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• Navalny arrested after 
   returning to Russia 

COM: Mauritius looks to reclaim the Chagos Islands 
by Brynn Gibson
Graphics Designer

Mauritius, a beautiful island nation situated in the middle of 
the Indian Ocean, might seem like a fairly insignificant player in 
international relations. However, it’s currently known best for its 
ongoing dispute over the Chagos Islands.

The Chagos Archipelago, a group of seven atolls about 2,000 
miles south of Mauritius, had long been considered part of the 
island nation, ever since colonizers first arrived in the 1700s. 
However, for over 200 years, Mauritius   — along with the Chagos 
Archipelago — was under British control. This means that in 1965, 
the UK was able to make a deal with the United States. This deal 
allowed the US to build a military base on Diego Garcia, the largest 
of the seven Chagos islands. It was this deal in 1965 that triggered 
the separation of Mauritius and the Chagos Islands, with the latter 
becoming part of the British Indian Ocean Territory.

In order to construct the base while maintaining high security, 
the British government needed the islands to be void of inhabitants. 
Starting in 1967, the UK forcibly deported over 3,000 Chaggoissians 
who were living on the islands at the time. With the native popu-
lation now cleared from the islands and relocated to the Seychelles 
and Mauritius, the United States began work on its base. 

When Mauritius gained independence in 1968, the British govern-
ment refused to hand over the Chagos Islands to the new country, and 
the territory remained under British and American control.

Ever since, both the Chagossian people and the government of 
Mauritius have been fighting to regain control over the islands. This 
would allow those displaced by the US military base to return to their 
homes. Their fight has finally paid off.

Recently, the United Nations denounced the actions of the UK 
and urged the country to end its “unlawful occupation” of the island. 
The United Nations special international maritime court in Hamburg 
ruled that Britain has no claim to sovereignty over the islands, 
and they should be returned immediately to the island nation of 
Mauritius. While this ruling is not legally binding, refusal to comply 
with the request would negatively affect the UK’s international rep-
utation, so compliance is likely. This is a huge win for Chagossians, 
who will hopefully be able to return home for the first time in over  
50 years. 

After this ruling, Mauritian government officials stated that  
in the case that islands are handed over, the US airbase would 
remain. Data shows that it is fully possible for the airbase to co-exist 
with the residents of Diego Garcia while maintaining full security  
and confidentiality. 

While the history of Mauritius and the Chagos Islands is dark 
— marred by the results of white European colonization and 
exploitation — the future seems bright. It is highly probable that 
in the near future the Chagos Archipelago will be returned to its 
native people and the country it was originally a part of. 
(Sources: The Guardian, Encyclopedia Britannica, BBC)
 

SANDY SHORES: The clear sea shines off of the coast of the Chagos Islands.

Poland enacts near-ban on abortion, sparking protests
by Maddie Dewhirst
National/World Editor

Citizens across Poland have taken to the streets after the gov-
ernment instituted a near-total ban on abortion. Led by women, 
allies, and young people, the protests are a rebuke to Poland’s con-
servative leadership and the government’s close relationship with the  
Catholic Church.  

The ban comes three months after the Constitutional Tribunal 
ruled that aborting a fetus due to congenital defects — one of three 
justifications allowed to receive a legal abortion, the others being 
due to rape or incest, or when the health of the mother is threat-

ened — was no longer constitutional. In 2019, 1,110 people received 
abortions in Poland, 98 percent of which were due to some type of 
malformation in the fetus. This will no longer be legal on the basis 
of the Polish constitution protecting human life, even in cases where 
defects are so severe that infants couldn’t survive birth. However, as 
signs at protests pointed out, this ban does far more to restrict access 
to abortion to lower income Poles compared to those with the means to  
travel abroad.

The three months between the initial ruling on Oct. 22 and 
Jan. 27, when the government took the formal steps to enact the 
ruling into law, have been filled with strife. Hundreds of thousands 
of people protested in opposition, the largest protests in Poland’s  
modern history.  

The protests violate Poland’s rules regarding public gatherings 
during the pandemic — regulations prohibit more than five people 
gathering together — but these restrictions have done little to dampen 
the turnout. Led by Women’s Strike, a women’s rights group, the 
protests feature a diverse coalition of people in the workforce, young 
people, and LGBTQ people. Dagmara, a student, told CNN, “It’s my duty 
as a citizen to be here and fight for freedom. It’s the 21st century and 
respect and tolerance for everybody is a must.”

Police have been out in large numbers, forming blockades to hinder 
protesters, arresting people, and urging them to disperse. Video from a 
protest appears to show police using tear gas against people. 

The court ruling is in line with the policies of the majority party in 
Poland — the Law and Justice Party. The party came to power in 2015 

on a nationalist platform imbued with rhetoric opposing immigration, 
the European Union, and LGBTQ rights. The party also has close ties 
with the Catholic Church, which is historically opposed to abortion. 
Since attaining power, the majority party has passed legislation that 
purged Polish courts, giving them room to confirm members of their 
party to the bench. In 2018, the Court of Justice of the European Union 
called on Poland to reverse its course and reinstate the judges who had 
been forced out. Currently, most of the judges on the Constitutional 
Tribunal are Law and Justice appointees.
(Sources: NY Times, Washington Post, CNN, ABC News, The Guardian)

MARCH ON: Pro-choice Poles protest the court decision in Gdańsk in October.

COVID-19 strain emerges
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by Angela Sheu
Media Production Editor 

A mutated variant of COVID originating from 
South Africa worries scientists as it threatens the 
efficacy of vaccines. Officials first identified this 
strain, also known as B.1.351 or 20H/501Y.V2, in 
Nelson Mandela Bay, South Africa, last October. 
Since then, 30 other countries, including the U.S., 
have reported cases.

Scientists found this variant particularly con-
cerning because it contains mutations on the spike 
proteins covering the virus’s surface, which are 
typically targets of antibodies made by the immune 
system. In particular, the E484K mutation limits 
polyclonal and monoclonal antibodies’ abilities to 
neutralize the virus. Thus, the strain is less suscepti-
ble to the antibodies found in the blood of COVID-19 
survivors, and further mutations or the emergence 
of other variants could allow people to be infected 
a second time. 

The spread of the B.1.351 strain led South Africa 
to halt the distribution of the AstraZeneca-Oxford 
vaccine, after a clinical trial showed that while the 
vaccine could protect against more severe cases of 
the new variant, it did not prevent mild or moderate 
cases. In a statement to ABC News, Dr. Anthony 

by Esther Sun 
Editor-in-Chief

All eyes are on President Biden as the time 
comes for him to act on his campaign promise 
to re-enter the U.S. into the 2015 nuclear deal 
with Iran — yet another forecasted reversal of 
Trump-era policies.

The Iran deal, or Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCPOA), is a multilateral agreement Iran 
and other world powers reached during the Obama 
era that aimed to reduce Iran’s ability to build 
nuclear weapons in exchange for an easing of eco-
nomic sanctions. Trump withdrew from the deal in 
2018, increasing American sanctions against Iran 
and provoking the Tehran government to violate 
their terms of the deal in response.

Though Biden promised to work on a settle-
ment with Iran to rejoin the nuclear deal, the first 
few weeks of his presidency have been consumed 
with signing a barrage of executive orders address-
ing pressing domestic issues: the coronavirus 
pandemic, the economic crisis, immigration, and 
more. Biden also faces opposition to re-entering 
the deal from Republicans and pro-Israel lobbyists 
who favor continued sanctions against Iran as a 
weakening factor in the Iran-Israel proxy conflict. 
Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu warned 
Biden in November not to rejoin the deal.

In efforts to pressure Biden into taking quicker 
action on rejoining the deal, Iran has threatened 
to block inspections at nuclear facilities by the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (a key term of 
the deal), seized a cargo ship belonging to Ameri-
can ally South Korea, and arrested a U.S.-Iranian 
dual citizen on charges of espionage.

Rejoining the deal does not appear to be an 
easy feat. Iran has demanded that the U.S. uncon-
ditionally remove all of Trump’s sanctions before LIFE SAVER: A scientist prepares an AstraZeneca vaccine.

RELEVANT REPRESENTATIVE: Javad Zarif delivers a speech.

courtesy wikimedia commonscourtesy wikimedia commons

courtesy wikimedia commonscourtesy wikimedia commons

U.S. aims to rejoin JCPOA 
Fauci, the director of the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, stated: “The 
neutralizing antibodies that [vaccines] induce. . . 
when you measure that against the South African 
isolate, it is diminished by multifold in its ability 
to cover it.” 

Early analyses of the Moderna and Pfizer-BioN-
Tech vaccines show the vaccines are less effective, 
but they concluded that antibodies remained 
above the necessary protective levels. The Novavax 
vaccine also has reduced efficacy, with a South 
African trial showing 60 percent effectiveness, 
compared to its usual effectiveness of around 90 
percent. However, the study noted its small trial 
size of 4400 subjects, as well as the possibility 
that the results were mitigated by other factors 
increasing submission. 

The strain also has another mutation known as 
N501Y, which early studies have shown makes the 
disease more contagious. The research is limited, 
but increased transmissibility will lead to increased 
infections, hospitalizations, and deaths. However, 
the severity of the disease itself is unaffected, 
with the CDC saying that “at this time, we have 
no evidence that infections by this variant cause 
more severe disease.”
(Sources: Washington Post, NY Times, CDC, NBC, ABC)

CAUTION, SPIKES: Computer art shows the spike proteins.
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SOME ASSEMBLY REQUIRED: Protesters march in Warsaw after the law passed.
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it comes back into compliance with the terms of the 
deal. Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif 
tweeted on Jan. 26, “Why on earth should Iran — 
a country that stood firm & defeated 4 years of a 
brutal US economic terrorism imposed in violation 
of JCPOA & UNSC Resolution — show [a] goodwill 
gesture first? It was the US that broke the deal — for 
no reason. It must remedy its wrong; then Iran will 
respond.” Iranian president Hassan Rouhani also 
called for financial compensation for the country’s 
economic struggles caused by the sanctions.

Biden and his recently-confirmed Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken, on the other hand, have 
expressed a desire for Iran to come back into 
compliance first before they reverse the Trump-era 
sanctions. Iran’s calls for the removal of sanctions 
and financial compensation will also face strong 
congressional resistance, even if Biden himself is 
willing to take those steps first.
(Sources: NY Times, Fox, Reuters, BBC, Washing- 
ton Post)


