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BEST OF THE BEST: Brown put up record setting numbers as a Steeler before being traded to the Raiders.
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High school student tragically shot at Mount Tabor
by Isla Patrick
Local News Editor

North Carolina’s Forsyth County Sheriff’s 
Office reported on Sept. 1 that a school shooter 
opened fire on Mount Tabor High School in 
Winston-Salem, NC, leaving one student dead. 
The victim, identified as 15-year-old William 
Chavis Raynard Miller Jr., became one of 67 
school shooting fatalities since 2013 when he 
passed away in the emergency room hours after 
the attack.

Sheriffs did not release the suspect’s identity 
or motive, but confirmed that the shooter was 
a fellow student at Mount Tabor. The suspect’s 
actions resulted in no other gun-induced inju-
ries, although one student experienced a seizure 
while the shots were fired. 

Officials placed the students and faculty 
at Mount Tabor and its surrounding schools 
on lockdown, ordering them to gather in 
the school’s gym, as they searched for the 
offender.  The extended search lasted several 
hours until they located the shooter and took 
them into custody on the evening of Sept. 1 
in Winston-Salem. Charges have yet to be filed 

agianst the shooter. Students and faculty were   
given a break from school until Sept. 7 to recover 
from the shooting.

Bobby Kimbrough, a Forsyth County Sheriff, 
announced at a press briefing, “I don’t know the 
grief of losing a child. I don’t even know how to 
fathom [it]... I haven’t cried in a while, but I’ve 
been crying since I left the hospital.” The county’s 
mayor, Allen Joines, added, “Certainly this is a sad 
day for the Winston-Salem community.”

The incident came only three days after a 
15-year-old student shot another student amid 
an argument at New Hanover High School, also in 
North Carolina. The state’s governor, Roy Cooper, 
claimed in a statement regarding the latter of the 
two events that “For the second time this week, we 
have seen a shooting in a North Carolina school… 
We must work to ensure the safety of students and 
educators, quickly apprehend the shooter, and keep 
guns off school grounds.”

An activist group located in Winston-Salem — 
the Women’s Gun Violence Prevention Coalition 
— met to discuss the Mount Tabor shooting, and 
member Kellie Easton commented, “our children 
are being traumatized in their communities. They 
are being traumatized in their schools when bullets 
come flying through.”

According to Giffords Law Center to Prevent Gun 
Violence’s 2020 Annual Gun Law Scorecard, which 
grades states on their gun control policies from A-F, 
North Carolina achieved a “D” ranking. The state 
ranks number 25 out of 50 for gun law strength.

Miller’s family organized a fundraiser on 
gofundme.com, entitled “William Chavis Raynard 
Miller Jr. Memorial Fund.” They have since reached LOOKING BACK: Mount Tabor’s main entrance to the school.

Pfizer-BioNTech COVID vaccine approved by FDA
by Bridie Beamish
Media Production Editor

The U.S. reached a milestone on Aug. 31 as the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) fully approved the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 
Vaccine. Previously, in December 2020, the FDA declared that the 
vaccine could be used for Emergency Use Authorization (EUA); 
the FDA’s numerous tests concluded that the vaccine’s benefits 
outweighed any potential risks. The FDA applies EUA to medical 
products required in defense against crises, effectively bypassing 
administrative red tape. The August decision approved the vaccine 
for those 16 and older; however, it is still available for 12 to 15-year-
olds under the EUA. To approve the vaccine, its manufacturer must 
submit a Biologics License Application (BLA), which is a document 
submitted to the agency providing specific requirements. 

The Pfizer BLA consists of preclinical and clinical data and infor-
mation, details of the manufacturing process, testing results, and 
inspections of vaccine manufacturing sites. The BLA is then analyzed 
and ensured to meet the FDA’s requirements. In addition, the FDA and 
Centers for Disease Control are continuing to monitor the vaccine’s safety 
concerns, and the vaccine company has agreed to conduct further post-
market safety testing, though that testing is not required by the FDA. 

Just hours after official approval, the Pentagon, Google, Disney, Uber, 
CVS, hospitals, the New York City school system, and others announced 
that they would mandate the vaccine for employees. Within one week 
of official FDA approval, hundreds of universities across the country 
also announced requirements for students to receive the vaccine, but 
almost all of them allowed exemptions for religious or medical reasons. 
In addition, the mayors of San Francisco, New Orleans, and New York 
ordered indoor customers of restaurants, gyms, museums, and other 
businesses to verify at least one dose of the vaccine. President Joe Biden 
announced his support for mandates, declaring, “If you’re a business 
leader, a nonprofit leader, a state or local leader, who has been waiting 
for full FDA approval to require vaccinations, I call on you now to do 
that — require it. It only makes sense to require a vaccine to stop the 
spread of COVID-19.”

With only 53 percent of Americans vaccinated, U.S. officials hope 
full FDA approval will inspire more Americans to get the vaccine. A poll 
by the Kaiser Family Foundation discovered that three out of every 10 
unvaccinated citizens claimed that they would receive the vaccine once 
approved. In addition, following the FDA’s approval, the U.S. saw a 17 
percent increase in the number of Americans getting their first shot. 
However, this increase is significantly lower than researchers anticipated 
based on polls and surveys that asked Americans if they would get vac-
cinated after FDA authorization. 

Still, vaccination hesitancy has reached an all-time low. An 
Axios-Ipsos poll revealed that only two in 10 Americans claim 
they are unlikely to get the vaccine, and 14 percent say they 
will not get vaccinated. Though there is debate about whether 
people will get vaccinated solely due to the FDA’s approval, 
researchers believe there will be a significant surge as more 
employers can now legally require the vaccine. 
(Sources: ABC News, FDA, John Hopkins Medicine, NBC, NYT)

over 30 thousand dollars of their five thousand 
dollar goal. The fund’s organizer, Ashley Nich-
ols, wrote on Sept. 2, “May we continue to love 
and support one another as a community and 
work together to prevent another family from 
ever having to endure the unimaginable loss 
of a child.” 
(Sources: CBS, Giffords Law Center, WFMY 2)
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STICK TOGETHER: MTHS baseball pray for the victim.
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VAX UP: Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine and syringe for distribution.

by Michaela Thimot
Culture Editor

The University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) sus-
pended its Phi Gamma Delta (Fiji) chapter, after 
thousands of students protested outside of the 
fraternity’s housing in response to a member alleg-
edly raping a 17-year-old sorority girl on her first 
day of classes. 

During the protests, the students yelled “no 
means no,” “20 to life,” and the alleged rapist’s 
name repeatedly. Fiji is no stranger to suspension as 
the frat house has a lengthy history of inappropri-
ate conduct, most notably sexual harassment. UNL 
Administration suspended Fiji in 2017 following 
reports of a number of the fraternity members fol-
lowing women at the Women’s March and chanting 
“no means yes” in opposition to the protest. During 
that time people reported the frat for hazing and 
reckless drug and alcohol use.

This issue is not limited to this one fraternity. 
Since 2005, on UNL’s campus, there have been 
103 sexual assault allegations reported to police    

involving fraternities — 78 of those reported after 
2015. These numbers do not account for the numer-
ous allegations that go unreported to the police 
each year. Just eight hours after the rape at the Fiji 
fraternity, a student reported another rape to the 
police at the Abel Hall building on the UNL campus.

Addressing the protests, UNL police reported 
that “All allegations of sexual assault are taken 
seriously and investigated to the extent possible. 
We are continuing to investigate the circumstances 
surrounding this incident, a suspect has been 
identified, and Fiji members are cooperating with 
the investigation. At this time no arrests have been 
made and we cannot comment further on an ongoing 
police investigation.”

In addition to the in-person protests, students 
have sought help from others across the country 
by creating an online petition to permanently 
shut down the fraternity. The petition has already 
gathered just under 500,000 signatures. This is no 
surprise considering 13 women came forward sharing 
that they were raped by members of the fraternity, 
with even more sexual assault allegations against 
members of the frat house being left in the petition 
comment section.

The incident has garnered a large amount of 
attention as a result of both news outlets and stu-
dent posts on social media demanding justice for the HOUSE OF THE ACCUSED: Phi Gamma Delta house at UNL.

young girl. Members of the fraternity AirDropped 
videos of them laughing at the protestors to any 
of them who were gathered outside the frat house. 
The protestors posted these videos all over social 
media and have been using them to fuel the petition.
(Sources: NY Post, CBS News, Inside Edition)

STANDING TALL: Ralph Mueller building at UNL in Lincoln.

Phi Gamma Delta frat gets suspended after accusation

Hate crime raises concern Jet crashes in Connecticut
by Sonali Muthukrishnan
Editor-in-Chief

The Federal Bureau of Investigation released a nationwide study from the Uniform Crime Reporting 
Program entitled Hate Crime Statistics on Aug. 30. The data, submitted by law enforcement agencies, 
provided information about the location, offenders, offenses, and victims of bias-motivated incidents. Two 
of every three reported hate crimes in 2020 were motivated by bias against race, ethnicity, or ancestry. 
The bias incidents last year were the most reported in the last 12 years. From 2019 to 2020, the rate of 
hate crime spiked six percent. Most of the reported bias-related incidents victimized Black Americans. 
Responding to this rise, Attorney General Merrick Garland stated, “all people in this country should be 
able to live without fear of being attacked or harassed.”
(Sources: FBI, NPR)

JUST CHECKING: Doctor examines the Pfizer vaccine before distributing.

by Brynn Gibson
News Editor

Shortly after taking off from a small airport, a private business jet crashed into a building in Farm-
ington, CT, killing all four people on board. Officials believe the plane — which carried two pilots and 
two passengers — experienced a mechanical failure during takeoff that caused it to quickly plummet 
and crash into a Trumpf Inc. building (a company with no connection to the former president). The 
collision ignited chemical fires inside the industrial manufacturing warehouse causing two employees 
to experience non-serious injuries. Several roads closed and nearby schools placed students and staff on 
lockdown until the hazardous smoke dissipated a few hours later. The crash is currently under investiga-
tion by the National Transport Safety Board to confirm the cause of the accident.  
(Sources: NBC CT, NPR, The Boston Globe)
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Sophie Sullivan
just News


