
rights activists hope he will continue to address their demands moving 
forward. They want him to support legislation that prevents future 
presidents from reinstating the rule as Bush and Trump did. This legis-
lation would come in the form of the Global Health, Empowerment, and 
Rights (HER) Act. If passed, this policy would eliminate the nation’s 
pattern of foreign abortion assistance restriction. (Sources: NY Times, 
Washington Post, NPR, IPPF, Reuters)
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by Sidney Bricker
Media Production Editor

Democratic leaders and President Joe Biden hope to work around the 
60-vote Senate threshold to pass a bill to authorize a 1.9 trillion-dollar 
COVID-19 relief package called the American Rescue Plan. Without 
Republican support, the bill will not meet the threshold needed to get 
past a filibuster. Democrats plan to use a complicated process called 
budget reconciliation that would allow them to pass the bill with a 
simple Senate majority, which they have the votes for.

The 1.9 trillion-dollar plan allocates around 1 trillion dollars 
towards another round of direct payments for families. This time, each 
payment would be 1400 dollars, plus an additional 600 dollars in aid 
approved in early January. Furthermore, around 440 billion dollars 
would go towards aiding struggling small businesses and communities. 
Biden’s plan would also issue approximately 400 billion dollars towards 
fighting the pandemic by increasing contact tracing and testing. It 
would also provide paid sick leave and fund a national vaccination 
program. During a speech in Delaware, Biden said, “I’m convinced we 
are ready to get this done. The very health of our nation is at stake.” 

Ten Republicans, led by Senator Susan Collins of Maine, offered a 
modified form of the American Rescue Plan as a proposal in a letter to 
President Biden on Jan. 31. Among the ten was Senator Bill Cassidy of 
Louisiana, who claimed that he expected the relief package proposed 
by the Republicans to consist of approximately 600 billion dollars. 
The Republican plan offers no aid to cities and states, but would send 
out a round of 1000 dollar stimulus checks to individuals. Though the 
ten Republicans who signed the letter would provide enough votes 
to pass a relief package without budget reconciliation, there is a 
sizable difference between the two plans. According to the New York 
Times, choosing the Republican proposal could cost Biden valuable 
Democratic support.

On Feb. 4, the Senate began a vote-a-rama. Senators will vote 

Biden and Democrats move to pass new COVID-19 relief bill 
on scores of budget-related issues including the American Rescue 
Plan. The vote-a-rama is a tradition in the budget reconciliation 
process, and its occurrence likely means the Democratic senators and 
the Biden administration plan to push ahead without accepting the 
Republican proposal. One issue that received resounding support was 
an amendment to the budget led by Republican Senator Susan Collins 
of Maine and Democratic Senator Joe Manchin of West Virginia. The 
amendment aims to guarantee that the government would not give 
the 1400-dollar relief checks to upper-income taxpayers.Sources: NY 
Times, NBC, WaPo, Politico, AP News)

•Biden defends
  abortion rights
•Tubman added
  to currency

by Jordan Chan
News Editor

One week into his first term, President Joseph Biden signed 
executive orders to protect Americans’ reproductive rights and access 
to abortion services. He rescinded what some had coined the “Global 
Gag Rule,” and restored funding to the United States Population Fund 
(UNFPA). Biden’s actions address those of his predecessor, former 
President Donald Trump, who had re-enacted the rule in 2017 and 
cut funding to the UNFPA during his term because he did not support 
government-funded abortion services.  

Biden stated that he intends to go “back to what the situation 
was prior to Trump’s executive order.” During the first week of his 

presidency, Biden also asked the Department of Health and Human 
Services to analyze Trump’s rule that suspended federal funding for 
domestic family planning programs like Planned Parenthood. These 
recent actions accompanied other steps aimed at expanding people’s 
access to health care and bolstering the Affordable Care Act. 

The Global Gag Rule, also known as the Mexico City Policy, aug-
ments the 1973 Helms Amendment, which had stipulated that foreign 
organizations that provide pregnancy terminations could not call on 
the U.S. for funding. Essentially, the gag rule built on existing poli-
cies that already prohibited international funding from the U.S. for 
abortion services. According to the International Planned Parenthood 
Federation (IPPF), “32 countries and 53 healthcare projects worldwide 
[were] affected by the Global Gag Rule,” and “it block[ed] critical 
funding for services like contraception, maternal health, and HIV 
prevention and treatment.” Critics also point to the fact that limiting 
access to these services leads to increased unintentional pregnancies 
and unsafe abortions.

The policy arose during the Reagan administration. Since then, 
Democratic presidents have rescinded it, while Republican presidents 
have reinstated it. In 2009, Obama explained that the policy “under-
mined efforts to promote safe and effective voluntary family planning 
in developing countries.” Similarly, Biden called the policy an “attack 
on women’s health access.” His chief medical adviser Anthony Fauci 
stated that rescinding the rule shows the Biden administration’s 
“commitment to protect women’s health and advance gender equality.”

Despite seeing Biden’s action as a step forward, some abortion 

Biden signs new executive orders protecting reproductive rights

OUTSPOKEN ON AUTONOMY: Supporters of Planned Parenthood protest for rights.

by Quincy Marks
Public Relations Manager

On Feb. 1, Jesus Garcia died in his cell at Miss 
In an effort to reunite children separated from 
their parents at the border during Donald Trump’s 
presidency, President Joseph Biden will create 
a new task force dedicated to returning these 
children to their families. According to CNN, three 
sources close to the issue confirmed that Dr. Jill 
Biden will take an active role in this task force; 
Dr. Biden’s interest in the American immigration 
system starkly contrasts with how Melania Trump 
handled the issue during her husband’s presidency.

In June 2018, Melania Trump sparked con-
troversy when she visited a border facility in 
Texas. The former First Lady’s attire frustrated 
critics, as she sported an olive green jacket with 
the phrase “I really don’t care. Do You?” written 
in white across the back. Many people were out-
raged that Trump would don a coat with such a 
harsh saying while visiting a facility that held 
immigrant children. After news outlets began to 
publish stories about her choice of attire, Former 
President Donald Trump tweeted that the saying 
on the jacket “refers to the Fake News Media. 
Melania has learned how dishonest they are, and 
she truly no longer cares!” 

In an effort to reverse Trump’s zero tolerance 
border policies, the Biden administration’s new 
task force aims to reunite families separated during 
Trump’s administration. Lawyers are still trying to 
find the families of 611 children. In an interview 
in December, ACLU attorney Lee Gelernt noted that 
“Not only has the Trump administration not been 
helping us, but it’s now clear they failed to disclose 
information in their possession,” as the Trump 
administration refused to give the lawyers access 
to key information, such as phone numbers and 
addresses of families, from the Executive Office for 

by Brynn Gibson
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Harriet Tubman will soon be the new face of 
the 20 dollar bill, as announced late last month by 
White House press secretary Jen Psaki. According 
to Psaki, President Biden’s Treasury Department, 
led by Janet Yellen, is currently exploring options 
to speed up the switch, which was delayed by the 
Trump administration until the year 2028. This 

announcement comes amid a wave of progressive 
executive orders and policy changes by the new 
Biden administration. 

In 2016, the Obama administration announced 
plans to redesign the 20 dollar bill. The goal was 
to replace the portrait of former President Andrew 
Jackson, the man responsible for the Trail of Tears, 
with that of Harriet Tubman, a former slave and 
abolitionist who helped hundreds escape slavery 
on the Underground Railroad. According to Obama’s 

Treasury Secretary, they planned to unveil the 
official design in 2020, on the 100th anniversary 
of the 19th amendment, which gave women the 
right to vote. 

However, this initiative faced opposition. 
Former President Trump expressed admiration 
for former President Jackson. Trump hung his 
portrait in the Oval Office, and once stated that 
“Andrew Jackson had a great history, and I think 
it’s very rough when you take somebody off the 
bill.” In the same speech, which took place in 
April 2016, before Trump took office, the former 
president suggested that the government should 
put Tubman on a less valuable note, such as the 
two-dollar bill. Thus, a few years into Trump’s 
presidency, all efforts to change the face of the 
20 dollar note halted.

In 2019 Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin 
announced that a 20 dollar bill with Tubman’s 
portrait would not be unveiled until at least 2026, 
and the bill itself would not go into circulation 
until at least 2028. Mnuchin explained that the 
Treasury Department needed to focus on other 
issues, like counterfeit bills, and that any decision 
to change the design of the 20 dollar note would 
be made by a future Treasury Department.

Under President Biden, that future Treasury 
Department has emerged. While exact dates for 
the design unveiling and initial minting are 
unknown, Psaki shared that the Biden Admin-

istration “is taking steps to resume efforts to put 
Harriet Tubman on the front of the new 20 dollar 
note” and that it is “important that our money 
reflects the history and diversity of our country.” 
Psaki also stated that any specifics, including a 
timeline, would come directly from the Department 
of Treasury, which has yet to release an official 
statement. (Sources: New York Times, Washington 
Post, The Guardian, NBC)

MONEY MOVES: Harriet Tubman sits in portrait photograph.

First Lady joins task force
Immigration Review. The lawyers working to remedy 
the situation hope that they will be able to reunite 
the remaining children using this information. 

CNN reports that Jill Biden’s interest in this task 
force arose in December 2019, after she visited Mat-
amoros, Mexico, a refugee camp on the Texas-Mexico 
border. Reflecting on her trip, Biden tweeted: “I’ve 
witnessed the pain of refugees around the world, but 
seeing it at our own border felt like a betrayal. My 
grandfather was once welcomed here from Italy, but 
today, we are turning away families who only want 
to give their children a life free of violence.” While 
President Biden has not announced the task force 
yet, news outlets speculate that officials from the 
Department of Homeland Security, Department of 
Health and Human Services, and the State Depart-
ment will run it.  (Sources: CNN, Forbes)

SPEAKING STRONG: Biden looks out over audience during presidential debate.
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BORDER BLUNDER: The US-Mexico border wall stands tall.
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BUDDING BIDEN: President speaks at a campaign funding event last year.
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SENSATIONAL SENATE: The senate is in session prior to COVID-19 pandemic.
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