
SportS
Page 19

• 2021 Summer   
   Olympics still on
• Los Gatos sports  
   get an update El Gato • Friday, FEbruary 12, 2021 • los Gatos HiGH scHool • www.ElGatonEws.com

Fan ejected from NBA game Brady wins his seventh ring
by Michaela Thimot
National/World Editor

On Feb. 1, officials were forced to halt a Los 
Angeles Lakers vs. Atlanta Hawks basketball game 
to eject Instagram influencer Juliana Carlos and 
three of her friends after she removed her mask at 
her courtside seats and repeatedly heckled Lakers 
superstar LeBron James. 

J. Carlos broke the NBA’s policy when she 
removed her mask and her husband, Chris Carlos, got 
into a back-and-forth with James until the referees 
removed the couple from the game. As they and 
their two friends were escorted out of the arena, J. 
Carlos extended her middle finger and directed it 
towards the players and staff. 

Following the game, James spoke to SportsCen-
ter reporters about the incident, but despite the 
couple’s actions, he did not throw any additional 
shade towards spectators. 

“At the end of the day, I’m happy fans are back 
in the building,” he commented. “We as players 
need that interaction.” 

James also shared that the incident began with 
C. Carlos, but he did not believe they deserved to 
be kicked out of the building for engaging in the 
verbal argument. However, he did explain that he 
thinks “they could’ve probably kept it going and the 

game wouldn’t have been about the game no more, 
so I think the referees did what they had to do.”

J. Carlos contradicted James’ statements during 
multiple posts on her Instagram story the moment 
she exited the arena. She claimed she only shouted 
at James after he made comments about her hus-
band and cussed him out. Her story was filled with 
her shouting expletives directed at James and the 
referees who removed her from the game. James 
later added to the social media battle by jokingly 
tweeting, “Courtside Karen was MAD MAD!!” The 
Athletic reported that, due to the circumstances, 
the Hawks have launched an investigation into the 
events of the Monday night game. 

The day following her actions, J. Carlos apolo-
gized on social media for the entire incident. In her 
post, she noted that she takes “full responsibility” 
for crossing the line and feels that everything hap-
pened in the heat of the moment. In her apology, 
she remarked, “My husband is a huge sports fan and 
we’re passionate people, and let’s be real: sports 
wouldn’t be sports without a little trash-talking.”

Even with the disturbance during the game, 
the Lakers claimed victory over the Hawks winning 
107 to 99. James scored 21 points, and has greatly 
contributed to the Lakers currently being 16-6, 
while the Hawks are 10-10.  
(Sources: Today, People, Fox News)

NOTHING NEW: Lebron James has been heckled by many.

by Trent Bartlett
Sports Editor

On Sun. Feb, 9. The Tampa Bay Buccaneers beat 
the Kansas City Chiefs in Super Bowl LV 31-9. The 
match took place in Tampa, making history as the 
first time in Super Bowl history that a home team 
has played in their home stadium. 

The two teams both have superstar quarter-
backs: Patrick Mahomes for the Chiefs, and Tom 
Brady for the Buccaneers. The quarterbacks had 
faced off four times prior to the big game and had 
both won two out of the four games. However, at 
the Super Bowl, Tom Brady came out and showed 
his experience over Mahomes, winning his seventh 
Super Bowl ring — the most held by any player 
ever and more than any other individual NFL team.

The first quarter started with both teams punt-
ing, something neither had done much throughout 
the postseason. But the Chiefs were the first to 
score with a field goal to go up 3-0. Brady and the 
Buccaneers offense responded with a first quarter 
touchdown that saw Brady connect with Rob 
Gronkowski, the 13th touchdown between the two, 
the most ever between a quarterback and receiver. 
By the end of the first quarter, the score was 7-3.

The second quarter saw the Chiefs put up 
another three points, but it wasn’t enough con-
sidering the Buccaneers offense socred another 
two touchdowns, one caught by Gronkowski 
and another caught by Antonio Brown with just 

seconds left in the half. This touchdown caused an 
altercation between Brady and Chiefs safety Tyrann 
Mathieu, as Mathieu got flagged for unsportsmanlike 
conduct and Brady proceeded to confront him. The 
Bucs led at the half by a score of 21-6. The halftime 
show saw The Weeknd perform his popular songs in 
front of the limited crowd. 

The start of the second half saw the Chiefs 
receive the kickoff, but yet again they only mus-
tered a field goal throughout the whole quarter. 
The Buccaneers, however, kept rolling with Leonard 
Fournette scoring a rushing touchdown, and the 
Bucs adding a field goal to the scoreboard. The score 
at the end of the third was 31-9.

The fourth quarter saw Mahomes and the Chiefs 
try to rally from behind, but they fell short with 
the offense not scoring at all in the fourth quarter. 
This also meant that Mahomes threw zero touchdown 
passes and rushed for zero yards, only the second 
time ever in his career. However, the Chiefs defense 
did stop the Bucs from scoring in the fourth quarter. 
The game ended after a scoreless fourth quarter with 
the Buc’s victory.

Tom Brady was the Super Bowl MVP after throw-
ing for 203 yards, three touchdowns, and zero 
interceptions. The post game saw Brady and the 
Bucs hoist the Lombardi Trophy in front of their 
home crowd and put an end to one crazy season. 
(Sources: NFL, ABC, NY Times)

PLAY CALLING: Tom Brady leading his team in a game.

South Korean esports players continue to dominate
by Raphael Pelayo
Media Production Editor

Within the competitive esports scene, South 
Korean players have begun to dominate a large 
portion of major league games and have hun-
dreds of players exported to numerous teams 
across the globe. In the Overwatch League, a 
league with teams meant to represent major 
cities around the world such as the Shanghai 
Dragons or the Vancouver Titans, 88 of the 140 
active players hail from Korea. Despite this, 
Korea only represents 1 of the 20 teams in the 
league. Even the League’s 2020 champion team, 
the San Francisco Shock, featured seven Koreans 
out of the eleven players on their roster. 

Ultimately, the answer to why so many 
Korean players find themselves on the global 
scene comes from two reasons: culture and 
money. South Korea has a community that 
fosters gaming better than practically any other 
country in the world. Within the United States 

especially, many typically associate the activity 
with laziness or aggression, often discouraging 
potential players from entering the video game 
scene. However, within Korea, the pursuit of esports 
is encouraged. Many professional players come out 
of poverty by practicing throughout the day in 
cheap but competitive internet cafes. These cafes 
allow more people to enjoy high-level competition.

Despite having prize pools of millions of dollars 
and almost billion-dollar arenas, many companies 
dump significant amounts of money into esports 
for the purpose of advertising. With many games 
reaching viewership levels that rival the Super Bowl, 
organizations can afford to spend enormous amounts 
of money on putting their company’s name onto 
the back of t-shirts or embedded into the game’s 
coding. These include tech companies such as           
Alienware or energy drink companies such as Red 
Bull using strategic marketing within esports for 
maximum viewership. Due to a high concentration 
of viewers of esports coming from the United States, 
Europe, and China, companies funnel most of their 
money into these esports organizations, allowing 
them not only to spend a significant amount on 
owning more teams, but also for recruitment on 
foreign players. For example, teams like Team Sol-
oMid were given four million dollars to spend on 
recruiting multi-year contracts with esports for the 
duration of 2021. EMOTIONAL WIN: Esports player celebrates a victory.

These teams appear in a large majority of 
esports, including in League of Legends, the 
Starcraft series, Hearthstone, and many other 
MOBAs, as many Korean players flock towards 
the United States, Europe, and China for an 
opportunity to join one of their teams.
(Sources: Wired, The National Interest, SeoulZ)

EYES UP: Lebron playing against the Hawks before COVID.

PACKED CROWD: Prominent players play in front of fans.

WINNING TEAM: Buccaneers returning to play after a break.
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Japan continues with plans to host 2021 Tokyo Olympics 
by Raphael Pelayo
Media Production Editor

Two weeks ago, on Jan. 29, Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide 
Suga announced that he plans on having the postponed 2020 
Summer Olympics occur in Tokyo in 2021 regardless of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Despite increasing variants of the virus appearing across 
the globe and Japan experiencing a new wave of the virus spreading,   
the organizers of the Tokyo Olympics continue to take steps towards 
hosting the Olympics. 

They recently released the first of a series of playbooks for athletes 
and officials containing various protocols that they must follow to 
remain safe during the Olympics. The first playbook, which is about 
32 pages long, has left many people criticizing the continuation of 
the Olympics due to a lack of specific details in handling the situation 
and the worsening scenario of the virus. 

Despite significant public outcry, Prime Minister Suga decided to 
speak about the event during a virtual meeting at the World Economic 
Forum, saying, “I am determined to achieve the Games as a proof of 
human victory against the pandemic, a symbol of global solidarity and 
to give hope and courage around the world.” The Olympics’ organizers, 
the International Olympic Committee (IOC), also share similar beliefs 
as the Prime Minister, stating, “We have, at this moment, no reason 
whatsoever to believe that the Olympic Games in Tokyo will not open 
on the 23rd of July in the Olympic Stadium in Tokyo…. There is no 
Plan B.” In the event that the Olympics gets postponed again, the 
Committee could stand to lose approximately one billion dollars in 
television revenue.

Despite their ambitious plans, the IOC has yet to release any 
official plans regarding the testing, transportation, and competition 
for the roughly 10,000 players who plan on competing in the games, 
as well as the larger number of coaches and administrators who will 
be present. For both the Olympics and Paralympics to take place, 

significant strides in planning will need to occur prior to the event, 
and upcoming playbooks will be released as the dates of the event 
draw closer. It is likely that all public transportation for players will 
cease, and all players will need to test negative for COVID for several 
consecutive days prior to attending the event.

The Prime Minister has continued to speak about keeping the event 
as “safe and secure” as possible given the circumstances. Despite many 
Japanese citizens being against the continuation of the event for this 
year, the backlash has yet to impact the Prime Minister or IOC’s decision.
(Sources: NY Times, ESPN, ABC News)

BUSY SKYLINE: Tokyo is set to be the first Japanese city to host the Olympics.
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TIME TO CELEBRATE: The Olympic opening ceremony held in Rio de Janeiro.
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