
SportS
Page 18

• Football stopped by
   the smoke
• LGHS water polo kicks 
   off the season
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by Nathan Chen
Graphics Editor

The Los Gatos High School girls tennis teams 
are preparing to have an exceptional season. After 
winning the CIF-CCS Championship three years in 
a row from 2016 to 2018, the team hopes to bring 
back the title to LGHS this year. 

As team captain, eleventh-grader Alex Varivoda 
expertly leads the Varsity team along with senior 
Disha Chauhan, her co-captain. “We have a lot of 
freshmen,” Varivoda said, “so it’s mostly just tell-
ing everyone what to do and all the specifics.” To 
communicate, “we have a group chat,” she added, 
“letting everyone know what time everything is 
and what to do.” 

Tryouts began Monday, Aug. 16 at 4 PM on the 
school tennis courts with great enthusiasm from 
LGHS students. “Tryouts were mostly match play,” 
said Chauhan. Students’ interest in the sport was 
so astounding that “there were more people than 
the courts could fit, so the sessions were split in 
two,” added Chauhan. The accomplished athletes 
joined either the Varsity tennis team or the JV team 
after the tryouts.

The team has rigorous practices after school. 
Usually, these consist of splitting up into partners 
and playing matches, sets, or tiebreaker sets, which 
is a simple game where the first person who gets to 
10 points wins. Spanish teacher and tennis coach 
Pablo Cueto leads the hour-long practices. Two days 

by Lucy Holland
Editor-in-Chief

Since the sport’s inclusion in the Olympics in 2000, the USA wom-
en’s water polo team hasn’t failed to medal. Currently riding a three-
time Olympic Gold medal streak, this star-studded powerhouse team 
breaks records and boundaries. In the last seven years, the team won 
gold at every major international tournament, including the Olympics, 
FINA World League Super Finals, World Cup, and more. 

Coming into the delayed 2020 Tokyo Olympics as heavy gold medal 
favorites, the Red, White, and Blue did not disappoint. In their first 
game against the host country Japan, the U.S. set three Olympic 
records, scoring the most goals in a game (25), the most goals in a 
half (14), and winning by the largest margin (21). After an unchar-
acteristically slow start — with a 3-3 tie halfway through the first 
quarter — the US took control, going on an 11-0 scoring run, ending 

the half at 14-3. During this statement-making win, team captain and 
two-time Olympic MVP Maggie Steffens, and Olympic rookie Stephania 
Haralabidis each scored five of the team’s 25 points, with goalkeeper 
Ashleigh Johnson coming up with 15 saves. 

The following game against China played out in similar fashion. 
After a slow start and six to six tie at halftime, the U.S. took control 
with a decisive 12-7 win. Mackenzie Fisher racked up three goals 
and the US converted three out of four player up opportunities  
(power plays). 

In a shocking turn of events, in their third game of group play 
against Hungary, the U.S. lost their first game at the Olympics since 
2008, falling short 10-7. This was the team’s first loss in 2021 and 
just their fourth loss in any competition since 2016. Their usual 
sharp-shooting let them down, hitting the posts more than the back 
of the net, while also converting only four of their eleven power 
plays. After the loss, head coach Adam Kirkorian said, “We were a 
little rushed, a little anxious, but I’m certainly proud of the way we 
kind of just kept battling and battling and battling.” 

In the grand scheme of things, this loss was merely a sidetrack; 
the U.S. women’s water polo team continued to win each one of their 
following games by a margin of more than four, with a 14-5 win over 
Spain in the gold medal match, earning their third consecutive Olympic 
gold. After scoring three goals in the final and five in the semi-final 
over the Russian Olympic Committee, Musselman earned the title of 
tournament MVP.  Johnson recorded 11 saves on top of her 80 for the 
tournament, earning her the top goalie award. 

Wildcat tennis plunges into 2021

LGHS football team deals with a tumultuous start to their season

USA women’s water polo team dominates in 2021 Olympics 

SF controls the MLB off the bat

What allows this team to reach the level of excellence that they 
have is not just the all-star individual players on their roster, but 
their ability to work together. In the Olympic final, the 14 goals were 
spread out between nine players, with no one scoring more than three. 
This team is chock-full of Olympic veterans, and Olympic newbies 
with years of NCAA and World League experience. After the game, 
Steffens told reporters, “You could see it from every single player on 
our team. It’s about the unit that you build, the unit you create and 
that’s really where the magic lies. I’m really grateful to be a part of 
it and to have been able to show the world that magic we’ve created 
as a circle and as a unit.”
(Source: USA Water Polo)

 

his reliability with 16 home runs and 57 runs. 
Second-year Giant Kevin Gausman took the reins of 
the pitching side of the ball. Gausman is currently 
fifth among all pitchers in the MLB with a 2.52 
Earned Runs Average (ERA). In addition to this, 
Gausman is proving his confidence and composure 
under pressure, scoring an astounding 1.79 ERA 
at away games. New 2021 signing Anthony DeS-
clafani is also playing well, producing a solid 3.24 
ERA that ranks 15th amongst all MLB pitchers.

Going forward, San Francisco will be competing 
against their down-South rivals the LA Dodgers for 
the top seed in the National League. With the final 
regular season series wrapped up against the White 
and Blue with the Orange and Black winning 2-1 
in three games, fans got to see a sneak peek of 
what the playoffs may hold. 

San Francisco fans can begin to rest easy that 
the Giant’s five-year playoff drought will end, and 
if SF retains its current form throughout the post 
season, don’t be surprised to see the Orange and  
Black in the title series, once more vying for  
the trophy. 
(Sources: ESPN, MLB.com, CBS Sports, Baseball 
Reference)

HUNGRY FOR VICTORY: US defeats ROC in semi after a difficult loss to Hungary.

a week, practices include weight training. But the 
team doesn’t just work hard — the talented players 
also have true camaraderie on and off the courts. 
“We’re really close,” Varivoda said, “so practices are 
pretty fun.” Continuing, she added, “everyone’s just 
really nice and friendly.”

So far, the tennis team has not competed with 
any other teams in official league games. The team 
played a scrimmage against Monta Vista High 
School in Cupertino on Aug. 30, and although 
LGHS lost 6-2, the team continues to practice with 
high hopes.

The teams also changed divisions this year, 
switching from the Santa Clara Valley De Anza Divi-
sion to the Santa Clara Valley El Camino Division. 
The team no longer competes against Cupertino, 
Homestead, Los Altos, Monta Vista, Mountain 
View, Palo Alto, or Saratoga High School. Instead, 
Wildcats will face teams from Fremont, Gunn, 
Lynbrook, Milpitas, Santa Clara, and Wilcox High 
School. The team is excited to play against these 
new opponents without previous knowledge of 
those schools’ tennis abilities.

There will be a few home games in the upcom-
ing weeks. The JV team plays against Wilcox High 
School on Tuesday, Sept. 21. Later that same week, 
the Varsity team plays against Milpitas High School 
on Thursday, Sept. 23. Future games include a JV 
game against Fremont High School on Thursday, 
Sept. 30 and a Varsity game with Santa Clara High 
School on Tuesday, Oct. 5. Make sure to head 
down to the courts and cheer for our incredible 
tennis teams!

By Georgia Kaufman
Media Production Editor

The Los Gatos High School home football season 
began on Friday, Aug. 27, although it brought disap-
pointment to students as well as the team’s greatest 
supporters. The air quality index of Helm Field mea-
sured above 150 at 7:00 PM on Friday, registering 
as “unhealthy for sensitive groups.” School officials 
delayed the game against Oak Grove to 8:00 PM, but 
eventually had to cancel the contest. Preceding the 
news, the team had already come out of the fieldhouse 
to begin their warm-ups. Discouragement arose from 
those who came to support, as well as members of 
the Varsity team. 

Junior wide receiver and defensive back Shane 
Erbst explained how mentally defeated he and the 
team were when they found out that they would not 
be playing. Erbst expressed that the team was “  pretty 
disappointed because of all the hard work [they] put 
in for the first game of the season.” He emphasized 
they “were ready to play.” 

Prior to this news, Los Gatos’ Junior Varsity 
and Frosh football squad played against Oak Grove 
and Aptos on Friday, Aug. 27 and Thursday, Aug. 
26, respectively. The JV team finished with a 40-8 
win on Helm Field. The air quality index did not 
hit an unsafe level until the scheduled start of 
the Varsity game. Prior to this, the Frosh team 
beat Aptos by a final score of 46-0 on Thursday.  

Varsity team members were happy to hear their 
game would be postponed until the following day 
at 3:00 PM at Soquel High School. The game, now 
against Monterey Trail High School, brought Los 
Gatos their second win of the season. An away, 
pre-season scrimmage against Valley Christian 
High School on Aug. 20 left the team satisfied 
with their performance on the field. Varsity took 
home a dub during their postponed “kickoff” 
game, with a final score of 42-20. Junior offensive 
and defensive lineman Colin Dooley expressed 
his contentment with the way the team played. 
“The game was amazing — we outperformed 

them in every aspect of the game. [The team] also 
only had about four hours of mental preparation 
without practice.”

All three football teams played away games at 
Liberty on Sept. 2-3. The Varsity team, playing Sept. 
3, won with a final score of 38-17. Junior Varsity also 
won their game against Liberty, by a score of 7-0. The 
Frosh team played Thurs., Sept. 2, winning 14-10. 

On Sept. 9, the freshmen team tied Bellarmine at 
Bellarmine with a score of 14-14. On Sept. 10 the JV 
and Varsity teams played Live Oak at Live Oak, bring-
ing Los Gatos two wins: JV 35-0 and Varsity 35-7.

Dooley mentioned that he is most looking 
forward to “proving to [themselves] how good of a 
team [they] really are… and to make memories to 
look back on many years from now.”

LG plays four more home games this season: Half 
Moon Bay on Sept. 17 (USA theme), Wilcox on Sept. 
24 (Black out), Homestead on Oct. 8 (Pink out), and 
Mountain View on Oct. 28. Erbst mentioned that he 
is “most looking forward to playing Wilcox at home 

— the energy is going to be crazy and it will be a 
very entertaining game.”
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LINED UP: Varsity prepares on the sidelines for a game.

PAY ATTENTION: Coach instructs players during tryouts. 

TEAMMATES: Two teammates converse during a practice.

PITCHING GENIUS: Gausman readies for a pitch at home.

by Senji Torrey
Public Relations Manager

A professional sports team dominating their 
entire league during the course of a month or two 
is very rare. However, when a team holds domin-
ion over their league for over half a year, anyone 
can tell that there’s something truly remarkable 
taking place.

As of Sep. 15, the Giants have an impressive          
95-50 record, blowing the entirety of the MLB out 
of the ballpark and into the Bay; with the second 
best record in the MLB held by the Los Angeles 
Dodgers, with 93-53. 

These numbers have not been seen by the team 
since their glory years of the early 2010s. As Giants 
fans will recall, San Francisco attained World Series 
titles in 2010, 2012, and 2014 — an even-year 
threepeat. However, after 2014, the Giants looked 
like a shell of themselves, seemingly unable to 
emulate those famed years of success.

That is until this season, when SF burst into 
action, winning a league leading 63 of their first 100 
games. This lead has been consistently maintained 
as the season has continued. In fact, since Apr. 14, 
the Giants have never gone a week being outside 
of the top five teams in the MLB record standings. 

New additions to the roster are contributing 
factors to this success. Former Minnesota Twins left 
fielder LaMonte Wade Jr. added 17 home runs to the 
team’s stat sheet, as well as 43 RBIs (Runs Batted 
In). Recently signed three-time All Star third 
baseman Kris Bryant also added to the HR tally, 
hitting six over the fence in just 29 appearances. 

While these new players are evidently a large 
part of SF’s success thus far, the returning players 
are in the driver’s seat. Giant’s veteran first base-
man Brandon Crawford is sweeping the stat sheet, 
leading the team in RBIs (76) and hits (116), while 
also hitting 19 home runs and scoring 60 runs. 
Third-year right fielder Mike Yastrzemski leads 
the team in home runs (21) and runs (65),  while 
fan-favorite catcher Buster Posey once again shows 

GOALIE SAVES: A U.S. goalie defends the net during an Olympic group match.
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