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NBA starts amid COVID-19 China starts on esport arena
by Revanth Rao
Sports Editor

On Dec. 22, the 2020-21 NBA season officially 
tipped off with a game between the Brooklyn Nets 
and the Golden State Warriors. While typically the 
NBA season begins in October, the opening game 
was delayed by two months due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Despite facing some challenges playing 
games amid a global pandemic, the NBA season 
continues to entertain and excite.

In the Western Conference, the defending 
champion Los Angeles Lakers, with star players 
LeBron James and Anthony Davis, have continued 
to outclass their competition and sit atop the 
standings. The LA Clippers are also among some 
of the best teams in the West, as their superstars 
Kawhi Leonard and Paul George have come out of the 
gate strong and built upon their success from the 
previous season. The Phoenix Suns have also made 
an early impression, as their trade for Chris Paul in 
the offseason has vaulted them from their status 
as a losing team to a top team in the conference.

In the Eastern Conference, the Philadelphia 
76ers have played well initially, as their stars Joel 
Embiid and Ben Simmons have meshed nicely with 
their offseason additions of Danny Green and Seth 
Curry. The Milwaukee Bucks, featuring reigning Most 
Valuable Player Giannis Antetokounmpo, have also 
been a major East contender following their trade 
for point guard Jrue Holiday. Additionally, the Nets, 

while not sporting as stellar of a record as the 
Bucks and 76ers, have also been considered as a top 
team in the NBA following their blockbuster acqui-
sition of former MVP James Harden to partner him 
with existing stars Kyrie Irving and Kevin Durant.

While the NBA season has continued in the 
wake of a seemingly worsening pandemic, the 
coronavirus has found a way to affect the league’s 
scheduling. Prior to the season, the NBA instituted 
a policy of daily testing and contact tracing. In 
the event of a positive test, all infected players 
and players who were deemed their close contacts 
would enter the league’s Health and Safety Pro-
tocols until they could be cleared. If a team had 
fewer than eight available players, their upcoming 
game would be postponed. Since the beginning 
of the season, over 10 games have already been 
postponed. While some speculated that the NBA 
would temporarily shut down to control the spread 
of the virus, the league instead chose to tighten 
the protocols in hopes of limiting as much contact 
between players as possible.

Despite the pandemic casting a shadow over 
the NBA season, the league is continuing to push 
ahead. While the league’s future may be uncertain, 
the current state of basketball still promises          to 
be entertaining.
(Sources: ESPN, NBC Sports, NBA)

CHASING POINTS: Raptors Kyle Lowry runs to the basket.

by Raphael Pelayo
Media Production

Earlier this month, the city of Shanghai, China, 
announced that they had begun construction of a 
5.8 billion yuan (898.2 million US dollars) esports 
event hub in a push to become the new esports 
capital of the world. The hub, officially known 
as the Shanghai International New Cultural and 
Creative E-Sports Center, will span across 500,000 
square meters and include several stages alongside 
a hotel for sponsor companies and esports teams. 
The center is expected to open by 2024. Currently, 
China has the largest esports market in the world, 
with 720 million people who play video games in 
the country, 70 percent of whom play competi-
tively viable esports. 

Despite the global pandemic, China’s esport 
industry earned approximately 20 billion dollars 
in 2020, with estimations showing that the market 
is rapidly growing for the next several years. Chi-
nese esports revenue primarily generates in both 
mobile gaming and national PC gaming esports 
like League of Legends and Overwatch. Due to  
COVID-19, many LAN events and tournaments 
have been canceled around the world. However, 
thanks to more lenient legal restrictions in China 
regarding large gatherings, China was able to host 
several large tournaments in 2020. This includes 

the 2020 League of Legends World Championship 
held in Shanghai and the 2021 Championship to be 
hosted in Shenzhen, China.

With no official esports capital of the world, 
China would have to compete with other major 
gaming regions to claim the title. South Korea and 
its capital city Seoul is a key competitor, as a large 
amount of esports viewership and competition lies 
in South Korea. Additionally, many esports organi-
zations possess players exported from South Korea, 
such as the Overwatch League team San Francisco 
Shock, which features 7 out of 11 players who are 
Korean natives. Another primary contender for the 
title of esports capital is Los Angeles, as much of 
the viewership and market lies in the United States. 
As many tournaments are held in Los Angeles and 
Las Vegas, such as the Evolution Championship 
Series held annually in Las Vegas, many consider 
the western gaming hotspot to be centered around 
these two areas.

Since esports entertainment is almost entirely 
digital, the ability to claim the title of gaming cap-
ital of the world lies very significantly on both the 
location of major gaming tournaments and conven-
tions such as TwitchCon, as well as the country of 
origin of major league players. With China as a rising 
star in the esports industry, there is a high potential 
for them to be a solid contender for the title.
(Sources: CNBC, AFK Gaming, ESPN)

PACKED CROWD: Esport enthusiasts watch teams compete.

NFL playoffs continue through the divisional round     
by Senji Torrey
Media Production

This past weekend, the NFL playoffs 
advanced to the Divisional Round with eight 
of the top teams facing off against each other. 
This quarter-final stage of the playoffs tested 
all eight of the teams, however, only four suc-
ceeded in taking the next step to the Conference 
title game.

The first of the four matchups pitted the 
top NFC contender Green Bay Packers against 
the underdog Los Angeles Rams. Despite the 
pressure of the occasion, the Rams were able 
to keep the game within reach for the first 
three quarters. In fact, the fast-paced play of 
LA in the third quarter took the usually alert 
Green Bay defense by surprise, and almost 
shifted the momentum to the Rams. However, 
an unanswered Packers’ touchdown in the fourth 
quarter solidified Green Bay’s lead. By the end 
of the game, the Packers won 32-18.

Just hours after the Rams/Packers game came 
a matchup between the Buffalo Bills and Baltimore 
Ravens. This fixture began slowly, and by the end 
of the first quarter, the only points on the board 
were a Buffalo field goal. This mundane feel per-
sisted for most of the game, barring a 101-yard 
interception returned for a touchdown by Bills 
cornerback Taron Johnson that sealed a 17-3 win 
over Baltimore.

On Sunday, the day kicked off with an AFC 
game between the Kansas City Chiefs and Cleveland 
Browns. Kansas City was the definitive favorite in 
this matchup due to their star quarterback, Patrick 
Mahomes. However, after Mahomes left the game 
with a serious head injury, the scales began to tip 
to favor the Browns. Cleveland did catch up and get 
dangerously close to taking the game, yet the margin 
that Mahomes set up turned out to be enough for 
a 22-17 win over the Browns.

The final Divisional game saw the New Orleans 
Saints take on the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. Six-time 
Super Bowl winner Tom Brady led his Tampa Bay 
squad against an equally skilled Drew Brees’ led 
Saints team, making this matchup one of true 
quarterback class. Brees, who declared that this 
season would be his last, guided New Orleans in 
true veteran fashion for all four quarters. However, 
four unlucky turnovers — two of which came in 
the final minutes of the game — by New Orleans 
allowed Tampa Bay the opportunity to convert for EYES DOWN FIELD: Rodgers escapes out of the pocket.

their only three touchdowns of the game. These 
last-minute turnovers by the Saints gave the 
Bucs the time to run out the clock and claim 
their 30-20 victory, and a ticket to the NFC 
Championship game.

With just under three weeks to go until 
Super Bowl LV (55), the pressure is mounting on 
these four title contenders to perform on each 
and every snap. As the road to the superbowl 
continues next weekend. 

GET READY: Igoudala and Siakam prepare for a jumpball.

OLD GUNS: Brady and Brees talk after a tough game.
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BE READY: Shanghai is set to be the focus city for esports.
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Kyrie Irving pays fine to the NBA after absence from play  
by Michaela Thimot
National/World Editor

The National Basketball Association (NBA) fined Brooklyn Nets 
point guard Kyrie Irving 50,000 dollars on Jan. 15 after he violated 
the league’s strict COVID-19 health and safety protocols. They also 
forced him to forfeit over 800,000 dollars for the two games he missed.

Earlier in the week, a video surfaced on social media of Irving 
maskless at an indoor party for his 30-year-old sister. The video pic-
tured him laughing, dancing, and joining the rest of the partygoers in 
celebration. The NBA prohibits any of its players from attending indoor 
gatherings with 15 or more people present. Following the discovery 
of his violation, the league required Irving to complete a five day 
quarantine, during which he will forfeit his salary. 

This is not the first time Irving has paid a fine this season; in early 
December, the league fined Irving 25,000 dollars for refusing to fulfil 
his required media sessions. Prior to receiving the fine, Irving issued 
a written statement regarding his refusal to speak to the media. The 
player wrote, “I am here for Peace, Love, and Greatness. So stop dis-
tracting me and my team, and appreciate the Art. We move different 
over here. I do not talk to Pawns. My attention is worth more.” The 
league grew irritated with his disregard for his obligations, prompting 
them to issue the fine. Irving is halfway through a 4-year, 136 million 
dollar contract. 

Turner Sports analyst Charles Barkley was not shy in voicing his 
opinion regarding Irving’s actions in an interview with ESPN. “When 
you become a professional and you’re making 30 [to] 40 million dollars 
a year, you are held to different standards than most people. He has to 
show up to work. It’s time for Kyrie to grow up and be a great player, 
not just a talented player — be a great player and be professional.” 

Irving has not commented on his whereabouts or spoken to any 
media outlets about the issue. He did not play in the Net’s game against 
the Orlando Magic on Saturday Jan. 16, which was contingent on him 
providing a negative COVID test. Irving has not played since Jan. 
5, making this his 7th consecutive missed game. The first five were 
unrelated to the league violation and instead the result of unstated 
personal reasons.
(Sources: ESPN, USA Today, Yahoo Sports)

ONE ON ONE: Kyrie Irving matches up against superstar Russel Westbrook.
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GIVE IT YOUR ALL: Irving passes the ball down court to his fellow teammate.


