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LGHS swim stays unbeaten All Star weekend takes place 
by Sophie Sullivan
Opinion Editor

The LGHS swimming and diving team is making a 
splash as it closes in on its abbreviated seven-week 
season, with both Varsity teams yet to lose a meet. 

In their first meet of the season on Feb. 26, 
four out of five teams proved victorious over Monta 
Vista, with only frosh/sophomore boys losing by a 
margin of 21 points. 

Although this year’s Wildcats are not participat-
ing in CCS or CIF state competitions, Varsity sisters 
Karly Frangieh (FR) and Zoe Frangieh (JR) both 
qualified for CCS with their 100 Free times. Karly’s 
52.14 swim also qualified her for CIF State consid-
erations. Senior and Varsity captain Matt Driscoll 
swam a 20.96 seconds 50 Free, qualifying him for 
All-American considerations.

Varsity girls and boys swimming qualified for CCS 
in this meet with their 400 Freestyle Relays. Both 
Frangiehs and sophomore Lily Van Putten joined 
junior Taylor Caplener in their qualifying 3:54.30 
400 Free Relay; Driscoll, junior Peyton Phillips, 
sophomore Tyler Newton and freshman Joshua 
Naim in their 3:26.47 relay.

The LGHS diving team also won against Monta 
Vista, with freshman Valeriya Bondarenko placing 
first at 248.10 points. Unlike swim, the diving 
team regularly competes at other schools with 
few to no complications, according to junior                            
Isabella Scalise-Royston.

“Diving competitions during COVID are actually 
pretty similar to previous years,” she stated. “The 
biggest differences are only being allowed to have 
two people with masks in a hot tub at once, and 
not being able to dive on the same board as the 
divers from the other teams.”

Los Gatos had an easy win against Los Altos 
High School the week after, with all four swim 
teams winning over the Eagles.

The Wildcats showed incredible teamwork and 
dedication this meet, with both the Varsity boys 
and girls teams swimming CCS qualifying times 
for their 200 Medley Relay races. Varsity girls 
swam a 1:57.73 200 Medley, and the Varsity boys 
swam a 1:45.80. 

The Wildcats took on Gunn High School last 
week; as of Mar. 15, coaches have not yet scored 
the meet and determined a winner. LGHS will take 
on Homestead today, Palo Alto on Tuesday, and 
Saratoga — their first and only away meet of the 
season — next Friday.

Varsity captain and senior Chris Hyder 
reflected upon the season as it approaches its 
close, noting that “This season, I have found the 
team to be even more like a team than usual.” 

Moving into the last week of the season, he 
mentioned that he’s “excited for the Senior Meet 
and our final meet at Saratoga. I think it’s gonna 
end the season in a very positive attitude.”

HANGING OUT: LGHS swim prepares for an upcoming race.

by Trent Bartlett
Sports Editor

This year’s National Basketball Association All 
Star weekend was set to look very different to the 
old weekend, and that it did. With the COVID-19 
pandemic still raging across America, it caused 
an unusual situation for the NBA and its players 
association, the NBPA. Both knew the importance 
of the week-long break that came with the All 
Star weekend, as it was a part of the schedule 
that came out in Nov. 2020. However when the 
schedule came out, they didn’t know if an All 
Star weekend would happen. Luckily for the NBA 
audience, one did take place. 

On Mar. 7, 2021, a compacted version of the 
weekend took place in the span of six hours. The 
event happened in Atlanta, Georgia, with limited 
attendance from family members of the All Stars, 
and fans. The event included the All Star game, 
skills challenge, three-point contest, and the dunk 
competition. The event unfortunately didn’t have 
the typical musical performances and fan involve-
ment due to Covid guidelines.

Many NBA players surprisingly stood against 
the game and asked the NBPA and NBA to allow 
players to stay safe at home and not have an All 
Star weekend. Such players included superstar, 
Lebron James, who stated “I have zero energy and 
zero excitement about an All-Star Game this year.”  

The first event of the weekend was the skills 
competition, which saw seven different NBA players 
compete and saw Domantas Sabonis take home the 
prize after beating Vucevic in the finals. After the 
skill challenge, the 3-point contest followed, which 
saw Steph Curry beat out six other top NBA 3-point 
shooters. Finally the dunk competition took place in 
place of the usual halftime show. It saw three com-
petitors battle it out with Anfernee Simons taking 
home the trophy, and set an amazing atmosphere 
for a great All Star game.  

The game saw Team Durant compete against 
Team James in a relatively new format that was 
introduced last season. This new format was imple-
mented to make the game more interesting and saw 
the NBA put forth one hundred thousand dollars 
for the winner of each quarter and three hundred 
thousand for the winner of the whole game, with 
the loser would also receive one hundred and fifty 
thousand to their chosen charity.

When the game tipped off a little past 5pm PST, 
Team James took an early lead that held for the 
whole game and saw all seven hundred thousand 
dollars go toward Lebron James’s chosen charity of 
Brotherhood Crusade.  

Although this year’s All Star weekend wasn’t 
what it usually was, it was still extremely enter-
taining and saw both teams donating money to a 
great cause. 
(Sources: The Undefeated, NBC, NBA, Sporting news)

FAN INTERACTION: CP3 meeting a fan during an activity.

Tiger Woods injured in a serious car accident in LA
by Senji Torrey
Media Production Editor

On Feb. 23, world-renowned golfer Tiger 
Woods crashed his car on the Palos Verdes 
Peninsula, crossing over the center divider and 
rolling off the side of the road near Blackhorse 
Road in the early morning.

Woods traveled down from his home in Flor-
ida to attend and host the Genesis Open, which 
took place from February 15 through the 21st 
at The Riviera Country Club. Though Woods did 
not compete, he hosted the event and stayed 
for the entirety of the tournament.

Two days after the tournament wrapped up, 
Woods was driving down Hawthorne Boulevard 
when he ostensively lost control of the tour-
nament-provided 2021 Genesis GV80 SUV and 
went off of the pavement, ending up 30 yards 
from the road. Fortunately, Woods was the only 
occupant in the vehicle, as well as the only 
individual involved in the impact. 

Los Angeles County Sheriff Department launched 
an investigation into the cause of the crash but has 
found no evidence of wrongdoing on Tiger Wood’s 
end. The inquiry included a search of the vehicle, 
evaluating Wood’s alcohol level, and more that 
eventually led LA County Sheriff Alex Villanueva to 
conclude that “This [crash] is purely an accident.”

Despite the severity of the crash, Woods only 
sustained injuries to his legs. In addition, the golfer 
had to be pulled out of his car by first-responders, 

whereupon he was transported to the Harbor-UCLA 
Medical Center. Upon medical inspection, chief med-
ical officer Dr. Anish Mahajan revealed that Woods 
had suffered open fractures to portions of his upper 
and lower tibia and fibula bones. Woods was later 
moved to the Cedar-Sinai medical facility, where he 
received additional procedures to address his injuries. 

The response from the sports community was 
extensive. Athletes from all sports chimed in their 
best wishes, including football stars Myles Garrett, 
Baker Mayfield, and former running back O.J. Simp-
son. Golfers also offered their condolences, including 
Justin Thomas, who spoke candidly during an inter-
view, saying “I just hope he’s alright. Just worried 
for his kids.”  

Many golfing fans are hoping to see Woods’ 
back out on the green again soon. However,                  
according to orthopedic surgeon Dr. Gregory Ten-
nant of Kaiser Permanente, Woods may not be                     
able to walk comfortably for the next year or more. 
For the first nine months, Woods will likely be focused EYES UP: Woods watches his ball after a huge drive.

on letting his body heal his lower extremities’ 
wounds, as well as limited physical therapy 
and rehab.

Even though his injuries are nothing short 
of severe, at 45 years of age, Woods is not 
looking to slow down for any longer than he 
has to and hopes to get the clubs swinging as 
soon as possible.
(Sources: LA Times, CNN, genesisinvatational.
com, Sporting News)

RACE READY: Hyder swims freesytle during a tough race.

GAME ON: Tiger and his caddy getting ready for the hole.

NOTHING NEW: Durant and Lebron as captains during 2014.
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NFL ODP hires the first female African American referee
by Senji Torrey
Media Production Editor

With the current calls for racial equality, many companies big and 
small have felt pressure to diversify their staff. One organization that 
has made efforts to achieve a higher level of diversity is the National 
Football League, which has now hired Maia Chaka — its first African 
American female referee.

Chaka is not new to the game of football. As a child, she         
enjoyed spending time at the Boys and Girls Club in her hometown of          
Rochester, where she would play, among other sports, football.  As a 
younger adult, Chaka officiated high school football games in Virginia 

Beach, and then quickly moved up the ranks to the Conference USA 
college circuit. Later on, she got promoted to the prestigious  PAC-12 
football conference. 

In 2014, Chaka made her first mark in history when she became 
the first black woman to officiate the FBS Fight Hunger Bowl game 
between BYU and Washington. Chaka shared the day’s reffing duties 
with another female pioneer, Sarah Thomas, who is the first woman 
to ever be an on-field NFL referee.

Despite the fact that most college football players spend a maxi-
mum of four years in college before going into the NFL, Chaka—and 
almost every other NFL referee — took a longer path to the top. After 
officiating with the PAC-12 conference for many years, Chaka got her 
first taste of professional football as a sideline referee for the XFL’s 
short-lived 2020 season. After this first professional experience, Chaka 
went back to referee PAC-12 football for the fall season. 

During all of this time, Chaka was building her portfolio for the NFL 
Officiating Development Program, ODP, the league’s sub-organization 
that determines who gets to be an NFL official. The program is built 
to narrow down potential candidates for officiating jobs, and getting 
into the program is an achievement in itself. 

The ODP also coordinates the number of officials on its roster, 
which amounts to 121 people in total. Despite a large number 
of referees in circulation, only retirement or termination due to 
certain cases of repeated offenses of bad calls can make space                                            

for new officials. Because of this, it is not uncommon for qualified 
officials, regardless of gender or race, like Chaka to be on the bench 
for many years before their name is called.

Chaka joined the ODP in 2014, and after over six years of proving 
herself, she finally got the call. NFL executive Vice President of Football 
Operations Tony Vincent gave Chaka the life-changing call on March 1.

After getting the call, Chaka expressed disbelief. She described her 
emotions during the call, saying “When the call first came through, 
I thought it was reviewing a few things or to just check-in. and it 
ended up being ‘Welcome to the NFL!’ and I was just ecstatic, jumping 
up and down.”
(Sources: ESPN, Rochester First, NBC, NY Post)
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MAIN SPEAKER: Chaka talking at college about her uprising and unique story .

BETTER TOGETHER: NFL referees walk off the field after officiating a game.
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