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Earlier this month an unmasked passenger assaulted Uber driver 
and Napalese immigrant Subhakar Khadka in his car in San Francisco 
after asking her to exit the vehicle. The passenger, Malaysia King, 
was one of three passengers involved in the altercation; she coughed 
on Khadka, took his phone, and ripped off his mask. Upon leaving 
the car, another passenger reportedly pepper sprayed him through 
the passenger seat window. A video of the incident circulated online, 
quickly capturing national attention.

Khadka says he picked up the three women in Bayview and drove 
half a block before realising one of the passengers was not wearing a 
mask. According to Uber’s COVID-19 policy, all riders must prove they 
will be wearing a face covering before they confirm their trip on the 
app. Upon noticing this breach of policy, Khadka pulled over. Since 
the woman did not have a mask with her, he drove a short distance 
to a gas station for her to purchase a mask.

While the woman was inside the store, the other two passen-
gers verbally threatened and insulted Khadka. By the time King 
returned, Khadka decided the ride was no longer worth it and asked 
the three women to exit the vehicle. This prompted the maskless  
passenger’s assault.  

Footage of the assault shows the woman removing her new mask to 
cough on Khadka before grabbing his phone. A few seconds later, King 
rips off his mask. Verbal insults and threats continue for the duration 
of the video. After finally exiting the car, another assailant allegedly 
sprayed pepper spray through the partially rolled-down front passenger 
window. This was not captured on camera, however.

A South Asian immigrant, Khadka believes the target was specific 
to him because of his race. With the rise of COVID-19, the world has 
seen an increase in hate crimes against people of Asian descent. 
According to NBC, in 2020 anti-Asian hate crimes increased by almost 
150 percent. In an official statement last Thursday, Uber said that all 
three riders are banned from their services, and that “Uber does not 
tolerate racism or hate in any form, against any community.”

The San Francisco Police Department has since arrested one of 
the three women who was in the car, 24-year-old Malaysia King. The 
accounts detailed within her arrest consist of a warrant for assault 
and battery, conspiracy, a violation of health and safety, as well as a 
warrant for assault with a caustic chemical. As of Mar. 11, no other 
suspects have been arrested, but the legal council of one suspect has 
suggested she plans to turn herself in. 
(Sources: NBC, The Guardian)
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Uber passenger wreaks havoc by assaulting her driver

Cortese proposes new bill AAPI face hateful attacks
by Lexi Kupor
Public Relations Manager

In hopes of combating sexual exploita-
tion in the digital sphere, state Senator Dave 
Cortese (D-San Jose), recently introduced SB 
435, the “Ending Online Sexual Trafficking and  
Exploitation Act.”

The bill would allow victims of sex traffick-
ing to file a civil action against distributers and 
uploaders of sexually explicit, non-consensual 
photos and videos. This “actionable material” 
includes content depicting a minor or that which 
was originally recorded or photographed with the 
person’s consent, but was later shared without their 
permission, among other categories.

If a distributor is notified to remove the con-
tent, but fails to do so, they will be fined 100,000 
dollars for every two hours the material remains 
online or double that amount if it contains a 
minor. Additionally, online spaces in violation of 
the legislation must communicate this violation 
on their website.

The bill, the first of its kind nationwide, formed 
in response to rising instances of sexual abuse and 
exploitation on digital platforms. According to 
the National Human Trafficking Resource Center, 
California-based internet sites host the greatest 
number of these cases annually. Acknowledging 
this trend, Cortese explained that “child sex traf-
ficking is a major issue in our state, and the inter-
net is its biggest platform… SB 435 will dismantle 
a billion-dollar industry that is profiting off of child 
sexual abuse, sexual assault, and rape.”

In the local community, the tragedies leading to 
this bill’s formation are especially prominent. Sheila 
Pott, who lost her 15-year-old daughter and former 
Saratoga High School student, Audrie, to suicide 
after she was sexually assaulted and cyberbullied, 
recently shared her endorsement of Cortese’s leg-
islation. “Sharing nude images without consent is 
one of the cruelest forms of digital torture, and 
because this happened to Audrie and we know the 
pain it causes, we of course want to help anyone 
else who encounters this,” she remarked.

The wide-ranging supporters of the bill include 
Next Door Solutions to Domestic Violence, the Coali-
tion Against Trafficking in Women, and Enough is 
Enough Voter Project — founded by Michele Dauber, 
who led the campaign to recall former Judge  
Aaron Persky in 2018. 

This endeavor is not Cortese’s first attempt 
to provide additional protections for survivors of 
sexual assault. In 2020, he introduced a Title IX 
audit at Santa Clara County schools as a county 
supervisor and previously founded the Anti-Human 
Trafficking Team. As the fight for justice continues, 
he expresses hopes that “people who have any kind 
of a moral compass whatsoever, representing both 
individuals and the corporate world are going to 
come forward and [agree].”
(Sources: SF Gate, California State Senate 
District 15)

by Jordan Chan
News Editor

One person is dead and several are injured 
following a surge of anti-Asian violence in the 
Bay Area in early February. The attacks reflect an 
increase in anti-Asian rhetoric that has occurred 
across the country since the COVID-19 pandemic 
began. The sheer number of attacks in the Bay 
Area — as well as the fact that many have occurred 
in broad daylight — are concerning for many 
individuals. According to the organization Stop 
AAPI Hate, which tallies self-reported acts of hate 
and discrimination towards Asian Americans and 
Pacific Islanders (AAPI), 708 of the 2,808 incidents 
reported during the last year or so occurred in the 
Bay Area.

On the morning of Jan. 28, in San Francisco, 
Antoine Watson assaulted Vicha Ratanapakdee, an 
84-year-old man from Thailand. The altercation led 

to Ratanapakdee’s death in a San Francisco hospital 
and Watson’s arrest two days later. Watson has 
pleaded not guilty to the charges of murder and 
elder abuse. Although his lawyer calls the incident 
“an outburst of rage” on Watson’s part, Ratanapak-
dee’s family believes that the assault had racial 
motivations. Footage of the attack went viral on 
social media, and members of the Asian-American 
community saw it as an accurate representation of 
the senseless animosity towards Asian-Americans 
in the past year. 

Three days later, another video of an attack 
went viral, this one depicting violence against 
a 91-year-old man walking around Chinatown in 
Oakland. Although this victim was Latino, many 
accounts of the incident described him as Asian, 
and according to Carl Chan, president of the 
Oakland Chinatown Chamber of Commerce, this 
man’s assault occurred alongside dozens of other 
anti-Asian crimes in Chinatown.

Community leaders, business owners, and law-
makers in the Bay Area have come together to stand 
against hatred towards AAPI. One such instance is 
the rally on Mar. 13 hosted by California Assembly-
member Evan Low and Councilmember Pam Foley at 
the San Jose City Hall Rotunda dubbed Stop AAPI 
Hate. Low stated, “I was waiting for some type of 
rally organically to happen. Weeks pass[ed] by, and 
I saw nothing. So I said to myself, ‘We must just do 
it ourselves.’” Santa Clara County District Attorney 
Jeff Rosen and San Jose mayor Sam Liccardo were 
among the rally’s attendees. 

Los Gatos Mayor Marico Sayoc also spoke out 
 on the issue, posting photos of the rally on 
Instagram captioned, “Los Gatos stands united 
against racism. Hate against [AAPI] communities 
has risen during the COVID-19 pandemic. Together, 
we can stop it.”
(NY Times, SF Chronicle, KQED, NPR, CBS SF Bay 
Area, Stop AAPI Hate)

Bleu Fig establishes storefront for charcuterie boards
by Georgia Kaufman
Humor Editor

A storefront for locally sourced grazing boards and boxes has 
recently come to the town of Los Gatos. Kim Burt opened Bleu Fig’s 
retail and kitchen location Feb. 6, 2021, and her business has been 
booming for the past month.

Given unpredictable COVID guideline changes — especially for 
small-business owners — Burt spoke about the struggles she has 
faced while opening her business. In an interview, She mentioned 
how “opening a business during quarantine has been both chal-
lenging and rewarding. The challenge has been mainly working to 
make sure all of the ever-changing COVID protocols and guidelines 
are met.” 

However, Burt has been able to appreciate the accomplishments 
of her storefront opening: “The most rewarding part has been meet-
ing so many amazing people who are excited to support a new small 
business.” With customer feedback being one of the main successes 
of her business, Burt enthusiastically explained, “Customer feedback 
has been phenomenal. [We have] a lot of happy and supportive 
customers.” The customers of Bleu Fig are consistently “excited to 
see what [the store] has, and are extremely happy to have a new 
type of business in town.”

With her business’s exponential growth, Burt went on to speak 
about Bleu Fig’s future: “I am very excited about the potential Bleu 
Fig has in Los Gatos. I am also extremely excited to watch its growth 
once COVID-19 is just a mere memory.” As of right now, Burt is not 
looking to extend her business beyond Los Gatos. “Being born and 
raised in LG, it only makes sense that Bleu Fig stay local. With our 
Main Street location, I am not looking to expand at this point.” 

Boards can be pre-ordered 48 hours in advance, or there are 
single-serving “charcuterie-to-gos” and picnic boxes in the fridge 
that are ready to go whenever suits. Other than professionally 
prepared grazing boards, the store sells a plethora of all things for 

your charcuterie board needs. From popcorn, to picnic baskets, to 
candies, Bleu Fig has it all.

Bleu Fig is ready and open for business Wednesday through 
Sunday, 11 AM - 3 PM. The store is conveniently located right across 
from Los Gatos High School, at 254 E. Main Street. 

UBER EVERYWHERE: San Francisco hosts many Uber drivers and passengers. EPIC RIDE: Uber cars storm the San Francisco streets with impatient customers.

FOMENTING CHANGE: Cortese advocates for survivors.

COME ON IN: The Bleu Fig storefront hosts a sign depicting its adorable logo. ALL YOU NEED: Bleu Fig sells all charcuterie board supplies inside its store.

DOING THE MOST: Attendee of the rally holds up a sign.
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