can be confusing. Administration sends occasional 
email updates and reminders about campus safety, 
but the spread of information is more or less 
decentralized. AP Biology and Advanced Science 
Research teacher Cathy Messenger said, “I think 
the information is there, it’s just not being clearly 
communicated…in the pandemic, things can change 
quickly. What worked last week may not work  
this week.”

An anonymous LGHS senior divulged, “I was 
exposed to COVID in one of my classes, but I didn’t 
hear about it until my dad told me. Only my parents 
received the exposure email...the tests take a while, 
so finding out about it earlier would’ve meant I 
could start that process sooner.” Multiple other 
anonymous students and parents corroborated this 
student’s statement, adding that exposure emails 
sometimes get sent out multiple days after the 
exposure occurred. It is essential for students to 
receive these exposure emails from administration 
— and for them to receive them in a timely manner 
— so they can get tested, inform the school if they 
contracted the virus, and stay at home, to prevent 
further transmission. 

Student responsibility is also a vital component 
of safety on campus: another way students can 
help limit the threat of COVID-19 is by taking the 

school’s recommendations seriously. One “strong 
message” from Chapman was that students should 
get tested after any exposure to the virus. The 
decision tree that schools in Santa Clara County use 
to protect against COVID-19, which details how to 
handle exposures, states that even fully vaccinated 
persons without symptoms should test “ASAP and 
on/after Day 5 [of being exposed].” Chapman admit-
ted, “we cannot require a test from somebody, nor 
can we require them to send their results to us...
[so it] feels like there’s some possibility for gaps.” 
Students can fill these gaps by getting tested, 
reporting results back to the school, and following 
the guidelines provided by the school as closely  
as possible.

Following protocols doesn’t only cover testing. To 
some students wearing a mask and using Screener19 
diligently may seem bothersome or inconsequential, 
but this is not the case. LGHS math teacher Lore-
dana Spiridon said, “I have a couple of students 
each day who I have to ask to wear their mask 
properly. I also have a few students each day who 
do not complete the Screener19 questionnaire before 
coming to school, and I have to remind them to 
complete it.” Adhering to seemingly small guidelines 
is more influential than it may first appear. Health 
officials at LGHS use Screener19 specifically to 
inform students about whether or not they have had 
close contact with individuals who tested positive, so 
failure to use the utility only harms student health.

Not only should LGHS students follow all of the 
guidelines provided by the high  

school, but they should  
also encourage  

a positive 

campus culture — with respect to these guidelines 
— by holding others accountable. Students can lead 
by example and remind their peers to wear a mask 
and scan into classes when necessary.

It is important to note that the school district 
is already implementing constant improvements. 
Chapman and other LGSUHSD employees hold 
“COVID team meetings every week [during which 
they] problem solve all this stuff and tinker around 
with all the different bits of feedback that [they’ve] 
gotten to try to make good improvements for the 
process.” Chapman acknowledged, “we’ve had some 
issues [but] we’ve been kind of learning along the 
way of how to make this as efficient and clear 
communication as possible.” For example, families 
that received the first exposure notification emails 
could not tell which of their children was exposed. 
However, following parents’ feedback, the admin-
istration worked with the district’s technology 
office to include clarifying details in future emails. 
The LGHS community should continue to suggest 
these changes as they discover flaws in the school’s 
COVID protocols. The administration is here to help 
students, so critical feedback allows them to do 
their job better. Chapman disclosed, “Everybody’s 
trying to do their very best, and people will point 
out the flaws and people will provide us feedback 
or complaints about what they see as frustrating in 
that process or feels unsafe.”

In response to complaints about lack of access 
to tests, LGHS began providing on-campus COVID-19 
tests in early October to students involved in school-
related overnight travel or whom the administration 
identifies as close contacts to positive cases; on-
campus tests are also available to unvaccinated staff 
completing their weekly mandatory testing. The 
school cannot administer tests on students without 
parental consent, so future exposure notices will 

include a consent link for on-site close contact 
response testing on the following school day.

As our school moves towards normalcy, it 
is imperative that we continue to pay close 
attention to the health and safety of our-
selves and our community. With the return 
of some of our favorite events, like spirit 
rallies and the Coronation Dance, comes 

the responsibility to protect each other, so 
following COVID-19 guidelines, improving upon 

the protocols already in place, and providing critical 
feedback to administration on how to be as safe as 
possible, remains essential.

Editorial
El Gato • Friday, octobEr 15, 2021 • los Gatos HiGH scHool • www.ElGatonEws.com

El Gato is an independently funded publication of 
the journalism program at Los Gatos High School. 
Editorials reflect the majority opinion of the 
staff. El Gato is an open forum for the exchange 
of ideas and welcomes signed letters and e-mail. 
Names can be withheld upon request. All stories, 
graphics, and layout are done by El Gato Staff. We 
reserve the right to refuse ad contracts.

Subscriber $30, Patron $75, Sponsor $120. 

Los Gatos High School   •  20 High School Court
Los Gatos, CA 95030  •         408-354-2730

EL GATO

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER

Editors-in-Chief                    
Lucy Holland
Jackie King
Sophie Sullivan
Sonali Muthukrishnan

21 22 23

9 10 11 13

1514

17 18 20

20

7 12

24 25

19

26 27 28 29 30

31 1 2 3 4  5 6

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

8

16 17 18 19

Adviser
Doug Garrett
dgarrett@lgsuhsd.org
lghselgatochiefs@gmail.com

     News Editors
Sidney Bricker
Brynn Gibson 
Isla Patrick

National and 
World Editors
Trent Bartlett
Matthew Fehr
Ella Marrufo

Opinion Editors
Alia Arafeh
Alex Evans

Graphics Editors 
Nathan Chen
Marissa Hein

Center Editor
Cara Davidson

Culture Editors
Michaela Thimot
Kate Gruetter

Humor Editors
Emily Duvall
Esha Bagora

People Editors
Angela Sheu
Sarah Gouldrup

Media Production 
Editors
Emerson Morley
Georgia Kaufman
Lucy Sells
Bridie Beamish

Sports Editors
Maya Gomez
Dana Hathaway
Macy Dennon

 Public Relations 
 Managers
 Senji Torrey
 Jenna Roselli
 Elena Rexach

 Editorial Editor
 Jordan Chan

 

 B. Gibson

by Jordan Chan and Angela Sheu
Editorial Editor and People Editor

More than a year and a half has passed since 
the pandemic forced students, teachers, and staff 
to evacuate campus and shelter in place. With the 
start of the new school year, the LGHS community 
has made strides towards normalcy: most students 
attend a full schedule of in-person classes, county 
guidelines allow for the removal of masks outside, 
and the sight of two people less than six feet apart 
no longer causes shock nor panic. However, life at 
LGHS remains far from ordinary, and COVID-19 is 
still a serious matter, especially with nine recorded 
student cases of the virus on campus and — accord-
ing to an Oct. 8 email blast from Principal Kevin 
Buchanan — “90 plus close contacts per day of 
exposure to a positive case.” In order to ensure 
the safety of members of the community, students, 
staffers, and administrators must both refine and 
observe school-wide protocols regarding COVID-19. 

The protocols at LGHS are fairly simple: stu-
dents must wear masks at all times indoors, fill 
out Screener19 health surveys, and report positive 
COVID-19 tests to the school. Assistant Principal 
Alex Chapman, who handles school facilities and 
safety, explained, “ultimately all of our school 
safety rules...follow the guidance from the [Santa 
Clara] County Department of Health.” LGHS staff 
members have a responsibility to enforce the 
county’s rules on a campus-wide level through 
gentle reminders, and, in more severe cases, “dis-
ciplinary punishment.” 

Chapman elaborated that the admin-
istration’s “biggest strategy” to effec-
tively enforce safety guidelines at 
LGHS is communication. One of the 
main documents sent out this year 
was the Los Gatos-Saratoga Union 
High School District’s (LGSUHSD) 
Return to Campus Plan. Drafted 
before the school year began, this 
detailed regulations and expecta-
tions concerning the virus. Students 
and parents received the plan via the 
communication platform ParentSquare, but 
Chapman admitted, “whether it was read or 
not is a totally different thing...I’m pretty aware 
that me broadcasting something to [around] 2,000 
students is going to get lost.” He tried to remedy 
this by relying on teachers to disseminate safety 
information within their classrooms. 

LGHS should continue to improve COVID-19 protocol
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• Don’t sexualize male  
  celebrities online
• Companies shouldn’t  
   oversimplify logos

Scrolling through 
my Instagram feed 
the other day, I came 
across a slew of revolt-
ing screenshots cap-
tured by a One Direc-
tion fan account. On 
closer inspection, the 

photo collection was full of Tumblr comments, 
in which “Harry Styles fans” described, with 
a disturbing level of detail, which sexual acts 
they would perform on the artist. Another 
post showed a picture of a female fan 
kneeling in front of a life-size tour poster. 
It is not okay for fans to sexualize male 
celebrities; not only is it highly disre-
spectful, but it is also hypocritical. 

Overly-sexual comments and 
photos made with a specific idol in 
mind go too far because they directly 
target that artist. In making these 
overtly sexual gestures, fans objectify 
their idols. 

Male celebrities are human 
beings; their career in the industry 
is their job, so it is unacceptable for 
fans to display this lustful attention 
so blatantly. Industry artists are 
already watched 24/7 by paparazzi; 
they aren’t allowed the privacy they 
deserve, and adding another nega-
tive to their situation is not- ever justifiable. 

These crude comments and pictures are 
unnecessary, and we can actively prevent them 
from happening by thinking before we act. Great, 
you think Harry Styles is attractive, but that dirty 

by Sonali Muthukrishnan
Editor-in-Chief

With the completion 
of extensive trials and 
data analysis over the 
past months, copious 
amounts of information 
suggest that receiving 
the COVID-19 vaccine is 
safe and effective. Along 

with this statistical data, moral reasons relating 
to the community also suggest people need to get 
vaccinated. Since the vaccine is unavailable to select 
groups, those who can get it should in order 
to protect others. At this point in time, it is 
each individual’s responsibility to themselves 
and the community to get the COVID-19 vaccine, 
if they are eligible. 

Some make claims that the vaccine is 
ineffective or that COVID-19 is no longer 
a pressing issue to defend their choice. In 
reality, trends in data regarding COVID-19 
deaths and spread rates actually promote the 
vaccine’s effectiveness. The Associated Press 
(AP) reported that the number of COVID-19 
related deaths could be close to zero in the 
United States, as long as everyone who is 
eligible gets vaccinated. The AP also shows 
that for the month of May alone, only 1.1 
percent of COVID-19 hospitalizations were from 
vaccinated patients. 

Lack of trust in the vaccine is further unrea-
sonable considering the advancements made in 
modern medicine. Essentially, this is a broader 
call to trust in modern medicine, but more nar-
rowly to trust the vaccine. On Aug. 23, the FDA 
approved the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine for 
all ages 16 and above — this should alleviate the 

Evans advocates for vaccine
by Alex Evans
Opinion Editor

barrier to receive the vaccine for many because it 
is no longer authorized for emergency use, but also 
for general administration. This approval makes the 
shot similar to the flu shot; there is no reason to 
fear the safety or long term effects.

If the numbers are not persuasive enough, there 
are moral implications as well. It is the duty of 
those who are eligible for the vaccine to get theirs 
in order to protect others who are unable to. The 
COVID-19 vaccine is not suggested for some with 
health conditions, including being pregnant, those 
breastfeeding children, those allergic to vaccine 
ingredients, some with certain medical conditions, 

and children ages 11 and under. Until vac-
cines are openly available, communities 

need to work together to protect each other. 
It is a team effort to expel COVID-19; just 

because others are getting the vaccine does not 
mean that you do not have to. Although many 
in your county may have their vaccine, which 

helps to lower rates of infection, this does not 
exempt you from getting it yourself. You are 
still a key factor in helping your community, 
because if everyone had this mindset, fewer 
would get vaccinated. One reason many fall 
victim to this mindset is the fear of vaccine 
side effects — in this instance it is necessary 
to be empathetic of everyone who has already 
received their shots. Again, it loops back to 

understanding your impact as an individual and 
how the risk is worth the reward.

Not getting your COVID-19 vaccine is a danger to 
yourself due to the chance of hospitalization, a risk 
to members of the community who are unable to get 
their vaccine, and shows a lack of understanding 
that getting rid of COVID-19 is a team effort. To be 
straightforward, go get your vaccine. 
(Sources: AP News, FDA, Healthline)

comment or picture is something he could see. 
Not only are you making yourself look gross, but 
imagine how he would feel if he read it. 

Additionally, most of the fans being this 
open about their sexual attraction are women. As 
women, we expect men not to objectify female art-
ists and not tweet sexual fantasies at them; treat 
female celebrities with the respect and dignity 
they deserve. It’s hypocritical for women to treat 
men this way. We need to treat male artists with 
the same respect which we wish female artists 
received. They are not objects, they are people who 
have chosen careers in the music industry, and 
that doesn’t exempt them from proper treatment. 

Essentially, fans are catcalling male celebri-
ties when they treat them like this, something 
which we all despise and wish would not 

happen to us. Suddenly, it doesn’t seem so 
acceptable, right?

We need to think about human 
beings beyond the screen and the stage. 
While we idolize these people, we need 
to remember that they are just like us. 
We are making them uncomfortable 
by expressing explicit sexual desire on 
social media. That is not okay. We need 
to recognize some boundaries on social 
media, and this is one of them. We 
would be appalled if someone targeted 
a female artist the same way, so why is 
it okay for fans to treat a male artist 
like this. 

As a One Direction fan and simply 
as a human being, I am revolted. Acting like 

this is immature and unacceptable. We should not 
treat anyone like this. Please think before you act.  
We need to treat male celebrities with the same 
respect which we wish female celebrities received.
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With spooky 
season having 
just begun, we 
can expect to 
see at least one 
vampire running 
up a sidewalk with 
a jack-o-lantern 

bucket in hand, or a ghost with sunglasses 
posing with skateboards on Instagram. How-
ever, some people simply take it too far with 
their Halloween costumes, often dressing in inappropriate, 
controversial, and/or offensive attire. Here are a few Hal-
loween costumes or concepts that must be discontinued.
Cultural Stereotypes

Starting off strong with a costume concept that 
has been a topic of controversy for years, we have 
any form of cultural stereotypes used as costumes. 
Most of the costumes endorse offensive and danger-
ous stereotypes regarding Hispanic, Chinese, Native 
American, or other cultures. So take a moment 

Gomez points out disrespectful Halloween costumes
by Maya Gomez
Sports Editor

to consider when dressing your child up as Pocahontas or 
wearing a ninja outfit that the costume may be offensive 

to other cultures. 
Peeping Tom

Not only does this concept as a costume feel 
invalidating to those who have experienced sexual 

harassment and stalking, but it is just downright 
creepy. Who in their right mind dresses up as a 

man who “peeps” through a woman’s window as she 
is changing? Even as a child I would see men with 

a window frame or blind shades around their 
heads, hands cupped around their faces. Does it 

feel appropriate for a grown man to be imitating a sex 
offender? I don’t think so.
Prisoners or Convicts

With the uproar of Black Lives Matter protests in the U.S. 
this past year, shining light on the mistreatment of people of 

color in the justice system, these costumes moved from contro-
versial to undoubtedly offensive. Most if not all of us are aware 
of the treatment of BIPOC at the hands of our police. Not only 
is wearing a prison uniform inappropriate, but the costume can 
endorse the idea that such mistreatment is not happening. The 
“sexy convict” costume you found at Spirit Halloween may be 

only 15 dollars, but is it really worth the pain you could be causing 
those who have family, friends, and partners who have been or are 
currently being mistreated in our justice system?
Mentally Ill Patients

If, of all of the costume ideas you could have chosen, you go 
with the mental hospital patient, you should be ashamed of yourself.  
Going out of the house with white face paint, disheveled hair, and 
restrained arms dehumanizes those who struggle with mental illness. 
Having mental health issues does not make a person insane, and 
wearing such a costume implies that their condition defines them. 
Sexualized Children’s Characters

How many times a year have I seen a Disney princess costume 
with a low-cut neckline, short skirt, and thigh high boots? Too 
many. Now, I completely understand not going the traditional way 
when it comes to costumes. I have no expectations of seeing the full 
Cinderella gown. However, there is a difference between moderniza-
tion and sexualization. 

Halloween is just around the corner, and with the freedom of 
choosing your own Halloween costume comes the responsibility 
and realization that there are costumes out there that are not only 
offensive, but invalidating and dehumanizing to other people. This 
year, let’s all stay aware of how our choices can affect the people 
around us.

Five thousand, seven hundred 
and twelve. That is how many 

missing Indigenous women 
there are in the US alone as 
of 2016; the US Department 
of Justice’s federal miss-
ing person database only 
logged 116. When Indig-

enous murder victims are unidentifiable, it means 
that law enforcement has not accurately gathered 
or preserved forensic evidence. Cases quickly go 
cold while law enforcement loses vital evidence 
or never forwards the evidence to other agencies. 
As the world turns its back on Indigenous women, 
they give White women full attention. It is time 
to care for all missing women, not just those 
who are White. 

 Indigenous women deserve to be treated 
with the same urgency and attention that 
White cases receive. Despite White women 
garnering more news coverage, murder rates for Indigenous women are 
three times higher than those of Anglo-American women. A report 
conducted by the Missing and Murdered Indigenous People Task Force 

Prioritize searching for missing Indigenous women
on missing women in Wyoming found that White women recieve 21 

percent more news coverage than Indigenous women. 
In addition, Indigenous women are murdered 

10 times more than any other ethnicity; 
murder is the third leading cause of death 

for Indigenous women. 
The infamous murder of Gabriella 

Petito consumed the media for the past 
month, sparking manhunts, activism, 
and acquiring an extensive support 
system for Petito and her family. Law 
enforcement found Petito in Wyoming 
just 11 days after she was reported 
missing. After her disappearance 
earned intensive news coverage, the 
internet also came together to share 
theories on where she could be, ignit-
ing further attention. Meanwhile, 
from 2011 to 2020, 710 Indigenous 

women have gone missing in Wyoming; the media 
remains oblivious. 

Indigenous women repeatedly have their missing person 
cases swept under the rug and receive little to no awareness or 
assistance. An example is Mary Johnson, who has been missing 
for almost a year now. Her family describes their experience with 

law enforcement as futile, as it took them 10 months to set up a reward 
and for police to take interest in Johnson’s case. Or take Sumi Gail Juan, 
who has been missing since 2010. Her daughter stated, “Cases like my 
mom’s might be put on the back burner...people don’t pay attention to 
Native women because maybe they think it’s their fault what happened 
to them, but I can’t give up on my mom.” Finally, Jermain Charlo shows 
parallels to Petito, because Charlo’s boyfriend remains the suspect in her 
disappearance three years ago. Still, Charlo’s case remains unsolved, with 
no urgency to bring her and her family justice. These are only three out 
of thousands of women and families whom the media has ignored while 
they begged for assistance and answers, watching White families receive 
everything they did not. 

#GabbyPetito has over 956 million views on TikTok, which is sig-
nificantly more attention than missing Indigenous women receive. Six 
law-enforcement agencies, including the FBI, devoted resources to find 
her; Petitos’s case was mentioned 398 times on Fox News, 346 times on 
CNN, and 100 times on MSNBC. Where was this attention for the thou-
sands of Indigenous women? Petito’s case was tragic, and she deserves to 
have millions out there supporting her and wanting to give her justice. 
Still, Johnson, Juan, Charlo, and every other missing Indigenous woman 
deserve millions supporting them too. There is no justice for missing 
Indigenous women if the nation only focuses on their White counterparts. 
(Sources: CNN, Los Angeles Times, Native Hope, Native Womens Wilder-
ness, NBC News, The Charley Project, The Salt Lake Tribune, Urban Indian 
Health Institute) 

by Bridie Beamish
Media Production Editor

Respect male celebrities
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by Kate Gruetter
Culture Editor

As an avid reader, I often open TikTok and 
stumble upon BookTok videos, which are clips 
recommending books based on plot, aesthetic, 
and other qualities. However, these videos often 
regurgitate the same novels  — ones written 
primarily by White authors about White char-
acters. Books with diverse representation are 
few and far between, and usually inadequate 

in their presentation of marginalized groups. It is important that when 
choosing books, we look beyond the novel, researching to make sure the 
author is representative of the groups they are writing about. In a day and 
age where representation in the film and modeling industries are stressed 
by media, diversifying literature is important as well. So when buying 
and reading books, readers should choose diverse books with diverse and 
representative authors. 

Only recommending “diverse” books written by White authors, or by a 
select group of authors from marginalized communities, is performative. It 
attempts to garner an audience looking for representative media, but puts 
no actual effort into finding a variety of accurate and realistic portrayals. 
Book recommendations and book choices need to be consistently diverse; 
it is not a pick and choose scenario. 

Three novels I often see creators recommending on TikTok are Red White 
and Royal Blue, The Song of Achilles, and They Both Die at the End. These 
books are labelled as “LGBTQ+ representation,” but only feature relation-
ships between male characters, ignoring the existence of sapphic stories. 
Recommending books that only focus on a specific sect of a community 
is not representative or accurate; rather, it contributes to stereotypes, 
erasure of certain queer groups, and prejudical views. 

These recommended books portraying LGBTQ+ relationships also often 
end in tragedy. Tragic endings are realistic and enjoyable in moderation, 
but constantly reading about LGBTQ+ couples being denied a happy ending 
is discouraging. Although historically correct 
in most cases, there are also real world success 
stories and happy endings. Only writing LGBTQ+ 
stories as tragedies enforces a belief that the 
community will never get the opportunity to 
love successfully or thrive as themselves —  
a very one sided and pessimistic view. 

Readers should also watch out for  “repre-
sentation” of people with disabilities. Often, 
this group is misrepresented, belittled, or fully 
erased in literature. When making active deci-
sions to add diversity to your bookshelf, make 
sure to look for and research books centered 

around people with disabilities that do not lack fully developed characters 
or include harmful stereotypes. 

Diversifying your bookshelf is beneficial; it helps broaden your mind to 
new authors and genres, and it supports communities that have constantly 
suffered from oppression and erasure in literature. But it also requires 
research and active thought, the books you choose to buy and read should 
be representative through and through, not just on the cover or first page. 

When searching for more representative books, look for diverse authors 
as well. It is equally important to change some of the sources from which  
you get book recommendations. Try following more influencers of color 

and LGBTQ+ authors on social media and unfol-
lowing problematic ones. Researching a book can 
oftentimes help you find out if it is problematic or 
not, and listening to BookTokers when they label 
a book bad representation is important as well. 
Some books you should definitely put on your to 
be read list include The Bluest Eye, by Toni Mor-
rison; One Hundred Years of Solitude, by Gabriel 
García Márquez; There There, by Tommy Orange; 
Pachinko, by Min Jin Lee, The Vegetarian, by Han 
Kang; We Have Always Been Here, by Samra Habib; 
When Katie Met Cassidy, by Camille Perri; and Get 
a Life, Chloe Brown, by Talia Hibbert.

by Matthew Fehr
National/World Editor

I like minimalism. I 
like the simplification 
of overly complicated 
designs, I like things to 
be organized and clean, 
and I’m happy that com-
panies have left skeuo-
morphic designs in the 

past. However, the shift towards flat, uninspired 
designs has robbed almost all personality from 
corporate logos. Almost overnight, companies have 
ditched their old quirky and charming emblems to 
fit with a new, modern aesthetic. The problem is 
that many of these companies went way too far in 
their redesigns. 

The Pringles logo, for example, was perfectly 
fine how it was — not over designed, but not lack-
ing. Despite this, the higher-ups decided that the 
Pringles guy needed a makeover. The 
result was a white oval with black 
eyes and a mustache. The redesign 
took away his hair, the color, 
even the sparkle in his eyes. 
And for what? This isn’t 
a good design. It seems 
that graphic designers 
have been sucked into 
a trap of oversimplifica-
tion. You can look at a 
vast ocean of examples: 
Firefox, Staples, Google 
Workspace, Warner Brothers, 
BMW, Pinterest, Petco, Snapple, 
and so on. 

The frustrating part is that logos can be both 
simple and iconic at the same time. Look no further 
than Apple and Nike, two companies whose logos 
have remained virtually unchanged throughout 
their histories. They’re iconic, instantly recogniz-
able, and clean. What secret ingredient do they 
have that so many designers forget to add? The 
answer is an icon. It’s much more difficult to make 
a brand stand out when the logo is just letters. In 

fact, just using typeface isn’t really a logo. Espe-
cially when designers across the board opt for the 
same boring, standard, and blocky font. Logos are 
supposed to be instantly recognizable at any size 
and in any color. If you were to make the logos 
of major brands grayscale, toss them into a hat, 
and pull out a handful, you’d be left with a pile 
of black-and-white uniformity. That is quite pos-
sibly the worst mistake you can make as a graphic 
designer. To demonstrate what I mean, I’ll give two 
examples of what might be the worst offenders in 
this regard: Petco first, then AOL. 

Everybody knows the Petco logo. It has a blue 
cat and a red dog, it’s iconic, and it’s scalable. 
What could possibly be done to improve it? What 
the people in corporate decided on was erasing 
the animals. Now all we’re left with is a chunk of 
text that looks like it might as well belong to a 
pharmaceutical company. In no world is this an 
improvement. Nobody wants to buy pet toys at a 

store that has less personality than 
white paint on a white canvas.

AOL, a company synonymous 
with the 1990s, is even worse. 

The old logo was iconic. It 
had a circular outline over 
a triangle with the text 
“America Online” written 
boldly below in a font 
wholly unique to the com-

pany. Five revisions later, 
and the logo is literally “Aol.” 

Honestly, what you just read on 
the page is their logo. That is quite 

possibly the laziest design I have ever 
seen. And I know I sound like a broken record at 
this point, but it has zero personality and zero 
redeeming qualities.

And all of this is in service to what, exactly? It’s 
not like some government authority is demanding 
that companies transform their entire appear-
ance into a soulless husk of their former selves. 
This damage is completely self-inflicted. Unifor-
mity is destroying brand individuality, and it’s  
disheartening to see.
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Sharing struggles requires consent from other party
by Jordan Chan
Editorial Editor

It seems that everybody I talk to 
nowadays is suffocating under a moun-
tain of stress. We have assignments to 
complete, responsibilities to take care of, 
and expectations to meet, and it seems 
that each day there are new injustices 
and societal issues to face that affect us 
on personal and emotional levels. On top 

of this, both the pandemic and the sudden transition to a fully 
in-person school schedule exacerbated students’ declining rates of 
mental health. During these difficult times, it is only natural for us 
to want to share our emotions with the people 
we care about. Unfortunately, sharing our 
emotions in a detrimental manner can 
harm those around us.

These “wrong ways” may come in 
the form of trauma dumping or, to put it 
generally, venting without consent. Trauma 
dumping is the unsolicited oversharing of 
traumatic experiences in a way that often 
victimizes oneself. Although it is commonly an 

online phenomenon, it may occur in either a virtual or non-virtual 
setting. Venting is similar: it is the articulation or expression of 
strong, typically negative, emotions in one fluid stream of thought.

When a person shares their struggles with another person, they 
inevitably pass on responsibility to that person to carry some of the 
emotional burden they have verbalized. It is important to recognize 
that many individuals do not have the capacity to carry that sort 
of weight alongside their own, and it is unfair to put them in this 
position of elevated responsibility without their explicit consent. 
Additionally, if your vent resonates with another person’s past, 

launching into a vent without permis-
sion and trigger warnings may 

cause them further physical 
or psychological damage. 
This harm is extremely 
common when it comes 
to struggles like eating 
disorders, which can be 
fiercely competitive; 

individuals may detail 
their unhealthy coping 

mechanisms to others in 
the hopes of relieving that 

burden from themselves, only to have the recipients of that infor-
mation pick up what they left behind.

This is not to say that people should bottle up all of their emo-
tions and stop sharing with their friends; rather, communication is 
a necessary part of the process of opening up to others. When you 
ask for permission to vent to another person, you let them know 
that you care about their feelings as well as your own, and you give 
them the opportunity to choose the best option for their mental 
health. You also demonstrate that you do not see your friends as 
personal therapists so that you can build relationships with mutual 
trust. Perhaps in return for people being there for you, you can be 
there for them. In general, communication is a way to show you care.

It is also important to distinguish between venting and raising 
awareness or advocacy because humans have a basic responsibil-
ity to pay attention to what’s happening in the world around us. 
Many people do not have the privilege to ignore societal issues or 
choose whether they consent to hearing about them or not, com-
monly because said issues apply to them personally. If you have 
that privilege, it is imperative that you recognize that imbalance 
of power and face the issue with whatever you can. However, if you 
find yourself in a position where you or someone you know wants to 
vent personal issues on school, mental health, family life, or more, 
remember to put an emphasis on consent.

Alter language expectations Make brands unique again
by Alia Arafeh
Opinion Editor

    Learning a language 
is a great opportunity 
to expand your skill set, 
become more hirable, 
and better understand 
different cultures. It is a 
privilege that our school 
offers different language 

classes. However, as an AP French student who 
is not particularly confident in the language, I 
understand the struggles of trying to learn a new 
language while simultaneously balancing four or 
five other classes. Mentally switching from English 
to French every time I step 
into class is draining and 
oftentimes impossible.
    Though some stu-
dents feel they 
are not smart 
enough to pick 
up a new language, 
the reality is that 
human brains are no 
longer in the critical period 
to learn a language after 
the age of seven. Due to the 
difficulty of learning a new language in 
high school and the stress students feel in for-
eign language classes, schools should incorporate 
language into the curriculum earlier, and schools 
should work towards lowering the high expectation 
for students to achieve fluency in high school.

On a neurological level, our brains process 
language differently after the age of seven. Not 
only does this make learning a new language 
more difficult, but the effectiveness of studying a 
language decreases. Sounds are more difficult to 
pronounce, fluency is nearly impossible to achieve, 
and the difficulty of these tasks frustrates students. 
Therefore, teachers should introduce language as 
early as preschool and build upon it in kindergar-
ten and elementary school. Even if students stop 
practicing a language, they still have some basis 

to build upon. Plus, hearing certain sounds in dif-
ferent languages as a young child is essential for 
pronunciation skills later on, and younger kids are 
frequently more willing to learn. 

Learning another language on top of many 
other academic courses is very difficult. This 
manifests frustration and lower self-confidence in 
students when they are unable to pick up on words 
and sentences. For some, language class becomes 
anxiety-inducing. People blame themselves and 
their own stupidity for not being fluent, but, in 
reality, their incapability is both psychological and 
neurological. Also, people are not going to prop-
erly retain a language they learn later on in life. 
Students resort to Google Translate and memoriza-

tion rather than actually studying. Frus-
tration is completely valid, and 

students don’t realize this. 
They equate their intelli-

gence with their ability to 
learn a new language,  

which is not accurate  
and unfair.

The language AP 
tests are incredibly 
difficult. Four hours 
total, these tests 
include a speaking 
portion, a writing 

portion, and a multiple choice por-
tion — tasks that are difficult for 

some, even in their native language. Also, many stu-
dents who are in AP or higher level language classes 
are already fluent or speak the language at home. 
This can overwhelm those who do not share the  
same advantage.

The expectation for students to fully learn 
a language in high school is unjustified and 
extreme. Not only is it unnatural for our brains, it 
is frustrating for students and ultimately unhelp-
ful. Introducing languages when children are very 
young could help prevent this. If anything, teachers 
should make it clear to students truly how difficult 
it is to learn a new language and set adequate 
expectations based on this.
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    You got the Hype House costume! 
Wow, this shows you are truly here to 
give the bare minimum. I am positive 
you’ve already worn this outfi t before, 
because it’s literally a white T-shirt and 
blue jeans. If you do not already have 
these items in your closet, that’s actu-
ally more concerning than landing on this 
costume. The originality of this costume 
and amount of diversity in the actual 
hype house are about the same: none. 
On another note, if you have friends this 
is the ideal costume for you!  
  - Alex Evans, Opinion Editor

   

     

    In the words of the magnifi cent Eleanor Shell-
strop, “ya basic.” Your last-minute costume is 
an angel or devil! This essentially means you 
think Doritos are spicy and eat unseasoned 
chicken for dinner. Grab a red or white T-shirt 
as plain as your personality and throw on a 
pair of black Lululemon shorts. Maybe pick up 
a Starbucks Pumpkin Spice Latte while you’re 
out. You can head over to a costume store for 
some of those fi shnet leggings you wear on 
spirit days. Finally, get a halo or devil horns to 
complete your absolutely incredible, showstop-
ping, never seen before, super exciting look! 
You will match with all of the other girls at 
every party you go to, but at least no one will 
notice you! Please take more risks, be daring!
  - Lucy Sells, Media Production Editor

    I’m not sure how your choices led 
you here, but you defi nitely messed 
up somewhere along the line. A toilet 
paper mummy costume is the lowest of 
low tier costumes. Do you really want 
to dress up as the walking embodi-
ment of a toilet? Not only did you put 
no effort into your last-minute cos-
tume, it barely counts as dressing up. 
The toilet paper will fall off of you all 
day; if it gets wet, you’ll be covered in 
damp tissue; and it’s not even an accu-
rate representation of a mummy —
you look more like a porta-potty gone 
wrong. You could’ve at least gone to 
CVS and bought compression wrap, but 
you went with the worst choice. Sorry, 
you offi cially lose at Halloween, and 
you lose at this fl ow chart. Do better. 
  - Alia Arafeh, Opinion Editor

Take this flow chart to find out!Take this flow chart to find out!

Do you like Do you like 
halloween?halloween?

Have you ever beenHave you ever been
a cat or a ghost a cat or a ghost 
for halloween?for halloween?

Pick A halloweenPick A halloween
song:song:

How do you 
sleep after horror sleep after horror 

movies?movies?

In your opinion, areIn your opinion, are
black cats bad luck?black cats bad luck?

ANGEL/DEVIL
PAPER ToWEL MUMMY

HYPE HoUSE 

pick a pick a 
halloween candy:halloween candy:halloween candy:halloween candy:halloween candy:

no

I dont know

never!yes... monster mash Spooky scary
skeletons

No, all cats are 
gray

yes, they’re 
cursed 

    I’m not sure how your choices led ANGEL/DEVIL
PAPER ToWEL MUMMY

like a baby

How do you How do you 

ANGEL/DEVILANGEL/DEVIL

Which last-minute Halloween costume are you?Which last-minute Halloween costume are you?
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    Nice work! Your choices led you to the most 
mediocre costume. But it’s okay! It’s not all 
bad though! Loofahs are cool! You can get 
a plain T-shirt, wrap it in tulle, put a straw 
on your head, and you’re set to go. This is 
defi nitely not the best last-minute costume, 
but it will get the job done. It’s not the worst 
either, it’s defi nitely... creative. You stop 
people in their tracks with your very unique 
costume, so major bonus points for that one. 
I can guarantee no one will be wearing your 
same outfi t, because your costume is just 
too original. This tulle-wrapped T-shirt with 
white straw on your head will wow the crowd. 
If you have enough crafty items in your house 
to make this costume, kudos to you, but 
maybe next year plan a little sooner so you 
don’t end up as a bath tool for Halloween.
  - Emily Duvall, Humor Editor

    Congratulations! You won this fl ow 
chart. One might say that, subjec-
tively, there are no winners or losers 
in a fl ow chart. Buuuuuttt you won. A 
costume that is unapologetically stolen 
from Emma Chamberlain can never go 
wrong. All you need? A pair of boxers, 
a tank top, and a red cape. Stylish as 
ever. No matter what Edna from The 
Incredibles says, I love capes. Capes are 
so stupendous and admirers will notice 
you the second you step into a room. 
You can do no wrong with this costume 
and it’s ridiculously easy to fi gure out 
at the last minute. Undoubtedly, this 
is the best costume on the list, and I 
can’t wait to see all the bright red capes 
fl ying down the street on the 31st. 
  - Lucy Holland, Editor-in-Chief

    Society bows down to you. You are among 
the few remaining specimens of a rare col-
lective within the human race: the people 
who can pull off a genuinely funny last 
minute costume. The choices you’ve made, 
however bizarre they may be, lead you to 
a costume that will make you the talk of 
the party. Your ability to fi nd or create the 
accessories for a Guy Fieri costume at the 
last minute means that you’re a master pro-
crastinator who somehow manages to com-
plete everything on time and go beyond 
what’s asked of you. Dressed in a fl aming 
button up, board shorts, biker sunglasses, 
a ‘real’ nice watch, spiky rocker bracelets, 
and your commitment to bleach and spike 
your hair, because the Guy Fieri wig from 
Amazon won’t ship on time, truly makes 
you the best of what our world has to offer. 
You defi nitely understood the assignment.
  - Jenna Roselli, Public Relations Manager

Take this flow chart to find out!Take this flow chart to find out!

Weapon of choice in Weapon of choice in 
Zombie apocalypse?Zombie apocalypse?

Would you rather Would you rather 
Trick-or-treat or goTrick-or-treat or go

to a party?to a party?

Do you like Do you like 
halloween?halloween?

Which Jack-o-lantern
design is better?

How do you 
sleep after horror sleep after horror 

movies?movies?

Choose a halloween
baked good:

HYPE HoUSE 

LooFAH CAPTAIN UNDERPANTS
GUY FIERI

A copy of 
El Gato

a bow and
arrow

YeS trick-or-treatParty!!

Choose a halloweenChoose a halloween
baked good:baked good:

i dont

How do you How do you 

Choose a halloweenChoose a halloween
baked good:baked good:

Which last-minute Halloween costume are you?Which last-minute Halloween costume are you?
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Scavenger hunt!  Look out for three ghosts,  Scavenger hunt!  Look out for three ghosts,  
one witch hat, and one pumpkin on the remain-one witch hat, and one pumpkin on the remain-
ing pages of this paper, not including this page. ing pages of this paper, not including this page. 
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Hazel Gerson releases another hit song, Worth the Fight

Gomez describes the tropes hidden in nearly all horror movies

By Sonali Muthukrishnan
Editor-in-Chief

LGHS senior Hazel Gerson released her new song Worth the Fight 
on Friday, Sept. 17, and it is available for listening on most streaming 
music platforms. Sharing her excitement for this song’s debut, Gerson 
stated, “I really hope this song inspires you or makes you feel good...
This is my favorite song of mine to date...I am so beyond grateful to 
be able to share my music with the world.”

Gerson first got the idea for Worth the Fight when she heard an 
upbeat tune on the radio. The song “inspired me to write a [piece] 
with a strong message but a fun groove.” She wrote Worth the Fight to 
be a song that “everyone could relate to and feel on some level.” The 
song is similar to what Gerson loves to listen to in her free time, songs 
that have “an addicting melody with heartbreak elements in [their 
lyrics].” She named Alaina Castillo, Gracie Abrams, Lennon Stella, and 
Julia Michaels as artists she draws inspiration from. 

Gerson mentioned that her musical upbringing also largely 
impacted her songwriting. Her mother, a vocal coach, and her father, 
a record label owner, encouraged her to get into the music industry 
and follow her passion. She first wrote a song titled Purple and Pink 

at just seven years old, and she started singing even earlier. Gerson 
stated, “[singing] has always been the most important thing to me.” 
Reflecting on the process of creating her newest single, Gerson shared, 
“my mind is a very musically creative place. I unconsciously piece 
melodies together.” Worth the Fight took Gerson about a month to 
write; she finished the song in April of 2021. 

Gerson’s favorite lyric from Worth the Fight comes 
from the second half of the first verse: “Kind of funny 
thing about chances/Supposed to take the blame and 
change the ways that you’re acting/You always be 
taking them for granted/About time that I realized I’ve 
been way too generous.” Gerson loves this lyric because 
it portrays the message that “there’s no reason to give 
up who you are for someone else because the right 
person will love these parts of you...It’s saying don’t 
waste your time on people who simply don’t deserve 
it.” While Gerson writes most of her songs on the piano, 
she steered away from that technique for Worth the Fight, opting for 
a digital rhythm instead. As a young singer-songwriter, Gerson wanted 
to explore a new type of artistry and style with this single.

The young artist plans to pursue singing as a future career, or 
perhaps on the side. Gerson’s interests lie in the music business, music 
industry, and performing and creating as an artist. 

In May 2020, Gerson released her debut song Nervous and on Apr. 
23, she shared another song: scars on my heart. She revealed that 

“It’s important to me to keep exploring what 
makes me happiest to sing and write. I’ve loved 
being able to write songs of all different genres 
mostly in [the] pop category...releasing songs 
has changed my whole world of music. It makes 
me feel...grateful to be able to share my music 
with the world and receive so much support. It 
means the world to me to have people listen to 
my music and express excitement about what I’m 
passionate about.”

Gerson shared her love for Worth the Fight, 
stating, “Worth the Fight is really special to me... 

It’s catchy, confident with sass...I express myself in my writing and 
you can hear that this song is so close to my heart.” She hopes that 
you will take a moment to listen to her newest single. 

by Maya Gomez
Sports Editor

It’s that time of year again people. Grab a blanket, turn on your 
TV, and find a buddy because it’s movie time. Why is it that horror 
films do so well across the globe? I think that I’ve found the answer to 
such a question. Despite the frequent presence of ghosts, demons, and 
any other paranormal activities in horror movies, directors, producers, 
screen writers, and all behind the scenes staff seem to have a common 
theme in their scripts and scenes: detailed psychological breakdowns 
deep within the script and coded into the characters.

Even when it is not made obvious, most horror movie characters 
are deeply rooted in stereotypes. A big one that comes into play is 
the trope of “final girl.” The final girl trope is present in numerous 
popular horror movies from Carrie to A Nightmare on Elm Street to 
Heathers the heroine survives the series of events and/or defeats the 
antagonist. Their storyline focuses on their purity and innocence, 
and the scriptwriter makes it evident that she is highly intelligent 
and tends to follow a separate trope seen frequently in coming-of-age 

movies known as the “manic pixie dream girl.” She is typically seen 
as both mentally and physically stronger than the other victims, male 
or female. The “final girl” is percieved as more of a 
concept than a person and is consistently featured 
in film after film.

Alongside the tropes that make up a character’s 
psyche come universal stereotypes within all char-
acters and how they connect to one other. Typically, 
we see a lot of deep-rooted maternal and paternal 
instincts surrounding each character. Women and 
mothers in horror movies are typically birth givers and 
men and fathers are providers. Children and teenagers 
take on victim or final player roles because of the need 
to protect themselves and their innocence. A widespread 
example of this is that children and young adults are often targeted 
by demonic beings attempting to tarnish their innocence, while they 
are frequently saved via exorcism or at the hands of priests and people 
involved in the church. 

These aspects of psychology not only connect to the characters, 
but are also used to connect the audience to the events within the plo-

tline. Feeling fear and stress produces hormones which 
increase your blood pressure, therefore increasing your 
heart rate. However, many people don’t realize that 
when frightened, the human brain is also affected, 
triggering an adrenaline rush within the body. A large 
part of the attraction to horror movies comes from the 

fact that they make people feel things. A large portion 
of the effect that the films have on people is due to the 

fact that we as humans crave such an adrenaline rush.
With well written scripts, advanced videography, and 

detailed psychological concepts attract more and more  
viewers every time October rolls around. So next time that 

you open Netflix, Prime Video, or any other streaming service 
to watch a horror movie, consider how the film may be affecting  
you psychologically.
(Sources: Long Island University Digital Commons, No Film School)

2021 Tony Awards bring out the finest in musical theatre 
by Marissa Hein 
Graphics Editor

New York City’s Winter Garden Theater was abuzz 
with attendees for the 74th Annual Tony Awards on 
Sept. 26, 2021. The Tonys recognize excellence in the-
atre, specifically in productions on Broadway. This year’s 
award show honored productions that opened during the 
2019-2020 season — originally meant to be distributed 
in June 2020 — and celebrated the return of live theatre. 

Leslie Odom, Jr., this year’s host, kicked off the night 
with an electrifying musical number, welcoming Broadway 
back to the stage. The two-hour broadcast included per-
formances from the nominees for Best Musical — Jagged 
Little Pill, Moulin Rouge! The Musical, and Tina: 
The Tina Turner Musical — as well as performances 
from the casts of Hairspray, Ain’t Too Proud, and 
Freestyle Love Supreme. Beanie Feldstein, Santino Fontana, 
John Legend, Josh Groban, Kristin Chenoweth, Idina Menzel, 
Ben Platt, and Jasmine Cephas Jones are just a few of the many  

celebrities from the theatre community who graced the stage with  
special performances.

A total of 15 different productions were nominated 
for an award, but just five went home as newly crowned 
Tony Award Winners: Moulin Rouge! The Musical, The 

Inheritance, Jagged Little Pill, A Christmas Carol, and A 
Soldier’s Play.

Moulin Rouge! The Musical scored the biggest win, 
going home with a total of 10 awards, including Best 
Musical, Best Scenic Design for a Musical (Derek McLane), 
Best Costume Design for a Musical (Catherine Zuber), and 
Best Choreography for a Musical (Sonya Tayeh). Aaron 
Tveit won Best Performance by an Actor in a Leading 

Role in a Musical; however, this did not come as 
a surprise since he was the only actor nominated 
in that category.

A Christmas Carol won the second largest number of 
awards, receiving five: Best Original Score (Christopher Nightin-
gale), Best Scenic Design of a Play (Rob Howell), Best Costume 

M. Hein

Gouldrup gives a rundown on Sex Education season 3
by Sarah Gouldrup 
People Editor

I’m no stranger to a good Netflix binge, especially when it 
involves a lengthy TV series that I can mindlessly watch while 
ignoring my homework. If there’s a series on Netflix, chances are 
I’ve watched it. I happened to stumble on Sex Education during 
the pandemic, when all I had was time to ignore my homework, 
and I’ve never been more thankful for my bingeing-abilities. As an 
avid fan since 2020, it came as no surprise to my friends and family 
when I immediately dropped everything to watch the entirety of 
Sex Education’s new season when it came out on Sept. 17.

The latest season features a variety of current topics that the 
show brings up in a relatable and comical way. It is clear from the 
title that the show advocates for a safe environment in schools to 
educate teenagers about safe sex.  From preaching abstinence over 
usage of condom or birth control to adjusting education to conform 
to sexist gender norms, the health classes at Moordale Secondary 
School face intense student backlash. The series not only addresses 
problematic beliefs that are taught in Sex Ed classes in real world 
schools, but it also promotes better ways to teach the subject  

in school. Despite the “taboo” topic, the show demonstrates how 
listening to student feedback can help improve an administration’s 
outlook on Sex Ed. With student body 
advocates like Otis and Maeve leading 
the protest against outrageously out-
dated course guidelines for Sex Edu-
cation, the show provides role 
models for teens who are 
hesitant to speak out. 

Sex Education is 
also an amazing show 
to watch for LGBTQ+ 
individuals as it incor-
porates a variety of 
queer characters. With 
main characters like Ola that defy gender 
norms, the show promotes a society that doesn’t place value on  
traditional gender norms. In the third season, non-binary characters 
are introduced, which is incredibly rare on television, even ones 
that advertise themselves as LGBTQ+ inclusive. It is important for 

Design of a Play (Rob Howell), Best Lighting Design of a Play 
(Hugh Vanstone), and Best Sound Design of a Play (Simon Baker).

Graciela Daniele, the three-time Tony Award winner best known 
for her work as a dancer, choreographer, and director, received the 
Special Tony Award for Lifetime Achievement in the Theatre. Other 
Special Tony Award recipients included The Broadway Advocacy 
Coalition, an organization dedicated to dismantling racism in the-
atre and storytelling; David Byrne’s American Utopia; and Freestyle 
Love Supreme, a hip-hop comedy group started by Lin-Manuel 
Miranda and Anthony Veneziale. Julie Halston received the Isabelle 
Stevenson Tony Award, which is awarded to someone in the theatre 
community who, according to the official Tony Awards website, “has 
made a substantial contribution of volunteer time and effort on 
behalf of one or more humanitarian, social service, or charitable 
organizations.” Tony Honors for Excellence in the Theatre were also 
awarded to Fred Gallo, Irene Gandy, Beverly Jenkins, and the New 
Federal Theatre, founded by Woodie King Jr. 

The full list of Tony Award nominees and winners can be found 
on the official Tony Awards website: tonyawards.com. 

teens to see themselves in modern media, especially since TV 
shows and movies are used as forms of escapism. 

I cannot stress how good this show is for kids who are 
struggling to feel confident in how they identify. It doesn’t just 
show characters who are automatically accepted by society and 

comfortable with how they present themselves; the char-
acters range from those who are advocates for 
themselves and their queerness to those who are 
still figuring out who they are, which gives Sex 
Education a diverse, accurate representation.

Overall, Sex Education’s newest season brings 
in new characters, new messages, and a new 
chance to binge. From teaching teens to use 
their voices and speak out to rejecting heter-
onormative themes, the show is a must watch 

for those who are interested in a comedic take on progressive 
education. Sex Education faces no competition when it comes to 
empowering girls and the queer community. Sex Education is a 
must watch for LGBTQ+ and equality advocates, and is important 
for adults and teens alike.

N. Chen
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Broadway reopens with new restrictions
by Marissa Hein
Graphics Editor

Theatre fanatics rejoice! After a lengthy inter-
mission of one and a half years, the bright lights 
of Broadway are finally beginning to turn back 
on. All 41 of New York City’s Broadway theaters 
closed their doors to audiences on Mar. 12, 2020, 
due to COVID-19 shelter-in-place orders. Many 
months later, theaters are ready to welcome back 
audiences and return to the industry’s standard 
eight-shows-a-week schedule. In an interview 
with CNBC Television, Broadway League President 
Charlotte St. Martin stated, “Right now, [The 
Broadway League has] 36 shows that have com-
mitted to open or reopen by the end of December. 
That’s about what was playing when we shut down 
on Mar. 12, so we are expecting a very busy and 
successful Fall.”

Pass Over made its Broadway debut on Aug. 22, 
marking the beginning of its limited nine-week 

Sullivan announces release of Montero album
by Sophie Sullivan
Editor-in-Chief

Is it a bird? Is it a plane? No, it’s Lil Nas X in 
the music video for INDUSTRY BABY, twerking in 
a neon pink jumpsuit among his fellow inmates. 
The 3:32 minute song featuring hip-hop’s favorite 
Jack Harlow now has over 421 million listens on 
Spotify, making it one of the most popular songs 
from the artist’s Sept. 17 album MONTERO.

At 41 minutes and 17 seconds, MONTERO is Lil 
Nas X’s first full album of his career, excluding his 
2019 debut EP 7. The album — named after Lil 
Nas X’s real name, Montero Lamar Hill — includes 
a number of Billboard-topping hits like THATS 
WHAT I WANT, SCOOP (feat. Doja Cat), and DOLLA 
SIGN SLIME (feat. Megan Thee Stallion). Leading 
the album is MONTERO (Call Me By Your Name) with 
over 977 million listens; the song topped Billboard’s 
charts on Apr. 16 and has maintained its first-place 
position for 25 weeks. As of Sept. 30, 11 of the 
album’s songs appear on Billboard’s Hot 100 chart, 
and the album has 1.7 billion Spotify streams.

In addition to Jack Harlow, Doja Cat, and Megan 
Thee Stallion, the 15-song album features Elton 
John on ONE OF ME and Miley Cyrus on its closing 
song AM I DREAMING.

For months, Lil Nas X pre-
ceded his album’s release with 
online infamy — most notably, 
responding to backlash over 
the openness of his sexual-
ity in MONTERO’s music video. 
Political commentator Candace 
Owens and South Dakota Gov-
ernor Kristi Noem criticized 
the video, which showcases 
a scantily clad Lil Nas X pole 
dancing into hell, for his alleged 
attempts to “destroy...youth.” 

In the weeks preceding 
the album’s release, Lil Nas X 
released pregnancy photos of 
him with an (albeit fake) baby 
bump, anticipating the Sept. 17 
“delivery” of MONTERO. The pub-
licity shoot, supposedly inspired 
by Megan Thee Stallion’s verse on  

Arafeh criticizes themes in A24 
by Alia Arafeh  
Opinion Editor

Most movie experts and social 
media film critics are currently raving 
about the independent film company 
A24. A24 boasts films with high inter-
net ratings and unique storylines, 
including LadyBird, the Florida Proj-
ect, and Moonlight, all of which won 
awards and received high praise. While 
I do believe the cinematography and 
novelty of their films is exceptional, 
much of the content the company 
covers is problematic. 

I want to specify that I do not 
hate every single A24 movie. Hon-
estly, some of the movies produced by 
the studio are also my favorite films. 
Moonlight is beautiful, Midsommar 
is thrilling, The Farewell is touching, 
and there are a multitude of A24 films 
I could list that I absolutely love. 
However, at its core, the studio often 
portrays problematic and unnecessary 
content. Most notably, I disapprove of 
their portrayal of underage children, 
as well as their way of sugar-coating major 
societal issues, lessening their  significance.

I can list examples of pedophilia, underage 
nudity, or exploitation of children in many 
A24 films. In Good Time, the main character, 
who is in his late twenties, seduces a 16 year 
old child. The actress, Taliah the Webster, was 
barely 18 at time, while her co-star, Robert 
Pattinson was around 31. Similarly, Mid90s 
included a scene where, at the time, 13 year 
old actor Sunny Suljic made out with 26 year 
old Alexa Demie. There are similar scenes in 
Ladybird, Moonlight, and other works. While 
I understand that the director’s choice to 
show these relationships in their raw and 
uncomfortable state adds to the message of 
the films, these scenes are simply unneces-
sary. A point can be made just as well with 
or without the use of child pornography, and 
including such scenes distracts from notable 
aspects of the films.

In addition, many A24 films deal with sensitive 
subjects such as drug abuse, mental illness, and 
sexuality, as well as the difficulties of growing up 
in less affluent areas. The films’ attempts to bring 
awareness to important issues often become buried 
in the equally valued goal of winning Oscars. A24 
filmmakers typically place greater emphasis on 
camera angles and color-filters than they do on actu-
ally telling a story. Such films are misinterpreted by  
social media, leading to frequent romanticization 
and a general misunderstanding that the topics 
covered exist outside of a movie screen. If a film is 
made digestible for a general audience, then it is not 
telling the full story. These topics are uncomfortable 
and they should be portrayed as such.

Though I do have many problems with the 
studio, I cannot deny that some of their films are 
beautiful and that there is a lot they succeed at. 
However, directors should begin emphasizing the 
things they do well, such as A24’s knack for coming 
of age films and showing personal progress, rather 
than focusing on shock-factor.

El Gato recommends: Fleabag, Star-Crossed, and more
The rose-colored glasses which previously inspired her Grammy-

winning album, Golden Hour, come off in Kacey Musgraves’ latest 
album Star-Crossed. Musgraves expands on her spacey and cinematic 
sound through a versatile set of sorrowful and euphoric songs. The 
album encompasses the abrupt transition from the beginning blissful 
stages of falling in love to the eventual disintegration of that same 
relationship. Although the music industry defines her artistry as 
country, Musgraves’ musical tone extends 
over various genres with specific hints 
of addictive melodies from pop to the 
sensuous grooves of R&B, making her 
music the mecca of crossed-genres. Her 
compatible style makes her suitable for 
anyone’s music taste. -Jenna Roselli, 
Public Relations Manager

With a well known cast featuring 
Deadpool star Ryan Renolds, Killing 
Eve’s Jodie Comer, and Stranger Things 
actor Joe Keery, the new movie Free Guy 
is bound to blow you away. The film, 
released in theaters on Aug. 13, 2021, 
follows video game NPC, Non-player character. Guy as he discovers 
that his seemingly routine and normal life is actually lived as a back-
ground character to a violent and popular video game called Free City. 

DOLLA SIGN SLIME, accompanied a “baby gift reg-
istry” on the album’s website, including links to 
various grassroots organizations supporting queer, 
Black, and disenfranchised groups.

MONTERO’s album cover — a Lisa Frank-style, 
Renaissance-reminiscent drawing of Lil Nas X float-
ing naked over a pink and green garden — is meant 
to “symbolize rebirth,” according to the singer. The 
released music videos keep in theme with the album 
cover’s eccentricity and gender fluidity, including 
Lil Nas X garbed in full-body gold armor and a pink 
cloak (DOLLA SIGN SLIME), a floor-length wedding 
dress and a long black wig (THATS WHAT I WANT), 
or a black and yellow futuristic tracksuit (LOST IN 
THE CITADEL).

Besides setting an artistic precedent for the 
hip-hop industry, Lil Nas X opened up in a Mar. 25 
tweet about the significance of incorporating his 
sexuality into his work as one of the first openly 
queer Black men in the hip-hop industry. The note, 
addressed to his 14-year-old self, conceded that 
“[Lil Nas X] promised to never come out publicly...
to never be ‘that’ type of gay person” but that his 
openness “will open doors for many other queer 
people to simply exist.”
(Sources: Billboard, Insider, Twitter)

run and the return of live Broadway theatre. Acclaimed 
musicals Waitress, Hadestown, Wicked, and Hamilton 
followed suit, reopening in the first weeks of September. 
Other popular productions, including Come From Away, 
The Lion King, Aladdin, and Moulin Rouge also returned 
to the stage, delighting audiences. 

Familiar titles such as Six, Jagged Little Pill, Mrs. 
Doubtfire, The Phantom of the Opera, To Kill a Mocking-
bird, and Tina: The Tina Turner Musical are all set to open 
throughout October. 

November will usher in the highly-anticipated Diana: 
The Musical, which follows the life of Princess Diana. A 
professionally filmed version of the show was released 
on Netflix on Oct. 1 for those who are unable to see it 
in person. The wildly popular Book of Mormon will also 
resume performances on Nov. 5, and the famed Christmas 
Spectacular Starring the Radio City Rockettes will return 
to Radio City Music Hall this year, after their 2020 run 
was cancelled. This limited engagement will run from Nov. 
5, 2021 to Jan. 2, 2022. 

Rounding out the year are the December opening nights for Dear 
Evan Hansen — whose movie adaptation was released in September 
— Company, Mrs. Doubtfire, and Flying Over Sunset. Also making its 
Broadway debut in December is MJ the Musical, a Michael Jackson 
jukebox musical which, according to the production’s website, will 
take “audiences inside the creative process of one of the greatest 
entertainers in history.” 

As more shows open and reopen, organizations responsible for 
creating regulations such as The Broadway League and The Actors’ 
Equity Association are making the safety of both audience members 
and Broadway companies a priority. The Broadway League announced 
that audience members will be required to show proof of full vaccina-
tion in addition to wearing a mask while inside the theater. Exceptions 
will be made for those under 12; children under 12 must produce a 
negative COVID test. The Actors’ Equity Union has also mandated 
that all Broadway companies, including performers, crew, and stage 
managers, must be fully vaccinated.

After a long wait from both audiences and workers in the perform-
ing arts, Broadway is back, better than ever and ready to entertain 
audiences once again!

A comedy surrounding Guy’s blossoming love life and 
journey of self discovery, Free Guy is a must see. Catch 
it before it leaves theaters! -Maya Gomez, Sports Editor

The comedy-drama television masterpiece Fleabag is 
an incredible showcase for creator, writer, and actress 
Phoebe Waller-Bridge. Developed from Waller-Bridge’s 

play of the same name, Fleabag travels 
through the entire emotional spectrum: 
from light-hearted, self-aware humor to 
devastating, heart-wrenching tragedy. 
The unnamed main character’s constant 
breaking of the fourth wall serves not 
only as a gag, but also as a way to 
examine her deeply ingrained feelings 
of grief and guilt, as well as an explo-
ration of love and what it means to be 
genuinely seen. Both fast-paced and 
deeply impactful, Fleabag is definitely 
not a show to be miss. -Angela Sheu, 
People Editor

On Sept. 1 of this year, Stephan 
Sanchez blessed my ears and my life with his new single 

Until I Found You. This modern take on a 60s 
love ballad is quite literally the most beauti-

ful thing I have ever heard. For me, it’s the songs’ versatility that makes it 
ascend from absolute banger to god-tier; Until I found You hits hard whether 
I scream the lyrics at the top of my lungs or listen to it crying in the fetal 
position. There is not a single line — a single note — in all two minutes 
and 57 seconds of this masterpiece that doesn’t hit deep within my soul. 
This song checks every box nessecary and will forever be my favorite. It is 
genuinely amazing, so give it a listen, I guarantee you will love it. -Brynn 
Gibson, Local News Editor
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by Maya Gomez 
Sports Editor

WARNING: This is not a drill — it is officially 
spooky season. So go on, light your pumpkin spice 
candles, turn on Hocus Pocus, and pour yourself 
a cup of tea, because you are now in it for the 
long run. With Halloween right around the corner, 
everyone is making some very difficult decisions 
regarding their costumes. There is one night a year 
where anyone can put on fake teeth, wear all black, 
smudge their lipstick, and call themselves a vampire 
without judgment. However, as someone who has 
waited approximately 275 days for this time of year 
to roll around again, I will be judging, and I will be 
judging ruthlessly.

Angel and Devil: The costume in and of itself 
really isn’t horrible — overdone, of course, but 
timeless nonetheless. If you are the devil, you were 
probably the one who suggested the costume in the 
first place and refused to settle for anything dif-
ferent. You probably play volleyball, are taking too 
many AP classes, and preach 
the dismantling of fast fashion, 
but secretly bought your entire 
wardrobe off of Shein. 

On the other hand, if you 
are going to be the angel, you 
better find a halo and some boundaries, 
because you let people walk all over you. 
You probably wanted to be a waitress or 
baseball player, but decided to do a partner 
costume with your friend out of obligation. 
You still drink vanilla bean Frappuccinos, love 
crystals, and are undoubtedly a cat person.

M & M’s: Get out. Right now, leave the “HAL-
LOWEEN SQUAD *insert ghost emoji* *insert candy 
emoji*” or I will take your phone and leave that 
group chat for you. Of all of the options someone 
could have chosen, who would voluntarily pair a 

by Brynn Gibson
News Editor

Let’s set the scene. It was 7 PM on a random 
Tuesday in August, and I was pulling up to Victo-
ria Anderson’s house to fulfill our typical Tuesday 
night plans — going on a Target run and getting 
boba — blissfully unaware of the fact my front tire 
was more deflated than the bouncy house at 
my eighth birthday party.

Upon approaching the vehicle, 
Victoria kindly informed me that 
the rim of my left tire was taking 
notes from the shawty with the 
apple bottom jeans, and had hit the 
floor. I knew it was my time to shine. 
My adrenaline was pumping. Finally, 
a mild inconvenience I could overcome 
and retell endlessly as if I had tackled a 
genuine hardship. My first taste of adversity.

Equipped with the manual to my sister’s 2019 
Mazda CX5, two and a half youtube tutorials, and a 
bit too much confidence, I was prepared to tackle 
this issue head-on. I did not spend three months 
babysitting a 4-year-old Paw Patrol addict not to 
know how to finesse my way through changing 
my tire. How hard could it be?  

 Apparently, I do not possess the same mechan-
ical gifts as the pink Paw Patrol dog. Defeated by 
the weight of the spare and the bolts that held it 
in place, we summoned Victoria’s father. 

Now, there is a lot to fear in the world: murder-
ers, wasps, the possibility that gravity will reverse, 
the list goes on. However, nothing matches 
the wrath of middle-aged British men named 
Gordon. No, I am not speaking from experiences 
with Gordon Ramsey, I am talking about Gordon 
Anderson, Victoria’s father. You don’t know real 
distress until a 50-year-old voluntary tea drinker 
shouts directions at you.

GOMEZ RATES YOUR COSTUME Gibson changes her car tire

by Lucy Holland
Editor-in-Chief

You know that feeling when you can tell someone is mad at 
you, but they don’t actually say anything that shows they’re mad 
at you, but you can totally tell that they are. Personally, I am not 
a confrontationist, so whenever I’m in this situation, I just wait for 
it to fizzle out so that I can laugh about it later. But right now? I’ve 
got beef with the Universe, and it won’t tell me why. I haven’t had 
an outright standing in the rain looking up to the sky screaming 
“WHY DOES THIS HAPPEN TO ME” moment. But, like, the Universe 
has been kinda shady lately. I’m definitely not using this article to 
complain about minor inconveniences that I want to blame on the 
Universe, and I’m offended you’d assume so. 

I’ve had this stupid dry cough since, like, June, and it’s super 
inconvenient because of the whole, you know, worldwide pandemic 
thing. So, every time I let out a gargantuan cough in the middle of 
a grocery store, I get some COLD looks. Like I’m talking steely glares 
from the old lady in the produce section and side-eyes from the 
dude with the wireframe glasses. Not kidding, this hipster wannabe 
was rocking Harry Potter glasses with the tape in the middle and 
everything. Go back to deciding which sriracha sauce would cost the 
most to impress your friends and mind ya business, Chaz. 

Okay, moving on — I literally rear-ended a Prius right before my 
water polo game last week. Honestly, I can’t even blame this one 
on the Universe. I was just being a dunce. 
Keep in mind, I drive a Jeep, so when 
big car meets little car, big car wins. 
Anyway, I hit (and even the word hit 
is generous. I tapped this lady’s Prius) 
this car in the middle of the Los Gatos 
Blvd-Highway 9 intersection AND THE 
LADY DOESN’T MOVE. She gets out of 
her car in the middle of the intersec-
tion and starts taking pictures of my car 
(which, like I said, big car meets little car, mine 
was fine), and I’m like hanging out my window telling 
her to pull over. Long story short, the cars are fine, I’m 
stupid and embarrassed, and like eight people I knew drove past 
me. Happy Monday!

All right, this one is long-standing beef. This may come as 
quite the shock to anyone who’s met me, but I’m clumsy (insert 
shocked gasps here). But, you wanna know what my issue is? Why 
did the Universe have to make me so clumsy that I literally can’t 
go more than three days without spilling something everywhere?  

by Cara Davidson
Center Editor

This past weekend, I attended the long-awaited LGHS Coronation 
(Coro? Corona nation?). A frick ton of people showed up to the incred-
ibly spacious tennis courts, and I wouldn’t be surprised if I contracted 
AT LEAST seven different diseases. Because, you know, high school kids 
really love personal space. Speaking of, whoever’s bright orange acrylic 
nail lodged into my esophagus — why? I truthfully squished with over 
a thousand people, and I inhaled much more stale breath than I would 
have liked. So, let’s cover some of the demographics of the people whom 
I encountered during this “who can jump the highest” contest. Follow 
along and choose which group YOU belong in. I’m curious. 

The jumpers: My goodness, if anyone has Megan knees, it’s the 
jumpers. The majority of the people fall into this category at some 
point because what else do people do at a dance, right? Dance? No, 
definitely not — jump. You guys were absolutely LAUNCHING your 
feet off the ground and coming down upon the earth (and me) with 
a shattering amount of force. Minus points if you wore heels or shoes 
with sharpened edges like Buford’s chariot from Phineas and Ferb, I 
lost too much ankle skin that night. 

The wet ones: Every 15 minutes, I slid across the sweatiest people 
I have ever felt in my life. Don’t get me wrong, everyone was sweaty. 
But this was disgusting. Revolting, even. I have never felt a wetter 
person in my life, and I really hope I never do again. One minute, 

Davidson describes the people you will meet at Coro 

dingy orange t-shirt with a DIY “m” put on the 
front with white electrical tape with an orange tutu 
that isn’t even the same shade as their shirt? Middle 
schoolers would. I can assure you that nearly all of 
you probably have a Pinterest board titled “M & M 
Group Costumes!” and are probably still mentally 
in the sixth grade. It shows. 

Cartoon characters-modernized/DIY: These 
costumes will never fail with the right intentions. 
Modernizations of Velma, Coraline, and Poison Ivy 
will never, ever get old. However, the best part 
is when the concept is executed with a couples’ 
costume. If I don’t see at least two couples dressed 
as Woody and Jessie from Toy Story or Sam and 
Dany from Danny Phantom, I will be extremely 
disappointed. The dressed up couples give off 
golden retriever energy and will likely drink way 
too much Redbull before going out on the 31st.

Animals: “I’m a mouse, duh.” No, girl you 
aren’t. The minimal amount of energy put into the 
costume probably goes hand in hand with the fact 

that you’re mad that summer is 
over. It’s fall! So for the love of 
God please take off the zebra 
print ears you stole from your 

seven year old brother, finish 
your Lit homework, and come 

up with something better.
Doctor: Listen, I’ve seen Grey’s Anat-

omy, and I can already tell that you 
thrive off of the drama, both on screen 

and in person. You grabbed the scrubs from 
Affordable Treasures, got home, and stared at 
yourself in the mirror with them on pretending 
you’re the star in a telenovela. You watch Private 
Practice religiously and change career aspirations 
monthly. Right now, you want to be a neurosur-
geon, and you will not go into a conversation 
without mentioning it.

 Holland blames recent inconveniences on the Universe

Ascending slowly from his front door to the 
street arrived the man, the myth, the legend. 
Six feet and one inch of pure crumpets and tea, 
Gordon came supplied with a car jack and a sig-
nificant amount of animosity towards the people 
who interrupted his relaxing evening. (I would 
like to clarify that I get along swimmingly with 

Gordon. I’ve known him for years, and 
he is quite a hoot. However, dare to 

interrupt his Lord of the Rings 
movie marathon, and it’s game 
over for you.)

Now, changing a tire is a 
tricky business. You have to 
make sure the car jack is nice 

and sturdy, because apparently 
you must tighten the lug nuts in 

a star pattern, and you also have to 
vigorously watch the tire so it doesn’t roll down 

the driveway. There were quite a few factors. 
The anxiety I felt for those 30 minutes can only 
compare to my mood whilst writing my first AP 
Euro DBQ.

Unfortunately, the sprinklers did not read 
the room. They really hit me when I was down. 
I wasn’t exactly looking to have a High School 
Musical 2 golf course scene moment, I was just 
trying to return the car in one piece to my sister. 
I left the Anderson’s that night wet, traumatized, 
and still with a lopsided car. For future reference, 
when I say I want my night to be like a movie, 
that is not what I mean. 

If I’m being honest, Victoria and I didn’t 
have to do much. Gordon really came through. 
Nevertheless, I take credit for it all. I’m the one 
who popped the tire. And I still don’t know how 
that happened. It might’ve been a nail. Maybe a 
pebble. Perhaps it was the fact I ran over the curb 
on the way there. The world may never know. 

I’m dancing, the next, I’ve entered Raging Waters. Seriously, I think 
these people should get that checked out, because production of THAT 
much sweat has got to be some sort of chemical imbalance. I hope the 
shower was good, wet one. 

The freshmen boys (5-ft and below): 
Generic freshmen boys. Lacking human 
growth hormone. Can’t get much 
better than this! These boys whipped 
(and nae naed) a little too hard, and 
screamed a little too high pitched. I 
swear I heard someone ask to “emit the 
sicko mode.” Some people are still stuck 
in 2016… miniscule sticky boys do not 
mesh well with 1,500 people. This is especially true if you’re one of 
the 1,400 people who don’t use the words: lit, banger, function, hella, 
and on-god. This vocabulary very evidently seeps into their diction, 
so I can assure you that if someone asked 
them to describe their night in three words, 
they’d respond “Lit. Crazy. Movie.” 

The good ones: I love you. I ran into 
approximately five (5) people wearing 
masks for the entirety of the night. If 
you’re one of these people, I respect you 
for sacrificing your ability to breathe for 

Last Thursday morning, I was a tad behind schedule (as per usual), 
and I decided that because I was already going to be late to Mr. 

Kroesche’s first-period Ethics class, I might as well make myself 
some coffee. I had already changed my pants once that morn-

ing because they were too short and I couldn’t find the 
right hightops to wear with them, and then I had 

to change my top because my shoes didn’t go 
with the top, yada yada yada. 

So, after much effort, I carry my over-full 
nice, steaming, double-sized mug (which 
is very convenient because it holds like 16 

ounces but is still narrow enough to fit in 
my cup holder) of coffee out to my car. I’m 

seriously so careful. Like, this isn’t a situation 
where I carelessly throw my cup, and I’m surprised it spills. I carefully 
secure that sucker in the cup holder and sit down. Then when I’m 
releasing my e-break (that doesn’t even work by the way), my hand 
hits the handle, and disaster strikes. All 16 ounces of my steaming 
coffee are now in my lap, on my seats, in the carpet, and on my shoes. 

Thank you for listening to me talk sh..horse poop about the 
Universe. TBH maybe this will be a wake-up call, Universe; you’re 
not being sly. 
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the safety of others. We need more like you, along with the girls who 
complimented my dress. To the person who looked at me when I was 
being trampled in the middle of the mosh pit and said a quick “you 
good?”  You are a good person. 

The overly excited: Thank you! For SCREAMING! IN!TO! MY! EAR! 
No way this MOSH PIT is “FREAKING EPIC AND LIT!!!!!” It’s a mosh pit. 
This category is paired with the jumpers, because most of the overly 

excited people jumped like their lives DEPENDED on it. 
My friends: I saw most of you for a total of two minutes 

each. Unless I CLUNG onto you, there was no way I stayed 
with you. Every now and again, I’d get a glimpse of you and 

scream “OH MY GOD EMILY NO WA-” and then you were gone. 
The PDA obsessed: STOP MAKING OUT WITH YOUR S/O AT A PUBLIC 

ARRANGEMENT. I can assure you that no one (NO ONE!) wants to see 
you SUCKING FACE with your partner. Please stop being disgusting. 
In the middle of a mosh pit? No.

• Gibson changes 
   her tire
• Arafeh ranks the
   LGHS bathrooms
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crossing them by sending the same events to both 
clubs. Or when each club received an invitation to 
paint the same mobile home on the same day of the 
same weekend of both of their fall rallies.

There are two secrets to winning a battle: a 
strong army and maintain-
ing morale. Thus, both sides 
of the war fight fiercely 
to recruit members — 
whether at Club Day, over 

the daily announcements, 
or in everyday conversa-
tion. As for morale, there 
is only one proven way to 
boost spirits: bribery by 
sugar. Interact brought candy 
to Club Day; then Key Club 

brought Oreos to their first 
meeting. Military historians and 

war experts predict that each club 
will soon begin providing complimentary 

gold-leaf wedding cakes for club members.
It doesn’t help how many traitors hide amongst 

the service clubs. The Interact President will go 
to spy on Key Club meetings (certainly not 

because she’s in both clubs, 
because that would be blas-

phemous) and see her 
beloved Interact mem-
bers in enemy territory! 
Sometime, the Key Club 
President finds herself 
in Interact Club meet-
ings, and finds fellow 

Key Clubbers there!
    The truth is, we — 

yes, the authors of this 
article — are the champions 

of this war. We are the presi-
dents of Key Club and Interact, 

and with the publication of this article, 
we would like to formally announce a truce. As pain-
ful as it is, we must put aside our differences and 
qualms for the greater good. We hope our impactful 
and unprecedented union can bring an end to this 
war, which has caused so much division and misery, 
and finally return LGHS (and the rest of the world) 
to its original state of peace.

to them, sendit, tbh, rate, etc. I ask the simple 
question: Why? What are you expecting people to 
ask, and can you really not find anything else to 
do when you’re bored? Also, people not snapping 
you is not an excuse to post “snap me” on your 
story. You look desperate. Anyone who wanted to 
snap you would’ve. Get friends, my guy.

Whew. Taking a 
deep breath. Even 
talking about these 
atrocities is diffi-
cult. I must move on 
to a more pleasant 
topic – specifically, 
what one can, and 
should, post on their 
public story. The most 
important thing to 
consider when post-
ing  pub l i c ly,  i s 
timing. A public story 
should host a snap 

no more than two 
times a week. It 
should be aes-
thetic, one may 
say pleasing to 
the eye —  or 
just something 
really funny. 
Something that 
anyone on your 
Snap can enjoy, 
if they know you 
or not. It should 
be unique — the 

same sunset that 
everyone else is posting is not intriguing — while 
a sunrise before everyone is up or a sunset over 
the Mediterranean Sea is. A cute picture with or 
of friends in a “we’re having fun” way is pleasing 
as well. Snapchat stories are meant to share little 
glimpses of your life. Infrequent, cute or amusing, 
and enjoyable public stories are the way to go. 
So think before you post on your public story — 
because I will judge. 
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Arafeh ranks the LGHS bathrooms
by Alia Arafeh 
Opinion Editor

If you’re not one of those insane people who just hold their 
pee in until the end of the day because they’re afraid to use 
public bathrooms, then you probably know that there is a clear 
LGHS bathroom hierarchy. People have their go-to spots, stalls 
they avoid at all costs, and prime vaping locations. Personally, 
my main areas of criticism include mirror availability, smell, stall 
locking ability, convenience, working soap dispensers, and dryers. 
So, without further ado, here is my bathroom ranking.

Some people might not count this as an actual bathroom, but 
for me, anywhere with a toilet makes the list. The toilets inside 
the girl’s locker room are the most disgusting by a long shot. 
They do have mirrors, and most of the stalls lock. Still, what 
puts them in the last spot is their lack of hygiene and privacy: 
they flood during freshman swim unit season, everyone chang-
ing out in the locker rooms can hear you pee, they smell like a 
mixture of throw-up and A Thousand Wishes perfume, and it is a 
frequent cockroach hang-out spot. For those reasons, never use 
those bathrooms. Period.

The second to worst bathrooms are underneath the library. 
They would be the worst overall, but they do earn points for 
convenience. That is literally it. They smell like cat piss, none of 

the sinks work, the dryer is so hot it burns your hands, and there is 
always a line. Not a vibe. 

The English and business wing bathrooms come in 
at number five, grouped together since they are fairly 
similar. These two bathrooms are close in quality to 
the top four on the list, but, first of 
all, they’re almost definitely haunted. 
Second, the stall doors hit each other, 
so, if you open the stall doors at 
the same time, you’ll get 
stuck. Third, images of 
other people’s excretions 
are forever burned into my 
brain, because, I guess teenag-
ers don’t know how to flush. 
And why are the stalls so 
tiny?? They definitely need 
to be redesigned.

The science wing bathrooms 
are surprisingly high on this list, 
considering they have no mirrors 
and that is one of my biggest pet 
peeves. The only appeal in using 

these bathrooms is never knowing what you’ll find. It could be nic-fiends, 
a Timothee Chalamet shrine in the large stall, or an inspirational photo of 
Tytus Burgess. Occasionally, it’s just a normal, private bathroom visit. You 
never know. I like the surprise.

We’re getting closer to the realm of bathrooms that are actually safe 
to use. Number two is the Language Wing bathrooms. They’re surprisingly 

high on this list, maybe because I really enjoy the smell of Get 
Slushed: Blue Raspberry flavored smoke at eight in the morning, or 
because I love the fact that multiple stalls have been out of order for 

weeks (not to mention the puddle of water on the floor 
that refills every day). It’s really about convenience 

and familiarity. These bathrooms are a classic. They have 
to be high on this list or I would be doing an injustice to the 

traditions of this school.Finally, we’ve reached our top choice: 
the New Tech bathrooms. They fit all the criteria, except that 

they’re inconvenient for me, but we can get past that. Working 
sinks? Filled soap dispensers? Dyson hand dryers? Unheard of 

at LGHS EXCEPT in the New Tech building. They are truly the bathrooms 
of the future. 

 Hopefully my accurate and impartial ranking will help you decide 
where to poop next time you gotta go during school! Think of me 
when you’re sitting on the (probably not clean) toilet seat, admiring 
the wonderful bathroom selection our school has provided for us. 

Hathaway critiques Snap stories
by Dana Hathaway
Sports Editor 

Snapchat public stories (stories visible to 
all you have added) are either are really cool 
or make me die inside. I am terrified of posting 
that story that someone looks at and cringes. It 
lies somewhere between having my fly down and 
being publicly broken up with in terms of how 
embarrassed I’d be to make someone cringe at 
my private — that is to say, 
very embarrassed. Over the 
past year and a half that 
I’ve had Snapchat, I have 
carefully pondered posting 
on my public story. So, after 
many astute observations, 
maybe I will start posting 
— and maybe you should 
too. However; first, I must 
lay down some ground rules 
about your main story. I’m 
just hoping some specific 
kids at LGHS don’t read the 
newspaper, because I am pas-
sionate about people and 
their main Snapchat stories 
(and they probably noticed their 
story being screenshotted). So, here is my 
list of ground rules about what you should 
and should not post on Snapchat.

First up — TikToks. The app exists, and 
I personally love it. However, no one cares 
for a TikTok stating “Every day I’m in school, 
someone is getting better than me at video 
games” or a sad song with the text “old 
me just cared a lot. now I don’t anymore” 
over it ON YOUR MAIN. By the way, these 
examples stem directly from my peers’ main 
Snap stories. It’s concerning, really. I am all 
for posting TikToks on your private story. That 
said, I WILL unadd you if I see a new “I wish he 
loved me” TikTok every day. While we’re on the 
topic, if you constantly talk about how sad or 
heartbroken you are when it is not for mental 
health awareness, it makes me cringe inside. 
Babe, we would’ve cared if you reached out to us 
individually. Not on your public story. Also worth 
mentioning are YOLOs, and anything else similar 

Sheu and Chan settle club rivalry
by Angela Sheu and Jordan Chan
People Editor and Editorial Editor

 Every year, a rift cleaves high school cam-
puses across the country, as students wage a 
never-ending war against one another. 
Friendships are compromised, intel-
lectual property is stolen, and 
lives are lost (not really). 
The two sides of this war, 
one might ask? Key Club 
and Interact.

With the first 
semester of in-person 
school in full swing, 
LGHS students may be 
interested in joining 
some clubs. Many have 
probably noticed Key 
Club and Interact Club, two 
eerily similar organizations. 
They share goals, service opportunities, 
and even branding, which definitely never 
caused the president of Key Club to send the 
Interact group chat link to her board and 
definitely never caused anyone any con-
fusion whatsoever. Key Club and 
Interact even share 
club colors: blue 
and gold. While the 
two clubs may seem 
indistinguishable to 
the untrained eye, we 
are here to set the 
record straight.

 Well, admittedly, 
the clubs really aren’t 
that different. They 
work to better the com-
munities they’re in and pass 
on invaluable knowledge to the 
members within. Besides, if you asked 
a person to pick a Key Clubber or Interactor 
out from a crowd of the enemy, they’d have no 
luck. However, this inevitably leads to violent 
conflict. Like when the club presidents talked 
to the Los Gatos Library in search of service 
opportunities only to find that the devious 
(kidding: we love her) librarian was double 

Horrible Bob Ross cutout haunts Dennon in her nightmares
by Macy Dennon
Sports Editor 
     Bob Ross is in my bedroom, always staring straight into my soul, 
scaring it straight out of my body. You must be wondering how Macy 
got to this point? How did Bob end up there? Well, it all started in 
7th grade when I got in over my head. 
     It was like any old 7th grade science class. No one knew what they 
were doing as the teacher desperately tried to wrangle our attention. 
Oh, that poor teacher. Like the typical faceless cartoon teacher, she 
spoke in a rhythm of dum-dada-dum-dum that all students would 
have a nightmare about sometime in their life. Yes, I know that you 
know that I know that you know that we know exactly what I know. 
You know. Anyway, the rhythmic teacher announces an upcoming 
project. We have to teach ourselves a skill and show our progression. 
Oh great, I know I can choose from anything because Macy Dennon’s 
one skill is that she has no skills. No joke, I don’t know how to do 
anything. I could have chosen anything, literally anything. I could 
have learned to cook mac and cheese from the box perfectly. But no. 
I decided to learn to oil paint and follow Bob Ross’s tutorials to the T. 
What a stupid mistake. But don’t worry, my friend McKenzie Powell 
is just as wise as I am. She decides to join me in my endeavors, and 
we plunge into the world of art.

     Every Thursday, she would come over to my house and we would find 
a Bob Ross tutorial to follow. The first few times, we tried our hardest to 
turn our blob-looking things into other blob-looking things. Obviously, 
our painting resembled the lush mountainside; but, you know, more like 
after a mudslide and torrential downpour, throwing a tornado in 
there, and then transferring that image onto the canvas. If you 
can imagine that, you are halfway to picturing what these 
paintings looked like. On the other hand, I was determined 
(to the point of dry tears) to get this painting to resemble 
something. I honestly didn’t care if that something was 
a ferret eating a hotdog while doing 1000 sit-ups or 
(insert unnecessary but absolutely necessary Australian 
accent here) a wild crocodile in its natural habitat. Like 
the never quitting hard worker she is, Kenzie decided to 
make the intelligent decision to splatter paint the rest 
of the project while I continued to paint Ronald McDonald 
eating a watermelon on top of a blimp in a hurricane.
     Well, to commemorate our shared experience, Kenzie got me 
a cardboard cutout of Bob Ross. Yeah, that’s right. The moral of the 
story is that my painting looked like dog water, and Kenzie’s kind of 
looked cool — that little ragamuffin.
     I am not going to lie, the cardboard cut out will be my death by 

heart attack. Lil ol Bobby still haunts me at night whenever I go to get 
a glass of water. Like a normal human being, I run away from the evil 
beings chasing me from the kitchen as soon as I turn off the lights. 
But in my case, after successfully making it into my room, the horror 

doesn’t end because Bob decides to jump 
and scare me from the back of my door. 
Sometimes he is so goofy that he even 
falls on me to add that extra sense of, “I’M 
UNDER ATTACK, NINJA MODE ACTIVATED.” 
I strategically placed him behind my door 
so that anyone who enters my room will 
feel just a fraction of the terror I feel on 
the daily. Honestly, that is what I love 
the most about him. Seeing people scream 
really makes up for all of the torment I 

have been through. But it is not funny when 
he does it to me… just saying, cardboard Bob, if 

you are reading this.  
So yes, I do have Bob Ross in my bedroom. And yes, he 

does win all of our staring contests, but honestly, I think 
he is cheating somehow. I just know the happy little face will always 
haunt me, that is until my mother decides she has had enough seizures. 

graphics N. Chen



Lasso wins National Championships with LG Rowing Club

by Angela Sheu
People Editor

Skilled in programming, robotics, research, photography, 
and more, senior Pranav Tadepalli showcases expertise in 
every field he pursues.

Tadepalli first began programming in sixth grade by exper-
imenting with small Python projects. He continues to enjoy 
programming, explaining, “I like being able to put something 
abstract and see it produce a real word effect.”

As the LGHS Robotics Team’s Programming Director, he 
focuses on teaching students Java. Simultaneously, he works 
with the team’s Programming Leads to teach team members 
how to program robots’ subsystems, such as “the drivetrain, 
or maybe an elevator or shooter.” One of his favorite robotics 

While confined at home during the pandemic, Tadepalli dis-
covered his dad’s DSLR camera, and with his newfound free time 
undertook wildlife photography in his backyard and at local parks 
and trails. He continues photography as a hobby and has entered 

his photos into some competitions. He worked with senior 
Nirav Shankar to create trail signs at the nearby 

Worcester Park, which now feature his work to 
showcase local wildlife.

In September, the National Merit Scholarship 
recognized Tadepalli as a semifinalist, a title 
awarded to only 11 LGHS students and less 
than one percent of all high school seniors. An 
excellent and disciplined student, he is taking 
several AP classes this year and plans to take 

Linear Algebra outside of LGHS next semester.
Over the past two summers, Tadepalli partic-

ipated in research alongside UC Santa Cruz faculty 
and PhD students. His first project, which is still ongoing, 

involves using machine learning to classify information about sea 
urchin diet and behavior. His second project used the Hubble Space 
Telescope to identify new stars.

After high school, Tadepalli hopes “to go to a good college with 
a lot of research opportunities.” He added, “after that, I’m not sure, 
we’ll just see where life takes me.”

by Elena Rexach
Public Relations Manager

LGHS sophomore Genevieve Suorsa is definitely 
going to be a notable figure. With a genuine and 
charming personality, she works hard and inspires 
others in the fields she pursues, including sustain-
ability and art. This sophomore is sure to make you 
smile as she explains her biggest interests with 
contagious enthusiasm.

Suorsa’s biggest passion is sustainability and 
protecting the Earth. In January of 2020, she began 
learning of the harmful nature of clothing produc-
tion and made a resolution never to buy clothing 
that was unsustainably made or not second-
hand. Remarkably, Suorsa has stuck to her 
goal, finding the transition surprisingly 
easy, with only a few hiccups along 
the road. “It’s easy to be motivated 
not to do something if you know how 
powerful it is. Now, I don’t even have 
to think about it,” she said. 

For those wanting to become more 
sustainable, she recommends educat-
ing yourself first and looking at the 
values of the brands from which you buy. 
She acknowledged that it can be hard; having 
experienced some emotional turmoil upon educat-
ing herself for the first time, she shared how her 
realizations  “actually used to kind of haunt [her] a 
little bit.” Suorsa empathized with those joining the 
cause, saying, “Understanding the harm of every-
thing you’re doing...that can be kind of emotionally 
draining.”  She maintained that the ultimate cure 
for this despair is to take action: making a change, 
researching more, spreading the message. 

 Suorsa’s favorite places to shop are Lucy and 
Yak, as well as thrift stores. Her favorite garment, 
though, is a pair of overalls she received for her 
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• Tadepalli teaches 
   robotics students
• Feldman co-stars 
   in short film   

birthday, which had been passed down through her 
grandfather and aunt. “It’s one garment that has 
been made once, and now it’s made three people 
happy,” she remarked. “I think that’s just the best 
thing ever.” Her grandmother often inspires her, 
as she often reuses things she has had for several 
decades, a lesson of recycling Suorsa continues in her 
own life. The innovator also manufactures her own 
rings and earrings out of various objects, weaving 
her creativity into them.

In addition to her efforts in sustainability, Suorsa 
began her art journey at the age of six. When her 

sister began lessons at local art studio Lord of 
the Light, Suorsa was eager to join the 

program. She continued lessons there 
until quarantine hit. Fortunately, 
she was able to apply what she 
had learned and continue her 
passion. “I started doing it on 
my own. I’m a very creative 
person and that’s kind of my 
outlet.” Suorsa has found liber-

ation in making art that “doesn’t 
have to cater to other people,” 

and focuses on images based on 
her nightmares, dreams, and generally 

“funky” ideas. “When I started not catering to other 
people,” she says, “people started really liking my 
art, because they could see the love and inspiration 
in it. I think that really speaks to people more than 
technique.” While she does not plan on pursuing an 
artistic career, she hopes she can work some of her 
creative passion into her job. 

Whether she is painting an expressive image, lis-
tening to a podcast, or skating up in San Francisco, 
Suorsa brings a meaningful attitude to everything. 
She is surely going to bring great positive change, 
both now and in the years to come. 

by Maya Gomez
Sports Editor

When she isn’t spending time with her sister 
and mom, playing with her two cats Clementine 
(AKA Karen) and Sugar, or taking care of her 
two frogs Boba and Mochi, selfless senior Calyx 
King can be found preaching body positivity on 
her personal Instagram page and speaking up 
about her experiences as a member of both the 
#MeToo movement and the LGBTQ+ community. 

journey has been kind of tumultuous. Putting a 
label on myself has been something that I kind of 
really wanted to do in order to find a specific place 
within the [LGBTQ+] community.” She elaborated, 
“I jumped around from using various labels, but 
throughout the years I’ve kind of just realized that 
there’s not really a certain label that fits my identity, 
so I consider myself to be a queer woman.” With 
a close-knit support system, King has always felt 
comfortable being open with who she is, as both her 
mom and sister are a part of the LGBTQ+ community. 

With the open-heartedness that is widespread 
within her family, King developed the courage to 
share her Me Too story. “I am a survivor myself,” 
she revealed, “and I had finally started seeing the 
way that Los Gatos was handling rape culture and 
sexual assault.” Having had a developed body at a 
very young age, King looked back to find that she 
had been highly sexualized by her peers, as well 
as older individuals. “I was treated differently. 
Someone who was smaller than me would wear a 
crop top and it would be cute. However, when I 
and other women who are built differently wore 
the same shirt, we were called sluts.” Soon there-
after, King became involved in protesting the prom 
dress code. “So I started a petition, I got a lot of 
signatures — I submitted emails to the administra-
tion until something was done. They changed the 
dress code on paper, but nothing really changed.” 
King added, “they made it very vague, pretty much 
putting it up to employees’ discretion. Basically, 
anyone could pretty much deem anything as inap-
propriate. It was frustrating.”

Strong-willed, determined, and passionate 
don’t begin to describe activist Calyx King. Filled 
with compassion and valor, this senior is bound to 
make an impact on those around her, wherever her 
interests may lead her. 

projects is from the team’s small group Hackathon last semester. Even 
while separated by the pandemic, Tadepalli’s group made a robot that 
“went around a room and would use a sensor to squirt [hand sanitizer] 
when someone puts their hand above it.” Tadepalli enjoys both the 
robotics team’s close community and the opportunities it 
presents; through robotics, he has learned “a ton of stuff, 
like programming and machining, as well as branding, 
media, and communications.”

Tadepalli passes this knowledge to younger stu-
dents as he leads the Robotics Club at Fisher Middle 
School. He co-founded the club two years ago as 
a sophomore alongside other LGHS students and 
alumni. At that time, they led students in making 
robots from kits, as well as programming and driving 
them around. Tadepalli expressed, “there was nothing 
like this before at Fisher, so it was really nice to create 
this opportunity for middle school students.” The club 
continued when everything shut down during the pandemic, 
as they provided students with robots they could program from home. 
The middle schoolers participated in a mini competition from home by 
recording videos of their robots. This year, the club has returned in-per-
son, and the club leaders plan “to teach electrical and CAD [computer 
aided design], so they will be able to get a fuller experience with robotics, 
rather than just [in] programming.”

Tadepalli mentors students in programming

by Brynn Gibson and Dana Hathaway
News Editor and Sports Editor

You are traveling down Highway 17 when you see a flash of 
partially bleached blond hair racing down Lexington Reservoir. Is 
it a trick of the light? A large bird? Guy Fieri on a yacht? No! It’s 
junior Alberto Lasso in a rowboat.

An ex-soccer player turned rower due to the pandemic, Lasso 
joined Los Gatos Rowing Club last year and quickly made a name 
for himself. He excelled in single sculls (a result of social distanc-
ing measures), often placing high amongst his teammates during 
time trials.

Lasso’s platinum locks are a token of his Youth National Cham-
pionship title earned in Sarasota, FL, this past June. His quad sped 
to victory, winning the U17 straight quad title by almost 20 seconds 
and travelling 2000 meters in just six minutes and 18 seconds. 
Lasso was the last rower to be set for the boat. During the spring 
season, he explains that his coach “saw an opportunity, put me 
into the [Nationals] boat, and we started working together.” After 
the exciting win, all four rowers bleached their hair, the result of 
a binding team agreement. Anyone with concerns or complaints 
with regards to the hairstyle can take it up with his barber in 
Italy — Lasso fell asleep and was unconscious during the entire 
process, unable to make objections. 

With parents hailing from Madrid and Rome, Lasso is trilingual, speak-
ing Spanish and Italian fluently in addition to English. Lasso spent the 
summer in Europe with his parents and two brothers, visiting his large 
Italian and Spanish extended families. He uses his multinationalism to 
his advantage by taking AP Spanish, describing the college level course as 
“pretty easy.” He explains that it’s even enjoyable for him: “I’m in there 
with two of my Spanish-speaking friends…we can help the entire class.” 

While Spanish is by far his easiest course, Lasso has filled his sched-
ule this year with AP US History, AP Physics, AP Computer Science, and 
Trig/Pre-calculus Honors. An aspiring engineer, he also elected to take 
Robotics as a seventh period. Lasso explains that the class “is a lot of 
commitment, and we have to come in on weekends sometimes.” He hopes 
that his hard work will pay off and he can pursue a career in either 
chemical, aerospace, or audio engineering.

With such a busy athletic and academic schedule, it’s hard to 
believe he has any time for  additional extracurriculars. However, you’d 
surprisingly be wrong. Lasso is an avid member of the Environmental 
Outreach Club, something he’s very passionate about. The group is 
currently working on “applications to make our school a greener school, 
adding stuff like solar panels and better recycling,” according to Lasso. 

Whenever he is able to make time, Lasso enjoys playing music with 
his friends in a yet-to-be-named band. A hardcore fan of rock music, 
Lasso started playing the drums three years ago. When asked, he rated 
his drum skills, “a solid B minus.” If you have any band name ideas, 
feel free to find Lasso around campus. He is fully open to suggestions 
and is very easy to spot now that he sports a strong resemblance to 
Lewis from Meet the Robinsons. 

photos courtesy A. Lassophotos courtesy A. Lasso

Suorsa fights for Sustainability King shares her story
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As a mountain family, both King and her 
younger sister Twyla King, a current sopho-
more at LGHS, went to Loma Prieta Elementary 
School and C.T. English Middle School. King, who 
identifies as a queer woman, explained, “At C.T., 
I wasn’t really in touch with my identity until 
I left, so I likely would have just considered 
myself to be an ally at the time.” Thinking back 
to her middle school years, she recalled, “one of 
my best friends came out as gay in the seventh 
grade. And to me, it was like nothing. I mean, 
because of the queerness I had already been 
surrounded by my entire life, it wasn’t a big 
deal to me. Why would anything have changed, 
you know?”

Having grown up in a very accepting house-
hold, King found that using the umbrella 
term queer best fits her identity. “My identity 
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by Emily Duvallv and Brynn Gibson
Humor Editor and News Editor

Whether on the stage or the field, leave it to 
freshman Miller Rettig to excel at any extracurric-
ular he pursues. An overachiever in many regards, 
Rettig already boasts a busy schedule as he learns 
the ropes of Los Gatos High School, immersing 
himself in numerous activities including drama 
and football. 

Rettig described his transition from middle 
school to high school as a little bit “challenging, 
like I am being truly challenged by my classes.” 
He explained that “it’s a new feeling for me, but I 
believe I will adjust soon enough.” Freshmen this 
year missed a significant portion of their middle 
school experience due to the pandemic, so the 
transition from middle school to high school is 
definitely different for the class of 2025 compared 
to previous years. 

With an aptitude and passion for theatre, Rettig 
spends most of his free time participating in plays 
and musicals. With 11 shows under his belt, Rettig 
is truly a seasoned performer. He shared, “getting 
on stage and making the audience laugh just gives 
me such joy, and that’s why I will never stop. I 
love to do it so much, and I want to do it for the 
rest of my life.” 

Over the summer, Rettig performed in his 
favorite show to date: the Los Gatos Youth Theatre’s 
production of All Shook Up. Rettig loves the thrill 
of performing, so even though he is taking a break 
to pursue football, he intends to continue after 
the season concludes. Rettig would love to pursue 
a future in some form of performing arts or acting, 
as he explained “if not on stage then for sure on 
the screen. I love doing it so much.”

Aside from basking in the spotlight, Rettig 
began playing football this year for LGHS’s freshman 
team. He explained that “it truly is one of the best 
parts of any of [his] days.” During the summer, 
Rettig was able to participate in shows through 

PeoPle 17El Gato • Friday, October 15 2021• www.elgatonews.com

Los Gatos Theatre in addition to preparing for 
the football season for this fall. Describing what 
football’s effect on him, he said, “I love the game, 
and we have all formed a group that hangs out 
at school.”

The freshman football player and actor already 
excels in his classes. A high-achieving student, 
Rettig mentioned that he purposely did not join 
any clubs due to his busy schedule at the moment. 
He explained he particularly enjoys his Spanish 
class because “[he has] a great time in class 
[because of] videos and Kahoots. Maestro Calmels 
is also a very kind teacher who really helps out.” 

Constantly determined to make the world 
a better place, Rettig fills any room with his 
zealous and positive persona. This self-described 
“very happy guy” applies his positive outlook to 
every aspect of life. From the stage to the field, 
Rettig brings his infectious optimism everywhere 
he goes.

by Georgia Kaufman
Media Production Editor

Even as a new addition to the LGHS commu-
nity this year, freshman Ella Noy seems to have 
more wisdom than most of the seniors and staff 
on campus. 

Whether she is swimming, painting, reading 
poetry, or doing anything else that even closely 
radiates a mixture of boss mentality and Rose from 
the Titanic, you may find yourself asking, “man, 
what can’t this girl do?” The answer is nothing. 
You can typically find Noy thoroughly enjoying 
the little things in life, giving main-character 
energy as a well-respected and enlightened friend 
to all. Underneath the surface, there is so much 
substance to this young woman. 

Noy is a second generation Israeli-American 
and is still well-connected to her Israeli heritage, 
holding dual citizenship. She described that 
“being able to speak Hebrew” makes it “fun to 
see other people who are Israeli or speak Hebrew 
as well because I sort of have this automatic 
connection with them.”

Noy is an overachiever, participating in both 
honors classes offered to freshmen — Honors 
English and Honors Biology. She announced, “the 
workload is absolutely insane.” When asked about 
her plan with classes for next year, she replied, “I 
know for a fact that I want to apply for El Gato. 
I also wanted to try AP Euro [because] I’m from 
Israel...I know European history better than I 
know American history.” 

After announcing a lack of hobbies, Noy actu-
ally went on to list a wide range of them. “I feel 
like I don’t have any hobbies,” she contended. 
“I swim...I paint occasionally, I’ve been getting 
into film photography...I also enjoy writing and 
reading poetry.” When asked about her favorite  
poets, she confessed, “I’m kind of a fake poetry 
fan...I kind of just go on Pinterest and look 

at quotes…I tried Sylvia Plath, but I got two 
pages into The Bell Jar and was like ‘what is she  
talking about?’”

With a minor background in musical the-
atre, Noy noted that her love for musical theatre 
“kind of sparked [her] love for film.” She added, 
“I really want to go into the film industry [in 
order] to direct and produce because it’s a form of 
art.” Going back to connection with theatre, she 
“believes and appreciates that people need to be in  
a very fixed mindset to participate in theatre.” 
Although, she mentioned that she put a halt to 
her love for the activity because “the people [in 
theatre] are toxic, and that toxicity somehow  
overbears the love that I had for it. That’s the 
only thing that ever bothered me about theater.  
It’s fun, it’s exhilarating, and I’m a performer.” 

No written words can ever do justice for the 
absolute goddess of a human being that is Ella 
Noy. Her passion and spark for life itself is second 
to none, and the influence it has on those around 
her is incredible to witness. No matter where she 
ends up in life, that place will be extremely fortu-
nate to have her. Everyone at Los Gatos should feel  
lucky they get the opportunity to go to the  
same school as Miss Noy. Nay, breathe the same 
air as Ella.

Ivarsson defies societal gender norms through fashion
by Alia Arafeh and Kate Gruetter
Opinion Editor and Culture Editor

A full-time fashion enthusiast, a creative individual, and a high 
school student, sophomore Gunnar Ivarsson pushes the boundaries in 
makeup, gender roles, and possibilities as he navigates life and pursues 
his goals. Spending 20 dollars on ELF makeup as a child first inspired 
his artistic passion, which is something he maintains today and plans 
to pursue in the future. 

Whether doing his makeup or planning an eccentric outfit, Ivarsson 
constantly tries to “push the boundaries of what is possible,” which 
includes challenging gender norms. The outspoken artist emphasizes 

by Sarah Gouldrup and Michaela Thimot
People Editor and Culture Editor

When she’s not rowing at the reservoir 
six days a week or flying back and forth 
to LA for auditions, junior Hannah 
Feldman can be found rewatching 
High School Musical for the hun-
dredth time with her little sister 
Ava Feldman. An avid Disney fan, 
Feldman always makes the time for 
a movie binge in between her various 
extracurriculars and school work. With 
a courseload filled to the brim with AP 
classes, she is no stranger to a busy sched-
ule. However, Feldman doesn’t shy away from 
the hard work that comes with pursuing multiple 
passions, and she excels at every one of her activities.

Feldman first tried out rowing in freshman year after her friends 
told her she would make the perfect coxswain, and she quickly 
developed a love for both the sport and her team. As a coxswain, 
Feldman evaluates her boat’s stroke rate and yells off the number 
to crew members as they row the boat. Feldman commented that 
a good coxswain must have the ability to both be mean and “be 
able to connect with your boat and understand what is required 
for certain people, because everyone needs different things from 

a coxswain.” One of her favorite parts about rowing is 
regattas because she not only gets to compete doing 

the sport she loves, but the races also allow for 
a lot of team bonding.  

Alongside her rowing endeavors, Feldman 
has been acting for a number of years; she 
joined her local musical theater produc-
tion in third grade. After performing in 
numerous musicals and plays, she took 
on film acting in sixth grade. When she 
started film acting classes and traveling to 
LA for auditions, she decided to part ways 

with musical theater since “they are two 
very, very different things. Learning to switch 

was challenging, but it’s fun once you get the 
hang of it and I had a really good teacher.” Feldman 

grew up watching actors on TV wishing she could be like 
them, so the transition from theater to film was something she 
happily took on. 

Despite the difficult journey to make her way into the indus-
try, Feldman landed a career-starting role during her sophomore 
year when she met current senior Emerson Morley in her biology 
class. The two became friends and despite losing contact at the 
end of the year, Morley reached out to Feldman when she needed 
another person to act in her film The Valley. After a lengthy 

audition process with the directors and producers, Feldman landed the 
role and began the filming process. Following the short film’s success, 
the two actresses received the opportunity to adapt it into a feature 
film. Feldman excitedly explained that the feature film is “a huge 
opportunity and a really...fun experience because while the short film 
was filmed over like a period of three to four days, a feature film is 
going to take a very long time.” Though there isn’t a set release date, 
make sure to stay tuned for the film to hit Los Gatos. 

Whether it’s rowing down the Boston Channel during a regatta 
or stepping out onto a Hollywood red carpet, Feldman goes above 
and beyond in every aspect of her life, and there is no question that 
Hannah Feldman has fame in her future.

Lights! Camera! Action! Feldman shines on - and off-screen
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Noy uncovers a variety of passionsRettig embraces the spotlight

photos courtesy G.Ivarssonphotos courtesy G.Ivarsson

breaking gender roles, explaining that he thinks gender fluidity “can 
be the future with the right mindset.” Ivarsson expressed his passion 
in this area, stating that he would like to be “a role model for [those 
pushing gender] boundaries.” 

In terms of his style, Ivarsson explained that he “really [has] always 
loved having a certain style,” until recently. Instead, he’s “liked to step 
outside of [his] comfort zone and try a bunch of different things.” In 
general, Ivarsson likes to incorporate “bold colors, natural things, and 
dark, almost mysterious [designs]” into his wardrobe. Though he does 
enjoy working with common themes, Ivarsson stressed the importance 
of being open to a variety of styles. Some of his favorite inspirations 
include “Harry Styles, Cole Sprouse, and Timothée Chalamet, and 
different male figures who step outside the box.”

Although Ivarsson is busy working on new projects and keeping 
up with school, he still hopes to inspire and help others: “Something 
I’ve always loved is just inspiring other people as people have inspired 
[me].” He continued, stating that he has “always loved advocating for 
people” pursuing their own interests and passions, especially if that 
means breaking gender boundaries or roles. Currently learning more 
in the field of photography, Ivarsson emphasized his excitement to 
not only learn new things, but to be able to “help other people who 
want to do the same.” Overall, only Ivarsson’s support and kindness 
towards others can surpass his impressive fashion abilities.

In the future, Ivarsson hopes to start a skincare brand that focuses 
on being green and helping people practice self-care. He would like 
to incorporate clean, healthy, and natural components into his own 
personal brand. In addition, Ivarsson would “love to go to college for 

some type of brand or marketing,” possibly abroad in Milan or Paris. 
He added, “I would love to just really explore all of [the opportunities] 
because any one thing could work, and, maybe, [what I least expect] 
would be my favorite.” 

A passion as strong as Ivarsson’s love for makeup provides a straight 
path towards success. As he continues improving his makeup abilities 
and delves deeper into his other passions, Ivarsson’s creative mind is 
sure to grow along with his skill set. His future still lies ahead, and 
he is sure to master anything he attempts.
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• LGHS girls volleyball    
   dominates league 
• Cross country team     
   places first in meet  
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by Trent Bartlett
National/World Editor

The Los Gatos High School girls’ volleyball team may have been down 
one of their star hitters to start the season, but that hasn’t stopped 
them from dominating the court. With the season reaching its midway 
point, the team remains undefeated in their league matches. With an 
amazing 13-4 record including out of league matches included, the 
Wildcats are sure to put up a fight.

A 6-0 record puts the Wildcats atop their league, thanks to the 
amazing coaching of Brynja Thompson and leadership from captains, 

Hannah Slover, Natalie Anthony, and Emily Gouldrup. As the 
team continues to grow and strive for a Central Coast Section 
(CCS) championship, they keep beating tough opponents. From 
the rival Palo Alto High School to the strong Monta Vista team, 
Wildcats get it done. 

Los Gatos students have shown up to the team’s home games 
in big numbers. Due to COVID-19 mask mandates still in place 
the crowds, and team, are required to wear masks, but that 
doesn’t stop the noise from reaching the court. Senior Katarina 
Bjegovic said having the crowd back is “amazing, especially for 
a rival game like Paly. The energy was contagious and got the 
whole team hyped.” 

The girls’ volleyball team showed out in their last few home 
games, winning all of the best of five matches. The closest match 
the Wildcats have had thus far was versus Monta Vista High School 
which saw the game go to five sets, with the Wildcats coming 
out with the win scored, 23-25, 25-11, 25-22, 25-27, and 15-06. 

When LG played rival Palo Alto High School, the Wildcats swept 
the Vikings in three straight sets, 25-17, 25-22, 25-15, respec-
tively. Following that straight set win against Paly, Gouldrup said 
“The season has been going great so far. The team is continuing 
to get better as we battle tough matches in the league.”

While the team is thriving, senior Taylor Vales explained “the 
season is extremely fun” and that they have “a hard working 

by Cara Davidson
Center Editor

Since Sept. 7, the LGHS girls golf team has 
swung hard and dominated the competition. They 
had their first match on Sept. 15, against Monte 
Vista, where they lost a hard batte.

 Joey Tierney, a math teacher at LGHS, doubles 
as the girls’ golf instructor. His favorite experience 
this year so far has been “seeing the girls grow,” 
and he looks forward to “watching them improve 
more.” Tierney values the close knit group that 
the team has already created in their short time 
together. He highlighted that they all travel in 
a van to practice together, and even grab lunch 
sometimes — a vital bonding experience. Tierney 
gushed over the team’s bond, mentioning that 
“the comradery is bursting in this team – it’s so 
fun to watch.” 

 A common practice consists of hitting golf 
balls on the range for half of the practice, and 
then a short game where they practice chipping 
and putting. At matches against other teams, six 
players are chosen to compete, and the top five 
scores are entered to find a winner. 

Three returning players from last year consis-
tently place in the top six, including Jordan Chan, 
Kylie Chang, and Maddie Ho. Tierney explained 
that the unique factor of this year’s team is the 
abundance of freshmen. He looks forward to future 
years, because the large number of freshmen will 
mean they will be an experienced group in years 
to come. 

Olivia Li, a sophomore new to the team 
this year, explained her dedication to the LGHS 
golf team. The team practices about 20 miles 
away at the Santa Teresa golf club and they also 
have competitions against other teams twice a 
week. They used to practice at the much closer 
La Rinconada country club, but the nearby golf 
club recently told the LGHS team they couldn’t 
practice there anymore. 

USWNT adjusts post-Olympics

 San Jose Quakes struggle through MLS regular season matchups

LGHS volleyball team prepares for approaching championship

group of girls” who have been “so invested in every game to be the 
most prepared we can for CCS.” 

With challenging opponents coming up for the Wildcats, including 
Palo Alto this coming Tues, Oct. 19, and then Gunn on Thurs, Oct. 
21. While the Paly game is away, the Gunn game will take place in 
Los Gatos where the community will be strong and support the team. 

While the last league game is scheduled for Oct. 26, that game 
is away against Mountain View. The last home game of the season 
is that Oct. 21 matchup in the Helm Gym at 6:45 PM. This is also 
Senior Night, so be sure to come out, represent Los Gatos, and 
cheer them on!

So far, the Los Gatos High School girls golf team 
has played against Monta Vista, Gunn, Lynbrook, 
Saratoga, and Palo Alto and their upcoming league 
matches are against that same group of teams. Li 
adores the wonderful community on the team, 
saying “the advanced players are super nice and 
encouraging.” She and other players treasure the 
close-knit community on the team, despite golf 
being a relatively individual sport. In addition, 
she warns against the common stereotype of “golf 
being boring” because “it’s actually super fun” with 
the right team. 

 This strong and incredibly supportive sports 
team continues to persist throughout the season 
and never gives up. The tight group has created 
such an open team, and they are always looking 
for other athletes to join. Li exclaims: “join golf to 
find a community of people to play golf with, have 
a good experience and represent Los Gatos High 
School against other golf teams.”

by Emily Duvall
Humor Editor

Fresh off a bronze medal finish in the 2021 
Tokyo Olympics in Women’s Soccer, the United 
States Women’s National Team (USWNT) is now 
playing international friendlies, or games, across 
the country. After falling to Canada in the semi-
finals of the Tokyo Olympics, they arrived back in 
the US with their medal ready to continue playing. 
On Tues., Sept. 21, they dominated Paraguay with 
a score of 8-0 at a match in Cincinnati, OH. They 
also played Paraguay the prior week on Sept. 16, 
and came out with a whopping win of 9-0. 

The game on Sept. 21 yielded many great 
actions for the United States, including  21-year-
old Sophia Smith’s first career start for the national 
team. Smith, a forward, also scored her first 
international goal during the 8-0 win. The team 
began scoring early with experienced forward 
Rose Lavelle netting an easy goal in the fourth 
minute of the game. Infamous 32-year-old forward 
Alex Morgan also brought her drive to the match, 
putting away three goals — a hat trick — during 
the win. Additionally, forward Catarina Macario 
netted two goals in her first multi-goal game with 
the squad, a significant accomplishment for the 
22-year-old.

The USWNT typically undergoes roster changes 
while rotating players in and out throughout 
friendlies, but the USWNT will be changing a bit 
more than normal in the near future. The team’s 
long-time team captain and two-time World Cup 
champion, Carli Lloyd, announced her retirement 
on Aug. 16. She will continue to play in the 
remaining international friendlies this fall, as 
well as with her National Women’s Soccer League 
(NWSL) club, NJ/NY Gotham FC. Thirty-nine-year-
old Lloyd leaves behind an incredibly historical 
career as the second most capped — international 
matches played in — player in the history of soccer 
in the world, and scorer of 128 international goals.

Christen Press, a prominent forward for the 
team, has also recently announced her temporary 
break from the sport to focus on mental health and 
spiritual growth. In June, Press announced she was 
leaving her international club, Manchester United, 
in England, to sign with new NWSL club, Angel City 
FC. Press publicized her break from the game with 
a post  on her Instagram, mentioning her ten year 
career and the need to take some time off for herself. 
In addition to the loss of Press and Lloyd, players 
like Alyssa Naeher, Megan Rapinoe, Julie Ertz, and 
Samanbtha Mewis, did not compete in the friendlies 
due to injuries.

The USWNT will return to the field again on 
Thurs. Oct. 21 in Kansas City to play  against the 
South Korea National Team, a game that can be 
watched on ESPN.
(Sources: ESPN, US Soccer, CNBC)

by Senji Torrey
Public Relations Manager

With 27 games under their belt, one thing 
is eminently clear about this year’s San Jose 
Earthquakes: they are struggling. Four from the 
bottom of their bracket, San Jose is still searching 
for the victories necessary to make it past the 
regular season, victories that are seeming less 
and less attainable.

To understand a potential factor in the Quakes’ 
misfortune, it is vital to go back to the beginning 
of the season. In their season opener against 
Houston Dynamo, San Jose took their first loss by 
a score of 2-1. It seems as if the only bright spot 
of this match was Paul Marie’s peach of a goal from 
outside of the box. 

On a serious note, the Earthquakes went on to 
retain a record of 3-6-1 throughout their first 10 
games. San Jose’s 2-1 victory over currently fifth-
ranked Salt Lake City seemed to indicate an upturn 
in success for the team; but they went winless for 

11 straight matches. Ironically, this drought ended 
with a 1-0 win against the Seattle Sounders, who are 
currently number 1 in the Western Conference. The 
substandard foundation that San Jose tried to build 

off of proved to be inadequate, leading to spotty 
performances, lack of quality play, and even more 
dispersed victories.

Despite their outward appearance, the Earth-
quakes seem to be missing just a few pieces for 
success, evidenced by their nine matches that 
ended in a tie. In fact, more than half of these 
draws have been to teams in the top seven of the 
Western Conference. In other words, they have 
tied against teams that are currently in position 
to advance to the playoffs.

In many of these ties, SJ has simply been 
unable to close out games. Most significantly, in 
their matchup against second-ranked Sporting 
Kansas City, the Earthquakes were able to hold 
their opponents off until the final minutes of the 
game, when a free kick that deflected off of the 
post put the ball right in front of goal for three 
Kansas City players to tap in. This momentary 
lapse of focus seems to occur much too often for 
the Earthquakes this season, leading to unfortu-

IN THE GAME: Lloyd proudly bears the captain armband.

BATTLING IT OUT: SJ attempts to win amid a rough season.

courtesy wikimedia commonscourtesy wikimedia commons

ON THE RANGE: Sophomore Kylie Chang perfects a swing.
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Wildcat golfers swing into season

photo courtesy K. Santorophoto courtesy K. Santoro

HUDDLED UP: The Varsity team collects in between sets during a difficult game.

UP TOP: Two Wildcat players defend against a potential hit from the away team.

 courtesy Tribune News Service courtesy Tribune News Service

nate ties against teams whose records portray them 
as worthy opponents for the Quakes.

In the past month, San Jose claimed back-to-back 
victories against Austin Football Club and Los Angeles 
Football Club, before losing to the Sounders by a score 
of 3-1. In the same month, they picked up two more 
losses, and yet another tie. Though the aggregate 
results clearly don’t spell out “s-u-c-c-e-s-s,” the wins 
show that they are improving on their ability to last 
the full 90 minutes and secure victories.

The San Jose Earthquakes are improving, and 
will hopefully get back to their winning ways. The 
good news is that the majority of SJ’s remaining 
games are against teams stuck in the same position 
as they are. This means that a late season second 
wind may suffice to propel the Quakes into the Final 
Series playoffs. 

Make sure to watch San Jose take on LAFC 
tomorrow at 12:30 PM on TUDN (Spanish) or KNBR 
1050 (English).
(Sources: sjearthquakes, MLS)
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BEST OF THE BEST: Brown put up record setting numbers as a Steeler before being traded to the Raiders.

  

Cross-country team puts in the work after COVID-19
by Emmy Morley
Media Production Editor

LGHS’s cross-country team is back in action for 
the 2021-2022 school year, kicking off with summer 
training and meets early in the season.

The team started off the season at Fremont High 
School, with over forty runners from LGHS compet-
ing. Several teams competed from different schools 
including Cupertino High and Milpitas. Los Gatos 
represented with a variety of runners from different 

grades, and did not disappoint. The Varsity girls 
team snagged a first place ranking, led by Junior 
Sophie Tau and Freshman Shea Elmore with 
impressive times of 11:59 and 11:57 respectively 
in the race. The JV girls team also placed first, 
their leading runner, Freshman Janie Marie 
Vidovich clocked a run time of 15:51. 

The COVID-19 pandemic was a challenge 
for high school athletics, but the LGHS cross 
country team did not give up. Adapting their 
workouts and training to accommodate safety 
precautions, the team kept to a schedule. Senior 
Rahul Jones said, “Last year during COVID we 
had to wear masks during warmups/cooldowns 
and we had to weightlift outside. We also had 
less meets last year because it was a shortened 
season.”

 At a recent invitational, team members on 
the boys freshman/sophomore team, earned a 
4th place medal. At other recent meets, Brody 
Horowitz, Constantine Chen, Kevin Gan, and 
Cooper Codding have consistently achieved top 
rankings for freshman and sophomores at Los 
Gatos. New freshman team member Codding 

THE WANT: Runners give it their all at the end of a race.

Simone Biles prioritizes mental health over competition
by Lucy Sells
Media Production Editor

Simone Biles shocked the world on July 28, 2021, announcing her 
withdrawal from the all-around competition in the Tokyo Olympics. 
She also dropped the vault and uneven bars finals. Biles has won seven 
medals in the Olympics, many calling her the best female gymnast 
in the world. Projected to win all her events, she was expected to 
help bring the U.S gymnastics team to glory. However, in light of her 
withdrawal, many people around the globe questioned Biles’ motives, 
wondering why the best would quit. 

One reason for Biles’ withdrawal is the past sexual abuse she and 
other gymnasts experienced at the hands of Larry Nassar. Biles along 
with 160 other gymnasts were abused by the former USA Gymnastics 
team doctor for more than 20 years. On September 15, Biles testified 
for the Senate Judiciary Committee against Nassar along with some of 
her previous and current teammates. She believes the USA Gymnastics 
and the United States Olympic and Paralympic Committee failed to 
protect her as an athlete. This further explains the reasoning behind 
her dropping out of Tokyo. 

Another reason for Biles’ withdrawal was the “twisties.” A taboo 
term famous in the gymnastics world, the twisties are a loss of spatial 
awareness gymnasts face in the air. In order to complete the incredible 
moves gymnasts do, they need absolute control of their minds and 
bodies. The twisties cause a loss of control, potentially leading to seri-
ous injuries. During the Olympic team finals, Biles planned to perform 
a two-and-a-half-twisting vault, but she ended up only completing 
one and a half twists. Since she performs the most dangerous tricks in 
gymnastics, a case of the twisties is life-threatening to an athlete of 
Biles’ caliber. Different from physical injuries, the twisties are mental, 
with no healing date. Depending on their severity, the twisties could 
last anywhere from weeks to years. 

A final reason Biles dropped out was for mental health reasons, as 
being named the best gymnast comes with responsibilities. Millions 
of people set high goals for Biles, expecting her to win each event. 
In addition, during the Olympics, Biles’ aunt unexpectedly passed 
away, only adding to the pressure and stress in her life. Biles released 
a documentary on Facebook Watch called Simone vs Herself. In the 
documentary, Biles opens up about her mental health struggles, saying, 

Water polo has great success 
by Dana Hathaway
Sports Editor

Playing in front of crowds of “around 11 people,” 
according to Varsity player Connor Sullivan, had 
become the norm for members of the LGHS boys 
water polo team. So when over 50 people came to 
the pool and filled the stands to watch the team 
play Archbishop Mitty High School (AMHS), a fierce 
rivalry ended with a close and exciting result.

For the past two years, AMHS has dominated 
the games, with a 8-6 win in 2020 and a 10-8 the 
previous year. This year, the entire school built up 
anticipation for the game, and it was a point of 
pride to whichever school won the match. The game 
kept the crowd excited as the tight match ended 
10-9 — a Los Gatos victory — after senior Wildcat 
Cameron Moayed scored the winning goal a mere 
27 seconds before the final whistle. 

Overall, boys water polo is thriving. Junior 
Varsity was no cut this year and, as a result, got 
a large turnout —16 freshman and 8 sophomores. 
Goalie Eric Caplener is stuck on the sidelines this 
year due to a shoulder injury, but he offered insight 
into the JV team and the season. He mentioned that 
the “new [freshman] came in really talented” and 
spotlighted two of his teammates: Freddy Hobson 
who is “an amazing goalie” and Jacob Weber who 
“is a really strong player overall.” Although Caplener 
dislikes being out of the pool, he appreciates the 
chance to see his teammates improve, and the team 
to start winning. While the season started rough 

by Georgia Kaufman 
Media Production Editor

Sept. 6 marked the beginning of the beloved 
Los Gatos Rowing Club’s (LGRC) fall season for all of 
its athletes. Students from Los Gatos High School 
are members of the “Junior” rowing team at LGRC, 
which also includes student athletes from all over 
the Bay Area. The Junior team is broken up into 
four divisions of athletes, Novice Women, Novice 
Men, Varsity Women, and Varsity Men.

Members of the Varsity teams practice six days. 
a week, with practices ranging from two and a half 
hours to three and a half hours in length. Novice 
athletes practice five days a week. Training for all 
participants ranges anywhere from running, erging 
(rowing on land), weight training, and, of course, 
actually rowing on the water.

Athletes are looking forward to their first 
regatta in West Sacramento, CA, called Head of 
the Port. Both Varsity teams competed on Oct. 
10 after a bus ride up north. The race will serve 
as preparation for one of the most well-known 
regattas in the rowing community: the Head of 
the Charles Regatta.

OUT OF BREATH: Rowers take a break after a hard peice.

Held on the Charles River in Boston, MA, the 
Head of the Charles is a (roughly) 5000 meter race 
that allows student athletes, as well as masters 
(graduated athletes) and collegiate athletes, to 
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“Having these mental blocks in the gym recently has not been fun. It’s 
been scary, I’m getting lost in my skills...I’m so prepared that I don’t 
know if I’m overthinking. It’s getting to a point where it’s becoming 
dangerous.” Rather than practicing gymnastics, Biles is currently 
focusing on her mental health recovery. 

With the combination of the twisties, mental health issues, and 
the trials, Biles dropped out of the Olympic finals. Simone Biles told 
New York Magazine she should have quit gymnastics before the Tokyo 
Olympics instead of participating in the games. Biles has been slowly 
cracking under the pressure of gymnastics for years, finally breaking 
from the stress of the 2020 Olympics continuing another year-long due 
to the coronavirus. No one knows what the future holds for Biles, but 
her mental health should always come before her athletics. 

commented, “so far, the season has been really 
fun and challenging overall. It’s been great 
meeting people that are in different grades 
and from other schools.” Senior runner Connor 
Blum, when asked about the Boys Varsity team 
said, “our boys team is doing incredibly well 
and senior Micah Hoang has had a few amazing 
races, placing tenth at our last league meet. Our 
last meet was at Crystal Springs Cross Country 
Course on October 4.”

The cross country team prides itself on a 
positive and familial atmosphere, believing that 
peak productivity comes from hard work and 
positivity. When asked about the team environ-
ment Codding said, “The Los Gatos cross country 
team has amazing team culture. Pretty much 
everyone on the team is friends and we all get 
along very well. We encourage each other a lot 
and we help each other perform.”

Cross Country has welcomed a number of 
new runners for the 2021-2022 season. Codding 
commented on prospective cross-country run-
ners saying, “Somebody who would like to run 
cross country should recognize that the sport 
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EYE ON THE GOAL: Sophmore Connor Sullivan shoots the ball.

CACTH THEM: Los Gatos runner sprints to catch opposing team.

STARING DOWN THE JUDGES: Simone Biles prepares for possible competition.
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SPRING TO HEALTH: Simone Biles does a back hand spring at the 2021 Olympics.

LG Rowing begins fall season

LEAP OF FAITH: Players try to defend an offensive strike 

with four losses in a row, the team has pulled it 
together and the last two games have resulted 
in wins. Caplener explained that “our passing 
started improving, and we started working as a 
team more.” 

The girls Varsity team has excelled throughout 
the season. With a 7-1 league record, the team is 
certain to make the playoffs. Their single loss came 
at the hands of undefeated Castilleja High School 
when a score of 6-4 tarnished the Wildcats previ-
ously perfect record. However, the two teams are 
meeting again on Oct. 14, this time in Castilleja’s 
home pool. Julia Armstrong, the resident fresh-
man on the team, gave insight into the success 
of the team. Armstrong remarks that her team’s 
“counter attacks are really strong, and all of our 
team is fast and we can all throw really hard.” 

The team’s culture plays a part as well. Arm-
strong, the youngest player, mentions that 
“they’ve all been very supportive and made me 
feel a part of the team.” Captains Zoe Frangieh, 
Mackenzie Lindholm, and Lucy Holland also 
contribute to the positive energy, and according 
to Armstrong they “make everyone feel included 
and it’s like, if we’re off track, they’re able to get 
us back on.” Overall, the women’s Varsity team is 
set up for an amazing season — and hopefully a 
championship trophy.

FROM AFAR: Rowing team paractices at Lexington Resevoir.

perform to their greatest ability against other teams 
from around the world. Taking place the weekend 
of Oct. 21, the two-day regatta has been greatly 
anticipated by both athletes and spectators of the 
sport following an off season lasting roughly a year 
and a half due to COVID-19. As one of the most 
prestigious and selective races of the rowing season 
— through both fall and spring — the competition 
is especially tenacious, as the stakes are much higher 
than they usually are.

The Head of the Charles is also holding a remote 
racing event for those who cannot attend the event 
in Boston. Their task is to erg 4,702 meters and 
submit their scores in order to receive an overall 
placement with the rest of the remote competitors.

The Head of the Charles also allows student 
athletes to be recognized by college coaches and 
converse with interested schools. Not only does this 
event hold great interest for the younger members 
of the rowing community in regards to racing, but 
it also holds great opportunities for schools to 
recognize what type of athletes they are looking 
for. This helps lead to colleges filling these student-
athlete positions for their upcoming seasons with 
the classes of 2022 and 2023.

The race of the fall season will be live streamed 
on the Head of the Charles Regatta website. 
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is difficult. It’s fun and a great experience, but it is 
hard and you need a lot of will power and strength. I 
encourage anyone and everyone to join cross country 
as the work runners put into cross country eventu-
ally pays off, making all the hard work worth it.”

Cross Country is committed as they move further 
into the season, reinvigorated after experiencing the 
COVID-19 pandemic. One thing is for sure, no one 
possesses more eagerness than LG’s cross country 
team as they gear up to dominate this fall.
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by Georgia Kaufman
Media Production Editor

The Los Gatos JV and Varsity football teams have gone undefeated 
thus far this season, with both teams winning each of their six games. 
On Sept. 25, LG Varsity took a dub over Wilcox at the homecoming 
game, with a final score of 49-21. After suffering an injury during the 
home game on Sept. 17 against Half Moon Bay, junior quarterback/
defensive back Landon Heard scored a touchdown in the last quarter. 
Head coach Mark Krail noted that the spirit from the student section 
has been “head turning,” and “motivating” for the players. At the end 
of the first 2021 fall spirit rally, Krail mentioned that the school needed 
to expand the student section because it was overflowing with energy. 

Despite his success on the field in the homecoming match, Heard 
explained that his “favorite part of the Wilcox game was definitely the 
student section.” The athletes “all really appreciate everyone coming 
to support us and being so loud.” Heard went on to talk about his play 
during the last quarter of the game: “My most notable play this season 
was probably my pick six against Wilcox. It was the momentum shift 

by Dana Hathaway
Sports Editor

A powerhouse on and off the field, football 
player Jake Ripp is a force to be reckoned with. 
Committed to play Division 1 football at Boise State 
University next fall, this soon-to-be Bronco looks 
forward to college, but is focusing on dedicating 
his time and energy to his final year at Los Gatos. 

Born to Vision Volleyball owner Joe Ripp and 
former professional volleyball player Katy Ripp, 
this athlete was raised on a steady diet of athletics. 
Despite having two parents deep in the volleyball 
world, Ripp explained that he “didn’t really want to” 
play volleyball growing up, but he  “kind of [regrets] 
doing that because [he] thought it would be nice to 
have that skill set.” While the 6’3” Ripp may have 
had the chance to be a volleyball legacy, his choice 
to start Pop Warner recreational football in eighth 
grade changed his athletic career permanently. 

After a year of recreational football through Pop 
Warner, a youth football, cheer, and dance associ-
ation, Ripp started on the freshman football team 
his first year at Los Gatos. From there, the Varsity 
coach pulled him up and Ripp started playing on the 
Varsity team as a sophmore. This turn of events was 
unusual, but not unexpected — Ripp stated that 
“[he] was the only sophomore pulled up that year” 
as sophomores on Varsity are a rare occurrence for 
the team. The extra year at the higher level of play 
furthered Ripp’s natural talent, and set his sights 
on playing college football.

A shortened 2021 season garnered interest in 
Ripp from multiple schools, but the higher level 
college interest he sought was earned as a result of 
summer camps he attended. His work during both 
the high school and club season paid off when he 
received his first college offer from UC Davis, a 

Ripp commits to Boise State
by Emily Duvall
Humor Editor

The LGHS field hockey team played their first 
regular season match on Tues., Sept. 28, and 
took home their first win beating St. Ignatius 
6-0. Shortly after their first game, they matched 
up against St. Francis on Thurs., Sept. 30, and 
came out with another win, by a score of 2-1. 
This game put them to the test, as Saint Francis 
has been one of their largest competitors for 
many years. They have met up in CCS Champi-
onships numerous times, in addition to games in 
their regular season, but the games are always 
close. Both Los Gatos and Saint Francis scored a 
goal in each half, but in overtime LGHS scored 
one last goal to win the match.

Typically, the Varsity squad is made up of 
juniors and seniors, along with a couple of 
sophomores who are brought up from the Junior 
Varsity team. However, the head coach of the 

team, Henry Reyes, likes to move around players 
from Junior Varsity to play with the Varsity team 
to give them the opportunity to play with people 
who are more experienced.

Senior Natasha Evenden, returning captain 
and center forward of the team, recapped their 
latest matches and what their season is going 
to look like throughout the fall. As a member 
of the varsity team since her sophomore year, 
she is ready to lead the team and make her last 
season as strong as possible. Many people after 
last year’s season decided to leave the team due 
to difficulties with COVID-19, and Evenden men-
tioned that practices this season are “better than 
ever, because everyone really shows up, brings 
their all, and it’s clear that everyone wants to 
be there.” She explained the oddities of being a 
senior on the team, and now being the one help-
ing the younger players. She and the rest of the 
seniors make themselves available to assist their 
younger teammates with ball skills, game tactics, 
and hitting strategies. 

Regarding their playing strategy and how they 
are coached, Evenden elaborated on how their 
coach is not afraid to correct the players, but he 
also allows them to assist each other and organize 
themselves. Evenden said that their coach “mainly 
works on the tactical sides of the game, but as a 
team we work together to organize ourselves on 
the field.” She also talked about how he is a major 
part of how they choose to make their plays and 
how they strategize, but once they are on the field, 
they communicate to move as a unit.

The LGHS field hockey team is coming off of 
these two fresh wins with their heads held high, 
and ready to take on their next opponent once 
again, Saint Francis, on Tues., Oct. 19, at home.

LG field hockey competes

by Jenna Roselli
Public Relations Manager

With excellent air quality during Varsity football’s home game on 
Sept. 17, the Varsity dance and Varsity cheer finally experienced their 
first home game of the season. After approximately a year and a half 
without the energy of an involved student section, the encouragement 
from the excited crowds made for an invigorating first home game 
back. Senior Galina Dumov expressed, “performing at halftime was 
something that I truly missed and there couldn’t have been a better 
game to dance at, and see all of the hard work that the team put in 
be appreciated so much!”

Along with piecing together a new half-time dance to perform 
the following week, the dance team continued to work tirelessly to 
perfecting their spirit rally performance, one of the team’s favorite 
events. Choreographed and staged by seniors Bryn Grespan and Jenna 
Roselli, the rally dance spanned a little over three and a half minutes 
of choreography to artists such as Nicki Minaj, Pitbull, Lil Nas X, and 
Doja Cat and had the students on their feet. 

Behind the scenes, the team meticulously planned the corge-
ography, formations, and transitions. They cut and edited their  
own music. They practiced with extreme precision to drill the choreog-
raphy. And, they have had additional 7:00 AM practices to set the dance 
on Helm Field’s track all to ensure that the performance is perfect for 
the students. The finished product is a lively, precise, and animated 
performance that draws the crowd in to dance along with them. 

For the dancers on the team, the hard work and early morning 
practices have been worth the lost sleep to experience the supportive 
energy from their fellow students during the rally and football games. 
Sophomore Taylor Ford said, “I never expected my first one was going 
to be on the football field as a sophomore, but it was still so fun because 
the students were going crazy and everyone was having a good time.”

After an engaging few weeks of back to back home football games, in 
addition to preparing for their rally performance, the dance team can finally 
catch their breaths and enjoy the remaining games of the season. In honor 
of Breast Cancer Awareness Month, the dance and cheer teams wore their 
pink bows during the Oct. 8 Junior Varsity and Varsity football home games. 
They will continue to proudly wear pink for the remaining October games.

The teams look forward to senior night at Varsity football’s next home 
game, taking place on Oct. 28, to celebrate the graduating class of 2022 
team members. 

In addition to senior night, all the children who participate in the 
cheer team’s Youth Cheer Camp program will have the chance to cheer on 
the sidelines during the first quarter of that game. In an effort to raise 
money for the cheer program at LGHS, the team plans to hold the Youth 
Cheer Camp Oct. 23-24 starting at 10:00 AM and ending at 2:00 PM each 
day. The camp is open to anyone interested from ages five to thirteen. 
Participants will experience what it’s like to be a high school cheerleader 
as they learn cheers to prepare for their first quarter debut. The camp fee 
of 75 dollars includes lunch, a cheer-bow, and a t-shirt. Anyone’s parents 
interested in signing their kids up can fill out a registration form linked 
on cheer’s Instagram account @lghscheerteam.

MID-GAME: Ripp bolts to the endzone during football game.

Dance and cheer teams blow away students at pep rally

we needed for sure to seal the game. After the interception, when I 
got into the end zone, I almost got the chills. The environment was so 
insane. The student section and the crowd were so loud, I couldn’t hear 
anyone on the sidelines.”

On Oct. 1, both teams won their away games against Santa Clara with 
final scores of 59-0 and 35-0, respectively. The most notable players in 
the away games were sophomore quarterback/defensive back AJ Min-
yard and senior wide receiver/defensive back Yuma Raux-Moriwaki.

Sophomore Kyle Santoro has been creating “hype” videos for a 
multitude of LG sports games this year, mainly focusing on the Varsity 
football team. “It has been really fun creating these videos for my 
school. I have been getting a lot of content growth on my social media.” 
Santoro added, “Filming sports is very exciting because you don’t know 
what is going to happen in that split second...I know I am the only 
person that just captured that moment and memory for the boys. My 
main goal is to improve the content I put out and strengthen my skills 
everytime I go out for a shoot.” Santoro’s videos are available on his 
Instagram: @ksmedia.

The Oct. 8 home game was a pink out game hosted by Los Gatos 
High School’s American Cancer Society club. The club representatives 
asked each athlete to raise twenty dollars for the price of pink socks, as 
well as a donation to the American Cancer Society. The boys raised over 
four thousand dollars from donations before the game, and after the 
donations from spectators of Friday’s game, the Los Gatos community 
raised over seven thousand dollars for the American Cancer Society.

LG football has three more games left in their season, only one of 
which is at home — Oct. 28 against Mountain View — so make sure to 
help fill the stands for the last home game of the 2021 season! 

LGHS football teams dominate opponents on the field

BENCH BREAK: Varsity football players watch their teammates play from sideline.

S. TorreyS. Torrey
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Division I school. He then received offers from San 
Jose State, Sacramento State, and Cal Poly — all 
Division I. Finally, on July 28, Boise State put up an 
offer and Ripp committed a week later, confident in 
his decision. After the long summer, Ripp says that 
he’s “glad to be done with the recruiting process” 
and is “just planning to focus on high school.”

Ripp hasn’t had a full high school year since 
freshman year, and he’s planning to make the best 
of the time he has left as a senior. Currently he is 
helping lead Varsity to their 6-0 winning streak 
so far this season. In the spring, he is cautiously 
optimistic about his plans to play Varsity lacrosse 
as Ripp noted,“it’s really up to my Boise coaches 
if I play because they’re worried about injuries.” 

Ripp’s social life is also thriving during in-per-
son school. He hangs out with “all of the football 
guys, lacrosse guys, non-athletes...also soccer play-
ers” during the school day. It’s clear that Ripp will 
not be lacking in activities once his final football 
season is over.

When asked what his greatest strength was, 
Ripp thought for a moment. When he did speak, 
he mentioned his leadership. “I think I’m a good 
leader, I lead by example.” Ripp’s leadership has 
served the Wildcats community well, and will be 
carried on to his years in Idaho as the linebacker 
moves on to his next stop in his football journey.

FULL OF SPIRIT: Los Gatos’ dance team performs their spirit rally mash-up.

PERSISTENT PLAYERS: Field hockey practices after school.
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