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• Argentinian Senate    
   legalizes abortion 
• Britain finalizes     
   Brexit plan  

 Making history, Argentina’s Senate legalizes abortion
by Lexi Kupor
Public Relations Manager

After a 38-29 vote in the Senate, Argentina became the largest 
Latin American nation to legalize abortion on Dec. 30, marking a 
historical moment for women’s rights activism groups nationwide.

Under the new law, abortion will be legal for up to 14 weeks 
into a pregnancy. Doctors may object to performing an abortion if 
they view it as a failure of conscience, but they must find another 
professional to provide the service in their place. Additionally, the 
law acknowledges that not all individuals who become pregnant 
identify as women through inclusive language nuances, a notable 
nod towards non-binary and transgender activists.

Alberto Fernandez, Argentina’s left-wing president, expressed 
support for the bill after stating that illegal, unsafe abortions 
led to the death of over 3,000 women in the past forty years. He 
explained that “the criminalization of abortion has been of no 
use,” as it “has only allowed abortions to occur clandestinely in 
troubling numbers.” 

Across the country, grassroots activism led the mission to send 
the pro-choice proposal to congress. In 2015, organizers united 
under the hashtag #NiUnaMenos (“not one less”) as a call to unite 
against gender violence. Supporters donned green scarfs at protests, 

marches, and demonstrations nationwide, and the fight culminated in 
green-clad crowds outside the congressional palace in Buenos Aires 
last month as politicians inside conducted the vote.

Previously, the Argentinian senate rejected a similar bill in 2018, 
largely due to pressure from the Catholic church. The birthplace 
of Pope Francis, Argentina maintains a population where over 90 
percent identify as Roman Catholic. These deep religious ties proved 
critical in the abortion debate. Pope Francis himself encouraged 
anti-abortion groups to “move forward” with their opposition, and 
the Church of Argentina warned the senate against passing the bill.

Argentina’s decision may potentially impact abortion attitudes 
within neighboring countries. In South America, Argentina remains 
only the third nation to legalize abortion, alongside Uruguay and 
Guyana. While some nations criminalize abortions under nearly 
any circumstance, others, such as Brazil, allow for exceptions 
in situations including rape or endangerment to the pregnant 
individual’s life. Activists in Brazil, Colombia, and Chile aim to 
continue the process of petitioning their government for greater 
support of women’s rights.

After nearly half a decade, Argentinian pro-choice campaigners 
enjoyed a consequential victory, hoping that their movement will 
stand as an example to all Latin American nations. President Fer-
nandez shared this optimism, tweeting after the landmark decision: 
“today we are a better society.”
(Sources: CNN, Guardian)VICTORY MARCHING: Demonstrators take to the street to celebrate their win.

Ugandans question Museveni’s presidential conquest 
by Raphael Pelayo
Media Production Editor

On Jan. 14, President Yoweri Museveni won the Ugandan 
presidential election; this will mark Museveni’s 34th year as the 
President of Uganda. The country’s electoral commission announced 
that Museveni won 58 percent of the popular vote in comparison to 
34 percent by the runner-up, former pop star Robert Kyagyulani, 
better known by his stage name Bobi Wine. However, Wine alleges 
that the election was rigged and questions how election officials 
tallied and certified results due to a government-mandated internet 
shutdown across the country. This includes the shutdown of social 
media outlets such as Facebook and Twitter prior to the election. 
In addition, the country sent military vehicles into the streets, 
possibly out of precaution to avoid the protests that occurred 
following the election in the United States.

Blocked inside by military soldiers, Wine and his wife have 
yet to leave their household since Wine’s allegations surfaced. In 
a phone interview with the BBC, Wine stated: “Nobody is allowed 
to leave or come into our house. Also, all journalists — local and 
international — have been blocked from accessing me here.” 

A large majority of Wine’s voters come from a younger demographic. 
With Uganda having one of the youngest populations in the world – 
more than two-thirds of the country is under the age of 30 – many 
continue to doubt the election results. Recent polling suggests that 
only a third of respondents believed that they were confident in the 
integrity of the country’s election. 

The internet shutdown began the day prior to the election and 
continued for several days following it. The resulting internet blackout 
rendered social media useless. A resident of the Ugandan capital of 
Kampala remarked, “we are missing the communication because some 
lines have been cut off… outside Kampala, we don’t know what is going 
on.” This tactic of blocking the spread of information via social media 
and the internet throughout an entire country during an election was 
most recently seen in the Democratic Republic of Congo, where the 
government blocked the internet in an attempt to prevent the spread 
of misinformation regarding election results.

Museveni declared that the election was the “most cheating-free” 
in the entire African continent. However, many citizens still believe 
that the election yielded false results, due to a history of Museveni 
stymieing protests against him and imprisoning potential political 

rivals. Although Wine’s claims have yet to be backed by hard evi-
dence, the former presidential candidate still encourages citizens 
to question the election results. 
(Sources: NPR, BBC, CNN)

A CELEBRATION: Museveni’s supporters commemorate victory in a crowd.

Navalny investigates plot Vaccine inequity emerges
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by Sidney Bricker
Media Production Editor 

On Dec. 21, 2020, Russian opposition leader 
Alexei Navalny claimed that he unearthed more 
proof of the Russian government’s involvement in 
his poisoning. In a statement, Navalny explained 
that he tricked a Kremlin agent involved in the 
scheme into revealing details. The Russian Elections 
Commission deemed Navalny ineligible to run for 
president because of a past corruption claim, which 
Navalny claims is political. Though he cannot legally 
be a candidate, he continues to pose a political 
threat to Russian President Vladimir Putin.

During a domestic flight from Tomsk to Moscow 
on Aug. 20, 2020, Navalny suddenly became incred-
ibly sick. The plane made an emergency landing in 
Omsk, where an ambulance rushed him to the hospi-
tal.  After Navalny relocated to a hospital in Berlin, 
German doctors confirmed traces of Novichok in his 
blood and urine. Novichok is a lethal nerve agent 
that a victim’s skin absorbs. Without treatment, 
it can lead to respiratory and cardiac arrest and 
eventually death via heart failure or suffocation. 
Navalny got the all-clear to leave the hospital 32 
days later. Ever since Navalny was first hospitalized, 
his team has been working day and night to prove 
not only that poison caused the illness, but that 
the scheme occurred with Putin’s knowledge and 
approval. Russian authorities denied claims of their 
involvement in the poisoning.

On Dec. 21, Navalny published a video of a 
45-minute call with Konstantin Kudryavtsev, a 
Kremlin agent and chemist who was allegedly 
involved in the poisoning. During the call, Navalny 
pretended to be an agent for Russia’s National 
Security Council collecting information about the 
operation to use in a briefing for his superiors. 
Kudryavtsev, believing Navalny to be a Russian 
agent, answered questions about what went wrong 
and how his team carried it out. When asked why 
the operation failed, Kudryavtsev said “if [the 

plane] had flown a little longer and they hadn’t 
landed it abruptly ... maybe it all would have gone 
differently.” Kudryavtsev revealed that agents 
applied the poison to Navalny’s clothing, mostly 
concentrated in the crotch of his underwear. 
When asked who told the team to concentrate the 
poison specifically on the groin of the underwear, 
Kudryavtsev responded “We figured this on our 
own. They told us to work on the inner side of 
the underpants.” 

On Jan. 17, Navalny arrived back in Russia. He 
flew into the Vnukovo airport, where the Russian 
police detained him for violating parole and the 
terms of a prison sentence. In a message posted 
to YouTube, Navalny urged his supporters, “Do 
not be afraid. Take to the streets. Don’t do it for 
me, do it for yourselves and your future.” Navalny 
must stay in custody for 30 days, awaiting a court 
decision, which could lead to a prison sentence. 
France, Italy, and the European Union called for 
Navalny’s release. His supporters have already 
begun to organize a nationwide march on Jan. 
23 to protest Navalny’s arrest. 
(Sources: BBC, NPR, CNN, NY Times)

by Alia Arafeh
Editorial Editor 

Many countries continue to struggle with 
providing quick and even distribution of COVID-19 
vaccines to their citizens, but Israel’s efficiency 
and success in doing so has received world-
wide praise. While over one million Israelis have 
received the vaccine, healthcare workers have yet 
to administer a single dose to any Palestinians 
living in the West Bank and Gaza. They are not 
expected to receive aid until March. 

As soon as the COVID-19 vaccine became avail-
able, Israel bought eight million doses from Pfizer 
and three million from Moderna. The country’s 
purchase is more than enough to vaccinate half 
of its population of nine million people. They aim 
to vaccinate 60,000 people daily, starting with 
healthcare workers, then moving on to the elderly, 
people with underlying health conditions, and 
finally individuals over 60. As of Jan. 14, 23.6 out 
of every 100 Israelis have received the first dose 
of the vaccine. For comparison, the United States 
only reached about 3.11 out of every 100 people.

 

On the other side of the West Bank, however, 
Israel gave zero vaccines to Palestinians, who make 
up nearly 20 percent of the country’s total popula-
tion. While some Palestinians living in Jerusalem 
received doses, those in Gaza and the West Bank 

are struggling to keep up with the growing case rates 
and their crumbling healthcare system. The virus has 
already infected nearly 8,000 Palestinian healthcare 
workers, and that number continues to rise. 

Though the World Health Organization issued 
an informal request to make vaccines available to 
Palestinians, Israeli officials refused. WHO clarified 
that “the Israeli Ministry of health indicated they 
would explore this option but were currently not in 
a position to supply vaccines because of a shortage 
of vaccines in Israel.”

Palestinian Foreign Ministry stated that Israel 
is “ignoring its duties as an occupation power 
and committing racial discrimination against the 
Palestinian people, depriving them of their right to 
healthcare.” Critics began to call Israel an apartheid 
regime, using this term—which describes a system 
of racial segregation occuring in South Africa until 
the 1990’s — to describe the alleged inequality that 
Palestinans face. While Israeli officials refuted these 
claims, civil rights groups are still calling on them 
to aid Palestine.

Israelis and Palestinians alike are facing hard-
ships due to the virus, but the Palestinian heathcare 
system is likely to collapse if they do not receive 
necessary aid from the Israeli government. Experts 
believe that Israeli aid is critical to reduce the 
impacts of COVID-19 on the Palestinian population. 
(Sources: Arkansas Democrat Gazette, LA Times, The 
Independent, Reuters)

PUTIN’S RIVAL: Navalny sits in on a political conference.

VACCINE ROLL-OUT: Israel steadily vaccinates citizens.

LIVES LOST: Palestinians struggle to cope with COVID-19.
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