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Yellen becomes the first woman to head U.S. Treasury
by Maya Gomez
People Editor

Vice President Kamala Harris swore in former Federal Reserve chair 
Janet Yellen as the new Secretary of the U.S. State Department of the 
Treasury on Jan. 26. In this new position, Yellen is “a key lieutenant 
to President Biden at a perilous economic moment,” New York Times 
writer Alan Rappeport explained. Yellen made history as the first 
woman to be Secretary of the Treasury after a vote of 84 to 15 in the 
Senate on Jan. 25. 

Yellen, 74, boasts a long career full of “breaking glass ceilings for 
women and handling big crises,” added Heather Long, a journalist for 
The Washington Post. An alumni of Brown University’s class of 1967 
and Yale University’s class of 1971, Yellen became an assistant professor 
at Harvard University and taught at UC Berkeley before migrating into 
politics as the head of President Bill Clinton’s Council of Economic 
Advisers. Yellen later acquired roles at the Federal Reserve, including 
Vice Chair of the Board of Governors, President of the Federal Reserve 
Bank of San Francisco, and the Governor of the Federal Reserve’s  
Board of Governors, that led to President Barack Obama nominating 
her as chair of the Federal Reserve. The first woman to lead the Federal 
Reserve, Yellen served as chair from 2014 to 2018, serving as a “key 
architect of the economic recovery.”

Yellen is well respected among countless lawmakers from both the 
Democratic and Republican parties; she has accumulated a vast amount 
of experience in dealing with economic challenges from past roles in 
government, making it easier for Senators from both sides of the aisle 
to support her confirmation. Martha C. White, an NBC News journalist, 
added that “she has experience with enormous economic challenges.” 

The Washington Post praised Yellen’s leadership during her four-year 
tenure as chair of the Federal Reserve, citing the fact that unemploy-
ment rates were lower when Yellen left office than in February 2014, 
changing from 6.7 percent to 4.1 percent.  She finished her time at the 
Federal Reserve in 2018, exiting with the lowest final unemployment 
rate of any chair since the 1970’s. Yellen also led the stock market to 
a record high during December 2017.

The U.S. Department of the Treasury confirmed that as Secretary of 
the Treasury, Yellen will be involved in “formulating and recommending 
domestic and international financial, economic, and tax policy,” as 
well as taking part in the organization of broad monetary policies. 
Additionally, the Secretary of the U.S. State Department of the Treasury 
also plays a large role in managing the public debt. Her past servings 
will undoubtedly guide her as the first female Secretary of the Treasury.
(Sources: NY Times, Washington Post, U.S. Department of the Treasury, 
NBC News)

LET’S GET DOWN TO BUSINESS: Yellen introduces proposed economics team. 

Study compares county cannabis to opioid death rates
by Jackie King
Humor Editor

A recent UC Davis study discovered that counties in the U.S. with 
greater numbers of cannabis dispensary storefronts result in fewer 
opioid-related deaths in comparison to other localities. This paper is 
the first to compare active medical/recreational cannabis dispensary 
operations with counties’ opioid deaths.

Author Greta Hsu of UC Davis Graduate School of Management 
stated that “while the associations documented cannot be assumed 
to be causal, they suggest a potential relationship between increased 
prevalence of medical and recreational cannabis dispensaries and 
reduced opioid-related mortality rates.” Co-author Balaz Kovacs of 
Yale University believes that with the “alarming rise in the U.S.’s fen-
tanyl-based market and in deaths involving fentanyl and its analogs 
in recent years, the question of how legal cannabis availability relates 
to opioid-related deaths can be regarded as a particularly pressing 
one.” Opioids played a part in 46,802 overdose deaths in 2018 alone, 
accounting for almost 70 percent of all drug overdose deaths according 
to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

Although the rapid spread of the COVID-19 virus has dominated 
news and resource attention, the rapidly rising opioid-related death 
rates have been “silently raging in the background.” Hsu explained 
that reports from racking systems like the University of Michigan’s 
System for Opioid Overdose Surveillance indicates that deaths due to 
opioids have already been increasing for years. 

An approach regarding what the country can do to address the 
continued increase and misuse of opioids is “altering the supply of 
available drugs with potential medical usages in pain management,” 
Hsu suggests. Specifically, “public health researchers have wondered 
whether increasing the availability of cannabis, which is generally 
thought to be a less addictive substance relative to opioids, could be 
associated with a decrease in opioid-related deaths.”

Kimberly Cargil  — the owner of Yolo County Family Farms, Wood-
land Roots, and other stores in the same region — believes that not 
allowing storefront retail will completely eliminate businesses from 
the county. Cargill says many individuals, especially seniors, enjoy the 
storefront dispensaries so they can ensure they find the perfect product 
for their needs. “I’ve been successfully operating professional storefront 
dispensaries for over 13 years now... we have thousands of members 
who must drive 30 minutes to an hour from rural Yolo County in order 
to access the education and variety of medical products that we offer.”

The UC Davis study observed 812 counties in the United States 
that had legal cannabis dispensaries by the end of 2017; they docu-
mented the specific county’s opioid mortality rates and the number 
of dispensaries selling cannabis from 2014-2018. They found a strong 
relationship between counties without dispensaries and deaths involv-
ing synthetic or non-methadone opioid (including fentanyl and its 
similar derivatives) that have recently dominated the opioid death 
causes in the U.S.
(Sources: UC Davis, The BMJ, MedPage Today)UNVEILING THE TRUTH: A UC Davis study highlights a potential connection. 

Biden alters immigration  J&J vaccine goes to FDA
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by Revanth Rao
Sports Editor 

As part of an ongoing effort to reverse 
Trump-era immigration policies, President Joe 
Biden signed multiple executive orders on Feb. 
2 to allow for a review of America’s treatment 
of immigrants at the US-Mexico border. While 
these executive orders do not directly change 
the policies, they will provide Biden with infor-
mation that will allow him to make decisions 
on future immigration reforms.

One of Biden’s promises during his presiden-
tial campaign was to change existing immigra-
tion laws. He vowed to create a task force to 
help identify the over 600 children who were 
separated from their family after their parents 
illegally crossed the border. This occurred as a 
result of Trump’s highly controversial “zero-tol-
erance policy,” which was recently undone by 
Biden in an executive order he signed on Jan. 
20. The task force will not only attempt to 
identify separated families, but also recommend 
steps needed to reunite them. The task force is 
chaired by Biden’s newly inaugurated Secretary 
of Homeland Security Alejandro Mayorkas and 
First Lady Jill Biden, who is expected to be a 
key member as well.

Additionally, Biden’s executive orders will 
examine the Trump administration’s policy of 
keeping non-Mexican immigrants in Mexico until 
they appear in an immigration court in the U.S. 
This policy left immigrants in vulnerable positions, 
as they were identified easily due to their appear-
ance and accent and often targeted by criminals 
while waiting for their court date. While Biden 
has ended the policy, he has not yet discussed 
what he will do with the immigrants currently in 
Mexico who are still waiting to appear in court.

Biden’s executive orders also address Trump’s 
policy of expelling migrants due to public health 
concerns. While the order did not end the policy 
directly, it did allow the Department of Homeland 
Security to begin taking action to safely house and 
process asylum seekers. The order also noted the 
United States will “suspend and terminate” agree-
ments with Honduras, El Salvador, and Guatemala 
that allowed the U.S. to move immigrants to those 
countries rather than allowing them into the U.S.

While some applauded Biden’s moves, others 
were disappointed by the lack of tangible action, 
noting that these orders do not actually change 
the situation of many currently at the border. 
Many advocacy groups felt that the orders did not 
go far enough. However, Biden currently appears 
to be gathering information that will allow him 
to make new policy in the future.
(Sources: Newsweek, Washington Post, CNN)

by Sidney Bricker 
Media Production Editor 

The developers of the Johnson and Johnson 
vaccine, which is officially named Ad26.COV2.S, 
submitted an application to the FDA for emergency 
use authorization in the U.S. on Thurs., Feb. 4. 
The application follows the company’s promising 
stage three trial results, which revealed the sin-
gle-shot vaccine produced a 72 percent efficacy 
rate in the U.S. While this number is lower than 
other vaccines that have proven effective against 
the virus, 72 percent is still a very respectable 
efficacy percentage, especially as compared to 
the yearly flu shot, which is on average 40-60 
percent effective according to the New York Times. 
However, in South Africa, Johnson and Johnson 
reports 57 percent efficacy. This data points to the 
conclusion that the vaccine may be less effective 
against the South African variant of  SARS-CoV-2, 
called B.1.351, which is currently responsible 
for the majority of diagnosed COVID-19 cases in 
South Africa.

Dr. Paul Stoffels, Johnson and Johnson’s chief 
scientific officer, claimed the company would be 
ready to start distributing the vaccine immedi-
ately after approval. Since the vaccine uses the 
more hearty form of genetic information storage, 
DNA as opposed to RNA like Pfizer-BioNTech 
and Moderna Vaccines, workers could transport 
and store Johnson and Johnsons’ vaccine more 
efficiently and keep it for longer. Without the 
need for expensive and hard to manufacture 
ultra-cold freezers, the distribution would be 
straightforward. Furthermore, since the vaccine 
only requires one injection, the number of doses 
needed is halved.  

SARS-CoV-2 uses the spikes it is covered in to 
enter a human cell. Like the Pfizer-BioNTech and 
Moderna Vaccines, the Johnson & Johnson vaccine 
targets the spike protein gene inside of the virus. 
Inside of a Johnson and Johnson injection is a 

version of Adenovirus 26 modified to stop it from 
replicating. The adenovirus enters the cells of the 
person receiving the vaccination and injects the 
spike protein DNA it contains into the nucleus. 
The vaccinated cell translates the adenovirus’s 
DNA into RNA, reads it, and begins following its 
instructions to make spike proteins. When the 
vaccinated cell dies, an antigen-presenting cell 
will consume some of its spikes. The antigen-pre-
senting cell will present parts of the spikes 
on its exterior. Another immune cell called a 
helper T cell will spot the spike fragments and 
alert other immune cells to the presence of the 
adenovirus-infected cells. While fighting the 
rogue cells the vaccine has affected, the immune 
system learns how to fight real SARS-CoV-2. It 
does so by creating antibodies and immune cells 
with specific instructions to seek and destroy the 
protein added to the vaccine, the same protein 
found in the coronavirus.
(Sources: NY Times, NBC, CNBC)

BUILDING BACK: Biden speaks on immigration policy. PASSING TESTS: The vaccine went through testing. 
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YELLEN FOR JOY: On Jan. 26, Yellen assumed the role of Treasury Secretary. 

CHANGEMAKER: Biden signs many executive orders. 
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