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 Kay Mount began her teaching career in 1997, and has served as a Saratoga 
High School administrator, Director of Curriculum and Instruction, assis-
tant principal, and instructional coach. This marks her fourth year teaching 
English at LGHS. In her free time, Mount writes essays and poetry; she also 
enjoys painting, singing, and song-writing. According to Kay, she’s proudest 
of her two children, her work in staff leadership at SHS, and her identity and 
journey as a transgender woman. 
 When asked what advice she would give to the young women in our com-
munity, Mount stated: “Don’t be afraid to move into your own power or follow 
that still small voice within. Listening to and following the guidance of 
our deepest self is not without its risk, and though sometimes others won’t 
understand or want to go with us, that’s okay. Above all else, faith in oneself 
is an act of self-love and the gifts from following that can be life changing.”

- Sasha Ryu, Editor-in-Chief
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 Whether it’s in the classroom or on the pool deck, LGHS teacher and coach 
Rachel Peters brings her love for education with her wherever she goes. In her 
18th year of teaching at LG, Peters instructs her AP Physics students, helps 
coach the swim team, and assists people aspiring to be teachers at San Jose 
State. One educator she has worked closely with is YouTube scientist Mark 
Rober, not only teaching him what it takes to be a teacher, but providing 
opportunities to LG students to learn how he makes science fun. Peters con-
tinues to inspire the town of Los Gatos as she dedicates her time to exploring 
new avenues to advance the LGHS science department and the community as 
a whole.
- Lucy Holland, Culture Editor
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 A Brazil native and peer-to-peer education virtuoso, LGHS librarian Mari-
ana Cozzella personifies inclusivity, resilience, and versatility. After globe-
trotting in Sao Paulo and Montreal, Cozzella began her time at Los Gatos by 
volunteering regularly within the school district before “the peer-to-peer 
work found [her]” by way of an open position. She naturally transformed 
the department into a vibrant, diverse space that works to challenge social 
paradigms and delve into stigmatized areas of conversation. Cozzella lives by 
three simple inquiries: “Do I believe in what this stands for? Am I helping 
others? Am I growing from doing it?...Seeing [students] grow is how I person-
ally answer YES to those three questions.”
- Lexi Kupor, Public Relations Manager
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 The Los Gatos community is truly lucky to have Wendy Meyer as the dance 
teacher at Raymond J. Fisher Middle School (RJF). “I fell in love with dance 
because it felt natural, and it was a way for me to express myself,” Meyer 
explained. When she volunteered to teach dance at her middle school during 
her free period in high school, Meyer unveiled another natural passion close 
to her heart: teaching. After eight year at RJF, Meyer’s gift for teaching con-
tinues to help students grow their confidence, not just as dancers but 
as people. 
 Her own middle school dance teacher inspired Meyer to explore the vast 
world of dance. By fusing together her loves for dance and education while 
integrating her contagious kindness, that tradition of inspiration flourishes 
in the LG community. Meyer has introduced a great number of students to 
the athletic art of dance. Along with covering technique, Meyer focuses 
on embedding the beloved Fisher dance motto, “Dance to express, not to 
impress,” into the curriculum by constantly reminding students they, “have 
something unique to offer, and the world needs to see your interpretation, 
not a rendition of someone else’s. Focus on being you. That will lead to the 
best result.” 
- Jenna Roselli, Center Editor
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 In addition to her experience in civil litigation, Los Gatos Town Council 
Member Barbara Spector served for decades as a high school English teacher 
and a Political Science professor at Cabrillo College. In 2003, Spector received 
the Santa Clara County Bar Association’s highest honor, the Salsman Award, 
for her “exemplary service in the legal community.” The Northern California 
ADR has also recognized her as Super Lawyer of the Year on three separate 
occasions. In addition, Spector has received certifications as a mediator and 
negotiator from Harvard Law School. A champion of gender equality, Spector 
continues to employ her extensive expertise as a litigator and an educator to 
create a brighter future for the children of Los Gatos. 
- Sasha Ryu, Editor-in-Chief
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 LGHS French teacher Nikki Lewycky is nothing but passionate about con-
necting with her students and inspiring those around her with her drive and 
charm. She has been teaching for 22 years and has been a part of the LGHS 
staff for the past 15 years. Her first few years of teaching were spent as an 
English teacher, but she quickly switched to French because of her love of the 
language. Lewycky devotes much of her time to volunteering at her daugh-
ter’s school, and she is passionate about women’s rights activism. Even over 
zoom classes, Lewycky feels that, “connecting with [my students] is natural. 
It’s the happiest part of my job.”
- Michaela Thimot, National/World Editor
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 We know her as the Mayor of Los Gatos and the Executive Director of 
CASSY, but Marico Sayoc has also been a US-Mexico Program Manager for 
the EPA, a John Heinz Environmental Fellow, and the Program Manager of 
the Natural Resources Defense Council. Throughout her time in public office, 
Sayoc has served as one of the most prominent and fearless voices advocating 
for the advancement of racial equality and women’s rights in the community. 

- Sasha Ryu, Editor-in-Chief
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 An LGHS graduate turned English teacher, Culinary Arts instructor, then 
Head Principal, Assistant Principal Kristina Grasty has served the Los Gatos 
community seemingly in more ways than humanly possible. Beloved by teach-
ers and students alike, Grasty is perhaps known best for her years-long efforts 
to strengthen school unity and provide healthier meals in the cafeteria. A 
kind and comforting voice within the school, Grasty sets a heartwarming 
example with the radical and genuine empathy she offers to every student 
at LGHS.
- Sasha Ryu, Editor-in-Chief
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