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Aptos High School stabbing claims life of one student 
by Bridie Beamish
Media Production Editor

A stabbing at Aptos High School killed a 17-year-old student on 
Aug. 31. The suspects are two Aptos students, including a 14-year-old 
and a 17-year-old — both of whom are facing murder charges for the 
attack. The school called the Sheriff’s Office at 2:23 PM and police 
responded in just five minutes, enforcing a campus lockdown which 
lasted until about 5:30 PM. Officers administrated CPR to the student 
once authorities located him. However, despite their best efforts, the 
victim passed in an out-of-county trauma center. 

An individual worried for the victim’s family created a GoFundMe 
page to help with the funeral expenses and assuage their concerns 
about upcoming costs and bills. With an initial goal of 25,000 dollars, 

the fundraiser has surpassed 50,000 dollars with 960 donors offering 
their support. In addition, the family held a vigil in honor of the 
Aptos student, where community members came together to speak 
out against violence, offer their condolences, and pay respects. When 
speaking about violence directed towards youth, Pajaro Valley Uni-
fied School District Board Trustee, Maria Orozco declared “We have 
a shared responsibility to keep our youth safe, our school safe, our 
community safe. A shared responsibility to provide positive alterna-
tives for our youth.” 

Aptos High School sophomore Meredith Robbins stated that she 
believes her school administrators have handled the situation with 

care, claiming, “They are more worried about us feeling safe and about 
our mental health more than schoolwork right now, which I really 
appreciate. The school is also taking measures for safety and has upped 
the ante on sheriffs and protection around the school.” Robbins further 
described the community’s emotional response explaining, “Parents 
are definitely worried if it’s safe for their kids to go to school, but it 
has also brought people a lot closer and supportive of one another.” 

The Pajaro Valley Unified School District community held a meet-
ing on Sept. 15 to discuss the potential reinstatement of the School 
Resource Officer (SRO) program. The SRO program, which placed law 
enforcement on the school’s campus, was discontinued almost a year 
ago as members of the district complained that it made students 
uncomfortable. The SRO funding went towards social-emotional support 
for students, and Orozco announced no plan to remove that support 
funding. Orozco also claimed that it could take a year to reinstate the 
SRO program. However, after this recent act of violence, two officers 
were placed on campus for the students’ return on Sept. 3. One officer 
was present the week after that, though it is unclear whether this will 
be a long-term solution. 

On Sept. 2, the district held a community forum to mourn the loss 
of the student. In addition, the school closed for the following two 
days, Sept. 1 and Sept. 2, while officers continued their investiga-
tion. The school arranged grief counselors for students on Sept. 3. 
(Sources: GoodTimes, KSBW, Santa Cruz Sentinel, The Mercury News, 
The Pajaronian) 

LG Library implements new COVID safety protocol
by Angela Sheu
People Editor

As students stream back onto campus for the start of LGHS’ fall 
semester, the nearby Los Gatos Public Library also welcomes them 
as a popular after-school locale. The library has instituted several 
guidelines to maintain safety after reopening so that it can safely 
remain a positive and functional hub not just for teens, but for the 
entire Los Gatos community.

The Teen Room reopened to the public in mid-June, along with the 
rest of the library’s second floor. Many Los Gatos students frequent the 
room after school, and aside from boasting school resources and seat-
ing, it welcomes students with games, raffles, and other activities. 

Library Assistant Amanda Flowers often leads teens in art projects, 
explaining, “we’ve done pins; we’ve done origami.” While she plans 
activities day to day, causing them to sometimes be inconsistent, 
Flowers related, “we want teens to have something fun to do while 
waiting for their parents.” She limits activities to those with tools 
that are easily sanitized or activities that participants can do indi-
vidually and keep. Thus, the Teen Room no longer holds some events, 
such as their previously featured Video Game Fridays, since it utilized 
shared controllers, which require lots of touching.

Many activities are open to the greater public as well. Children’s 
Storytimes have returned in-person twice a week in the morning on 
the library lawn. However, the library eliminated activities requiring 
high-touch surfaces and objects, such as technology classes or kids’ 
afternoon craft programs, to maintain safety. 

Events that moved onto Zoom while the library was closed 
continue to be held virtually, such as the ESL conversation class 
or the monthly book club. Division Manager Jenn Laredo notes 
the online format allows people to log in and participate from 
far away, saying “we’ve had people join us from Peru, which is 
something we definitely couldn’t do before.” Additionally, the 
library introduced a 3D printer and a laser cutter. While they 
obtained the laser cutter last year, it recently opened to the 
public a month ago. Both services are free and open to all patrons.

The library enforces several protocols to maintain safety. 
Masks are required within the building, and food must now be 
eaten outside. Laptops, instead of desktops, and spaced-out 
tables enable easy sanitation and allow patrons to maintain safe 
social distance.

Despite the changes and difficulties, the library staff feels rewarded 
to reopen the library to patrons. Flowers expressed, “I know a lot of 
the teens’ faces, and I’ve missed all of them. There was a part of me 
that wondered how everybody was doing, so it’s been so cool when 
people come back to say hi. It’s been really great to know everybody’s 
doing okay.” 

Laredo communicated similar sentiments, explaining, “It’s been 
really, really challenging knowing that we had resources that people 
needed, like books people wanted to read, computers people needed, 
or hotspots that we wanted to lend out.” She continued, “The thing 
we like best is helping people, that’s why we get excited to get to 
work in the morning. It’s not just about the books, it’s about getting 
to see our regular customers and knowing that it makes them feel 
like they have a place to go. It’s been just really, really wonderful 
having everyone back.” 

Despite the chaos introduced by the pandemic, the Los Gatos Public 
Library staff is excited to continue helping the community once again.

Buchanan discusses LGHS
by Alia Arafeh
Opinion Editor

The start of the 2021-22 school year brought 
with it many changes to our normal school day. One 
major difference at LGHS this year is our principal. 
Kevin Buchanan, former principal of Oak Park High 
School in Ventura County and UCLA graduate, joined 
the administration team. Though he is adjusting 
to a new school complete with a different student 
body and culture, Buchanan plans to address topics 
including the school’s impact on the environment, as 
well as trust and communication between students 
and the administration. 

One of Buchanan’s main goals at LGHS is to 
reduce the school’s environmental impact. “I’d like 
to see more of an environmental stewardship going 
on at the school,” Buchanan explained. He added 
that, to address environmentalism, “we’re going 
to have to take a ground floor approach.”  The 
principal is working closely with students in the 
Environmental Outreach Club to collaborate on ideas 
and make LGHS greener. The newly implemented 
paper-only recycle bins are one way the school 
is moving towards being more environmentally 
friendly. Buchanan shared that he would “like to 
see our kids understanding that we need to take 
care of our environment.”

Buchanan also wants to focus on consolidating 
the administration’s communication with students 
and parents. To do this, he has begun to use a 
website called ParentSquare, to which he can 
post messages and release information. “I think 
we’re overcommunicating in a lot of areas,” stated 
Buchanan. In addition, he believes that “really 
trying to consolidate communication [through] 
ParentSquare as a universal platform that all of us 
can use,” will make the process of communicating 
smoother and less confusing for everyone involved. 

In general, Buchanan expressed that he would 
like to see a greater trust between students and 
staff. “I want to change the perception of the 
administration from the kids’ perspective. I want 

the kids to trust us again,” he said. Buchanan 
believes that building trust between students 
and the administration is important, especially in 
light of some of the issues the LGHS community 
is facing. “We have to prepare our kids to enter 
society. . . this is a safe spot to have [difficult] 
conversations and to deal with these issues in an 
academic sense,”  he explained.

Admin plans SAT for Oct.
by Sonali Muthukrishnan 
Editor-in-Chief

On Aug. 27, the LGHS Administration 
announced the school’s plan to hold an SAT on 
Oct. 28 for the class of 2022. Offered on a Thursday 
from 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM, the SAT date is entirely 
optional. Teachers will excuse seniors taking the 
test from their morning classes; however, the 
administration expects seniors not partaking in 
the test to go to their classes as usual. Students 
hoping to register for the test could begin the 
process on Sept. 7, and had until Sept. 14 at 11:59 
PM to sign up to take the test. 

Due to the uncertainty of COVID-19, the Col-
lege Board continues to sporadically cancel SAT 
testing dates, adding to the stress of an already 
vigorous college application process that seniors 
are facing. In order to streamline the process, the 
LGHS administration decided to create an SAT 
opportunity for those who would like to take or 
retake the test before submitting their college 
applications. This application year, most colleges 
are test-optional, with the UCs completely test 
blind; however, taking the SAT is still vital to 

many students at the high school. Most LGHS seniors 
studied for the SAT in the past year and hope to 
show off their hard work through their test scores. 

On Sept. 17, the school plans to delete any 
unpaid registration spots, not ordering the exam 
materials for those students who have not paid. To 
take the test, the school expects students to pay 
a registration fee of 75 dollars. If a family cannot 
contribute this amount, they can reach out to their 
student’s guidance counselor for financial assistance. 
Families can direct any relevant questions about the 
exam or the fee waiver to Jennifer Blomquist, the 
House 1 Administrative Assistant.  

Senior Ishbel Slater signed up to take the SAT 
at LGHS, sharing her reason for registering: “I am 
applying to a few international schools and most of 
them still require SAT and ACT to apply and they look 
at those scores rather than GPA or your activities.” 
Having taken the SAT once before, at Bellarmine 
College Preparatory, Slater hopes to up her score. The 
senior feels grateful for this opportunity, sharing, “ 
I appreciate the admin for putting this together. It 
seems like there is less of a chance of this SAT being 
cancelled, which has been a pattern for my past 
SATs.” Without the Los Gatos High SAT, Slater would 
have had to travel as far as Carson City to find a seat. 

 Enya Cherlopalle, another member of the class 
of 2022, decided to take the SAT because “there 
would be more opportunities to get a better score.” 
The senior said, “It’s my last [chance] to take the SAT 
and get a good score, so yeah I am a bit nervous.” 
While Cherlopalle knows that most schools are test-
optional, she does not want to leave anything to 
chance, “having more information on your college 
application is better than having the minimum, in 
my opinion.”

Overall, seniors at LGHS value the opportunity to 
take the SAT at the high school. The testing date will 
help decrease the mountain of stress that students 
feel this year while completing their college applica-
tions during a worldwide pandemic. 

FORMER OAK PARK EAGLE: Buchanan poses for the camera. 

APTOS AUTHORITY: Students say admin handled the situation skillfully
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PAYING RESPECTS: Flowers cover the Aptos sign as citizens mour their loss. 
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SAFETY FIRST: Los Gatos Library reminds patrons of masking orders.

CHECKING THE BOXES: Many colleges require SAT/ACT tests.
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99.9 PERCENT OF GERMS: The Library provides hand santitizer for its visitors.
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As a final note, Buchanan expressed his excite-
ment about returning to in-person school: “We’re 
starting to settle into the routine of how school 
used to be before COVID, and that’s really nice      . 
. . it’s great to have kids on the school campus 
because the energy is so different now.” Despite 
the rocky start to a new school year, Principal 
Buchanan is looking forward to working at LGHS.
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