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• Sarbanes introduces 
eiH.R.1 bill
• Texas temperatures 
eidip dangerously low

Texas lifts mask mandates Biden signs stimulus bill
by Caroline Wagner
Graphics Designer

In the wake of lowering statewide COVID rates 
and increasing vaccination rates, Governor Gregg 
Abbott of Texas issued an executive order ending 
the state’s mask mandate, going against the advice 
of state and local medical consultants. 

Abbott announced the news to the Lubbock 
Chamber of Commerce at Montelongo’s Mexican 
Restaurant. “With the medical advancements of 
vaccines and antibody therapeutic drugs, Texas now 
has the tools to protect Texans from the virus,” said 
Governor Abbott. “We must now do more to restore 
livelihoods and normalcy for Texans by opening 
Texas 100 percent.” 

The order went into effect on Mar. 10, allowing 
all businesses to reopen at full capacity, as well as 
reducing the legal protections for mask enforcement. 
However, schools, courts, and local governments 
still can require them in their facilities. In addition, 
businesses are allowed to require a mask and set a 
maximum capacity at their own discretion. 

Many businesses have decided to enforce 
mask wearing, but not without facing a backlash. 
Customers threatened to call ICE on Picos, a fami-
ly-owned Mexican restaurant, after they attempted 
to mandate mask wearing in their restaurant. “It 
was just horrific,” co-owner Monica Richards said. 
“People don’t understand unless you’re in our 
business what it felt like, how hard it was to go 
through everything we went through during COVID. 
For people to be negative toward us for trying 
to remain safe, so that this doesn’t continue to 
happen, just makes zero sense to us.”

Despite the orders from the Texas governor, the 
cities of Dallas, Houston, San Antonio, and El Paso 
plan to keep their mask mandate as COVID cases 
continue to rise in individual cities. It is unclear 
how these cities will enforce the mandate, but 
city-owned property such as libraries, police and 
fire departments, and public transportation will 
require masks. Under Texas law, cities are allowed 
to create their own health rules. However, Texas 
Attorney General Ken Paxton is suing the city of 
Austin for refusing to comply with state law in 
an attempt to rescind their mask mandate. “I told 
Travis County & The City of Austin to comply with 
state mask law,” tweeted Paxton. “They blew me 
off. So, once again, I’m dragging them to court.”

Other states, including Iowa, Mississippi, Mon-
tana, and North Dakota lifted their mask mandate 
as well. Governor Kay Ivey of Alabama announced 
that the state’s mask mandate will expire on Apr. 
9. Over 14 percent of Alabama’s population has 
received at least one vaccination shot, and hospi-
talizations are down by 77 percent. 
(Sources: CNN, Texas Tribune, CNBC)

by Revanth Rao
Sports Editor

President Joe Biden signed the American 
Rescue Plan Act on Mar. 11, providing nearly 1.9 
trillion dollars for COVID-19 relief. Compared to the 
two previous stimulus packages passed by Congress 
during the pandemic, a smaller but still significant 
percentage of the bill’s dollars go to businesses, 
with over half the money going to individuals and 
state and local governments.

During Biden’s presidential campaign, he prom-
ised a new stimulus deal to help people during the 
pandemic. After the Georgia run-off elections cre-
ated a Democrat-controlled Senate, Biden’s promise 
had a greater chance of passing through both 
chambers of Congress. However, Biden still had 
to make certain concessions to appease moderate 
Democrats such as Senator Joe Manchin in order 
to receive the votes necessary to pass the import-
ant legislation. Ultimately, the vote on the bill was 
divided along partisan lines, as no Republicans in 
either the House or Senate voted for it. This was 
a departure from the previous stimulus bills, both 
of which received bipartisan support.

Under President Donald Trump, two stimulus 
packages gave a combined 1.09 trillion dollars 
to Americans struggling during the pandemic. 
This new package will give 960 billion dollars to 
Americans in the form of stimulus checks, unem-
ployment insurance, tax credits, and health care. 
Single people earning less than 75,000 dollars will 
receive a 1,400 dollar check and couples earning 
under 150,000 dollars will receive 2,800 dollars. 
The bill will also extend federal unemployment 
insurance for about six months until Labor Day. 

Democrats are also noting that this bill will 
help millions of Americans escape poverty. Accord-
ing to research from Columbia University, this bill 
will lift around 13 million of the approximately 
40 million Americans currently living in poverty 
and could cut child poverty in half. This would 
be accomplished partially through the stimulus 
checks and extended unemployment benefits, but 
also through temporarily increased child tax cred-
its. The tax credits would give parents 3,000 dollars 
a year for children over six and 3,600 dollars a year 
for children under six. While this policy is only in 
place for one year, Democrats hope to eventually 
pass a law to make it permanent.

In addition to helping individual US residents, 
the American Rescue Plan Act provides over 500 
billion dollars in funding to state and local govern-
ments. The bill also gives money towards COVID-19 
vaccine distributions. 
(Sources: Washington Post, CNBC, NY Times)

Sarbanes introduces For the People Act to the House
by Sidney Bricker
Media Production Editor

On Mar. 3, Maryland Democrat John Sarbanes introduced a bill 
to the House of Representatives — H.R.1 2021 — that aims to 
expand and ensure voting rights throughout the country. Sarbanes 
first proposed H.R.1, also known as the For the People Act, on 
Jan. 3, 2019, and it passed in the House before the then majority 
Republican Senate blocked it. H.R.1 passed the House again when 
Sarbanes reintroduced it this month. The bill is now moving on to 
the Senate, which currently has a 50-50 split between conservative 
and liberal Congress members, and a Democratic majority thanks 
to tie-breaker Vice President Kamala Harris. 

The bill would have an enormous impact on voting in some 
states, though many of its sections are already law in others. It 
would essentially set a uniform standard for voting rights for 
states, making it so that a state must make voting easier or 
more accessible. The bill includes provisions that would allow for 
expanded mail-in voting, grant citizens at least 15 days of early 
voting, and stop states from banning curbside voting. 

The bill also attempts to stop partisan gerrymandering, which is 
when lawmakers specifically draw congressional districts to include 
certain voters and exclude others to increase their party’s chances 
of success in said districts. H.R.1 requires that commissions made 
up of non-lawmaker Democrats, Republicans, and Independents 
draw and approve new district borders. 

According to Rep. Sarbanes, “People are tired of having to run 
an obstacle course every two years to get to the ballot box. Last 
November, we saw people fight their way to the ballot box. They 
overcame a lot of obstacles, but we shouldn’t have those obstacles 
in the first place.” He claims that the bill would create “a system 
nationwide that respects the voter.” 

However, many Republicans have expressed their distaste for the 
bill, like Senator Mike Lee who stated “this is a bill as if written in 
hell by the devil himself.” 

Passing the For the People Act in the Senate could require at least 
60 votes, since Republican senators will likely choose to filibuster, 
allowing them to halt the bill in its tracks unless Democrats can find 
a way to secure ten Republican votes. Thus far, the bill has split the 
Senate along party lines, with Democrats in favor and Republicans 
against it. Some Democratic Senators are discussing attempting to 
abolish the filibuster altogether, but Democratic Senator Joe Man-
chin, among others, is strongly against eliminating it. Democrats 
need at least 50 votes to put a stop to filibustering, but Manchin 
has expressed that he believes the option to filibuster is essential 
to a bipartisan government. He has, however, indicated he may be 
open to the option of reforming the filibuster. 

Across the country, Republicans have proposed over 250 state-
level bills that attempt to curtail certain voting rights such as early 
voting and mail-in voting, as well as ban the use of ballot drop 
boxes. In Georgia, Republican lawmakers such as Representative 

Barry Fleming are introducing bills that many claim are deliberate 
attempts to make getting to the polls harder for Black voters. Fleming 
heads Georgia’s new committee called the House Special Committee 
on Election Integrity. Some believe the committee’s bill is a response 
to Georgia Republican’s loss of two Senate seats in the state’s runoff 
election in January.
(Sources: NBC, NY Times, Washington Post, CNN)

INSIDE SCOOP: Senator Amy Klobuchar speaks about the bill inside the Capitol.

Biden’s cabinet nominees get confirmed by the Senate   
by Revanth Rao
Sports Editor

As President Joe Biden completes his second full month in office, 
the Senate continues to confirm his nominees for key cabinet positions. 
Among Biden’s recently confirmed nominees are Secretary of Agriculture 
Tom Vilsack, Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo, and Attorney General 
Merrick Garland. Additionally, Neera Tanden, who Biden nominated to be 
the Director of the Office of Management and Budget, withdrew herself 
from consideration for the job.

Vilsack has extensive experience in the position, having worked 
in the job during both of President Barack Obama’s terms. Vilsack is 
a moderate Democrat who frequently sided with corporate interests 
during his previous tenure, leading some farmers, especially minori-
ties, to oppose his renomination. However, the Senate was supportive 
of the former Secretary, approving his nomination with a vote of 92-7. 

Prior to accepting her new role as Secretary of Commerce, Rai-
mondo was serving her second term as governor of Rhode Island. 
She is known as a Democrat who promoted business during her 
governorship. Raimondo mentioned the need to help businesses and 
workers affected by the pandemic during her confirmation hearing, 
in particular highlighting the plight of minorities and low-income 
families. The Senate confirmed Raimondo with a 84-15 vote.

A particularly important nominee was Garland, his nominee 
for Attorney General. Garland, a judge on the D.C. Circuit of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals since 1997, is known for being Obama’s final 
Supreme Court nomination. However, due to obstruction by Repub-
licans in the Senate, his nomination never reached the Senate floor 
for a vote and the empty seat on the court eventually went to Neil 
Gorsuch, a Donald Trump nominee. Garland built a reputation as 
a moderate liberal during his time as a judge, and his nomination 
received bipartisan support from the Senate, which voted 70-30 to 
confirm him.

One Biden nominee who will not receive a confirmation vote is 
Tanden, who chose to withdraw from the nomination process. Sena-
tors questioned Tanden’s past during her confirmation hearing, with 
members from both parties finding some of her tweets and statements 
offensive. After Democratic Senator Joe Manchin chose not to vote 
for her, Tanden did not appear to have the 50 votes necessary to be 
confirmed, which likely led to her withdrawal prior to an official vote.

While many of Biden’s nominees have been confirmed, a handful 
are still awaiting a vote or confirmation hearing. This is not out of the 
ordinary, however, as Senate confirmations are often slow, meaning 
it may take months for Biden’s cabinet to be complete.
(Sources: LA Times, NPR, CNN)POINT OF VIEW: Gina Raimondo expresses her views to a crowd in Rhode Island. 

OLD FRIENDS: Merrick Garland (left) meets with Chuck Schumer (right). 
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LISTEN UP: Joe Biden speaks to a crowd in Des Moines.  
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SAFE TRAVELS: A group wears their masks while walking.
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