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In the age of social 
media and, more specifi-
cally, TikTok, I’ve gained 
awareness of an issue that 
has existed for a long time 
but has become increas-
ingly more prevalent. It 
seems that, when it comes 

to hobbies and passions, women can’t seem to 
express any personal enjoyment without receiving 
criticism for it. 

For example, if you enjoy video games, you’re 
doing it to be “the cool girl,” trying to impress 
your guy friends. If you’re “girly,” you’re playing 
up your femininity to attract men. If you enjoy 
mainstream fashion trends, you’re “basic,” and 
if you dress alternatively you are “trying to be 
quirky.” If you don’t wear makeup, you’re trying 
to show men you’re natural and if you do, you’re 
trying to make yourself look good for men. If you 
enjoy playing the guitar, you’re just 
trying to be interesting; you aren’t 
really a pro. The list goes on. 

Should a woman dare express 
an interest in a male-dominted 
area, she’ll be interrogated 
for her expertise so we 
can tell if she is “posing” 
or not.  It seems that a 
woman simply cannot 
have an interest or a per-
sonality trait without being 
scrutinized through the lens of a 
male viewpoint. A woman’s level 
of validity in a certain interest 
depends on whether or not it can be inter-
preted as a ploy to attract men, and given this 
framing, which nearly everything is. Our identity 

if she so chooses, is expected to wear her hijab 
in front of any men aside from her husband, 

brothers, uncles, father, grandfathers, 
and young children. Wearing a heads-

carf demonstrates self-respect and 
a full devotion to Islam. If 
her father or other family 
members force a woman 
to cover herself, it ulti-
mately defeats the 
purpose. In addition, 
if a woman, at any 
time for any reason, 
decides to take off 
her hijab, it is a very 

personal and informed deci-
sion she must make on her 
own, not a spur of the moment 
“hijab reveal.”

 In addition, while some 
Muslim households may have strict 
rules, being strict is not exclusive to 
Muslim parents. In shows and movies, 
the Muslim characters are singled out 

as the uptight kids with strict parents. They have to sneak out to 
parties and wear modest clothing; however, many first-generation 
Muslim Americans have more freedom than that, and if not, that lack 
of freedom is based on culture, not religion. Many of the common 
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Disney’s The Muppet 
Show started streaming 
on Disney+ on Feb. 19. 
Upon its release, Disney 
made a clear statement 
describing how a select 
number of the episodes 
of the show now include 

content warnings for offensive content, pro-
motion of racist ideas, nega-
tive stereotypes, 
d e m e a n i n g 
another culture, 
etc. Some cable news 
stations have claimed 
that some of these warn-
ings are unnecessary, but 
these warnings are crucial 
to better educating our soci-
ety and have the potential to 
make a positive and lasting impact.

Some of the warnings for certain 
episodes include, “this program includes 
negative depictions and/or mistreat-
ment of people or cultures,” and “these 
stereotypes were wrong then and are 
wrong now.” These warnings not only 
raise awareness of the issues that were 
deemed okay during the time that they 
were airing, they also empower viewers 
to start communicating about these 
difficult topics. The best way to fix 
the issues within the Muppets, 
and other movies with embedded 
offensive content, is to talk about them.

The content warnings are necessary to explain 
Disney’s wishes to continue to fight against racial 
injustice, discrimination, and stereotypes. If 
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As a Muslim American 
consuming a large amount 
of American media, I 
often notice an incred-
ibly common yet dis-
gustingly inaccurate 
trope in many shows 
and movies. This sto-

ryline consists of a Muslim individual, whom 
their family oppresses, and often includes the 
much exploited “hijab reveal.” Though represen-
tation is important, instances where the Islamic 
religion is belittled and wrongly depicted are worse 
than having no representation at all. Because 
this trope is common in the media, Americans 
have a skewed perception of what Islam and 
wearing a hijab truly means. This type of 
negative representation needs to stop and 
instead be replaced by a more accurate 
portrayal of Islam.

First, the depicton of Islam on television 
is inaccurate. Wearing a hijab is not a sign 
of oppression; rather it is a choice made by the wearer to demonstrate 
modesty and devotion to God. It is very uncommon for a woman’s family 
to force her to wear a headscarf, and even more uncommon for her to 
willingly take it off in public or in front of a man. In reality, a woman, 
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If you’ve found yourself annoyed at 
Netflix lately, perhaps because they took off 
your favorite show or 
only seem to offer 
low quality Netflix 
originals, you’re not 
alone. After Netflix 
removed One Tree 

Hill when I was seven seasons in, this is my 
revenge: a scathing article that will singlehand-
edly shut the entire company down (sorry if 
your parents work there; this is not about 
them). Netflix is going downhill, and com-
petition like Peacock and Disney+ will soon 
outpace the streaming service that once held 
a monopoly in the entertainment industry. 

At first, Netflix’s purging of shows didn’t 
generate too much anger or resistance. How-
ever, after removing staple shows like Friends 
and The Office, many subscribers are now 
wondering what the streaming service has left to offer. Netflix’s 
attempts at original movies like Tall Girl and The Kissing Booth were 
not much. In fact, the only reason they were successful is because of 

attributes given to Muslim characters are based on an outdated image 
of Middle-Eastern culture. Islam preaches equality, understanding, and 

compassion, and it argues against sexism, 
not the opposite.  

Because the only common 
representation Muslims get is inac-

curate, it creates ignorance and 
Islamophobia among Americans who 
simply do not know any better. As 
it is, Muslims get called terrorists, 

their religion is belit-
tled and distorted, 

and very few people 
speak up against these 

issues. It makes sense 
that people make assump-
tions about Islam based on 
the media they consume 
because of the way the 
religion is portrayed.

Instead of harmful 
depictions, shows and movies 

should include Muslim characters 
as what they are: normal people who 

happen to practice a different religion. A 
hijab is not a prop or a symbol of oppression. Many Americans do not 
understand this, and better representation in the media is the first 
step to destigmatizing Islam as a whole.

how cringeworthy they were. My personal favorite quotes are, “You 
think your life is hard? I’m a high school junior wearing size 13 Nikes. 
Men’s size 13 Nikes. Beat that,” and “I’m going to treat you like my 
own personal jungle gym.” I cringed so hard that by the end of the 

movies, I had wrinkles.
Although a few Netflix Orig-

inal shows like Stranger Things 
and Outer Banks found fame, 
these successes are growing 
fewer and farther between. The 
average production value and 
acting quality is subpar com-
pared to what other networks 
have to offer.

As Netflix moved towards 
producing more original con-
tent, other channels jumped at 
the chance to produce their own 
streaming services. Amazon 
Prime, HBO, and Hulu continue 
to compete with Netflix, but 
some new streaming services 

on the block could be even more detrimental for the company. NBC’s 
Peacock snatched up fan favorite shows like Parks and Recreation and 
The Office, luring many of Netflix’s subscribers away with the promise 

of no cost, or 4.99 dollars a month for premium access. 
Disney also pulled all of its content from Netflix and created its 

own streaming service, Disney+, for 6.99 dollars a month. Disney’s huge 
fanbase ensured quick success for the new platform, and exclusive 
original content like The Mandalorian, Wandavision, and Soul drew 
in Star Wars fans, Marvel fans, and younger fans. Meanwhile, Netflix 
continues to raise its monthly subscription price, which now stands 
at 18 dollars for premium.

Additionally, Netflix releases problematic content and refuses to 
listen to its subscribers. When millions signed petitions to remove 
Cuties after criticism that it sexualized young children, Netflix failed 
to act on public outrage and chose to keep the controversial movie 
available for streaming. As a direct consequence, Netflix lost 2.5 million 
subscribers. Critics also felt strongly that the Netflix original, Thirteen 
Reasons Why, glorified suicide. Netflix failed to provide warnings for 
graphic content until viewers complained, and they subsequently opted 
to remove a scene that was considered extremely triggering. 

To top it all off, most of Netflix’s content is outdated. After the 
Academy Awards, subscribers have to wait months, or even years, for 
award-winning movies to be released on the platform. Otherwise, their 
only other option is to watch it on demand for a hefty price. 

If Netflix wants to redeem itself, the streaming platform needs 
to stop removing fan favorite content and producing low quality 
originals before we end up with a Kissing Booth 37.   
(Source: Forbes)
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as women seems to be constructed on the basis 
that we simply cannot have an original thought, 
much less an interest, and that our only motivation 
for liking the things we do is for validation and 
attention from our male counterparts. 

Modern sexism, while it can be blatant, has 
adapted to dismiss the choices women make and 
hobbies they enjoy. Sexism, in the form it is most 
commonly observed now, is the act of forcing 
doubt into women by questioning their motiva-
tions around the things that give them power. 
Sexism has therfore become more covert due to a 
new society that recognizes obvious misogyny; it 
is acted out through deniable nuance and can be 
more easily excused.

Though it feels impossible to exist as a woman 
without feeling the effects of the male gaze and 
influence throughout everyday life, it is important 
to recognize that this is an issue that we can 
remedy. The best way to do so is to recognize 
that sexism has never dwindled, much less disap-
peared, but has instead changed in a way that our 

tainted eyes deem more acceptable. By 
“tainted eyes,” I mean to say that 
women have learned to accept the 
bare minimum. We have learned to 

praise men who don’t make blatant 
sexist remarks and accept that as 
sufficient. Sexism in any form, no 
matter how much it is shrouded by 
excuses and claims of “you’re being 
too sensitive,” is still sexism. 

Moving forward, women should 
hold firm in their beliefs and the passions 

that bring them power and happiness. 
Conversely, men should learn to rec-

ognize their misogyny, despite the fact 
that it may emerge in a way they have 

been improperly taught to overlook, and in 
turn, make a conscious effort to address it.

Disney were to ignore all the problems and inaccura-
cies within the Muppets, they would undoubtedly 
face backlash. In addition, if Disney decided to 
proceed without acknowledging the problems, the 
message shared would be that Disney approves of 
and supports all aspects of the content. Disney+ is 
proceeding by keeping the content on the stream-
ing service instead of ignoring it. The streaming 
platform and the company itself are using it as a 
path of growth, sparking conversations in the media 

and amongst viewers, and addressing 
the issues in our society.

The reason 
we cannot 
just “enjoy 

the show” and 
disregard the 

offensive content 
is because through-

out the episodes in 
question viewers are 
taught that demean-

ing other cultures or races 
is okay. Yes, the Muppets — 

and other old television shows 
and movies — are still able to 
be enjoyed, but we need to 
accept that they were not 

perfect, despite the special 
place they may hold in our hearts. 

You can still love your comfort show 
and recognize what it has done wrong. 

Just because people said it was 
okay at one point, does not mean 

it was ever okay.
We as a society are growing at all 

hours of the day, and Disney starting to recognize 
issues with the content that has been published and 
released in the past is a step in the right direction. 
(Source: BBC)
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