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Of the many clubs Los Gatos High School 
offers, the Mock Trial team stands out as one of 
the district’s strongest student-led organizations. 
In October, the team started working on a new 
case that the California Mock Trial Association 
assigned. All teams in California received the 
case People vs. Croddy this season. The team then 
works to analyze, assign roles, and create evidence 
for their assigned case until they compete after 
Winter break in January and February. 

LGHS competed against six different schools 
of 20 with mock trial teams across California. 
This season they went up against Willow Glen, 
Saratoga, Homestead, Cupertino, Gunn, and 
Evergreen. They slowly worked their way up a 
bracket system, until they reached the quarterfi-
nals against Homestead, last season’s champions, 
on Feb. 9. They won quarterfinals, moving them 
on to semifinals for the first time in years. On 
Feb. 11, they competed in a close match against 
Cupertino, losing by 23 points. 

Tatum Thomas, a junior at LGHS, joined the 
mock trial team in freshman year and is now a 
captain and attorney on the team, along with El 
Gato staff member and LGHS senior Alaina Fox. 
Although the pandemic has altered the way mock 
trials work, the team still pushes on. All mock 
trials took place over Zoom, and guests were only 
allowed to watch their semifinal match. Thomas 
said, “Taking something that was originally super 
important that it was at the actual courthouse 
and doing it over zoom was definitely different...
everything from hand motions to finding a private 
place in your home...were minor challenges we 
had to adapt to.” 
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Santa Clara County transitions from purple to red tier
by Alex Evans
News Editor

Santa Clara County moved from the purple COVID-19 tier to the red 
tier, which means the positive test rates are down, more members of 
the community are vaccinated, and restrictions have been lessened. 

To move down in tiers, there are two requirements: a lower testing 
positivity rate and fewer daily new cases. If both conditions are not 
met, a county remains in the more severe tier. The tiers are organized 
into color categories, with the worst conditions in purple and red and 
the best in orange and yellow. The purple or widespread tier is the 
highest level allowed before a county goes into shelter in place. On 

Mar. 3, Santa Clara County moved into the red tier, also labelled the 
substantial tier. This means testing positivity has remained between 
five and eight percent per one hundred thousand people each day. 
In addition, each day new cases are between four and seven in  
100,000 people. 

One factor that encouraged the downshift in tiers is widespread 
coronavirus vaccination. The state remains in phases 1A, 1B, and 1C of 
vaccination. In Phases 1A and 1B, the vaccine is available to members 
of the community who are health care workers, people in long-term 
residential care, 65 or older, or work with agriculture, food, education, 
childcare, and emergency services. On Mar. 15, vaccinations expanded 
into Phase 1C those between the age of 16 and 64 who have a health 
condition, disease, or illness making them at high risk for the virus. 
This expansion will also cover those who are in a living space or work 
environment placing them at elevated risk for exposure, such as public 
transportation employees. 

Depending upon multiple factors, certain activities will resume or 
expand due to the shift in tiers. Conditions needed to reopen include 
the ability to wear a mask during the activity, a set amount of people 
occupying a certain square footage, time of exposure, contact between 
households, physical interactions, airflow, physical distancing and 
more. Acknowledging this, certain businesses have opened with lim-
ited capacity. These businesses include, but are not limited to, hair 
salons, barber shops, retail stores, certain sightseeing experiences, 
gyms, movie theaters, places of worship, and outdoor recreational 

Saint Francis faces lawsuit
by Georgia Kaufman and Jenna Roselli
Humor Editor and Center Editor

The parents of two 14-year-olds accused of wear-
ing blackface have sued St. Francis High School in 
Mountain View for over 20 million dollars. They claim 
that the school’s decision to punish their sons was 
based on a misunderstanding of “a photograph from 
[an] innocent event.” The lawsuit arose because the 
two students faced the choice of immediate expul-
sion or to leave the school themselves after the 
school administration discovered a photo of three 
boys with dark paste on their faces.

The photo, from Aug. 17, 2017, depicts three 
boys, two of whom were St. Francis students, in a 
bathroom with a dark green facemask painted all 
over their faces. The case states the names of the 
two students by their initials, A.H. and H.H., and 
calls the other boy Minor III. Allegedly, the parents 
of A.H., Bruce H. and Tanya H., had bought their 
child an acne face mask because he was experienc-
ing breakouts. Minor III sent the picture to a friend 
who then proceeded to screenshot and display it as a 
Spotify playlist cover. According to the lawsuit, A.H. 
and H.H. were unaware that the photo spread online.

The case began in Aug. 2020 when complaints 
arose in regards to St. Francis’ alums’ allegations of 
other racist actions. A group of St. Francis gradu-
ates who owned a meme Instagram account made 
fun of the death of George Floyd in a post from 
mid June. People began to call out the high school 
for its racism following the exposure, leading to 
the picture of the boys resurfacing. However, the 
lawsuit claims the boys’ actions were unrelated to 
other racist instances. 

The story recently made national headlines, 
appearing on Snapchat’s news highlights through 
services like NBC News and The Daily Mail.

In an email to a concerned parent regarding the 
racism at St. Francis, Assistant Principal Meighan 
Friedsam stated, “We have been thorough in our 
investigation, we have issued extremely serious 
consequences, and we continue to communicate 
with our students that racist behavior is unac-
ceptable.” The lawsuit claims otherwise, stating 
that the school failed to investigate the situation 
comprehensively. In light of the lawsuit, some 
are concerned that the school was negligent in 
their decision-making in an attempt to hurriedly 
appear that fighting racism was a priority instead 
of striving to find the truth.

The lawsuit states: “At no time did the boys 
engage in ‘blackface,’ nor did they intend to do so 
or mimic doing so. Neither A.H. nor H.H. had even 
been aware of the term ‘blackface,’ let alone what it 
meant or signified.” Although the boys claim they 
truly did not know what they were doing, some 
feel that it falls under the fault of St. Francis for 
failing to educate their students about the topic. 
(Sources: NBC News, Mercury News, SF Gate,  
SF Chronicle)

LGHS Mock Trial thrives

Fisher Middle School reopens with hybrid schedule
by Michaela Thimot
National/World Editor

On Feb. 1, Fisher Middle School reopened its gates to sixth grade 
students for in-person learning, and the school followed this up two 
weeks later with the return of seventh and eighth grade students 
in a hybrid schedule. Taking precautions to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19, the middle school administration has been able to bring 
nearly half of Fisher’s students back to in-person learning.

In the classrooms, each of which contains an average of 10 stu-
dents, desks remain six feet apart, and all students must keep their 
masks on at all times. To ensure the campus is as safe as possible, 
the administration moved the classrooms so they are in a wing with 
other teachers in their core classes, as opposed to being in wings 
arranged by subject. Before entering the school, students must wait 
in a line — six feet apart from each other — for someone to check 
their temperature and sign them into the school. Additionally, 
students from each of the three grades arrive at staggered times 
and enter through separate gates. 

The Fisher student body consists of roughly 1100 kids. Conse-
quently, the administration broke up the students into two cohorts, 
A and B. By doing this, the school was able to separate the 640 
students currently attending in-person classes into two more man-
ageable groups. Every week, the classes switch between Cohort A 
and B, which gives each student a chance to return to the campus. 

Teachers must focus on a class of online students while they are 
also teaching a class of students in the room with them. In order 
to do this, they experiment with different ways to ensure both sets 
of students remain engaged throughout the lessons. Trying out 
many different ways to teach two sets of students simultaneously 
has worked best for seventh grade science teacher Shaun Rudolph 
since classes resumed. Being back in the classroom with his students 
has allowed Rudolph to “be able to be a real person in their life as 
opposed to an online personality.” 

Not all students were on board with the idea of going back to 
school when the option first appeared, so many did not sign up for 
the hybrid schedule. As a result, those students are not currently 
allowed on campus, but there are opportunities for them to sign up 
and return on either Apr. 19 or Apr. 26.
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facilities. Alternatively, some services remain shut completely, such 
as bars without meal service and amusement parks. 

Moving into the red tier also permits LGHS reopening phases 3A 
and 3B. The prerequisites for these phases includes the school being 
in the red tier and all teachers having the opportunity to get vac-
cinated. However, being in the orange tier regardless of vaccination 
status also allows LGHS to move into the phases. As the first scenario 
has been met, students will reenter campus on Mar. 24, and students 
will then go to campus for one class period every Wednesday for two 
weeks. Following April’s recess, returning students will attend school 
two days a week following the modified schedule adopted for this 
year which can be located on the Los Gatos-Saratoga Union School  
District Website. 
(Sources: COVID19.CA.GOV, County of Santa Clara Emergency Opera-
tions Center, KCRA3)

DON’T TRY HER: Attorney Pela Karamanolis attends trial.

Adapting to the COVID-19 guidelines, a standard 
competition over Zoom looked like this: students 
renamed themselves to their role, side and court-
room number. The team was placed into a Zoom 
with more than 250 people competing that day 
where the leader of the California mock trial district 
spoke to all of the teams. Then, Zoom hosts placed 
competing teams into breakout rooms that acted as 
court rooms consisting of the two competing teams, 
real volunteer attorneys, and a real judge. Judges 
gave students feedback and the attorney volunteers 
scored the match, which then determined a winner. 

According to Thomas, “the biggest thing is 
presentation — how you’re presenting yourself… 
any moment you can take with your witnesses to 
make them do a joke..or to emphasize a point...
tone is super important.” She says it is important 
to be “really engaging. Tell a story. It’s more than 
just the facts.” 

For the past seven years, Clare Vickers has worked as one of 
the two assistant principals at Fisher. Vickers has worked tirelessly 
with the rest of the administration to ensure the transition from 
online to in-person school goes smoothly for the students. She 
remarked, “I’m truly so proud of the Los Gatos Union School Dis-
trict. We were one of the very first, if not the first, Middle School 
in Santa Clara County to get kids back on campus. So that’s really 
important to me now.”

LET’S LINE UP: RJF students wait by the gates to check in before entering.
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SIGN IN AND SANITIZE: Kids must go through a sign-in process at the gates.
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BACK TO BUSINESS: Restrictions across SCC will lessen as it moves down in tiers.

SF IN THE SPOTLIGHT: SFHS, above, deals with scrutiny.

MUST WEAR MASKS: Signs in downtown Los Gatos remind people to wear masks.
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