
The Spurs hired Hammon full-time in 2014, 
making her the first female assistant coach in NBA 
history. Speaking on his decision to hire Hammon, 
Popovich stated, “Obviously, I think very much of 
her abilities having hired her. That all began when 
I saw her play.” Hammon also previously assumed 
the Spurs Las Vegas Summer League team’s head 
coach three times. Last season, Popovich promoted 
Hammon to senior assistant coach. This year, 
the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame 
nominated Hammon, once again, for her work 
as a coach. 

The historic nature of the Wednesday game 
did not go unnoticed by those in basketball. Many 
figureheads within the basketball community con-
gratulated Hammon for the milestone, speculating 
that an NBA head coaching role may soon be in her 
future. Spurs point guard Dejounte Murray gushed 
when asked about Hammon, stating, “The future 
is bright for her. I hope she just sticks to it and 
doesn’t give up. One day it may happen, it may 
not happen, who knows, but she’s definitely on 
the right road. I think everybody here appreciates 
her... She’s setting an example for every woman 
out there.”

The Los Angeles Lakers also gave the coach 
kudos, with LeBron James stating, “It’s a beautiful 
thing just to hear her barking out calls, barking 
out sets. She’s very passionate about the game. So 
congrats to her, congrats to our league.” Lakers 
head coach Frank Vogel commented that her role 
is “well deserved.” He also noted his respect for 
Hammon, adding, “She’s going to be a great coach 
one day.”
(Sources: CNN, NY Times, NPR)

commented. “Around September, maybe August, [my family] hired a 
pair of people that had all these connections, and were able to help me 
establish good relationships with coaches. The two helped me figure 
out what to record in my footage. They really helped me establish a 
good recruiting campaign.” About a month and a half later, she had 
a spot on Occidental’s team.

 Milheim’s determination and dedication both on and off the vol-
leyball court is unmatched, and will continue to follow her to college 
and beyond.

by Alexandra Evans
News Editor

Los Gatos High School track and field is set to start its season on 
Mar. 15, as long as Santa Clara County (SCC) allows sports seasons 
to resume by this spring. According to the California Interscholastic 
Federation (CIF), track and field is a season two sport, spanning March 
through June. Due to the non-contact nature of the sport, the CIF 
placed track and field in the purple tier, meaning it is free to resume 
even in spite of widespread coronavirus cases. The only factor which 
could limit track and field practice from resuming would be further 
SCC restrictions; otherwise, the season will begin on schedule. After 
the practices resume on Mar. 15, competitions will be permitted as 
early as Mar. 29. 

Currently, the track and field team is searching for a new head 
coach. Leading the interview process is LGHS Athletic Director Ken 
Perrotti, Assistant Principal Amy Drolette, and a student to represent 
the athlete’s point of view — who will remain anonymous. The new 
head coach will most likely be named by Feb. 1, after all interviews 
have been conducted. Throughout the preseason and in the interim, 
before a head coach is named, Paul Larwyk has volunteered to lead 
workouts and conditioning for track and field participants. Alongside 

SCC allows LGHS Track and Field to begin on Mar. 15

SPORTSSPORTS
Volume 95 Number 5Volume 95 Number 5 www.elgatonews.comwww.elgatonews.com Friday, January 22, 2021Friday, January 22, 2021

by Sonali Muthukrishnan
National/World Editor

Becky Hammon became the first female to serve 
as a head coach in an NBA game on Dec. 30. During 
the second quarter of the game, Hammon took over 
for San Antonio Spurs head coach Gregg Popovich. 

Hammon stepped in after the referees ejected 
Popovich for arguing. The Spurs played against the 
Los Angeles Lakers, losing 121-107. Because of NBA 
regulations, the loss will go on Popovich’s record 
rather than Hammon’s, as all results belong to the 
team’s official head coach. 

Since her youth, Hammon dreamed of becom-
ing a professional basketball player, but she never 
expected to become a trailblazer in the NBA coach-
ing community. The basketball veteran had a 
16-year career in the WNBA as a guard, in which 
she was a six-time All-Star. Passed over for the US 
Olympic Team, Hammon represented Russia in 2008 
and 2012, where she also played professionally. In 
2013, Hammon tore the anterior cruciate ligament 
in her left knee, forcing her to retire from playing 
basketball professionally. While in rehabilitation, 
she served as a coaching intern for the Spurs. 

Hammon coaches SA Spurs 
by Jordan Chan 
News Editor

The Professional Golfers’ Association (PGA) of 
America will distance itself from former President 
Donald Trump because of Trump’s role in the insur-
rection at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6. The R&A, a 
well-known and respected golf club based in St. 
Andrews, later followed in the PGA’s footsteps.

Four days after the riot, PGA of America Pres-
ident Jim Richerson announced that its board of 
directors voted to move the prestigious 2022 PGA 
Championship off the Trump National Golf Club in 
Bedminster, NJ. He emphasized that the decision 
had to do with protecting the PGA’s reputation, 
stating: “It has become clear that conducting the 
PGA Championship at Trump Bedminster would 
be detrimental to the PGA of America brand.” 
This decision will hurt Trump’s course — and by 
extension, his business empire — financially, 
and some see this decision as a major blow to the 
reputation of Trump, whom famous golfer Jack 
Niklaus has said “loves the game of golf more 
than he loves money.”

After hearing that the PGA had moved the loca-
tion of their 2022 Championship, the Trump Orga-
nization was “incredibly disappointed,” believing 
the PGA had “no right to terminate [their previous] 
agreement.” It is not clear whether the Trump Orga-
nization will pursue legal action against the PGA. 

Similar to the PGA, the R&A will not host cham-
pionships at Trump’s Turnberry golf course until “the 
focus will be on the championship, the players, and 
the course itself.” Martin Slumbers, the CEO of R&A 
added, “We do not believe that is achievable in the 
current circumstances.”

Eamon Lynch, a Golfweek writer, believes golf 
fans can expect the PGA to move the 2022 Champi-
onship to the Southern Hills Country Club in Tulsa 
or the Liberty National Golf Club in New Jersey, 
although this decision has not been finalized. The 
PGA needs to find a new venue quickly, seeing as the 
tournament is scheduled for May 19 through May 22. 

This instance is not the first time figures in 
the golf industry have thought about distancing 
themselves from Trump. In fact, according to Lynch, 
the PGA had multiple conversations in the past 
two years about whether the 2022 Championship 
should be moved. In 2015, the PGA of America also 
moved a tournament off of Trump’s course because 
of insensitive comments he made about Mexican 
immigrants. When Trump asserted that he stood by 
his words, the LPGA, PGA of America, PGA Tour, and 
USGA wrote a joint statement that read, “[We] do 
not usually comment on presidential politics, [but] 
Mr. Trump’s comments are inconsistent with our 
strong commitment to an inclusive and welcoming 
environment in the game of golf.”
(Sources: PGA Tour, Reuters, Golfweek, AP, ESPN) 

PGA leaves Trump’s course

the new head coach, multiple assistant coaches are in place to return 
as the season begins. However, the risk which coronavirus poses has 
prevented some assistant coaches from returning.

After the initial coronavirus shutdown in March 2020, track and 
field restrictions didn’t allow the team to return until late June. Then, 
while restrictions permitted them to gather, some cohorts met to work 
out and condition. Some of those groups included throwers and sprint-
ers. Other instances have allowed Coach Larwyk to work with smaller 
groups of athletes or for track athletes to meet with individual coaches. 

With the season resuming, social distancing, mask wearing, and 
other tactics to reduce the transmission of the virus will be used. 
These strategies are recommended in a document published by the CIF 
regarding track and field COVID-19 modifications in cooperation with 
the National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS). The 
document also lists other strategies to be implemented to reduce the 
spread of the virus in a track and field environment, including the 
sanitization of batons, blocks, and throwing equipment, and covering 
high jump and pole vaulting pits with tarps. 

When competition resumes, Mr. Perrotti has expressed that trav-
elling with a smaller competition team may be necessary; however, 
track and field can accommodate any athlete looking to join. Perrotti 

CUTTING TIES: The PGA is leaving Trump’s course (above).

continued, “I would never encourage a policy that would be exclusive.” 
All interested in track and field are welcome; needless to say the team 
has a bright future ahead. 
(Source: CIF)

RING OF HONOR: Hammon speaks after receiving an award.

DELAYED START: Track and field will begin in March this year instead of January.
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POM: Milheim commits to Occidental for volleyball
by Maya Gomez
People Editor

Whether she’s bumping, setting, or spiking the ball, senior Kimiko 
Milheim puts 100 percent into everything that she does on the 
volleyball court. This second semester senior has dedicated precious 
time and energy to the sport and has committed to play at Occidental 
College in Southern California next year.

 The 17-year-old athlete’s mother and namesake introduced her 
to the sport while enrolling her in a youth league during her grade 
school years. After receiving private lessons from her mother, who also 
played volleyball in high school, Milheim began playing on the C.T. 
English Middle School team. She started her competitive career during 
her freshman year with the Mountain View Volleyball Club’s (MVVC) 15 

Premiere team. As she enters adulthood, Milheim revealed that she will 
always look up to her mother: “My mom will always be there as a role 
model... she shows me that the work really does pay off.” 

Today, Milheim plays indoor and beach volleyball with the Imua 
Volleyball Club on the 17 Power team as a libero. While her current 
tournaments have been postponed due to coronavirus guidelines, she 
and her teammates are still making the most of the situation and 
practicing twice a week at a facility in Monterey, CA. 

Milheim disclosed that “it’s definitely difficult playing with the 
masks, because we’re indoors and breathing hard. My club practices 
also last for around three hours at a time, so it’s pretty enduring.” 
Nevertheless, Milheim is grateful for the opportunity to practice during 
COVID times, calling it “a miracle.”

In December, Milheim officially committed to attend Occidental 
College. “I’m going to major in psychology, because I’m hoping to 
become a criminal psychologist,” she stated. “The minds of criminals 
fascinate me. I want to figure out why they would do ‘this and that.’” 

She explained that she is excited to play volleyball with Occidental 
at a Division 3 level: “I can really focus on the academic side of things, 
but still keep volleyball in my life. I’ll still have it as a stress outlet 
for my academics, similar to how I do in high school.”

While recruitment had always been on Milheim’s radar, she only 
began the process in February 2020, just before the global pandemic 
struck. “Once COVID hit, I had to find ways to get footage of me playing 
to send to the coaches, because tournaments were all gone,” Milheim OFFICIALLY COMMITTED: Milheim poses for a photo with an Occidental hoodie. TAKING FLIGHT: Milheim leaps in the air to spike the volleyball over the net. 

photos courtesy K. Milheimphotos courtesy K. Milheim

courtesy wikimedia commonscourtesy wikimedia commons courtesy wikimedia commonscourtesy wikimedia commons

courtesy A. Evanscourtesy A. Evans


