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Dems call for Gov. Cuomo to resign amid allegations
by Caroline Wagner 
Graphics Designer

Andrew Cuomo is facing an impeachment inquiry after seven 
women have come forward accusing the New York governor  
of sexual harassment and assault. Despite claims of groping and 
unwanted advances, Cuomo maintained that he “never touched 
anyone inappropriately” and apologized for “making anyone  
feel uncomfortable.” 

New York Democratic Senators Chuck Schumer and Kirsten 
Gillibrand, along with 40 percent of Democrats in the state legis-
lature, called on Cuomo to resign following the accusations. The 
governor has long been criticized for what some characterize as 
a stubborn and unlikeable personality. State Senator Alessandra 
Biaggi said, “I have not met a person yet in New York politics who 
has a good relationship with Andrew Cuomo.” Cuomo refuses to 
step down on his own, leaving impeachment as the only option 
left to remove him from office.

In an interview with the New York Times, Cuomo’s former 
executive assistant and health policy advisor Charlotte Bennett 
revealed that Cuomo allegedly asked inappropriate questions and 
made uncomfortable comments about her personal life, stating 
that he was open to relationships with women in their 20s. In 

another allegation, former aide Lindsey Boylan accused Cuomo 
of unwarranted advances and inappropriate workplace behavior. 
Cuomo denied both accusations.

Cuomo’s service in office may come to an end as the speaker of 
the New York State Assembly authorized the commencement of an 
impeachment investigation. The Governor’s administration initially 
selected Judge Barbara Jones to preside over the investigation into 
the two aide’s accusations. State Attorney General Letitia James 
rejected Cuomo’s request and instead appointed an outside law 
firm, loosening Cuomo’s control over the investigation. The New 
York State Assembly, composed of 150 lawmakers, only needs a 
majority vote for misconduct to impeach Cuomo. If removed, Lt. 
Gov. Kathy Hochul will replace Cuomo and become New York’s first 
female governor. 

Cuomo is also under fire for his handling of COVID-19 nursing 
home policies last year. Under the Cuomo Administration, hospitals 
denied nursing home patients entry unless they had confirmed 
symptoms. A study revealed this decision increased the spread 
of coronavirus within nursing homes. An additional inquiry into 
the number of nursing home COVID-19 deaths uncovered a larger 
number of deaths than reported.
(Sources: NY Times, CNN)NY LEGACY: The Democratic governor has denied all the allegations against him.

Temperatures plunge in TX, revealing unpreparedness 
by Emily Duvall 
Culture Editor 

About a month ago, temperatures in Texas plunged, putting millions 
of the state’s residents in a potentially fatal crisis. This winter storm 
brought temperatures as low as -19 degrees Fahrenheit, as well as ice 
and blizzard-like conditions. These extremities wiped out power and 
water resources across the state, with the hardest hit cities Austin, 
Dallas, and San Antonio reaching record-breaking low temperatures. On 
Feb. 14, President Joe Biden approved the Texas government’s proposal 
to declare the event a federal emergency.

The harsh conditions slowed the government’s response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic in the state. With many places lacking power 
and electricity, vaccines could not be stored properly. In addition, as 
temperatures reached below freezing, it grew too cold for those vac-
cines to be administered outdoors. Simultaneously, hospitals struggled 
due to the freezing temperatures, yet they were able to run on their  
own generators.

However, it was a lack of water that posed the biggest issue for many 
Texans, as pipes across the state froze and burst from the extreme cold. 
Some Texans tried collecting snow and melting it, but this was not a 
substantial water source. In addition, water treatment plants were not 
working and water pressure in many places was affected as well. Both 
of these problems have led to extended concerns about contaminated 
drinking water in certain areas of the state. Regarding electricity, the 
Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT) did not predict the extreme 
weather conditions would bring such a high demand for electricity. 
Many believe that ERCOT should be held responsible for the outages 
after failing to predict how much power was going to be needed due 
to the weather. Some citizen’s electricity bills reached over 4,000 
dollars after all of their attempts to use power. This is due to Texas’ 
unique electricity market in which prices fluctuate depending upon 
supply and demand.

As of two weeks ago, the weather was expected to be around 77 
degrees Fahrenheit, warmer than it was in previous weeks. The scientific 
community theorizes that these extreme temperatures and drastic 
weather changes will become more frequent due to climate change.

As of March, weather in Texas has mostly gone back to normal. 
However, despite conditions being tolerable, lawsuits and other issues 
resulting from the power outages and weather related problems are 
pummeling the state. Most prominently, the City of Denton plans to 
sue ERCOT, after receiving a 207 million dollar electricity bill when 
prices shot up during the freeze. While the weather may be better, 
the state itself will still require countless measures to fully recover 
from this disaster.
(Sources: NBC, Texas Tribune, AP News, CNN)
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SNOWY STREETS: Fresh snow blankets the Deep Ellum sidewalk in Dallas at night.

by Sidney Bricker
Public Relations Manager 

On Friday, Mar. 5, California Representative 
Eric Swalwell, a Democrat, sued former president 
Donald Trump at the Federal District Court in 
Washington, claiming that he and his allies incited 
the Capitol Riots on Jan. 6. 

Though not a criminal case, the suit against 
Trump and his allies includes charges of incite-
ment to riot, negligence, conspiracy to violate 
civil rights, disorderly conduct, terrorism, and 
inflicting serious emotional distress. According  
to the New York Times, “If found liable, Mr. 
Trump could be subject to compensatory and 
punitive damages; if the case proceeds, it might 
also lead to an open-ended discovery process  
that could turn up information about his con-
duct and communications that eluded impeach- 
ment prosecutors.”

Several of Trump’s allies are listed as defen-
dants in the lawsuit, including Rudolph Giuliani, 
Donald Trump Jr., and Alabama Republican Rep. 
Mo Brooks, who called the lawsuit “scurrilous 
and malicious.” All of the defendants worked 
to overturn the 2020 election results and made 
appearances during Trump’s Jan. 6 rally which 
preceded the riots. An advisor to Trump, Jason 

Attorney General charged
by Lucy Holland
Culture Editor 

On Mar. 12, South Dakota Attorney General Jason 
Ravsnborg pleaded not guilty to three misdemeanor 
charges he faced after striking and killing a man 
walking on the side of the road with his car last 
summer. Prominent figures in the state across party 
lines, including Republican Governor, Kristi Noem, 
are calling for Ravsnborg’s resignation. A bipartisan 
group of lawmakers from the South Dakota State 
House of Representatives introduced articles of 
impeachment against Ravsnborg, but a 57-11 vote 
halted the proceedings in order to wait until after 
Ravsnborg’s trial.
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On Tues., Feb. 23, Gov. Noem released a video 
of Ravsnborg’s police interrogation with new details 
about the fatal accident the night of Sept. 12. 
According to police reports, Ravsnborg told officers 
that he believed he hit a deer that night and didn’t 
realize it was a person until he returned to the scene 
of the accident the next morning. That morning, 
Ravdnborg found the body of 55-year-old Joseph 
Boever off the side of US 14. However, in the depo-
sition video, officers claimed that Boever’s broken 
glasses were found in the front seat of Boever’s Ford 
Taurus. In the interview, one officer told Ravsnborg, 
“His face was in your windshield, Jason, think about 
that.” Boever was also reportedly carrying a flash-

Congressman sues Trump
Miller, declined to comment on the contents and 
claims of the lawsuit, but remarked that Swalwell 
was “a lowlife with no credibility.”

Swalwell isn’t the only person suing the former 
president. Among the ranks are New York pros-
ecutors, who are investigating Trump’s finances, 
prosecutors in Georgia, who are investigating 
attempts by Trump to overturn the election in 
his favor, and Democratic Mississippi Congressman 
Bennie Thompson, who filed a lawsuit with the 
NAACP that targets Trump’s involvement with 
extremist right-wing groups. Thompson’s suit, 
names a number of extremist groups as defendants 
and argues that radicalized hatred played a part in  
the violence.

TEAMWORK = DREAMWORK: Four people work to push a truck out of the snow.

light that investigators found still illuminated 
the next day. The police also found evidence of 
skid marks at the crime scene, showing Ravnsborg 
driving off the road and onto the shoulder where 
Boever was walking. 

After the release of the video, officials imme-
diately drew up articles of impeachment arguing 
that Ravnsborg should be removed from office 
due to “his crimes or misdemeanors in office 
causing the death.” Sponsor of the impeachment 
resolution and representative of the area where 
the crash occurred, Rep. Will Mortenson stated, 
“When we started looking through and think-
ing about the duties that the attorney general  
owes to the people of South Dakota, I think he 
owes a special duty to protect the people and 
uphold the laws. And I think that the actions in 
these incidents fell short of that duty.” A judge 
ordered the interrogation video and other evidence 
sealed on Feb. 25, stating that it violated Ravsn-
borg’s right to due process. This prompted a halt 
in impeachment proceedings until after charges 
are resolved. 

Ravsnborg did not appear in court on Mar. 12, 
but his lawyer Tim Rensch, appeared for him to 
plead not guilty and request 60 days to look over 
the evidence. Ravnsborg faces no felony charges, 
but three misdemeanor charges of careless driving, 
driving out of his lane, and operating a motor 
vehicle while on his phone, which could result in 
30 days jail time or a fine of up to 500 dollars each. 
(Sources: NBC, Reuters, NPR, CNN)
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HALLS OF POWER: Impeachment managers walk the Rotunda.PICTURE DAY: Jason Ravsnborg smiles for an official photo. 

Swalwell prosecuted Trump in the Senate trial 
in February. A majority of the Senate voted to find 
him guilty, including seven Republicans. However, 
a two-thirds majority was necessary to convict, and 
Trump was acquitted. Several Republican Senators 
who voted to acquit Trump, including Senator 
Mitch McConnell, believed that he was guilty, but 
expressed a belief that instead of the Senate, a 
court should try the case. After Trump’s acquittal, 
McConnell commented, “We have a criminal justice 
system in this country. We have civil litigation. And 
former presidents are not immune from being held 
accountable by either one.”
(Sources: NY Times, NBC, Washington Post)TAKING CHARGE: Noem calls for Ravsnborg’s resignation.

COUNTRY > PARTY: Swalwell urges Senators to impeach.
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