
by Alia Arafeh 
Editorial Editor

HBO released part two of the long-awaited 
Euphoria special episode on Jan. 24, and it blew 
away all expectations. Both parts take place on 
Christmas Eve and the writers structured them in 
the same way; Jules and 
Rue have long, meaning-
ful conversations that 
reveal new perspec-
tives. The two parts 
complement each 
other and are full 
of important ideas 
and self-discovery for 
both the characters 
and the audience.

In part one, Rue 
spends her Christmas 
Eve in a diner having 
a conversation with her 
sponsor, Ali. The entire 
episode, which spans nearly 
an hour, focuses on the two as 
they discuss sobriety, relation-
ships, religion, and the meaning 
of life. I thought that an entire 
episode of two people talking would 
be boring, but the writers cleverly kept 
the conversation engaging and the audience listen-
ing intently. Ali touches on important topics, such 
as whether or not Rue truly wanted to stay sober, 
and the meaning of a true revolution. 

At one point in the episode, Ali takes a call 
from his daughter and reveals he deals with his 
own personal struggles. Before, Ali seemed perfect 
and fully healed, but Rue and the audience realize 
that is not the case. This revelation provides a new 
awareness to the truth behind addiction, again 
bringing the show to a new level of depth.

The first season of Euphoria did not fully touch 
on Rue’s recovery or the truth behind her relation-
ship with Jules. It focuses more on the drama of 
high school and the other characters as a whole, 
but part one of the two special episodes fills in 
where I felt the season was lacking. It delves into 

the nuances that writers glossed over in the first 
season and brings real issues to light. 

Part two shows how Jules spends her 
Christmas Eve: talking to a 
therapist after her dad forces 

her to leave New York. Jules dis-
cusses her relationship with Rue 
and reflects on her past traumas, 
including struggles she has with 

her own mother, who suffers 
from substance abuse. She 
mentions the pressure 
she feels to help Rue stay 
sober and connects that 

to her relationship with 
her mother.

Both Hunter Schafer’s 
and Zendaya’s perfor-
mances in the special 
show their passion for 
the story and the skill 

they have as actresses. In addition, Schafer 
wrote much of the script for her episode, part 

two. She clearly illustrates her understanding of 
the character and own personal connections to 
the story. The shifts from past, present, future, 
and imagination are perfectly timed and work to 
improve the impact of the conversation.

Euphoria is known for its cinematography and 
writing, and the two special parts of the episode 
highlight these aspects. A lot of thought and 
work went into making the episodes from the 
producers, writers, and actors and actresses, and 
it truly paid off.

Cruzadores del Sur: Two dudes, two motorcycles, some surf-
boards, and one beat-up wetsuit. These are the heroes of Deus Ex 
Machina’s spectacular short film, Cruzadores del Sur. Accompanied 
by a delightful soundtrack and dazzling shots of Baja California, 
Cruzadores del Sur follows a spunky pair of friends past the 
United States’ southern border as they search for 
untouched single track to shred on their dirt bikes 
and majestically seductive waves to surf. If you can 
spare a few minutes to watch a video and the rest 
of the day to daydream about dropping everything 
and adventuring along the Mexican coast with 
your best friend, then this documentary filled 
with goofy-goodness and beautiful aesthetics is 
your cup of tea.
 -Ethan Sanders, People Editor

Just For Today: On Jan. 25, singer 
and songwriter Claire 
Cottril, also known 
as Clairo, released a 
song on her Insta-
gram titled Just 
for Today. She 
published the 
song via IGTV, 
and the lyrics 

depict her battle with mental health issues and the struggle 
to maintain positivity in quarantine. Fans are obsessing 
over Just for Today because they can relate to the 
narrative and they enjoy her indie-pop theme. 
The song has not been released on streaming 

platforms, but I have found 
myself going back to her Ins-
tagram again and again to 
listen to Cottril’s vocals and 
soft guitar notes.
-Alexandra Evans, 
News Editor

Don’t Blame Me: If you 
are looking for wholesome 

content, Don’t Blame Me is 
the podcast for you. Don’t Blame Me is a 

call-in advice podcast, 
where Megan Rienks, 
an actress and internet 
personality, collaborates 
with Melisa D Mont to 
give advice based on 
their personal expe-
riences. Both women 
g i ve  t hought f u l , 

by Cara Davidson
Public Relations Manager

Recently, I switched from the tried and true 
Apple Music to Spotify as my main music source. 
And I love it. Spotify makes epic playlists tailored 
perfectly to you with songs that you will actually 
like based on what songs you share, like, stream, 
save, and have similarities to others’ music tastes. 
I hate to say it, 
but I’m not mad at 
my phone tracking 
what I like when 
it comes to music; 
instead, I appreci-
ate the new songs. 

My new favor-
ite activity is going 
to Spotify home 
and browsing the 
categories “Based 
on your recent 
listening,” “New 
releases for you,” 
or “Recommended 
for today.” Spotify 
genuinely seems 
to know me better 
than some of my 
friends do. 

Just kidding. But my friends would have 
never found me these cool artists. I even enjoy 
looking at the artists Spotify recommends who 
are similar to artists I listen to frequently. It is 
honestly such a great way to discover new artists  
whom you would never have found otherwise. 
Spotify introduced me to Phoebe Bridgers, Sales, 
and my new favorite artist, Soccer Mommy  
(interesting name, but very cool music). I’m 
listening to a “For you” album as I write  
this article. 

I even find music that I would have never 
thought of listening to, but once I’m halfway 
through the song, I think, “Wait a minute. This is 
kind of not bad.” Then I end up listening to it for 
the next week straight. I mean, come on. I would 
have never created an “Instrumentals” playlist if it 
weren’t for Spotify’s recommended albums. There are 
no words in these songs, yet somehow I love them. 

They’re great to 
listen to while 
doing homework 
— no distract-
ing vocals. 

And let’s not 
forget Spotify’s 
recommended 
songs based on 
playlists. If you 
scroll to the 
very bottom 
of playlists, it 
shows “recom-
mended songs 
based on the 
songs of this 
playlist.” I am 
never disap-
pointed. It’s 

almost as if it’s a music company that knows what 
songs are similar! Innovative. 

This is becoming a Spotify support article, 
and honestly, I’m here for it. After months of 
being an avid Apple Music preacher, I admit 
that I am now a Spotify supporter. Truthfully, I 
have never grown my music taste so fast. I went 
from listening to what was on the radio to what 
I actually like. I found out that I actually like 
listening to music. News flash, past Cara: you like 
music, you just hadn’t found the right genre yet.  
Thanks Spotify. 
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Poet laureate Amanda Gorman delivers powerful piece
by Lexi Kupor
Public Relations Manager

At the 59th Presidential Inauguration, 
22-year-old Amanda Gorman chronicled 
a paradoxical aggregate of anguish, loss, 
hope, and optimism when she described 
America as “a nation that isn’t broken, 
but simply unfinished.” Her short 
but infinitely impactful performance 
of “The Hill We Climb” captured the 
essence of a focal moment in which the 
United States aims to pivot from strife  
to synthesis.

To craft her piece, Gorman began by 
studying the works and rhetoric of dic-
tion virtuosos including Maya Angelou, 
Winston Churchill, Martin Luther King., 
Jr, and Robert Frost. She completed the 
final draft the night after the Capitol 
insurrection earlier last month, draw-
ing on themes of widespread rancor in a 
“never-ending shade” and echoing Biden’s 
calls for unity and empathy nationwide.

Gorman’s own pathway to the 
present did not lack adversity, 
however. Growing up with a speech 
impediment, she found it difficult 

to pronounce specific words and sounds, yet this setback ultimately  
strengthened her pull to the field of poetry. She emphasized the fact 
that “Maya Angelou was mute growing up as a child, and she grew 
up to deliver the inaugural poem for President Bill Clinton,” adding  
that “there is a real history of orators who 
have had to struggle with a type 
of imposed voicelessness, you 
know, having that stage in 

the inauguration.”
A recent Harvard gradu-

ate and the youngest inau-
gural poet in US history, 

Gorman is no stranger 
to notable achieve-

ment. At age 
16, she received 

the title of Los 
Angeles Youth Poet 
Laureate before going 

on to become the first 
ever National Youth 

Poet Laureate. Her 
powerful words have 
previously graced the rooms of the 
Library of Congress and the Lincoln 
Center. Soon after her performance 
at the Inauguration, she gained a 
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EGR: Staff members review their favorite documentaries, podcasts, and more
candid, and hilari-

ous advice con-
cerning mental 
health, rela-

tionships, sexu-
ality, and more. 

Don’t Blame Me is a 
safe place for all lis-

teners, where Rienk and 
Mont laugh at their wacky 

life experiences and make 
tricky situations just a little 

bit less stressful. The episodes, which come out every 
Monday, are sure to entertain anyone.

-Sonali Muthukrishnan, National/World Editor
Fate: The Winx Saga: Whether you’re watching them grow 

their magical abilities or protect their school from the burned ones, 
teenagers Bloom, Musa, Stella, Terra, and Aisha will undoubtedly 
leave you in awe each and every time they enter your screen. Fate: 
The Winx Saga stars Abigail Cowen as 16-year-old fire fairy Bloom 
and her classmates at the Alfea School for Fairies and Specialists. 
Throughout the six episodes, the viewers get to experience the 
students’ teenage years, whether they are running from monsters 
or uncovering the secrets of Alfea.
-Maya Gomez, People Editor
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representation agreement with IMG Models and later announced 
her upcoming performance at the Super Bowl pre-show. In addition, 
Gorman continues work on three books under Penguin Random House 

publishers. Her poetry collection, 
also entitled The Hill 

We Climb, will 
be released 
in Septem-

ber along with 
a  ch i ld rens ’ 

book — entitled 
Change Sings — 

illustrated by previ-
ous Obama book artist 

Loren Long.
Gorman consistently 

credits her past experi-
ences and her strong 
support system for her 

continued success. Her trea-
sured mission and values are 

eloquently summarized through 
her pre-performance ritual mantra:  

“I am the daughter of Black writers, who are descended from 
Freedom Fighters, who broke the chains who changed the world.  
They call me.”
(Sources: NY Times, NPR, Town & Country, TheAmandaGorman.com)
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Alaina Fox
looks great!


