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An art-collective-turned-civil rights group — “Tha Hood Squad”— 
hosted an event and march in celebration of the late civil rights activist 
Martin Luther King Jr. on Mon., Jan. 18. 

At 2:00 PM in Los Gatos Town Plaza Park, the organizers kicked  
off the event by playing Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream”  
speech for attendees. The organizers of the event, Tha Hood Squad, 
then spoke, giving insight into the story behind the formation of Tha 
Hood Squad and the group’s purpose. The event transitioned into a 
march to support Black Lives Matter, racial inclusion, and peace in 
Los Gatos. The march was thoroughly planned, complete with team 
members to help control traffic, medics to assist those in need of medi-
cal aid, and sanitation officers to provide hand sanitizer and maintain 
COVID-19 safety protocols. 

Tha Hood Squad, with groups operating throughout the 
Bay Area and Los Angeles, came to Los Gatos after witnessing  
an upswing in pro-Trump rallies downtown. An anonymous volun-
teer said, “We’re all just a community that came together when this  
movement sparked in June and July. We’ve built up a sense of belonging 
here.” Aside from being active in the Black Lives Matter movement, 
Tha Hood Squad also helps local homeless communities by providing 
them with food and supplies. 

In comparison to the numbers of attendees at local marches over 
the summer, numbers of those in attendance were not nearly as high. 
When asked why, another anonymous source said, “The previous 
marches were organized by people who are from here. The people who 
are speaking today are not from here, and they’re Black.” 

As the event moved into a march through downtown Los Gatos, vol-
unteers ran ahead of the group to control traffic. Medics, interspersed 
throughout the crowd, handed out food and water to those in need of 
sustenance. The march concluded back in Town Plaza Park. Volunteers 
offered attendees a warm meal after the event.  

Tha Hood Squad BLM march happens downtown LG

OUT OF THE ORDINARY: Tha Hood Squad organizers stand in front of their tent. FAMILY MATTER: A protest organizer and his daughter pass police building.

by Lexi Kupor
Public Relations Manager

Five months after former chief Eddie Garcia resigned from his 
position to transfer to the Dallas police force, the San Jose Police 
Department (SJPD) continues its search for chief candidates who 
will bring unique perspectives to the team. 

San Jose City Manager David Sykes announced six police chief 
finalists on Jan. 25. Shortly before the memo release, former Oakland 
police chief Anne Kirkpatrick removed herself from consideration. 
She was soon joined by Minneapolis police Chief Medaria Arradondo, 
who withdrew from the process later that night. 

Now, four out of five current candidates — Acting Chief David 
Tindall, Deputy Chief Anthony Mata, Deputy Chief Heather Randol, 
and Captain Jason Ta — all come from inside the SJPD, while the 
fifth — Jeremy Bowers — served 17 years at the SJPD before trans-
ferring to the Piedmont police department. 

As a result, Sykes announced an additional extension on the 
search process, sparking controversial discourse. Sykes claims that 
“although we have a super strong internal candidate pool, we have 
fallen short on establishing an external perspective to be included 
in the community process.”

Many officials echo Sykes’s desire to diversify the applicant 
pool and gain outside influence. San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo 
described the current mix as “not what anyone would consider a 
robust set of candidates,” noting that the city cannot “[choose] the 
best and the brightest… if we don’t have a sufficient number of  
external candidates.”

Conversely, others expressed apprehension over extending 
the process of an urgent appointment and possibly decreasing 
requirements in order to encourage a higher volume of applica-
tions. Paul Kelly, President of the San Jose Police Officers’ Asso-
ciation, emphasized that “each day of delay stalls our ability to 
agree to and enact improvements to our operations, to vigorously  
address our ever increasing emergency response times, and to 
reduce crime.”

Prior to these recent developments, Arradondo’s previous con-
sideration evoked substantial dissent, as one of the white officers 
responsible for the May 2020 death of George Floyd served within 
his department. The impacts of this event quickly rippled across the 
nation, and SJPD officers received accusations of utilizing rubber bul-
lets and tear gas against protesters throughout the summer. The Min-
neapolis Police Department described that Arradondo had merely sent a  
resume in response to a recruiter and had not spoken directly with 
the SJPD. 

As the process broadens once more, the SJPD encourages con-
stituents to attend a virtual forum with chief finalists on Feb. 13 
at 10 AM to gain further context on the candidates. 
(Source: Mercury News)

SJPD looks to broaden its applicants before decision

ENFORCING LAWS: Former SJPD police chief Garcia poses for a photograph.

by Alexandra Evans
News Editor

Under the name of “Jane Doe,” a Los Gatos 
High School alumna has come forward as a survi-
vor of sexual assault by former LGHS track coach 
Chioke “Chee” Robinson. In a video released on 
Vimeo by Corsiglia McMahon & Allard Attornies for 
Sex Abuse Victims on Jan. 31, Doe testifies that 
Robinson groomed and abused her during her time 
at LGHS. The consequent lawsuit demands repara-
tions, as well as changes to the LGHS culture and 
child protections. 

According to Doe, Robinson “blurred the line 
between coach and friend,” recalling that “it 
seemed as though this line did not apply to him.” 
In confirmation of her abuse, Doe listed multiple 
witnesses of his misconduct, a recovered preg-
nancy test, and letters detailing sexually explicit 
messages which he wrote to Doe. Her mother 
approached the police with evidence in 1999, but 
Robinson avoided arrest until 2019 and maintained 
his position as a coach at LGHS until 2001.

In her junior year, Doe quit running track 
to avoid further encounters with Robinson and 
moved on from LGHS altogether. Doe expressed, 
“My dreams of running in college, or even going 
to college, were shattered.” Her traumas related 
to Robinson were far from over after leaving the 

school, as she continued by saying, “what hap-
pened to me in high school followed me over the 
next two decades and continued to drown me 
throughout my life.”

Doe felt that her story finally came full circle 
at Robinson’s 2019 arrest on six counts of sexu-
ally abusing minors. She revealed that those who 
were there to listen to her story were incredibly 
empowering. Without them, Doe feared, “[she] 
would still be living in shame, [she] would still be 
living in silence.”

The complaint states that LGHS administration 
would have fired Robinson sooner had another 
coach, Willie Harmatz, not pushed back against 
this action. Furthermore, Doe’s attorney Robert 
Allard details in the suit how LGHS had “turned a 
blind eye” to the abuses. In the lawsuit, Harmatz is 
liable for defending Robinson’s sexual misconduct. 
According to the suit, when two other student 
athletes shared their stories of abuse from Robinson 
with Coach Allard, he allegedly threatened them 
about following up with the police. 

Attorney Lauren Cerri urges anyone with infor-
mation to come forward and speak with the firm as 
they are investigating the claims. Cerri emphasized 
that “all communications are 100% confidential.”
(Sources: Corsiglia McMahon & Allard, Mercury 
News, CBS SF Bay Area, KCTV5)

by Brynn Gibson and Emily Duvall
Graphics and Culture Editor

Adjourning for the second time this year, 
the Los Gatos Town Council held its most recent 
bimonthly meeting last Tuesday. The agenda, which 
was set before the meeting, consisted of numerous 
“consent items” which, as routine actions, passed 
in a single motion. Consent items include standard 
confirmations of past Los Gatos Town Council meet-
ing procedures, as well as simple approvals for town 
projects and permits. The Feb. 2 meeting included a 
single “other business” item, in which members of 
the public were permitted up to three minutes each 
to explain their thoughts and opinions regarding 
the proposal. Items in this category require more 
complex approvals.

This month, the six consent items –– which 
received brisk and decisive approval –– included 
the approval of the past two Town Council meeting’s 
minutes as well as the certification for the Caltrans 
Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant Program. 
Also included were the authorization of procedures 
for both the Annual Curb, Gutter, and Sidewalk 
Maintenance Project and the Annual Street Repair 
and Resurfacing Project. Lastly, the Pacific Library 
Partnership Grant Funds received confirmation for 
budget adjustments. 

The singular “other business” item involved 
the approval of the First Amendment to a park-
ing agreement with Tesla Inc. The Los Gatos Town 
Council voted unanimously to approve this First 
Amendment and begin movement forward with the 
project with Tesla Inc. 

The Tesla Inc. First Amendment Parking Agree-
ment proposed that the Town of Los Gatos approve 
of the installation of eight charging stations, or 
Superchargers, for Teslas specifically. These will be 
placed in the North Parking Lot, which is located on 
the north side of Highway 9 in between University 
Avenue and N. Santa Cruz Avenue in downtown Los 
Gatos. The completion of this agreement will have 
a large fiscal impact on Los Gatos. Due to the fact 
that Tesla will pay the town a total of $8,000 per 
month, this adds up to a grand total of $96,000 for 
the year. The town will benefit financially from the 
approval of this proposal.

These new Superchargers are supposed to ben-
efit the town, and since the council proceeded to 
unanimously approve this proposal, the chargers 
will bring in revenue as well as benefit the environ-
ment. Also, with the new additions to the parking 
lots, the town hopes to attract drivers passing 
through into restaurants and shops who want to 
stop and charge on their route. Electric vehicles 
like Teslas lower greenhouse gas emissions, which 
fits the town’s efforts to be more conscious of the 
environment. 
(Source: Los Gatos Town Council)RUNNING LAPS: LGHS track team practices at Helm Field.

LIGHT IT UP: North Santa Cruz displays glittering lights.

TAKING TO THE FIELD: The school field hosts sport events. CHILLIN’ IN TOWN: People walking in town during a rally.
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