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Musk dethrones Jeff Bezos
by Trent Bartlett
Sports Editor

On Thurs., Jan. 7, Elon Musk became the richest 
person in the world, surpassing Amazon CEO Jeff 
Bezos. Musk’s net worth of 185 billion dollars beat 
Bezos net worth of 184 billion dollars after Tesla’s 
stock price jumped nearly 8 percent, increasing 
Musk’s net worth when trading closed. 

However on Friday, Jan. 8, Tesla jumped a further 
7 percent to make Musk worth 206 billion dollars, 
the richest anyone has ever officially been worth. 

Musk overtaking Bezos marks the quickest climb 
to the top, as at the start of 2020 Musk was worth 
27 billion, barely making it into the official top 50 
richest people in the world. 

The South African-born entrepreneur is currently 
the CEO and product architect of Tesla, along with 
being the founder, CEO, CTO, and Chief Designer at 
SpaceX, and the founder of the Boring Company,  
Neuralink, and OpenAI. Musk was also a co-founder 
of PayPal, but sold the company to EBay to allow 
Tesla and SpaceX to launch. 

Musk has a bulk of his wealth in Tesla stocks 
due to a record-breaking, all-or-nothing, contract 
he signed with Tesla back in 2018. The contract is 
solely based on the stock price and stock dividends 
as Musk will not get a cent from the company in 
cash bonuses, stock bonuses, or a salary. Instead 
he will get shares for his work which has given him 
a massive amount of ownership in the company. 

Musk’s contract with Tesla has been the main 
reason for his surge of wealth over the past year, 

by Maddie Dewhirst
National/World Editor

In the 11th hour of the Trump Administration, 
the State Department classified China’s actions 
against the Uyghurs as a “genocide” on Jan. 19, 
based on evidence of forced labor, torture, steril-
ization, and other tactics of repression. 

The Uyghurs are a largely Muslim ethnic minority 
group that makes up about 11 million inhabitants 
of the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. They 
host a distinctly different culture than the rest 
of China, which is over 90 percent Han. Perennial 
tensions between the ostracized Uyghurs and the 
Han became violent in 2009, when riots led to the 
deaths of about 200 people, mostly Han Chinese. 
The government cracked down on the Uyghurs, 
citing concerns of religious terrorism, and has since 
constructed a surveillance state in Xinjiang. The 
Chinese Communist Party currently detains over an 
estimated one million Uyghurs extrajudicially, in 
addition to Kazakhs and other ethnic minorities.

Public outcry over the condition of Uyghurs 
has grown steadily over the past few years. The 
denunciation of China’s treatment was amplified 
further when the Australian Strategic Policy Insti-
tute, a nonpartisan think tank, reported China has 
transported over 80,000 Uyghurs out of Xinjiang to 
work in factories across the nation. These factories 
are part of the supply chains of at least 82 global 
companies — including major brands like Nike, 
Apple, and BMW. 

On Jan. 13, the U.S. announced a ban on cotton 
and tomato imports from Xinjiang, citing concerns 
over forced Uyghur labor. An estimated one in five 
cotton products globally comes from Xinjiang, but 
officials deemed the extensive consequences of 

U.S. condemns “genocide”

MAGIC MUSK: Elon Musk smiles at Space-X launch.

Carine Rolland will turn Paris into a “15-minute city”
by Jenna Roselli
Center Editor

The mayor of Paris, Anne Hidalgo, was re-elected in 2020 and 
has since appointed Carine Rolland as the commissioner for the 
15-minute city. The city of Paris will be divided into districts; these 
will fulfill six social functions including living, working, supplying, 
caring, learning, and enjoying. The Paris mayor hopes to change 
France’s capital from a city of anonymity to a “city of proximities.”

Hidalgo has worked on making Paris a greener city since 2014 
by banning high-polluting vehicles, constructing mini green spaces 
throughout the city, restricting the piers on the Seine to pedestri-
ans and cyclists, transforming 40 Parisian school grounds into to 
oasis yards, and adding 50 kilometers of bike freeways known as 
‘coronapistes’ during the pandemic. The city has already dedicated 
30 million dollars to refurbish the Place de la Bastille and several 
other squares into spaces that are safe for pedestrians and filled 
with trees and bike lanes where there was once only asphalt. 
Hidalgo has set a goal to make every street in Paris cycle-friendly 
by 2024 and has pledged 1.2 billion dollars for the upkeep of the 
city’s gardens, streets, and squares. 

As Paris continues to transform into a 15-minute city, the 
city will be able to maneuver more easily post-COVID-19, and 
also confront issues surrounding climate change. Research shows 
that 15-minute cities have positive impacts which extend beyond 
reducing CO2 such as easing travel, improving walkability and 

public services, allowing people to reconnect with their communities, 
and nurturing mental health.  

University of Sheffield’s psychology professor Richard Bentall, who 
has dedicated his studies to focus on the mental health and social 
impacts of COVID-19, states that 15-minute cities have the potential 
to promote a sense of belonging and when people, “feel a sense of 
belonging to [their] neighbourhood, that’s a massive protector of 
[people’s] mental health.” 

Although there are multiple societal benefits, there are also con-
cerns about 15-minute cities furthering social divides and deepening 
inequalities between affluent and impoverished neighbourhoods. 
Elisa Pieri, a lecturer in sociology at Manchester University, believes 
that the amenities need to be up to high standards to avoid leaving 
marginalised districts with inadequate healthcare and education. 
Cities can safeguard against this happening by focusing on the 
neighbourhoods that need the most aid. While 15-minute cities 
have the ability to do good, they also come with the potential of 
bringing about “further discrimination and inequality and territorial 
stigmatisation,” according to Pieri. 

The city’s revolutionary plan for composing vibrant and resilient 
communities in the wake of unprecedented times has attracted 
the interest of other cities like Madrid, Milan, Ottawa, and Seattle 
which have affirmed plans of their own to follow in Paris’s footsteps. 
Melbourne has already endorsed a long-term plan for 20-minute 
districts and neighbourhoods in the city. The C40 Cities Climate 

Leadership Group, a coalition of ninety-six cities around the world 
that represent one quarter of the world’s economy, continues to 
promote the 15-minute city plan as a foundation for society in 
post-COVID-19 recuperation. 
(Sources: BBC, Bloomberg Businessweek, C40 Cities)

Final Brexit policies complicate UK trading and customs 
by Raphael Pelayo
Media Production Editor

After an 11-month-long transition period, Britain’s Brexit deal came 
into full effect on Jan. Although the United Kingdom’s departure from 
the European Union officially began in January of last year, many of 

Additionally, on Jan. 18, a new wave of anti-Brexit protests 
occurred at the House of Parliament and outside of British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson’s residence. 

The protests were composed of over a dozen truck drivers owned 
by UK shellfish companies driving past the two locations. One of the 
trucks had the words “Brexit Carnage!” painted on the side of the 
vehicle. Despite many fishing companies originally being in favor of 
leaving the EU because of the EU’s complex fishing quota, in addition 
to the incentive of keeping British fishing companies in control of 
British waters, many companies now face difficulties exporting their 
goods abroad. The exporting delays cause much of the fish caught to 
go bad, taking a toll on the industry.

Despite the backlash, some regulations that the UK used to have 
prior to Brexit were loosened. For example, Parliament passed a new 
bill that abolishes  the “tampon tax” that considered period products a 
luxury good and taxed them at an increased rate. Additionally, the UK 
is now allowed to configure its own laws regarding workers’ rights and 
environmental regulation. Due to the economic downturns caused by 
COVID-19, businesses are not experiencing the full economic effects of 
Brexit, which will likely become realized over a period of many years.
(Sources: AP News, NY Times, BBC, NBC)

since the contract is based heavily on the stock 
price of the company. Musk netted more than 
150 billion in one year solely due to Tesla’s 
stock increase of more than ninefold since the 
start of 2020.

After finding out that he took the number 
one spot, he simply tweeted: “How Strange,” and 
followed up with another tweet stating: “Well, 
back to work.” 

Musk also pinned a previous tweet to share 
how he spends his money as it states, “About 
half my money is intended to help problems on 
Earth, and half to help establish a self-sustaining 
city on Mars to ensure continuation of life in 
case Earth gets hit by a meteor like the dinosaurs 
or WW3 happens and we destroy ourselves.”

The news of Musk surpassing Bezos comes 
just a few weeks after Musk shared how Tesla 
went through a struggle in 2018. According to 
Musk the company was just a few million dollars 
away from bankruptcy, due to the struggles 
with the production of their least expensive 
car, the Model 3. 

Musk also shared that during that time he 
reached out to Apple CEO, Tim Cook, about sell-
ing Tesla to Apple for a tenth of the companies 
evaluated worth. But Tim Cook apparently never 
even took the meeting according to Musk. 
(Sources: CNBC, New York Post, BBC News)

POWERFUL PROTEST: Xinjiang citizens march in the streets.

BAGUETTES AND BIKES: New bike lanes in Paris help with transportation.
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SPEEDY SPACE: Musk expands into work in space.

this ban to be appropriate due to their opinon that 
conditions there are “modern day slavery.” Likewise, 
the United Kingdom has alleged China is practising 
“barbarism” and “torture,” and is working to root 
out forced labor in their supply chains.

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo stated China is 
guilty of “the arbitrary imprisonment or other severe 
deprivation of physical liberty of more than one mil-
lion civilians, forced sterilization, torture of a large 
number of those arbitrarily detained, forced labor, 
and the imposition of draconian restrictions on 
freedom of religion or belief, freedom of expression, 
and freedom of movement.” The Chinese government 
adamantly denies that they commit human rights 
abuses in Xinjiang, instead claiming that the gated 
facilities housing Uyghurs are rehabilitation camps 
focused on training people for the workforce. 

In a book released this past summer, former 
National Security Advisor John Bolton revealed 
President Trump expressed to Chinese President Xi 
Jinping that China should “go ahead with building 
the camps” since it was “exactly the right thing 
to do.” 

Conversely, this ban largely concurs with Pres-
ident Biden’s view of events in Xinjiang. In a 
statement in August, Biden asserted that China’s 
oppression of the Uyghurs is a “genocide.” It remains 
to be seen whether or how Biden will enforce this 
new label, and it is yet unclear how it will influence 
America’s future relationship with China.
(Sources: Reuters, NT Times, Vox, Politico, Axios, 
Associated Press, CNBC)SCENE OF THE CRIME: Regional farmland sits fallow. 

BONKERS BREXIT: Protesters express anger toward leaders of the new deal.
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Brexit’s policy changes would only be partially implemented until the 
beginning of 2021, with all of its policies now fully in place. 

With this separation, commerce and movement between the UK and 
EU have changed as the UK now sets its own trading policy with the 
EU, including regulating tariffs or restrictions on any foreign goods and 
companies. Additionally, the UK is free to negotiate new trade deals 
with countries such as the United States or Australia which previously 
did not have free trade agreements with the EU.

Some of the results of Brexit have angered previously unhindered 
fishermen due to a large backlog at customs. Companies attempting 
to cross borders between England and mainland Europe have also been 
part of the backlash directed towards Brexit’s policies. The primary 
complications come from organizations that frequently ship or travel 
between the UK and EU, which has led to significant delays in business 
due to the large amount of new administrative paperwork.

 Over 150,000 UK businesses, which have little to no experience 
with trading across custom borders, are struggling to continue trade 
with the EU. 

Some European companies that formerly based their trading oper-
ations in the UK began relocating their organizations to countries 
in the EU. 
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