
the morning” for the time being. He also acknowl-
edged that, while his times increased during the 
dormant season, attending high school practices 
has helped him bring his times closer to the level 
he desires. 

When asked where his passion for water sports 
arose from, Tyler cited his parents’ early encour-
agement and his brothers’ affinity for swimming 
along with three reasons of his own: “The people, 
beating other people, and improving [my] times.” 
His favorite stroke to swim is freestyle, which he 
spends the most time practicing, and he excels at 
mid-distance and distance events. As a freshman, 
Newton’s time in the 500-yard freestyle event made 
the cut for CCS competitions by over six seconds. 
He accredits a couple of people with his success, 
some being DACA coaches Mike Allegretti and 
Christian Bonner and others being the friends who 

have encouraged him during his journey. In 
fact, “socializing” is one of the major 

reasons swimming has been so 
rewarding for Newton.

When he isn’t swim-
ming, Newton likes to 

play video games, read 
books, or watch tele-
vision. He appreciates 
science fiction and 
science as a sub-
ject in general, and 
he just completed a 
thrilling psychologi-

cal video game called 
Omori. At the moment, 

he’s looking to put his all 
into the rest of the season 

and hopes to continue crushing 
the opposition underwater in college.

by Maya Gomez
People Editor

Whether he is playing the clarinet, exploring behind the scenes 
theater work, or leading his boat during rowing practice, 17-year-old 
Justin Renner always goes above and beyond. A hardworking indi-
vidual, Renner lives in Los Gatos with his mom, dad, younger brother, 
his dog Rocky, and cat Button.

Renner has dedicated himself to the art of music, having been 
introduced to the clarinet in the fifth grade. He performed in both 
the Jazz Band and Marching Band at Raymond J. Fisher Middle School 
before becoming a Wildcat. Now in his junior year, Renner is a proud 
member of the Los Gatos High School Wind Ensemble. 

by Delaney Brown
Opinion Editor

“Shining star” and “musical prodigy” 
are just a few modest phrases 
that encapsulate senior 
Olivia Heumann’s essence 
as she constantly wows 
audiences with her 
i nc re d i b l e  vo c a l  
performances. This 
awe-inspiring senior 
dedicates her talent 
to many different 
aspects of the music 
industry whether it 
be performing for lead 
roles in local musicals, 
studying complicated 
music theory, or even writing 
and producing her own songs. 

Heumann first got into music 
“because [her] mom is a vocal coach at her 
own studio so [she’s] always been really involved 
with all things music.” After training with her 
mother from a young age, as well as attending a 
variety of dance classes, she chose to begin her 
pursuit into the world of musical theater because 
it “really brought all of my interests together in a 
super fun way.” Heumann attended her first audi-
tion at the age of seven at the local musical theater 
company, Sunnyvale Community Players. From the 
second she first felt the bright stage lights on her 
face she knew, “this is my main thing; this is what 
true happiness and excitement feels like.”

Heumann got her first lead role during her 
freshman year of high school when she played 
the iconic Jo in the hit musical production, Little 
Women. She described this experience as “a lot 
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more taxing than any of the roles I had played 
in the past. It required a lot of extra rehearsal 

and practice, but it was so reward-
ing.” This production became 

a substantial turning point 
within Heumann’s connec-

tion with the complex 
acting that comes with 
such a demanding 
role. She discovered 
that “even though 
you’re playing a 
character, you’re 
playing all these 
different sides of 

your own personality 
and honestly just feels 

like you’re truly in touch 
with yourself, which is kind 

of magical.”
Throughout Heumann’s journey 

with this theatrical art form, she has 
discovered both a unique community of constant 
love and support as well as confidence within her 
own ability. Because of this, she pushed herself 
to pursue a more commercial style when it comes 
to her own music. Over the course of the last few 
years, Heumann has begun work on an album 
composed of completely original material spanning 
many different genres including pop, alternative, 
and rock. 

With the help of her extensive knowledge in 
the world of music theory, the emerging singer and 
songwriter has “cultivated a sound that I am really 
proud of and can’t wait to eventually put out.” 
Make sure to watch out for Huemann as she takes 
the music world by storm and climbs the precipice 
of musical success.

by Jordan Chan
News Editor

Los Gatos High School sophomore Tyler New-
ton’s parents threw him into a swimming pool when 
he was just a few months old. Less than three years 
later, he entered his first swimming competition. 
Today, he swims for the LGHS Varsity Team, as 
well as the San Jose Cabana club and the De Anza 
Cupertino Aquatics (DACA) club. 

Serving as an asset to his team, Newton par-
ticipated in the first swim meet of the high school 
season on Feb. 26. Although he feels as though he 
could have done better on the individual events, he 
stated that he did “surprisingly well” in the relay 
event, one of his favorite aspects of swim meets. 
You “have your whole team cheering for you [and] 
they want you to win,” Newton explained. “Relays 
are the best.” Last year, after just two meets, 
Newton had his season cut short by the COVID-
19 pandemic, but he’s ready to take 
on this year despite the “strange 
sensation” that comes with 
being back on campus.

The pandemic has 
drastically affected 
Newton’s swimming 
experience. Although 
he has returned to 
campus to swim for 
the high school, he 
hasn’t returned to 
DACA because of the 
limited capacity of its 
facilities at this time. 
Newton admits that, while 
he has enjoyed swimming for 
DACA, he is also grateful that he 
does “not [have to] wake up at four in 

Newton dives into swim seasonHeumann sings her heart out

Renner rows his way to success
Along with band, another one of Renner’s true passions in life is 

theater tech. “In the summer I usually work at a theater organization 
called LGYT [Los Gatos Youth Theater]. I do a bunch of tech stuff for 
them, everything from sound and lighting to special effects. I work 
on all the behind the scenes stuff and sets.” He is very passionate 
about theater tech and “would enjoy pursuing [it] later in life as a 
potential job.” Renner is also particularly interested in sound and 
lighting engineering, and music production as well. 

 When he isn’t practicing the clarinet for the LGHS Wind Ensem-
ble or exploring the intricate world of theater tech, Renner spends 
time grinding away at his school work, dedicating many hours to his 
online classes.“I’m better going off my own schedule versus a pre-
planned schedule that I have to go off of.” He added that, although 
he enjoys the newfound control over his schedule, “[he] needs that 
person-to-person interaction to recharge [himself] after and in 
between classes.” 

Currently, Renner is taking advantage of the opportunity to 
socialize with his teammates at his Los Gatos Rowing Club (LGRC) 
practices. Having started rowing in the seventh grade, he revealed 
that the difficulty of the sport was what intrigued him. “You 
need to be strong, but you also have to have a sense of balance, a  
sense of discipline, and measured movements… rowing pushes not only  
your physical barriers, but your mental barriers” Despite their com-
petitions being put on hold, Renner and his teammates have been  
practicing six days a week, competing within their team. He  
works to improve each day, as he hopes to pursue the sport at a 
collegiate level.

Alongside the enjoyment of the sport itself, Renner finds comfort in 
the support and connection within his team. He explained, “The LGRC 
is very inclusive. It feels more like a family than a team. I’m positive 
that most of the friendships that I’ve developed from the club will 
last beyond high school.” Some of these friendships include students 
from various schools around the Bay Area.

A dedicated young man, Renner is undoubtedly going to go far in 
life. Whether pursuing music, rowing, or theater tech, his determina-
tion and fortitude will lead him to great places.

by Ethan Sanders
People Editor

If you were to take a rugged mountain dude, Aquaman, and the If you were to take a rugged mountain dude, Aquaman, and the 
sweetest golden retriever ever and put them all in a blender, the sweetest golden retriever ever and put them all in a blender, the 
resulting mixture would be senior resulting mixture would be senior Harrison BrownHarrison Brown. An avid back-. An avid back-
packer, surfer, traveler, leader, and all-around do-gooder, Brown is packer, surfer, traveler, leader, and all-around do-gooder, Brown is 
who you would want by your side in a zombie apocalypse, or maybe who you would want by your side in a zombie apocalypse, or maybe 
just on your next camping trip.just on your next camping trip.

While many of us struggle to walk up two flights While many of us struggle to walk up two flights 
of stairs without taking a breather, Brown hikes of stairs without taking a breather, Brown hikes 
and scales up mountains for fun. He has been an and scales up mountains for fun. He has been an 
outdoorsman all his life, but just this past summer, outdoorsman all his life, but just this past summer, 
Brown began to take backpacking seriously and has Brown began to take backpacking seriously and has 
since become an adept mountaineer. The self-named since become an adept mountaineer. The self-named 
“sucker for the Sierras” thoroughly enjoys exploring, “sucker for the Sierras” thoroughly enjoys exploring, 
you guessed it, the Sierra Nevada Mountain Range you guessed it, the Sierra Nevada Mountain Range 
that runs along the eastern border of California. that runs along the eastern border of California. 
Some of Brown’s favorite places to backpack in the Some of Brown’s favorite places to backpack in the 
Sierras are Garnet and Thousand Island Lakes; he is Sierras are Garnet and Thousand Island Lakes; he is 
never satisfied, however. Brown recently obtained a never satisfied, however. Brown recently obtained a 
permit to take on the entire John Muir Trail which permit to take on the entire John Muir Trail which 
stretches 250 miles from Yosemite Valley all the way stretches 250 miles from Yosemite Valley all the way 
to the base of Mt. Whitney, a trail that this ambi-to the base of Mt. Whitney, a trail that this ambi-
tious woodsman plans to complete in just 17 days.tious woodsman plans to complete in just 17 days.

Brown appreciates the challenge of an intense Brown appreciates the challenge of an intense 
climb but disclosed that it’s not the dangerous climb but disclosed that it’s not the dangerous 
adventures that he always goes looking for. “I adventures that he always goes looking for. “I 
prefer to take the time to appreciate the beauty of prefer to take the time to appreciate the beauty of 
my surroundings than to go out and ‘conquer the my surroundings than to go out and ‘conquer the 
mountain,’” Brown confessed, “getting out in nature mountain,’” Brown confessed, “getting out in nature 
makes me feel very present, vulnerable even, and makes me feel very present, vulnerable even, and 
simply being there is how I like to disconnect and simply being there is how I like to disconnect and 
enjoy the moment I’m in.” enjoy the moment I’m in.” 

If he’s not ascending thousands of feet in elevation, If he’s not ascending thousands of feet in elevation, 
you can find Brown down at sea level, riding waves. you can find Brown down at sea level, riding waves. 
Although he is relatively new to surfing, the nature Although he is relatively new to surfing, the nature 
guru has picked up the sport faster than most, perhaps guru has picked up the sport faster than most, perhaps 
due to his past experience in the water as a rower. due to his past experience in the water as a rower. 
While rowing and surfing may not be too similar, the While rowing and surfing may not be too similar, the 
athleticism Brown developed in a rowboat certainly athleticism Brown developed in a rowboat certainly 
transferred over to the surfboard.transferred over to the surfboard.

All of Brown’s athletic endeavors continue to push All of Brown’s athletic endeavors continue to push 
him towards his goal of becoming a triathlon compet-him towards his goal of becoming a triathlon compet-
itor and dream of completing an Iron Man race, but in itor and dream of completing an Iron Man race, but in 
the meantime, Brown has his efforts set more locally the meantime, Brown has his efforts set more locally 
within LGHS. As one of the two ASB senior class spirit within LGHS. As one of the two ASB senior class spirit 
representatives, Brown works tirelessly to lead the representatives, Brown works tirelessly to lead the 
class of 2021 to a fun, albeit unconventional, final class of 2021 to a fun, albeit unconventional, final 
year at Los Gatos. Due to the pandemic, many of the year at Los Gatos. Due to the pandemic, many of the 
spirit rep’s stoke-filled plans got shut down; however, spirit rep’s stoke-filled plans got shut down; however, 
Brown is formulating a COVID-safe, end of year spirit Brown is formulating a COVID-safe, end of year spirit 
rally that he hopes will be able to give the senior class rally that he hopes will be able to give the senior class 
“the sendoff they deserve.”“the sendoff they deserve.”

After having ice-picked his way up a glacier, shred-After having ice-picked his way up a glacier, shred-
ded more gnar than you can fathom, and upgraded the ded more gnar than you can fathom, and upgraded the 
swag levels of the senior class, we can only guess what swag levels of the senior class, we can only guess what 
Brown’s next adventure will be, but we can be sure it Brown’s next adventure will be, but we can be sure it 
will be breathtaking.will be breathtaking.

Brown flourishes in nature
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