
by Lucy Sells
Media Production Editor

Although relatively new to the sport, freshman 
Henry Masters dreams of playing football in 
college. This former member of the class of 2024 
took a gap year before heading to Los Gatos High 
School to join the class of 2025. During online 
learning, Masters had a difficult time adjusting 
to Zoom classes. Opting to maintain his mental 
health, Masters adopted a more laid-back mental-
ity, sticking with the idea that “there is no rush 
to get through high school.”

Masters picked up football in eighth 
grade, starting with the Pop Warner 
program, a nonprofit organization 
that provides activities like foot-
ball, cheer, and dance to kids. 
Since his middle school lacked 
a football team, Masters and 
his friends joined Pop Warner 
together. As number six on LG’s 
Freshman football team, Masters 
steps up as a running back or line-
backer, preferring the latter because of 
the position’s defensive role. 

While football is a large part of Masters’ life, 
the high schooler believes that academics should 
always come first, creating a learning pod with 
his friends Elliott Shopper, Jackson Cahoon, and 
Aaron Knapp who also took a gap year. The pod 
met three times a week to get a head start on 
freshman year studies and review past academic 
subjects. Cahoon and Knapp followed a similar 

PeoPle
Page 16

El Gato • Friday, SEptEmbEr 17, 2021 • loS GatoS HiGH ScHool • www.ElGatonEwS.com 

• Masters balances 
   school and football
• Dirven competes for 
   Team USA

path to Masters, but they went on to play football for 
Saint Francis. Shopper, on the other hand, planned to 
join Masters at Los Gatos but ended up moving during 
the summer. Entering freshman year solo, Masters said 
he was “sad because a friend [was] moving, but I felt 
no different than if any of my other friends moved. I 
was just disappointed that he was leaving.” 

During his gap year, Masters worked for his father 
at the JT Masters Construction Company, carrying 
lumber and supplies to construction sites. 

Thinking about the future, Masters shared that he 
would love to play football in college, but “I would not 

say that it is like my number one goal. I just 
want to get into a good school...but it 

would be a plus to play.” After taking 
the gap year, Masters believes he is 
in a better academic place this year. 

Not only is Masters excelling 
in school, but the football star is 
also a social butterfly. Changing 
grades can be difficult, but Masters 

transitioned with few complications. 
The freshman claims that it was simple 

to meet new friends and bond with them. 
Reflecting on his newfound friendships, Mas-

ters stated that the agreeable nature of Los Gatos High 
School students made the adjustment easy. During his 
lunchtimes, Masters spends time with both the soph-
omores and the freshmen, bridging the gap between 
the two grades. 

Keep your eye out for the name Henry Masters, 
over the next four years this football star will be doing 
great things during his time at Los Gatos.  

by Dana Hathaway
Sports Editor

Coach Davor Koret released the varsity water 
polo roster, and sophomore Connor Sullivan was 
not surprised to be one of two tenth graders on 
the list. Sullivan’s second year on the varsity team 
solidifies his standing as one of the top water polo 
players in both his grade and the school. However, 
his path to success wasn’t easy — and isn’t over.

Most athletes spent quarantine figuring out a 
way to get back to their team. Sullivan, however, 
was figuring out if he could play his sport at all. 
After suffering from a shoulder injury due to over-
use, Sullivan spent almost two years recovering, 
the majority over quarantine. He estimates he did 
“a good 10 months” worth of physical therapy 
trying to get back in the pool. After recovery, he 
rejoined the sport at LGHS, only to get injured 
again. Sullivan “got nailed in the head by Liam 
Amburguey…then [he] kept playing and got 
elbowed,” leading to a concussion. After taking 

a break, Sullivan suffered from yet another 
concussion during his first game back. While 
his freshman season may have been choppy, 
his sophomore year will be a promising start to 
Sullivan’s LGHS water polo career.

The season may have just started, but 
Sullivan has already made an impact on his 
teammates. Senior Euan Patrick walked in 
during Sullivan’s interview and eagerly began 
to discuss his teammate’s accomplishments. 
Patrick mentions that Sullivan is “one of the 
nicest people you will ever meet” in addition to 
being “really good at water polo...on varsity as 
a freshman and a starter.” Patrick finished off 
the brief discussion by saying that “Connor is 
a really great person, and I’m glad that I know 
him.” The team culture is clearly important to 
both of them, and getting back in the pool “in 
front of [their] ten fans” has been amazing for 
both. The season officially kicks off on Oct. 7, 
with a game against Homestead High School.

Water polo isn’t Sullivan’s only strength. 
He’s invested in snowboarding and obtained a 
sponsorship in eighth grade despite not being 
able to snowboard full time. He does not shy 
away from the academic challenge either, and is 
an exemplary student athlete who participates in 
difficult classes with a passion for art. Sullivan 
also lifts and plans to swim for the LGHS swim 
team. For now, he will continue appreciating 
his ability to train and be with his team as 
the Wildcats water polo team gets ready for an 
exciting season back.

by Alia Arafeh
Opinion Editor

An artistic and wholehearted individual, senior 
Giselle Lebedenko cares deeply about the planet 
and uses her talents to benefit the environ-
ment in any way she can. Lebedenko’s 
interests include art and fashion design, 
and she also hopes to improve her French 
skills. During her senior year, she is 
taking AP French and Art 4 in order to 
prepare her for studying abroad and 
allow her to incorporate her artistic 
talents into her fashion designs. 

While quarantine was difficult for 
some, it helped others pursue their 
interests and improve themselves. 
Lebedenko is among these individuals, 
as she explained that she “actually 
really enjoyed quarantine. [She] per-
sonally really likes [time to herself] and 
just being alone.” In addition, Lebedenko 
spent some time in New York, where her 
older sister attends college. She added that 
she enjoyed online school because “[she] could 
go anywhere and do school.”

During quarantine, Lebedenko started the eco-
friendly swimsuit company Belle Earth with her friend Fran-
cesca Erdosh, another senior at LGHS. “We’re both super into 

fashion,” she said, adding that since both she and Erdosh care deeply 
about the environment, they “made swimsuits out of fully 

eco-friendly fabrics.” They donate much of the com-
pany’s proceeds to organizations including Black 

Lives Matter, #MeToo, Oceana, and they allow 
people who buy their suits to choose which 

organization they would like to donate to. 
Art, another of Lebedenko’s passions, 

goes hand in hand with fashion design. 
“I would maybe describe [my art style] 
as fun, very feminine; I like painting 
women. . . I love pinks and bright 
colors,” she stated. Lebedenko com-
bines her art skills with fashion design, 
mentioning that she “want[s] to make 
unique things that are more artistic.” 
While her interests intertwine, Leb-
edenko also practices art separately, 

having been doing it “really [her] whole 
life, but [she] started taking classes in 

third grade.” Lebedenko has an Instagram 
account, @gisellesartt, through which she 

sells her art, and said “I’ve sold some paintings 
for a few hundred dollars, which is really cool.”
In the future, Lebedenko plans on attending 

school in Paris, France, specifically ESMOD fashion school. 
Over the summer, she attended a program at the college and met 

people from all over the world, an experience she loved. This is one 

of the reasons she is taking AP French, in addition to the fact that 
“French is cool. . . [I] also [have] a cool teacher, and I feel like I’m 
learning a lot.”

As she finishes her last year of high school, Lebedenko looks for-
ward to the future. Her persistent effort and artistic passion prove that 
she is sure to succeed in Paris or anywhere else her journey takes her.

Lebedenko conquers the world of fashion and art

Jones explores fashion, band, and color guard
by Elena Rexach
Public Relations Manager

LGHS junior Rose Jones is involved in many “fun and fresh” 
communities as a fashion enthusiast, saxophone instrumentalist, 
and member of the LGBTQ+ community. 

With school returning to an in-person format, Jones finds herself 
nostalgic for the days of streamlined Canvas boards; as teachers 
revert to traditional ways of assignment and information sharing, 
updated agendas and calendars are less common. Although, between 
her Physics labs, APUSH lectures and Wind Ensemble practices, she 
appreciates being able to grasp ideas much easier. 

Jones is also a connoisseur of fashion. Over quarantine she planned 
her career path, which includes attending a college in New York for four 
years and majoring in journalism, while passively pursuing modeling. 
After she graduates, she hopes to turn modeling into a full-time career, 
but is realistic about a backup plan, stating, “And then when it comes to 
the point where I’m like, ‘you know what? Screw this! I’m not going to 
do modeling anymore,’ I’ll still have something to fall back on.” She also 
noted that the lack of driving in New York is one of the many reasons 
the Big Apple is for her.

During the fall and winter, Jones loves to compete in marching band 
and color guard. Her passion for music comes from 4th grade, when she 
was required to choose an instrument in music class. While she originally 
chose trumpet, she eventually decided saxophone fit her best, describing 
her thought process as, “Ooh, [saxophone is] a cool instrument!” What 
Jones loves most in the band, however, is the friendly community. She 
describes it as forgiving and accepting, and she appreciates the bond 
created over suffering through physical training and a love of music.

In the 7th grade, Rose came out as transgender. Through a journey of 
self realization she had a feeling of, “Wait a minute — something’s not 
right here.” She feels that being trans in middle school didn’t differen-
tiate her experience from her peers, rather feeling that any issues had 
more to do with the condition of being at Fisher. “It was less like being 
trans [at Fisher] and more just like being at Fisher.” She kept exploring 
her identity, and over time she “realized that [she] was a lesbian.” When 

she and her friends moved to LGHS, she appreciated the new surplus 
of people. Jones liked the refreshing nature of meeting people she 
hadn’t interacted with since elementary school. 

Being queer in Los Gatos hasn’t led to many bad experiences, 
fortunately. She feels accepted and welcomed in local and statewide 
queer communities. One year, she even had the pleasure of attending 
a Pride celebration in New York, stating “It was a pretty cool expe-
rience, just sort of seeing everyone together.” She hoped to attend 
a pride festival in San Francisco a while back, but plans fell through 
due to the pandemic. 

As Jones further discovers her identity and develops new interests 
like music, fashion and politics, she is happy to find her place in 
active communities.

Masters excels on and off the fieldSullivan dominates in water polo
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