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 The year 2020 began with intense bushfires continuing to burn throughout 
Australia’s southern coast, incinerating millions of acres and destroying thou-
sands of homes. Officials reported the first cases of a novel coronavirus origi-
nating from Wuhan, China, which they later identified as COVID-19. On January 
26, a helicopter crashed in California, killing Lakers player Kobe Bryant and his 
daughter. After years of deliberation, the United Kingdom began the process of 
withdrawing from the European Union, otherwise known as Brexit. 
 - Angela Sheu, Media Production Editor

 
 April was a relatively normal month. At this point, we were accustomed to 
the quarantine, but being away from friends, family, and school became more 
difficult. Toilet paper sold out in stores, as well as flour for sourdough, and 
people developed newfound quarantine routines. April was hopeful — staying 
at home was not yet a burden, rather an opportunity to work on ourselves and 
find out what made us happy in troubling times. Ignorance was our bliss, and 
we had no idea what was coming in the rest of 2020.
 - Alia Arafeh, Editorial Editor

C. Wagner

 
 Our beloved March began like any other. Students were going to school, 
adults were going to work, and the mental health of the world as a whole 
was doing roughly 90 percent better than it is right now. During the middle 
of the month, the novel Coronavirus struck the world – and it struck hard. 
March began the people’s infatuation for whipped coffee, Chrissy Teigen’s 
banana bread, and of course, TikTok. With time moving as fast as the 2020 
stock market crash, we will soon come up on the one year anniversary of this 
historical month. Mazel tov!
 - Georgia Kaufman, Humor Editor

 
 The month of February began with a decisive Senate acquittal of Donald 
Trump’s impeachment charges of abusing power and obstructing Congress. The 
process of electing a new president began in Iowa, where the caucus provided 
future President-Elect Biden with 14 pledged delegates. As COVID began its 
spread across national boundaries and headlines, the first US COVID-related 
death occurred in Washington state. In the cultural scene, Parasite became 
the first non-English language film to win Best Picture at the Academy 
Awards. For many, February marks the last month of ‘normalcy’ before the 
pandemic took hold.
(Sources: NBC, NY Times, PBS)
 - Lexi Kupor, Public Relatons Manager

 
 In September, the world went up in flames… literally. This past year 
marked the worst wildfire season on record, with 4,332 different fires burn-
ing over 3.5 million acres in September alone. On September 9, armageddon 
descended upon the west coast, and the California sky turned orange. Tragedy 
struck again on September 18, when Supreme Court Justice and feminist icon 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg passed away. With a vacant seat, President Donald Trump 
swooped in to nominate Judge Amy Coney Barret only eight days later. With 
the election looming ever closer, the first presidential debate took place at the 
end of the month. 
 - Brynn Gibson, Graphics Designer

 
 As the fourth month of the COVID-19 California lockdown progressed, thou-
sands of more protests erupted across the world in support of the Black Lives 
Matter movement sparked primarily by the murder of George Floyd. BLM pro-
tests occured in every state in the United States as well as protests in France 
and Austarlia. Donald Trump’s first re-election rally in Tulsa, OK, drew about 
6000 people when one million had registered after a large number of TikTok 
users falsely inflated the expected turnout. Additionally, Joe Biden officially 
announced he would run for President in the 2020 election.
 - Raphael Pelayo, Media Production Editor

 
The month of May marked the start of the largest international movement 

against institutionalized racism and police violence since the 1960s. As news of 
the deaths of both Ahmaud Arbery and Breonna Taylor surfaced in early May, 
the deep-rooted problem of racism in America gained worldwide attention. 
However, it was the murder of George Floyd, a Black man, at the hands of a 
white police officer using excessive force on May 25, that ignited international 
outrage. By the end of May, hundreds of protests had taken place all over the 
country, but this was only the beginning.
 - Brynn Gibson, Graphics Designer

 
 Finally! The end of 2020! December brought lots of unexpected events, yet 
so did the majority of 2020. We were graced with yet another studio album 
from Taylor Swift on Dec. 11, entitled evermore. Swift’s latest release became 
the perfect album to listen to as California headed into its second major 
lockdown as COVID cases began to spike again. With cases on the rise, vaccine 
rollouts began first with the Pfizer vaccine, with Margaret Keenan in the UK 
receiving the first vaccination. Politically, following the November election, the 
electoral college met to affirm Joe Biden’s victory for the presidency.
 - Emily Duvall, Culture Editor

 
 There was definitely a glitch in the space-time continuum because August 
seems like it was just yesterday, not almost half a year ago. This month crossed 
off another chapter of 2020 in the typical fashion, with pushes for reform 
punctuated by tragic events. Following the rise of the BLM movement, pro-
tests against police brutality continued into August, and Joe Biden announced 
Kamala Harris as his running mate. In Beirut, Lebanon, a giant explosion killed 
135 people and injured another 5,000. To cap it all off, the nation mourned the 
loss of Black Panther star Chadwick Boseman after he lost his four-year battle 
with colon cancer on Aug. 28.
 - Caroline Wagner, Graphics Designer
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 Packed full of sunny, warm days, the month of July 2020 was far from a 
normal summer month. While COVID-19 cases were on the brink of prompting a 
second wave, a possible new threat arose with a suspected case of the bubonic 
plague in Mongolia. The Western United States entered its deadly wildfire 
season at the end of the month, with California hit notably hard throughout 
the season. The Black Lives Matter protests continued across the country, even 
spreading to many other parts of the world. For the most part, people were 
more relaxed about the virus than they had been in previous months and many 
spent July lounging at the beach or by the pool.

 - Michaela Thimot, National/World Editor

 
 The presidential election and its aftermath consumed the month of Novem-
ber. It took almost a week to get the electoral results, leaving Americans on 
the edge of their seats. On Nov. 7, Joseph Biden became the next President-
Elect, and California Senator Kamala Harris became the first Black and Asian-
American woman to hold the Vice President’s office. The pair ran the most 
progressive campaign in American history. Throughout the month, President 
Donald Trump continued to doubt the election process’s integrity, refusing to 
acknowledge his loss.
 - Sonali Muthukrishnan, National/World Editor

 
 Throughout the month of October, the topic of politics was extremely rel-
evant in the U.S., and it seemed as if everyone had an opinion on just about 
everything. After the first presidential debate in September, President Donald 
Trump tested positive for COVID-19. The election between Trump and Joe Biden 
resulted in record-breaking early voting and mail-in ballots starting in October 
from Americans all over the country. Black Lives Matter protests continued 
throughout the month, and, sadly, Walter Wallace Jr. was shot 10 times by 
Philadelphia police; this led to more protests for the BLM movement.
 - Georgia Kaufman, Public Relatons Manager
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