
NatioNal
Page 4

• Texas abortion law  
   faces controversy 
• Sackler family
   faces charges El Gato • Friday, SEptEmbEr 17, 2021 • loS GatoS HiGH ScHool • www.ElGatonEwS.com

Governor Newsom wins recall 

by Sidney Bricker
News Editor

After a lengthy legal process, on Sept. 1 
Judge Robert Drain of the White Plains, N.Y. 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court approved a settlement 
that dissolved Purdue Pharma, the company 
behind OxyContin, and required the Sackler 
family, the company’s owners, to hand over 
billions of dollars to combat the devastating 
opioid epidemic. 

OxyContin is an extremely addictive pain-
killer that many believe holds a large part of 
the blame in creating and fueling the epidemic 
which has proved fatal for over 500,000 people. 
The arrangement gives the Sacklers, hundreds 
of their collaborators, and their residual empire 
of companies and trusts, freedom from liability 
for harm caused by OxyContin as well as other 
types of opioids. 

Another part of the deal adds that the Sack-
lers will have to make information regarding 

their correspondence with lawyers, the develop-
ment of OxyContin, and how it got FDA approval 
to be public.

The family, whom the Wall Street Journal esti-
mates is worth 11 billion dollars, agreed to pay 
about 4.3 billion dollars and relinquish ownership 
of Purdue Pharma. However, many people question 
whether this is truly enough. In 2019, the Sacklers’ 
company faced 2,900 lawsuits, 628 of which named 
the family. The settlement now blocks families 
who lost members to opioid overdoses, individuals 
who fell victim to addictions, and any others from 
filing suits against the Sacklers. According to 
Bob Ferguson, Washington attorney general, the 
deal sends the message that billionaires follow a 
different set of laws than the rest of us by letting 
the Sacklers off the hook.

Dr. Richard Sackler is one of the best-known 
Sacklers due to his positions as Purdue Pharma’s 
former president and co-chairman of the board of 
directors. Dr. Sackler, when asked in court if he 

knew how many people had died from OxyContin by 
Maryland Assistant Attorney General Brian Edmunds, 
claimed he did not. Purdue Pharma has twice admitted 
to criminal wrongdoing. 

In 2007, the corporation admitted to deceiving 
authorities and the public about Oxycontin and agreed 
to pay 700 million dollars, as part of a legal case in 
Virginia. Investigations proved that some doctors had 
received kickbacks from Purdue when they prescribed 

OxyContin to their patients, most likely causing 
the doctors of many patients who did not need 
as strong a drug as the opioid to prescribe it 
to them anyway. This could have led to many 
becoming hooked due to the drug’s extremely 
addictive nature. 

The second admission of criminal wrong-
doing led to the dissolution of Purdue. In the 
process of dissolution, it will transition into a 
public benefit company and have no contact 
with the Sacklers. The company will continue to 
sell OxyContin and will also market drugs that 
combat opioid overdose. While many ask why 
the company should continue to manufacture 
the painkiller, some, such as Deputy Attorney 
General Jeffrey Rosen, the Deputy Attorney 
General who announced the 2020 settlement 
leading to the dissolution of Perdue, states that 
OxyContin and similar opioid painkillers have 
valid medical uses.
(Sources: CNN, NY Times, WSJ, NPR)

SACKLER: Billions of dollars are owed after opioid scandal.

Biden rushes to approve coronavirus vaccination booster
by Sidney Bricker
News Editor

President Joe Biden announced a goal on Aug. 18 to make coro-
navirus vaccine booster shots available to all adults in the U.S. The 
plan set a Sept. 20 target for the start of booster shot availability, on 
the condition that the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approves 
booster shots. The FDA is unsure whether boosters can be set into 
motion that soon. Biden’s announcement comes as multiple studies 
prove that vaccines drop in efficacy in the months following the second 
dose, along with news of breakthrough cases becoming more common. 

As Biden’s late September deadline draws nearer, the FDA is rushing 
to perform the proper processes before authorizing the booster shots, 
causing some experts to worry that the plan is premature. One such 
expert is the acting commissioner of the Food and Drug Administration, 
Dr. Janet Woodcock, who, according to the New York Times, had voiced 
concerns that a strict deadline for booster rollout could be risky. It 
could deprive regulators of the necessary time to review the data and 
make educated decisions.

According to federal health officials, Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna 
vaccination recipients should receive a booster shot eight months after 
their latest dose. On Aug. 25, just two days after their vaccine received 
full approval, Pfizer and BioNTech announced that they were applying 
for the supplemental approval of a booster shot for their coronavirus 

vaccine by the FDA. One study of the benefits of boosters by Pfizer 
and BioNTech involved 306 people who received booster shots of the 
Pfizer vaccine between five and eight months following their second 
dose. Researchers discovered the levels of participants’ antibodies 
were more than three times what they had been following the second 
dose. Additionally, volunteers reported the booster caused similar side 
effects to those which they had previously received.

FDA authorization has already granted third doses of both Pfizer 
and Moderna vaccines to individuals with weakened immune systems. 
These extra shots, received at least 28 days after each patient’s second 
shot, have proven effective for these individuals where the first two 
shots have failed to provide complete protection.

Instead of sticking so rigidly to the rules set in place during the 
vaccine’s emergency approval stage, the FDA’s recent decision to grant 
full approval to Pfizer and BioNTechs’ vaccine, now named Comirnaty, 
allows doctors to prescribe vaccinations to patients as they see fit. 
Physicians may now choose to recommend Comirnaty to children not 
officially old enough for their first dose and can also recommend 
booster shots to at-risk patients they see fit.

According to health officials, those vaccinated with Moderna should 
not receive a Pfizer booster shot and instead should wait until a third 
Moderna dose is available. Many experts are holding back on their 

opinions on the viability of booster shots for the Moderna vaccine 
until they receive more data from current trials. Dr. Anthony Fauci, 
Director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, 
mentioned that the U.S. aims to provide statistics on the safety and 
efficacy of mixing vaccines manufactured by different procedures in 
the weeks to come.
(Sources: NY Times, CNN, CDC)

COVID PROTOCOLS CHANGE: The FDA looks to approve pfizer booster shots.

Sackler family pays billions to combat opioid epidemic

Geronimo the alpaca dies at 8
by Maya Gomez
Sports Editor

Despite his story raising controversy worldwide, eight year old Geronimo the alpaca was finally put 
to death on Aug. 31. After testing positive for bovine tuberculosis back in 2017, the U.K. Department 
for Environment, Food, and Rural Affairs applied for the euthanization of Geronimo in 2018 in hopes of 
keeping the citizens nearby safe. Geronimo’s owner, Helen Macdonald insisted that the positive result 
for bovine tuberculosis was a false positive, as he had been given a tuberculin vaccine prior to being 
tested. Despite several skin tests coming back negative, Geronimo was taken by officials and a police 
escort to an undisclosedlocation and euthanized. Today, Geronimo’s name swirls around the media as 
protests and advocacy currently take place in England. 
(Sources: The Washington Post, The Guardian)

Texas passes law making abortion illegal after six weeks
by Esha Bagora
Humor Editor

On May 19. as of Sept. 2021, Texas Governor 
Greg Abbott signed a bill making abortion illegal 
once a fetal heartbeat is detected, abortions after 
six weeks of pregnancy, or approximately when a 
fetus’s cardiac tissue can be detected, are illegal. 
This new law will enforce a ban on abortions in a 
never-before-seen way and is inspiring other states 
to pass similar laws. In response, the United States 
Department of Justice has filed a lawsuit challenging 
the legislation. 

Under Texas’s abortion law, SB-8 — also known 
as the Heartbeat Bill because a fetal heartbeat can 
be detected around six weeks — abortions can no 
longer be legally performed. Some Texan doctors say 
that a fetus’s heart continues to develop through 
the first trimester of a pregnancy, with the earliest 
complete fetal heartbeat actually detected at 10 
weeks. On ultrasounds, cardiac tissue movement 
counts as a heartbeat, which allows Texas’ bill to 
be so restrictive. 

Another important aspect of the law is its 
wording. The state of Texas is not enforcing the law;                                                                                                      
rather, it relies on private citizens to do so. 
Although abortion patients themselves can not be 

sued, anyone who helps them can. For example, 
civilians can sue an Uber driver who drives someone 
to their abortion, even if the Uber driver didn’t 
know they were driving someone to get an  abor-
tion. Furthermore, a citizen who has absolutely no 
connection with the abortion or the patient, and 
who has simply learned about said abortion and 
disagrees with it, can sue. 

Many other states have passed similar 
heartbeat bills. Georgia, Louisiana, Missouri, 
Mississippi, and Ohio passed laws that prohibit 
abortion six to eight weeks after conception. 
Utah’s and Arkansas’s bills prohibit abortion 
after the eighteenth week. Kentucky was                                                                                     
in the process of passing a bill restricting abor-
tion after six to eight weeks, but a judge blocked 
the bill. None of these bills, other than Texas’s, 
are currently in effect or being implemented yet, 
but they still pose a major challenge to women’s 
reproductive rights. 

In response to this new legislation, the 
Department of Justice sued the state of 
Texas on Sept. 19 and is currently seeking an 
order to prevent SB-8 from further affecting  
people in Texas, as it’s wording and method of 
enforcement evades judicial review. The Justice                                                                  
Department also considers the law unconstitu-
tional, as it infringes on an individual’s right 
to an abortion before viability as outlined in 
Roe v. Wade. 

Luci Garza, a junior at the Liberal Arts 
and Science Academy in Texas, said the                                                                                                                                              
bill is “terrifying, especially knowing how young 
I am, and how I know being forced to depend on 

White conservative men to make the choice on what I 
do with my body if... I get pregnant.” 
(Sources: The Texas Tribune, NY Times, The Department 
of Justice)

BILL Passes: Texas Governor signs new abortion bill. 

by Sonali Muthukrishnan
Editor-in-Chief

California’s second recall election in state history took place on Sept. 14. Republicans hoping to recall 
Governor Gavin Newsom feel that he is unfit to lead the state due to the measures he took during the 
pandemic: imposing numerous restrictions on businesses and slowly transitioning back into in-person 
school. Conversely, Newsom’s supporters applaud the actions he took to protect Californians in a time 
of crisis. The Republican front-runner, Larry Elder, is a Libertarian radio host. Newsom, supported by 
Democratic leaders such as Vice President Kamala Harris, believed that his supporters would outweigh 
his critics in this election, and they proved the governer right. Californians had until Sept. 7 to send 
in their ballots.
(Sources: Politico, NY Times) 

PROTESTING: Texas abortion law leads to a protest in D.C.
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