
October 2020 meeting of LGUSD’s Parcel 
Tax Oversight Committee, “77 percent of funded 
positions [were] in core programs [such as] read-
ing, writing, science, and math,” with the other 23 
percent of funded positions in the areas of literacy, 
physical education, music, and art programs. 

If Measure B fails to pass, it would cost the 
school district 2.75 million dollars going forward.  
According to Ryan Rosenberg, a Los Gatos father, 
Co-President of the LGHS Wildcat Foundation, and 
dedicated volunteer for the Yes on B project, if the 
measure does not pass, it is likely that “almost 
immediately some teachers will get layoff notices.”

Advocates for the tax including Rosenburg 
banded together to raise awareness about the 
vote. The ballots arrive mere weeks after 
California’s gubernatorial recall election, causing sup-
porters to worry that voters may overlook the ballot. 
California Proposition 13, passed more than 30 years 

computer vision and use sensors to track climate 
information, such as temperature and humidity.  
The devices record and send the data as a plain-text 
file, which is then fed into its predictive algorithms.

Mosquitos, the largest killer of humans in the 
animal world, are more dangerous than one initially 
suspects. They spread malaria, dengue, and yellow 
fever, killing more than a million people each year. 
Tracking mosquito populations allows communities to 
determine the most effective form of combat. Without 
predictive analyses, hospitals often are not prepared 
for the necessary treatment methods; instead, they 
may have too many or too few vaccines. However, 
during the Philippines’ dengue fever outbreak in 
2019 and 2020, predictive analyses revealed where 
different mosquitos were on different islands, which 
allowed health care workers to send the correct type 
and number of vaccines, saving lives.

With as much progress as the team has made, 
they plan to continue expanding their project. They 
currently work with NASA SEES and have testing 
sites in California, Texas, and New York. They are also 
hoping to partner with the team that worked in the 
Philippines, Project AEDES (Advanced Early Detection 
and Exploration Service), in order to scale up their  
project and send it to the Philippines.

On the team’s achievements, Shastri said, “I 
was overwhelmed in the beginning because the 
project was quite complex and complicated, but 

finding a group of like-minded people helped  
a lot because we were able to build off each other. In 
the end, we started this really important project that 
can bring a lot of change.”

AI plots mosquito threats
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Ballot to determine potential LG school district layoffs
by Sidney Bricker
News Editor

On Oct. 4, a ballot containing Measure 
B, the parcel tax which helps fund the Los 
Gatos Union School District (LGUSD), will 
hit the mailboxes of all registered voters 
living within LGUSD lines. If passed, the 
measure would be a continuation of the current 
parcel tax — first established in Los Gatos in 
1990 — that has been renewed for over 30 years 
and will expire in June 2022 unless citizens 
renew it. 

The main difference between Measure B and 
the current parcel tax is a clause that allows 
the amount of money required by the tax  
to increase by two percent each year, to keep up 
with inflation. The current tax has no such clause, 
meaning that while in 2002 the 290 dollars per 
household tax allowed the district to support 51 

teachers, the number has been slowly dropping due to 
inflation. In 2021, the 290 dollars per household only  
supports 23 teachers.

The inflation adjustment will allow the tax 
to continue to support about 15 percent of the 
district’s teachers in the coming years. In an 

ago, mandates a two-thirds majority vote to pass any 
personal tax, such as a parcel tax. Two-thirds could 
make passing the measure a challenge.

Although Measure B generally has the support of 
teachers, school administration, and all five mem-
bers of the Los Gatos Town Council, some citizens 
oppose it. Some feel that the government should 
not require them to pay a tax that does not affect 
them, as they have no children in the LGUSD school 
district. Rosenberg argues that one main reason for 
Los Gatos’ high property values is its high-ranking 
public schools. Loss of funding for the public schools 
could lead to lower ratings, and, eventually, waning  
property values. The measure allows for Seniors to 
opt-out of the tax. The tax will also not require renters 
to pay. Instead, the owner of the rental property will 
pay the parcel tax for that property.
(Sources: Yes on Measure B, Parcel Tax Oversight 
Committee, Santa Clara County Registrar of Voters)TEACHERS OVER TIME: LGUSD’s funds gradually deplete.

Constituents criticize Santa Clara County Sheriff  Smith
by Matthew Fehr
National/World Editor 

Santa Clara County Sheriff Laurie Smith has 
come under fire in recent weeks in response to 
multiple controversies regarding her department’s 
management of correctional facilities and poten-
tial political corruption.  

Following these revelations, Santa Clara 
County supervisors Joe Simitian and Otto Lee 
called for the release of undisclosed sheriff 
records concerning potential civil rights vio-
lations and unconstitutional corrections. In 
addition, they expressed support for the Fair 
Political Practices Commission — an inde-
pendent commission tasked with adminis-
tering the Political Reform Act, which works  
to ensure that government officials are unbiased 
and transparent  — and for a grand jury to launch 
an investigation into Smith and her department. 

Concerns over the treatment of inmates date 
back to at least 2015, when three deputies beat 
Michael Tyree, an inmate suffering from bipolar 
disorder, to death. Since then, Santa Clara County 
supervisors voted to form the Office of Correction 

and Law Enforcement Monitoring, and the county 
has spent over 450 million dollars to improve jail 
conditions.  

Another incident occurred in 2018 when depu-
ties failed to stop Andrew Hogan, who suffers from 
a schizoaffective disorder, from repeatedly bashing 
his head against the wall of a jail van. Despite their 
inaction, the deputies took videos of the event. An 
ambulance reportedly took 20 minutes to arrive to 
provide treatment after they reached the Main Jail. 
There are no reports of disciplinary action taken 
against the deputies. Santa Clara County paid a 
10 million dollar settlement to Hogan’s family in 
March of 2020.

In 2019, Martin Nunez ran head first into his 
cell door and injured his spine while experiencing 
“psychiatric distress,” according to a lawsuit he filed. 
The lawsuit also alleged that he received no medical 
attention for a full day and is now a quadraplegic, 
a result of paramedics moving him without first 
stabilizing his spine.

In addition to issues regarding the treatment of 
inmates, the Sheriff’s Office has come under scrutiny 
for potential political corruption. One issue concerns 

the department granting concealed gun permits to 
those who contributed to Smith’s election campaigns 
at a rate 14 times higher than those who did not, 
according to NBC Bay Area’s Investigative Unit. 
Another involves the promotion of jail lieutenant 

Amy Le, who had been the watch commander on duty 
during the Hogan controversy, to the rank of captain 
after raising money for Smith’s re-election in 2018.

Le, who headed the Santa Clara County Correc-
tional Peace Officers Association at the time — a 
union which endorsed Smith’s campaign — denied any 
wrongdoing in the Hogan incident and said that her 
work for Smith’s re-election bid had no connection to 
her promotion. She also defended her conduct during 
the incident, saying that she was not responsible 
for Hogan’s transport and immediately summoned 
medical assistance when he arrived. According to 
Le, Smith did not provide satisfactory training 
 on how to handle situations with mentally ill inmates, 
saying that she “failed to do that job as a leader of 
the department.”

Despite recent calls for the Sheriff’s resigna-
tion by San Jose mayor Sam Liccardo and a unani-
mous vote of no confidence by the Santa Clara 
County Board of Supervisors on August 31, Smith 
has refused to step down and welcomed any investiga-
tions into her department. 
(Sources: NBC Bay Area, The Mercury News, Los 
Angeles Times, CBS San Francisco, KQED)

VROOM VROOM: Police vehicles congregate in Santa Clara.

courtesy Flickrcourtesy Flickr

Demand for food spikes
by Senji Torrey
Public Relations Manager

On a warm August Saturday morning, a 
Tesla, Mercedes, and a moving van all filed 
into a crowded church parking lot.No, they 
weren’t getting out of their car to attend 
a service or drop their child off at church 

school. They, along with hundreds of others, 
were waiting to receive three boxes full of dry 
goods, dairy products, and meat, a bounty that  
will conceivably sustain them for the week.

All over the Bay Area, Californians are 
struggling to feed themselves and their 
families. As a result, thousands of people 
from all walks of life have turned to  
food drives to, at the very least, supplement 
their diets. 

Second Harvest of Silicon Valley CEO 
Leslie Bacho puts into perspective just  
how substantial the increased need since the 
start of the pandemic truly is, saying “In just a  
matter of weeks, the number of people we served  
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TEAMWORK GOALS: Volunteers pack boxes of food.

by Angela Sheu
People Editor

A team of students from throughout the United 
States is using machine learning and edge comput-
ing to track and predict mosquito presence around 
the world. Through this project, they hope to foster 
more effective treatment of mosquito-borne disease.

The team, invited by the NASA Stem Enhance-
ment in Earth Science (SEES) program in partnership 
with UT Austin, posed the goal of eradicating the 

threat of mosquitos. One of these students, LGHS 
junior Om Shastri, explained, “we started off by 
working with NASA’s citizen science app, GLOBE 
[Global Learning and Observations to Benefit the 
Environment] Observer.” The app allows anybody, 
even those without scientific knowledge, to set up 
GLOBE mosquito traps to supply data about places 
where mosquitoes thrive. With GLOBE’s data, the 
team created a machine learning model that uses 
climate information to predict mosquito locations. 
A form of artificial intelligence, machine learning 
models analyze data and results to identify patterns 
or create predictions, which become more accurate 
with more experience and data.

While the process proved effective, the require-
ment of manually inputted data was laborious and 
inefficient, so the students created a new data col-
lection process using edge computing. Unlike other 
systems, running software through edge computing 
brings processes closer to the source of data, reduc-
ing lag. Shastri explained, utilizing edge computing 
is “especially useful in places without Wi-Fi or cloud 
activity where mosquitoes are often prevalent, like 
in rainforests or undeveloped countries.” The team 
developed devices that identify mosquitoes with 

IT’S HUMID!: Environments impact mosquito presence.
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GETTING CRAFTY: Shastri creates a clever little machine.

doubled from 250,000 people a month to half a  
million people a month.”

Second Harvest of Silicon Valley turned 
to other organizations such as Catholic  
Charities of Santa Clara County (CCSCC), in 
order to deal with this spike in demand. 

CCSCC designated disaster director 
Araceli Gonzales to spearhead these efforts. 
From the beginning of the pandemic till 
now, Gonzales and her team facilitated the 
distribution of over 15 million meals, and  
the demand has not let up. On a recent three-
hour distribution day at St. Lucy’s Parish 
Church, over 450 cars arrived to pick up essential  
food. On top of this, almost 50 more people 
came on foot. 

In an interview, Gonzales put a human 
face to the issue, stating that “We don’t 
know the situation of the person in the  
car, we don’t know if this is their first time 
ever asking for any assistance and they 
were wealthy [before the pandemic]. All we  
can do is say ‘Thank you, God bless and please...
come back.’”

Many people who had previously been 
self-sufficient are now struggling to get 
proper nutrition. These individuals often 
find themselves paying an unsustain-
able amount of money, even after food  
stamp deductions, just to feed their families 
for the week.

In response to this deficiency, the Biden 
Administration recently increased the food 
stamp quota to aid Americans in need in  
their efforts to regain financial indepen-
dence. This measure, which is set to begin 
on Oct. 1, will expand Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program food stamp benefits 
from 15 percent to 27 percent, or about 40 
cents more for every meal. In addition to the  
bump in benefits, this upgrade will also 
help more Americans afford essential  
ingredients and produce for a healthy diet.

While there is no way of telling just 
how effective this new initiative will be, 
it is a step in the right direction that will  
assist thousands of Americans from every walk 
of life to get back on the right track.
(Sources: Politico, Silicon Valley.com, USA 
Today, SF Chronicle)


