
world. Again, this is not to say 
that an MFA holder innately 
has any more “right” to poetry 
than a lay person with a writing 
hobby. What I do want to point 
out, however, is that writers 
who devote years to writing, 
revising, workshopping, read-
ing other poets’ work, submit-
ting to literary journals, get-
ting rejected, getting over those 
rejections, and continuing to 
write might have just slightly 
more powerful poetry than a 
celebrity who decided to write 
and publish a bunch of first 
drafts in a matter of months. Or, 
perhaps committed poets have 
just a bit more compelling of a 
way of saying it.

At its core, this problem 
largely stems from the com-
modification of art, which is yet 
another form of harm intrinsic 
in the design of capitalist societ-
ies. Many people find the overly 
simplistic, melodramatic style of Rupi Kaur and Gabbie Hanna easily 
accessible — at least, more so than poems that a reader actually has 

by Emerson Morely
National/World Editor

As we enter our second 
semester in quarantine, 
we find that online learn-
ing, which began in March 
of last year, has been dif-
ficult for many students. 
Each student has had a 
significantly different 

learning situation throughout the COVID-19 pan-
demic, but from the perspective of a student 
more affected than most by the lack of in-person 
instruction, I still see a premature return to school 
as a poor decision.

Prior to remote education, I struggled greatly 
in my classes due to my learning disabilities. 
The move to online learning has certainly not 
aided my comprehension and under-
standing of my 
studies. However, 
as much as a full 
return to school in 
the coming months 
would be like a 
dream, it is a selfish 
decision. Many mem-
bers of our community 
have pushed to begin school in-person, but stu-
dents who can function independently and learn 
on their own should continue remotely. Placing all 
students on campus prior to widespread distribu-
tion of COVID-19 vaccinations threatens to worsen 
the spread of the virus and will inevitably lead to 
schools closing once again. 

While that may not seem too significant for 
independent students, a full school shutdown puts 
cohorts at risk. Cohorts — small groups of students 
that come to campus for in-person instruction — 
are vital to helping students in need of more help. 
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by Cara Davidson
Public Relations Manager

Dear men, 
I want you to know 

that I do not hate you. 
I know that not all of 
you are bad, and I know 
that you probably think 
the following words are 
misandrist. I know that 

many of you are wonderful and have great inten-
tions. But you have to understand 
that I need to protect myself. 
It’s better to be safe than sorry, 
so I must, for my own good, be 
scared of you. 

I can’t walk alone at night. 
During the daytime, I keep my 
phone close to me and my jacket 
zipped up — just in case. I am 
advised to carry pepper spray. 
When men greet me, I can never 
tell if they are being friendly or 
if they want to take advantage 
of me. I cannot be looked at by 
a man without being scared that 
he has bad intentions. 

I know that men get sexually 
assaulted as well, and I know 
that there are creepy women 
out there. But the hard fact is 
that one in every five women and 
one in every 71 men are sexually 
assaulted at some point in their 
lives. Women my age are four 
times more likely to be victims of sexual assault, 
rape or attempted rape. 

Take this metaphor for example: imagine 
someone handed you a gun with five bullet slots 
and a single bullet loaded, and said, “Here, play 

by Esther Sun
Editor-In-Chief

“When I was young / my mom used to 
check if the iron was hot / by touching 
it, / and, I don’t know, / I just feel like 
there’s / a metaphor in there somewhere.” 
So goes one of Gabbie Hanna’s poems in her 
2017 collection, Adultolescence. After Rupi 
Kaur’s popular acclaim, it seems as though 
celebrities and internet personalities left 

and right have decided to publish poetry collections along the lines 
of the example above.

To be clear, I completely support these celebrities’ right to write, 
as well as their right to share their voices and visions with the world. 
Furthermore, I firmly believe in the power of creative writing to 
heal and transform both creators and audiences. No one should be 
gatekeeping poetry from Gabbi Hanna, Lili Reinhart, Lana Del Rey, 
or any other celebrities.

Where this celebrity trend of publishing poetry becomes problem-
atic, however, is precisely in that choice to publish rather than simply 
share poetry through personal websites or social media. Celebrities 
with huge fan bases have the power to publish with leading interna-
tional book publishers and will undoubtedly receive adoring praise 
for their writing from fans who love it solely because it was written 
by the celebrities.

In publishing — already a pressured industry — this kind of 
celeb self-validation is incredibly unfair to poets who spend a life-
time refining their craft in hopes of sharing their voices with the 

by Caroline Wagner
Graphics Editor

Take a second to imagine artificial intel-
ligence watching you through your webcam, 
taking note of every glance and movement. 
No, this isn’t some sci-fi horror movie; it’s a 
reality for students taking exams monitored 
by remote proctoring companies. While 
proctoring software companies like Proc-
torio profited from the transition to online 

learning, students have suffered at the hands of a despotic program. 
Although online proctoring programs are supposed to discourage 

academic dishonesty, the exams’ extreme nature has caused more harm 
than good. The software monitors eye movement, audio, and how often 
students click or scroll through the test. Additionally, the program flags 
any movements that fall outside of the standard deviation, including 
looking away to think, reading the question aloud, writing down notes, 
or stretching. Students with cognitive learning disabilities such as 
ADHD are more likely to be flagged for more eye movements, and test 
takers with high levels of anxiety performed worse on exams, as stress 
levels rose for all students taking proctored online tests. In general, 
expecting the student to stare at a screen for upwards of three hours 
is unreasonable, as artificial intelligence does not have the ability to 
discern a reason for shifting eyes. Many students said they’ve cried 
from stress in fear of receiving a zero.

to sit with a bit to unravel. On 
the surface, this is also a problem 
with inadequate introductions to 
poetry in public education and 
the consequent “inaccessibility” 
of modern poetry. That, however, 
is an article for a different day.

If anything good is to come 
out of celebrity poetry, I hope 
it is that fans who pick up 
some poetry because of their 
idols might harbor a curiosity 
to explore further. Maybe then, 
they’ll stumble across work 
by truly stunning poets and 
endeavor to learn more. I won’t 
go into extreme analytical depth 
here about why celebrities’ half-
baked writing gives poetry a bad 
name, but I highly recommend 
Rachel Oates’s YouTube channel 
if you are interested in hearing 
such explanations. Regardless, 
please never, ever let me set eyes 
on a “poem” like this again: “I 
stopped taking / photos of sun-

sets / a long time ago. / I can never / capture its colours. / The same 
goes / for you.” (Lili Reinhart, Swimming Lessons)

Not only does the software induce anxiety for many students, 
but its facial recognition software also discriminates against people 
of color. Students using programs like ExamSoft have complained 
that their darker skin is labeled as “poor lighting” and have had to 
resort to shining a bright 
light on their face for 
the entirety of the exam 
to ensure that they are 
not kicked out. 

“If someone has to 
shine a light in their 
face, they’re probably 
going to get a headache, 
or if they have sensitiv-
ity to light or are sus-
ceptible to migraines or 
anything like that it’s going 
to affect their performance, and 
that’s something I’m really con-
cerned about,” Kiana Caton, 
a recent UC Davis law school 
graduate, told VentureBeat. 
Students that are kicked out of their exams and 
have to reconnect lose precious time while the software struggles to 
confirm their identity.

In addition, racial minorities are further disadvantaged by the 
requirement of a stable internet connection. In a survey conducted by 
law students around the country, “78.8 percent of African-American/
Black respondents, 91.7 percent of Alaskan Indian or Native Ameri-

can respondents, 81.4 percent of South-
west Asian North African respondents, and 
75.9 percent of Latinx, Latino/a, Hispanic 
respondents” reported that they would not 
have reliable internet or a stable connection 
during the exam. 

Although Proctorio may discourage 
academic dishonesty, its methods are 
anxiety-inducing and disadvantageous 
to various minority groups. In an age 
where receiving high marks overtakes 
the importance of learning, the use of 
notes and other resources during tests is 
nearly inevitable. Instead of issuing exams 
that require students to regurgitate a 

series of memorized facts, teachers 
should create content that requires 

students to apply what they’ve 
learned to a question and problem 

solve in a new way, without the pressure of constant surveillance.                                                
(Sources: The Washington Post, VentureBeat)

Sun denounces profiting off of celebrity poetry 

Exam proctoring software creates hostile environment

Delay school reopening Prioritize women’s safety
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Without cohorts, neurodivergent members of our 
student body are in danger of falling behind in 
classes and becoming overwhelmed. On top of that, 
for juniors and seniors, this year is vital for college 
applications, so grades in peril threaten a student’s 
ability to get into the university of their choice. 

It’s not just our community of neurodivergent 
students who would suffer if this return was 
put into action. We seem to forget that we are 
in the height of our global pandemic, surpass-
ing records we set in March at the beginning of 

our original shelter in place. 
With only a handful of 
ICU beds available in our 
county, I would ask our 
community to consider 
the choices that emer-
gency nurses will 
have to make if our 
numbers continue 
to rise. Selective 
healthcare entails 

medical professionals 
deciding who will receive 
possibly l i fe-saving 
treatments and which 
patients will be left to 
die alone. In my eyes, 

I find the mental toll of playing God as a nurse 
just as difficult, if not more, as the mental health 
issues we as a student body and more specifically 
neurodivergent students, struggle with when we 
spend our lives indoors without social interaction.

In this time of uncertainty — a phrase I’m sure 
we’re tired of hearing — it is all the more vital that 
we look out for our friends, family, and community. 
It may feel like we are in this alone, and therefore 
it is ourselves we should prioritize, but in reality, 
we are facing some shared adversities that should 
garner compassion and selflessness. 

this game where you spin the revolver chamber 
and shoot it at yourself” – a simple game of Rus-
sian roulette. If the bullet is loaded in the right 
spot, you die, so you have a one in five chance of 
dying. You probably wouldn’t play, right? No need 
to put yourself at risk if you could be safe. This is 
the same with men. I am going to be cautious and 
protect myself because I have a one in five chance 
of being a victim of sexual assault. I know that I 
have a four in five chance of staying safe, but why 
put myself at risk? Similarly, I know that not all men 

are malicious, but I must be safe because 
the risk is always there.

I see boys whom I grew up with 
— who I’ve seen hug their mothers, 
trade Pokémon cards, and trip on the 
playground — turn into sexual preda-
tors or constantly objectify women. 
I witness men objectifying women 
multiple times a day: the requests for 
nudes that women receive, the com-
ments on TikTok videos, the remarks 
made by boys in the hallways. 

I would like to make one thing 
clear: in no way did I write this article 
to attack or spite men. I wrote it to 
raise awareness as to what we women 
go through every day. I wrote it to 
explain why feminism exists. I real-
ized that I have never experienced a 
solo night walk, and likely never will 
because of the terror that I feel exists 
due to men. I realized that many people 
do not know that. I try to keep an open 
mind, but it’s so hard. I’m scared for 

myself, for my friends, for my little cousins, for my 
mother, and for my sister. For our safety, we must 
assume the worst. Boys, men, please check in on 
your friends. Be an ally. Listen to others. Be kind. 
Be human.

 C. Wagner


