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COM: Jamaica astounds tourists with nature’s beauty 
by Brynn Gibson 
Graphics Designer

Jamaica may be known for its stunning white-sand beaches and 
reef-lined shores, but this tropical nation is so much more than just a 
tourist destination. The birthplace of reggae, and home to some of the 
fastest athletes in the world, Jamaica is truly an international marvel. 

The island of Jamaica, originally named Xaymaca by the native 
Taino people, was invaded by Christopher Columbus on his second 
voyage to the Americas in 1494. Aggressive European colonization 
and foreign disease wiped out virtually the entire native population 
by the 17th century. First under Spanish and eventually British rule, 
African slaves were brought to the island in unfathomable numbers 
as part of the Trans-Atlantic slave trade. With the end of slavery in 

Jamaica in 1834, more than 95 percent of the country’s population 
was made up of slaves. On Aug. 6, 1962, after over 300 years of British 
colonial rule, Jamaica gained its independence.

While Jamaica’s history originated in the tragedies of slavery, the 
blending of native, African, and European language and customs led 
to a vibrant and distinctive culture. Although the official language of 
Jamaica is English, Jamaican Patois, a creolized version of English, is 
predominantly spoken. 

One of Jamaica’s most iconic cultural symbols, reggae music, 
originated in the 1960s. Taking influence from traditional mento folk 
music, as well as American jazz and the blues, reggae music was widely 
recognized as the voice of the oppressed. Bob Marley, a Jamaican singer 
and musician, helped pioneer the timeless music style. 

Music is not Jamaica’s only claim to fame, however. Usain Bolt, 
the former Jamaican sprinter widely considered the fastest man in 
the world, only represents one branch of Jamaica’s athletic success. 
Jamaica was also the first tropical country to ever send a bobsledding 
team to the Winter Olympics.

As the third-largest Caribbean island after Cuba and Hispaniola, 
Jamaica boasts remarkable natural beauty. Beyond the glistening 
turquoise waters and warm sandy beaches, Jamaica’s interior is largely 
covered by rugged mountains, picturesque valleys, and vast plateaus. In 
fact, over one-half of Jamaica’s surface area sits over 1,000 feet above 
sea level. No tropical island would be complete without a waterfall or 
two, and Jamaica has over 35. The most famous, Dunn’s River Falls, 
typically attracts nearly one million tourists annually.

However, considering the COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent 
economic lull, this past year was anything but normal for Jamaica’s 
tourism industry. In March 2020, Jamaica was forced to close its doors 
to outside visitors in order to curb the spread of infection and pre-
vent deaths. With an economy heavily dependent on tourism, tens of 
thousands of workers lost their jobs. Earlier this month, the Jamaican 
government launched their COVID relief plan “Jamaica Cares,” which 
aims to increase travel safety regarding the coronavirus and return 
the Jamaican economy back to normalcy by 2023.
(Sources: Britannica, Harvard, Gov.jm)

PEACEFUL ESCAPE: Huts rest on top of the ocean, creating a tranquil scene. 

Senegal protests President Sall’s inflammatory actions
by Raphael Pelayo
Media Production Editor

Across the country of Senegal, protests against President Macky 
Sall have continued to spiral since beginning on Mar. 3. Public outrage 
against the President began after the arrest of the Senegalese Oppo-
sition Leader Ousmane Sonko on charges of disrupting public order 
and allegedly raping a beauty salon employee. 

After Sonko’s initial arrest, protesters clashed with the police while 
officials transported him to court. The protests grew violent as people 
looted local supermarkets and department stores, causing police to 
respond with various military vehicles and police squadrons stationed 
throughout the capital of Dakar. During the trial, Sonko claimed 
that the rape allegation was false and meant to ruin his chances at 
winning the presidency.

Following Sonko’s release from detention, he declared that “the 
revolution has already started and nobody can stop it.” After 11 deaths, 
Sonko expressed a desire that protests would continue at an even larger 
scale, but peacefully. The protesters are now revolting against the 
authoritarian restrictions that President Sall has imposed, including 
the strong military presence in the streets. Many citizens compare 
Senegal’s current position to other nearby African countries, where 
leaders frequently arrest their opposition shortly prior to elections. 

During the original waves of protest, the government shutdown  
two private news organizations, in the first 72 hours. Disabling of social 
media caused a small information blackout during the insurrection. 
Following the blackout, Samira Daoud, the regional director of rights 
group Amnesty International, stated, “We call on the Senegalese 
authorities to respect the freedom of peaceful assembly throughout 
the country.”

Since 2014, Sonko has actively spoken out against the current 
government, going as far as to found his own political party — the 
Pastef-Les Patriotes — and later publicly opining in 2018: “Our politi-

cians are criminals. Those who have ruled Senegal from the beginning 
deserve to be shot.”

During the previous election in 2019, Sonko placed third and is 
considered one of the strongest opposition contenders for the election 
in 2024, despite only receiving 15 percent of the vote. Sall has yet to 
comment on any reports regarding altering or violating the Constitution 
that prevents presidents from holding office for a third term.
(Sources: NY Times, BBC, France 24, Africa News)

CAPTIVATING AN AUDIENCE: Opposition leader Sonko discusses his thoughts. 

Haiti questions president Netanyahu’s trial resumes
by Maddie Dewhirst
National/World Editor 

Haiti faces multiple crises as the country is 
torn about whether the man who currently holds 
the president’s office is its legitimate leader. 

President Jovenel Moïse — who ran on a 
platform of revitalizing Haiti’s ailing agricultural 
sector — won the election in 2016, but did not 
take office until a year later. Electoral author-
ities postponed the presidential run-off due to 
threats of violence and allegations of fraud.

Supporters now opine that Moïse has 
another year left in office since he was not 
technically in office for one of the five years he 
was constitutionally granted. Most UN member 
states — including the United States, Haiti’s 
largest trading partner — have recognized 
Moïse’s claim to another year in office, but are 
pressing for new Parliamentary-level elections. 

by Alia Arafeh 
Editorial Editor 

The trial of Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu resumed on Feb. 8. The Jerusalem 
court investigated four separate crimes including 
counts of fraud, bribery, and breach of trust, but 
only formally accused the Prime Minister of three 
of them. These cases are referred to as Case 1000, 
2000, 3000, and 4000. While he is legally allowed 
to maintain his leadership position, Netanyahu is 
the only prime minister to be simultaneously on 
trial and in office. If the court finds him guilty, 
the Prime Minister will be forced to leave office 
and could potentially spend several years in jail.

Though the trial started this year, the police 
investigations into Netanyahu’s actions first began 
in 2016. In 2018, police recommended he be pros-
ecuted, and the court indicted him in 2019. The 
trial began in May 2020, but pandemic restrictions 
forced administrators to delay the proceedings 
until the beginning of 2021.

Judges indicted Netanyahu on three counts 
in total, and a fourth case that the police inves-
tigated has since been dropped: Case 3000. 
Nicknamed the “submarine scandal,” this case 
involved the purchasing of billions of dollars 
worth of submarines from the German company 
ThyssenKrupp. Netanyahu allegedly approved the 
purchase, despite his defense minister at the time, 
Moshe Ya’alon, opposing it. 

Case 1000, for which Netanyahu is currently 
on trial, as well as Cases 2000 and 4000, involves 
bribes the minister allegedly accepted from two 
businessmen. James Packer and Arnor Milchan 
gave a total of 300,000 dollars worth of gifts to 
Netanyahu from 2007 to 2016. While Packer has 
no accusations against him, Milchan is on trial for 
allegedly bribing Netanyahu to pass legislation 
that would exempt him from paying taxes. 

Case 2000 involves a deal with Arnon Mozes, 
the publisher of Yediot Aharonot, an important 

Israeli newspaper. In return for publishing favor-
able things about Netanyahu, the Prime Minister 
would consider passing legislation potentially 
harmful to Israel Hayom, a paper published by 
Sheldon Adelson, a rival of Yediot Aharonot. 
Netanyahu is not accused of following through 
with the deal, and Mozes is on trial for bribery

Finally, telecom moguls Shaul and Iris Elo-
vitch are on trial for their involvement in 
Case 4000. The couple is accused of granting 
Netanyahu favors in return for his support in 
growing their business. 

The Israeli court announced in mid-Febru-
ary that the evidentiary part of the trial — in 
which evidence is presented and tried — will 
be postponed until after the election on Apr. 5. 
Netanyahu has denied the allegations, saying 
he considers the trial a “witch-hunt.” He has 
officially pleaded not guilty in court.
(Sources: The Times of Israel, NY Times, Middle 
East Eye)

SPEAKING OUT: Netanyahu talks at a vaccine facility.  
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ADMIRING THE VIEW: Tourists spend time on the shore of a Jamaican beach. 

TAKE TO THE STREET: Haiti’s citizens join in protest.
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CONFERENCE TALKS: President Sall welcomes Rwandan President Paul Kagame. 
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The opposition to Moïse, however, maintains that 
his term as president expired on Feb. 7, four years 
after he was inaugurated.

Addressing the United Nations Security Coun-
cil, Helen La Lime, Special Representative of the 
U.N. Secretary-General in Haiti and head of the 
United Nations Integrated Office in Haiti (BINUH) 
stated: “The polarization that has defined most of 
President Moïse’s term in office has become even 
more acute, as signs of a shrinking civic space 
abound and an already alarming humanitarian 
situation continues to deteriorate.” 

In January 2020, Moïse disbanded the majority 
of Parliament and began to govern by presiden-
tial decree. Protesters in the streets now decry 
Moïse’s administration as a dictatorship. On Feb. 
14, police arrested 23 people, including Supreme 
Court Justice Yvickel Dieujuste Dabresil, for an 
“attempted coup,” according to government offi-
cials. The government forced two other Supreme 
Court judges to resign.

The island nation is no stranger to coups and 
revolutions. In 1804, African slaves overthrew 
French colonial rule, making it the only successful 
revolution led by slaves. After their establishment 
of a free nation, however, foreign intervention, 
natural disasters, and other forces have plagued 
Haiti, causing chronic poverty and unstable lead-
ership. Ruled for decades by brutal dictators, it 
wasn’t until 1990 that Haiti held a free democratic 
election, where they elected a leader who was 
subsequently deposed twice by military coups. 

Contemporaneous to the electoral crisis, Haiti 
faces an increase in gang violence and kidnap-
pings. In a letter to the UN, BINUH contended 
“Human rights violations are intensifying. The 
country has become overrun by gangsters under 
the watch of the United Nations.” On Feb. 25, 
hundreds of inmates escaped prison in a break out, 
causing the deaths of at least 25 people.
(Sources: NY Times, CNN, NPR, Al Jazeera, VOA)
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