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• Yamamoto excels  
   on the soccer field
• Nolan shines in the  
   skating rink

by Maya Gomez
People Editor

Whether he’s playing board games with his 
family, expanding his knowledge of European 
cars, or perfecting his technique on the basketball 
court, sophomore Harris Campbell always works to 
improve. At only 16 years old, Campbell is already 
going above and beyond in multiple arenas, namely 
online school. 

Campbell disclosed that the shift from in-person 
to online school was certainly difficult at first. “Per-
sonally, I find it harder. I’m able to retain information 
better when I’m in a school environment.” Campbell 
explained that, “In the classroom, it’s a lot easier to 
focus, and to wrap my head around school.” 

However, once he got used to the online curric-
ulum, Campbell was able to spend more of his time 
enjoying his favorite LGHS classes, specifically Kurt 
Kroesche’s 10th grade English class. “I love English. 
I feel like I’m learning a lot more that I can apply 
to real life now.” He added that his interest in the 
language is because, “If [he] get[s] into a workplace, 
[the content] would come back to [him] and be 
really useful.” Campbell revealed that he plans to 
go into computer science and aspires to become 
a software engineer and code an app of his own 
after high school. 

C a m p b e l l  s h o o t s  h o o p s

Appleton explores art, law, and music

by Alaina Fox
Editor-in-Chief

If you’re looking for witty retorts, inspirational guidance, or unbe-
lievable talent, look no further than senior Sasha Prostota. A natural 
teacher and performer, Prostota brings her all to every endeavor, from 
extracurricular activities to friendships. Humble as she is, she may 
slip by unnoticed at first, but once you meet Prostota, you’re not 
likely to forget her.

While the dreaded senioritis seems to be dragging most of the class 
of 2021 into its clutches, Prostota has known her track — education 
— since she was young and shows no signs of slowing down or veering 
off. She recalled, “After the first day of preschool, I came home, set up 
my stuffed animals, and started playing teacher.” As the years have 
passed, her interest has only grown. “I’ve always admired my teachers 
and experienced how much my love for a subject was influenced by 
how it was taught; that’s kind of what inspired me.” 

Between taking rigorous courses, spending her weekends tutoring, 
and teaching dance classes at her studio, she’s already preparing for 
a career in education. In particular, she hopes to teach math. Her 
passion for the subject began with her studies with the Russian School 
of Mathematics, which she attended from fourth to tenth grade. For 
six years, she spent four hours after school each Friday learning math. 
Though many people felt bad for her, she revealed that she enjoyed 

the experience, as she appreciated that, “at [the] RSM, math never 
felt divided into units like it was at school; everything we learned 
connected and built off previous material.”

Beyond her career and academic pursuits, Prostota also dedicates 
herself to extracurricular activities with drive and fervor. Having danced 
since she was six years old, Prostota strives to always  improve and 
branch out. Speaking on the variety of classes she takes, she recalled, 
“When I was younger, I danced a lot of partner cultural dances and 
ballet. But now, I’m mainly focusing on contemporary and modern 
dance, although I do take hip hop because I desperately want to get 
better at it.” What she loves most is that “each dance is accompanied 
by a different emotion that I get to act out. I always loved playing 
different parts.” She quipped, “Dancing is like playing a role in a 
musical (thankfully without the singing).” 

Additionally, Prostota is competing in her second season of 
mock trial this year. For the 2020-21 case, she’s starring as Lee 
Croddy, the defendant. With her clever responses, quick thinking, 
and unbeatable sense of humor, she’s been known to stun oppos-
ing teams into shocked silence; somehow, she’s always in control, 
regardless of what the attorney cross examining her thinks when 
they begin. Though so far the team has only scrimmaged, there’s 
no doubt that Prostota will lead the defense team to victory when 
tournaments begin next week.

Whether she’s jotting down notes in the classroom, perfecting her 
dance routines in the studio, delivering her lines in the courtroom, 
or even just carrying on a conversation, Prostota wows those around 
her with her commitment and enthusiasm. 

Prostota dances through her senior year

Campbell was introduced to basketball at a young 
age with childhood friend and fellow classmate Peter 
Bowen in kindergarten. He recalled that, “He and I 
got into an argument over something, like six-year-
olds do. I was mad, so I stormed off to the basketball 
court and just started playing. We loved it. From 
then on, Peter and I would play basketball with [our 
teacher] Ms. Flores every day during recess.” The 
athlete began playing the sport competitively in the 
fourth grade. Today, Campbell plays with his club 
team, Arsenal AAU. He hopes to obtain athletic and 
academic scholarships, aiming to play basketball and 
study at a Division 1 level school, such as UCLA. He 
dreams of being drafted into the NBA as an adult 
and is currently putting in hard work every day to 
achieve his goal.

Even during the coronavirus shutdown, basketball 
still occupies nearly all of Campbell’s thoughts, time, 
and energy. While he puts countless hours into the 
sport, it also acts as an outlet for him. “Basketball is an 
escape for me. Some people go on runs or meditate; I 
play basketball.” Campbell added, “As I practice more 
and more, I use my brain less and less. So if I’m ever 
going through something or if something’s up, I’ll just 
go play. It’s a way for me to clear my mind.” The player 
revealed that it keeps him “steady and grounded.”

The athlete’s determination, perseverance, and 
valor will lead him to great places. Campbell is a bril-
liant athlete and a bright young man with a promising 
future ahead of him.

by Alia Arafeh
Editorial Editor

LGHS junior Finley Appleton is a creative, artistic student with a 
plethora of talents. While Appleton’s current hobbies include art and 
music, she hopes to pursue a career in law. Through her time spent 
studying abroad in Denmark, Appleton strengthened the academic 
and social skills she now uses to exceed in every aspect of her life.

A true artist at heart, Appleton revealed that “art is something 
that’s always been a part of my life. I’m sure I was born holding a 
pencil.” Her artistic style, as she describes it, focuses on semi-realism, 
content pieces, and personal drawings. On the social media platform 
TikTok, Appleton’s account, featuring her art, has amassed over 
24,000 followers. 

In addition to art, Appleton is a lead jazz singer at LGHS through 
the jazz band honors class, along with playing the guitar, ukulele, 
and piano. Appleton “plans to pick up the bass soon. [She’s] pretty 
versatile with her instrumentation.” 

Though she enjoys these activities, she described them as just 
hobbies, as she plans to pursue a career in law. “I think that I have 
a very good voice when it comes to debating… and I think that it’s 
very unused and I would love to have more opportunities to utilize 

it,” Appleton stated. She plans to attend a program at Yale and learn 
more about law and politics. Along with this, Appleton is politically 
active, having attended Black Lives Matter protests and created her 
own charity, artistsforcharity.com. She came together with fellow 
artists and sold prints, eventually raising $1,000 for the Black Lives 
Matter movement. Though this project is on pause at the moment, 
she “plan[s] to revamp the site and create more prints related to 
political issues, gay rights, trans rights, and just fighting for things 
[she] believes in.”

Appleton feels her time studying abroad in Denmark changed 
her perspective on school and socialization. She attended a school 
just outside of Aalborg, Denmark, and this experience allowed her 
to expand her horizons. “I stayed in a dorm with five other girls and 
we were all from different countries, but we all got really close,”  
she recalled. “I think in America we really value hard work, but in 
Europe, and especially Denmark, they value being happy more than 
anything.”

While she’s still been able to succeed, Appleton also struggles with 
ADD. She explained “I wasn’t able to [work through] it alone… and I 
think that it is hard to combat it. I guess the best metaphor for it is 
when you have ADD, you feel like you have all these papers in your 
brain and they’re flying around, but you have to learn how to stack 
those papers up neatly.” Appleton learned to take advantage of her 
struggle by setting goals for herself and using these small goals to 
help her succeed in the long run. 

As a multifaceted person, Appleton also finds joy in combining 
 her interests. “I’m working on my first album, which is a little secret, 
but I’m planning on drawing my album cover,” she said. Clearly, Apple-
ton has a bright and highly anticipated future, and she will surely 
succeed in everything she sets her mind to.  
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by Emily Duvall and Alex Evans
Culture Editor and Local News Editor

Living a life full of soccer, family, friends, and 
her studies, sophomore Malia Yamamoto takes 
on a packed schedule. Yamamoto can master 
almost anything flawlessly, but she is especially 
 talented at soccer, playing at the Elite Clubs National 
League (ECNL) level. Yamamoto lives in Los Gatos with 
her mom, dad, and dog, Mel. Prior to the pandemic, 
Yamamoto enjoyed meeting up with her extended 
family for dinner parties or mochitsuki, a tradition 
where she makes mochi with her grandparents.  

Yamamoto has found many ways to occupy her 
occasional free time throughout quarantine. For the 
majority of her life, she has found joy in reading a vari-
ety of books ranging in different genres, lengths, and 
authors. As an avid reader, Yamamoto also enjoys writing 
in the school setting. “My favorite subject has always  
been English,” she commented. “I’ve always had great 
teachers who’ve made it interesting.” 

Aside from reading and writing, Yamamo-
to’s passions for travel and world exploration  
are like no other. She loves everything about travel, 
and explained that it makes her feel more connected 
to the world surrounding her. 

Despite having multiple hobbies and a rig-
orous school schedule, Yamamoto spends  
countless hours on the soccer field. Yamamoto 
has played soccer since she was in kindergarten, 
beginning her journey at the De Anza Force Soccer 
Club. She began competitive play in second grade,  

yamamoto masters sports
and she said she “has always been in love with 
the game and the sport itself.” Yamamoto is still 
playing with her same team she started out with 
when she was younger, and she plays at the high-
est level; ECNL. She has additionally participated  
in U.S. Youth National Team Identification Centers, 
which are soccer trainings to which one must be 
invited to participate. These Identification Centers 
are a great way to be seen by colleges, as well as the 
U.S.Youth National Team. As a center back, she excels 
at funneling the ball through her team and connecting 
with them. 

In the coming years, Yamamoto will take 
 on ambitious journeys like no other. She antic-
ipates taking her soccer skills to the next level 
and hopes to play Division I soccer in col-
lege. Throughout college and into her adult life,  
Yamamoto then plans to follow another passion of 
hers, travel, by keeping up with all the best travel 
destinations. She claims, “I would love to pursue travel  
in my future.”

Yamamoto is a terrific individual who values 
academics, friendships, her sport, and the world 
surrounding her. She has wonderful aspirations 
and goals for herself which she works towards 
everyday. If you get the chance to chat with 
her, be sure to ask her about her favorite book, 
Looking for Alaska by John Green. Yamamoto is 
 such a special girl, and quite remarkably, she has in 
fact seen two pretty best friends.
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