
by Jordan Chan
News Editor
 The beloved Great Bear Coffee shop has helped support the Los Gatos 
community and combat local racism, while also serving delicious brews, 
despite the pandemic and its challenges.
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Grove releases a new reopening plan
by Sophie Sullivan
Opinion Editor

Superintendent Mike Grove released a modified school reopening 
plan on Jan. 29, discussing two potential scenarios for the district to 
move into a hybrid learning model. This is Phase 3 of the reopening plan.

In an email, Grove stated that moving into Phase 3A would involve 
all students having the opportunity to “return to school for in-person 
activities on Wednesdays for a portion of the day,” with stable morn-
ing and afternoon cohorts. The District will only move into Phase 3A 
if Santa Clara County (SCC) moves into the Red Tier and all staff are 
vaccinated, or if the county moves into the Orange Tier, “regardless of 
vaccine availability.” Students will have the option to attend class via 
simulcast — tuning into a livestream of in-person instruction — if 
they choose not to return to campus in Phase 3A.

LGSUHSD anticipates testing all staff twice a month and is look-
ing into outside vendors to “secure optional surveillance testing for 
on-campus students.” According to the District’s Feb. 4 webinar, both 
Saratoga and Los Gatos have taken a number of safety measures to 
minimize spread of the virus: installing HVAC filters, testing “portable… 
filtration units,” and a digital system to screen students and staff at 
the end of each school day.

The District is currently in Phase 2 of its reopening plan, with all 
students in remote learning and “targeted small cohorts of students” 
returning to campus for some in-person activities. Grove clarified that 

Opinion

National

the District cannot legally move into Phase 3 or expand reopening plans 
until the county returns to the Red Tier for five consecutive days. At 
the time of his email, the current adjusted case rate (ACR) for SCC was 
22.8, more than three times the minimum ACR to enter the Red Tier. 
As of Feb. 6, test positivity rates remain below the Red Tier’s threshold.

Principal Paul Robinson stated in an email last Friday that “this 
transition could begin in March or early April,” contingent upon cur-
rent conditions.

Grove’s email also noted that “students who choose not to return to 
school” for any part of Phase 3 including Phase 3B will “continue with 
full distance learning.” He clarified that the “timing and feasibility of 
a potential move to 3B are uncertain at this time,” but would involve 
all students in expanded in-person cohorts.

Grove clarified that according to California guidelines, schools 
that reopen may stay open regardless of the tier. Closure would occur 
if within a 14-day period an outbreak occurs in “25 percent or more 
stable groups in the school” or “at least three outbreaks occurred in 
the school and more than 5 percent of the school is infected.”

The District also announced that they received 1.3 million dollars 
in funding for 2021 to cover costs related to “COVID, distance learning, 
and making plans for reopening.” This will cover student and staff 
support, equipment, and personal protective equipment. 
(Source: LGSUHSD)

BACK TO BUILDINGS: Phase 3A will allow for a partial return to LGHS classrooms.

WE STAND WITH YOU: Great Bear Coffee’s storefront features a variety of signs.

-Study shows connection between cannabis
 dispensaries and opioid-related deaths

COFFEE AND COMMUNITY: Employees sport Great Bear merch during the march.

 Shortly after the protest on Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Great Bear 
Coffee received an unusual message due to its open support for the 
Black Lives Matter movement, which gained traction in Los Gatos after 
a different protest planned by an LGHS student following the murder of 
George Floyd many months ago. The message read: “If you are a COM-
MUNIST SYMPATHIZER, You WILL Be Boycotted. If you take down all 
your signs supporting the terrorist groups of BLM and Antifa, then we 
will reconsider our boycott of your store. [Signed,] THE TOWNSPEOPLE 
OF LOS GATOS.” The note appeared to be in response to the two signs 
in Great Bear’s front window, one of which states “We Stand With You” 
and the other of which says “Black Lives Matter.” Two other shops on 
North Santa Cruz Avenue that received the same message, Oak and Rye 
and Juice Co., display similar signs in their windows.
 Referencing the incident, Evans asserted, “We’re not going to take 
[the signs] down. . . we’ve made it pretty clear what our stance is.” 
Soon after, she posted about what happened on social media, and “it 
just exploded.” Community members showered Great Bear with sup-
port by sharing the story on their own accounts, sending their account 
hundreds of positive messages, and patronizing the shop. The weekend 
afterwards brought Great Bear some of the busiest days they have seen 
since the beginning of the pandemic. The people who left the notes 
had signed “The Townspeople of Los Gatos.” Evans laughed, “Trust me, 
honey, ‘The Townspeople of Los Gatos’ don’t feel like that. I have seen 
firsthand that they do not.”
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 Great Bear employees attended a Martin Luther King Jr. Day rally on 
Jan. 18 planned by Tha Hood Squad, an art collective that focuses on 
social activism and providing meals for communities in need. In July 
of 2020, Caitlin Evans — the assistant manager, weekend manager, 
and social media manager at Great Bear — first offered free coffee to 
Tha Hood Squad. Since then, the group has dropped by for free coffee 
around once every week. Despite the unrelenting challenges of the 
pandemic, Great Bear is especially grateful that it brought about their 
connection with Tha Hood Squad. Evans stated, “They’re incredible. They 
saw a need here for something like that [protest]. They were willing to 
come out and do it. Los Gatos was really lucky.” While talking about 
the other work the group does, Evans continued, “I don’t like taking 
credit for anything that they do. I just give them coffee. They are out 
there. . . literally cooking thousands of meals a day and handing them 
out personally.”

all photos J. Chanall photos J. Chan

CLEAR CAMPUS: Most LGHS students work remotely under the current guidelines.
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