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• College recruiting
   must be accessible
• Schools must teach
   media literacy

After I began 
rowing, I  knew 

I would want to 
pursue a future in 
college with the 
sport. I mean, why 
wouldn’t  I?  Col-
lege recruitment is 

typically a very attractive idea to the 
high school athlete. Especially after seeing 
friends and family commit and go to their 
dream school, wouldn’t that 
exc i t e  you  down  
to your core? 

The thing is, I 
truly believed it 
would be that 
easy: you do 
well in school, 
sports, and extracur-
riculars, and you’re instantly attractive to 
the big leagues. You can imagine how sur-
prised I was when I found out that the “best 
and easiest way” to be noticed by colleges 
was by paying anywhere from two thousand 
to four thousand dollars. Let me specify: to 
activate your college recruitment account – 
a place where you are able to update stats, 
scores, and personal information – you must 
pay a heaping amount of money on the spot 
to ensure that colleges will recognize you. 

I have to admit, I fell for it at first. The 
man whom I spent an hour and a half on 
the call with took almost all of the time we 
had together hyping me up. He spoke very 
highly of me and kept on using the phrase, 
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“It’s not a matter of if you get recruited, but 
where you decide to go.” That excited me! 
Maybe with this specific college recruiting app, 
I would be recognized by my top schools, would 
get many offers, and choose the college that 
fits me best. However, I was extremely disap-
pointed when our conversation came to a close; 
I had realized that they were trying to sell me. 
For approximately 150 dollars a month for the 
next 18 months, I would pay this company to 
ensure I would get noticed by the Ivies and only 
the best schools for women’s rowing. But then 
we cancelled our payments. They deactivated  

my account.
This isn’t how it’s 

supposed to go. I 
should not have 

to be a selling 
po int  fo r  my 
single, working 
mother. If the 
college recruit-

ment process was truly supposed to be “for 
everyone,” why couldn’t they understand that 
my family doesn’t have 150 dollars to spend 
every month, when that could be going towards 
groceries, gas money, or maybe even my col-
lege tuition? These opportunities aren’t given 
to everyone, simply because not everyone can  
afford these chances. 

College recruitment opportunities should 
not be about what number of your parents are 
still in your life or what your living situation is 
like. It should not be based around if you’re Jeff 
Bezos’ child, or growing up without a father. 
Everyone deserves their fair shot to show off 
to colleges. Stop making the college recruiting 
process a class issue. 
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In the past few months, more 
people have begun bringing 
awareness to instances of 
cultural appropriation 
and microaggressions. 
This is an incredibly 
important step in reach-
ing equality and respect 

for all cultures. However, people often nitpick 
and over-exaggerate issues that are not the 
most pressing. For example, many are coming 
forward and declaring that wearing the 
evil eye as jewelry or an accessory is 
cultural appropriation, but I do not 
believe it is. As long as those who 
choose to display it understand its 
meaning and origins, there is no problem  
with doing so.

The evil eye is a symbol of an eye 
consisting of a black pupil, a light blue iris, a w h i t e 
circle surrounding it, then a larger dark blue circle.  
There are a few different interpretations of the symbol: 

Popularizing the evil eye is not cultural appropriation
by Alia Arafeh
Editorial Editor

some believe wearing it wil l  pre-
vent others’ evil gaze from affect-
ing the wearer,  whereas others 
view it as a cause of misfortune.  
There are over 20 small countries 

where this symbol is common, includ-
ing much of the Middle East, northern 

Africa, and northwestern Asia. It is important 
to many cultures, and it is difficult to say where  

it truly originates.
This symbol recently gained popularity among 

people who are not necessarily part of those cultures, 
and wearing the evil eye is, therefore, sometimes 

seen as cultural appropriation. This viewpoint is held 
because some who choose to wear the evil eye do not 

understand its significance or respect the cultures from 
which it originates. Thus, it is incredibly important to 
understand where the symbol comes from and the meaning 
of it because it is sacred to certain cultures.

 In addition, many of those cultures are oppressed 
in America. Middle Easterners face racism and preju-
dice in America, so I understand why they might be 
upset that white people are now using the symbol.  
On occasion, Turkish and Armenian people who 

look white are called out for wearing the eye. How-
ever, since the eye is part of a large number of cul-
tures, claiming that one culture can use it and another 
cannot disregard the fact that a multitude of countries  
use the eye. 

While there might be cause for concern towards people 
wearing the evil eye, it is ultimately meant to be worn for 
protection, and no one should be prevented from having 
access to it. It is important for Americans to embrace more 
aspects of Middle Eastern culture and to understand their 
meanings. There is little representation for this culture in 
the media, and the popularization of the evil eye can work to  
increase said representation.

Finally, focusing on an issue that is less important dis-
tracts from the more pressing issues at hand. There is a 
much larger sense of oppression that much of the cultures 
that use the evil eye face. Addressing those issues allows  
real progress to be made.

It is important to point out cultural appropriation and 
bring awareness to it. I also understand how wearing the 
evil eye can be seen as such. Still, if those who choose to 
wear it understand its importance and meaning, as well as 
respect the cultures of which it originates, they should be free  
to use the symbol.

The second impeachment trial 
of former U.S. President Donald 

Trump began Feb. 9 after the House 
of Representatives voted to impeach 
Trump following the Jan. 6 riot 
at the U.S. Capitol. The article of 
impeachment in the trial condemns 
Trump’s “incitement of insurrec-

t i on ”  s t emm ing  f rom  h i s  c omments  du r i ng  a  
speech in Washington D.C. 

Whi le Congress certainly reserves the r ight to 
impeach President Trump, an impeachment is  not 
a worthwhile pursuit given the unlikeliness of a con-
viction and the opportunity for Congress to draft  
more relevant legislation.

While many politicians and leaders condemned Trump’s 
words in light of the riot, the House vote on the article 
of impeachment was similar to the vote on Trump’s other 
impeachment in that it was extraordinarily partisan in 
nature. All Democrats voted to impeach, and 10 of the 207 
Republicans joined the Democrats. Additionally, when Sena-
tor Rand Paul of Kentucky called for a vote in the Senate 
on Jan. 26 as to whether the impeachment of a former 

Senate impeachment trial is a waste of Congress’s time
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With Va lent ine ’s 
Day approaching, I’ve 
not iced that  many 
people are absolutely 
dreading this holiday. 
As a longtime lover of 
Valentine’s Day, I can 
reassure you that the 

day can be very fun and happy, and having a 
significant other is definitely not a necessary part  
of the equation.

I know, you may be disappointed because 
you don’t have a significant other or someone 
to buy you a box of chocolates and a teddy 
bear. Or maybe you do! 
If so, good for you, but 
refrain from the PDA 
this year. Nobody 
needs it or even 
wants it — espe-
cially during the 
pandemonium we’re  
in right now. 

I have a long list of 
reasons for why I love Valen-
tine’s Day. Even with those, though, 
the main reason I find it so enjoyable is because 
I’ve realized what it’s not. It’s not going to be 
this magical day where I find the love of my life. 
Instead, I’ve found it as a day to recognize little 
acts of love and kindness in the world. Bake a 
fun new heart-shaped treat. Or even drop off 
little valentines to people, like we used to do in 
elementary school.

Valentine’s Day isn’t about getting a fancy piece 
of jewelry, the perfect gift, or beautiful flowers. It’s 
really about love; and over the past decade, that 
touching aspect of this holiday has slowly faded 
away. The feeling of telling someone how much you 
care about them, or how much you love them, is 
truly so fulfilling and is a super small gesture that 
could make someone’s Valentine’s Day that much 
happier. It doesn’t cost any money to do this little 
thing for others, but it could mean the world to 
someone who maybe isn’t feeling as joyful this 
Valentine’s Day.

I encourage you to make this Valentine’s Day 
special by doing something not just for those who 
surround you and fill you with joy, but also for 
yourself. You deserve to feel loved this Valentine’s 

Day, with or without a significant other. The 
idea pushed by the media that 

you need a lover to enjoy 
Valentine’s Day affects many, 
leading them to believe that 
they need a significant 

other to get the most out 
of this day. You don’t need 

any one person to make this 
day special. Make sure you do some-

thing good for yourself that makes you 
excited for Valentine’s Day in the coming years.

Valentine’s Day can be anything you want it to 
be. If you want to watch romcoms the whole time, 
you have my support! If you want to go buy your-
self a treat and eat it all by yourself, I’m proud of 
you! If you want to do nothing at all, I think that’s 
awesome. Do what makes you feel good. Valentine’s 
Day is what you make of it, and I hope you find as 
much love and joy in it this year as I do.
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president was constitutional, just five of the 50 Republicans 
ruled that it was, compared to all 50 Democrats  
agreeing it was. 

If all Democrats vote to convict Presi-
dent Trump, 17 Senate Republicans 
will need to join them in order for a 
conviction to occur. Given that 90 
percent of Senate Republicans, 
including Minority Leader McCo-
nnell, don’t even believe the 
trial is constitutional, there is 
an infinitesimally small chance  
of a conviction. 

A second inherently partisan 
impeachment from the Demo-
cratic Party in the wake of the 
election of a moderate president 
vowing for compromise and a 
reduction of political tensions seems 
antithetical to Joe Biden’s message, 
and does nothing more than divide  
the country ideologically.

Additionally, the impeachment trial 
takes away from a chance for Congress to pass 
legislation to actually aid the people they represent.  

For the first time in years, the Democrats control both Con-
gress and the presidency. They possess a golden 

opportunity to pass legislation to remedy 
the myriad issues facing the country 

such as COVID, the economy, health-
care, the environment, and more. 

Ins tead ,  they  a re  was t -
ing weeks on a seemingly 
pe r func to ry  impeachment 
wi th  v i r tua l ly  no  chance  
of a successful outcome.

While Trump’s actions fol-
lowing the election and prior 
to the r iot were undoubt-
edly inflammatory, it serves 
no real purpose to pursue a 
longshot impeachment. Right 

now, America needs help and 
it needs change, and impeach-

ment provides neither. While Demo-
crats may feel that it’s only right 

to impeach Trump, the last thing 
we need is more division. Unfortunately, 

an impeachment will only continue to divide. 
(Sources: BBC, ABC, C-SPAN)
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