
more likely to be part of the LGBTQIA+ community 
and are twice as likely to be male than female. In 
addition, there is a growing population of seniors 
becoming homeless; nearly half of all seniors on the 
street experience homelessness after the age of 50. 

In March of 2020, the state established Project 
Roomkey to help place at-risk members of the home-
less population in hotel rooms during the COVID-19 
pandemic. This project aimed to protect them from 
the virus. While the state made an effort to relieve 
the problem, only five percent of those participat-
ing in the program found permanent housing, and 
caseworkers lost track of 39 percent after they left 
the program.

In some counties, residents of upscale homes 
worry that imposing such programs will lower 
property values, attract more homeless people to 
their areas, and cost cities hundreds of thousands 
of dollars. These concerns, presented by outspoken 
residents, put plans on hold, and many communities 
held council meetings to discuss these issues rather 
than continuing with the housing plan. 

The California homelessness crisis will continue 
to grow without ample action by the local and state 
government. Opposition from homeowners led to 
delays in any plans made; however, advocates and 
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by Alexandra Evans
News Editor

LGHS alumna and current University of Oregon 
freshman Elizabeth Duvall released her debut 
novella Six Moons and a Sea of Lemonade (SMSL). 
While attending LGHS, Duvall enrolled in Kristen 
Austin’s creative writing class to explore her passion 
for English and writing. Holding a huge on-campus 
presence, Duvall partook in choir, musical theater, 
swimming, the Fiction for Kids club, and so much 
more. After graduating in 2020, Duvall decided to 
attend the University of Oregon to major in Cinema 
Studies and minor in Creative Writing. During her 
time at Oregon, Duvall has joined the sorority Pi 
Beta Phi. Alongside all of these activities, Duvall 
was also working on publishing SMSL.

by Jordan Chan
News Editor

A subset of willing students in LGHS’s Anatomy 
and Physiology class hope to return to school this 
semester for in-person animal dissection labs. The 
class is a relatively new elective at LGHS, offered 
to juniors and seniors who want to explore their 
interests in the human body. According to course 
instructor Monica Minson, the class is “mainly 
hands-on, which has made teaching it very chal-
lenging when we are meeting online and don’t 
have all the usual supplies.” Minson faced many 
challenges during the first semester of remote 
school, attempting to adjust a newly developed 
curriculum fundamentally designed to be in-person 
for an online setting. Furthermore, due to “costs 
and practical limitations,” Minson could not provide 
each student with the materials that they would 
typically make shared use of on campus.

by Sonali Muthukrishnan and Alia Arafeh
National/World Editor and Editorial Editor

California, the wealthiest state in America, is 
home to an increasingly severe homeless crisis. Over 
150,000 people make up the homeless population in 
California — a quarter of the homeless population 
in all of America. Within the California homeless 
population, three-quarters live unsheltered, often 
in encampments located on city streets. 

While experts agree that mental illness, addic-
tion, childhood trauma, the criminal justice system, 
and poverty all contribute to the issue, a significant 
factor to homelessness in California is the state’s 
notoriously high housing prices. The economic 
consequences of COVID-19 have only worsened this 
situation, resulting in a devastating effect on the 
state’s citizens. Since 2018, there has been a 17 
percent uptick in California’s homeless population.

 Many believe that California’s homeless popu-
lation has only grown in the past few years due 
to out-of-state Americans moving into California. 
However, local studies suggest that those living on 
the street usually come from surrounding neighbor-
hoods. For example, three-quarters of Los Angeles 
County’s homeless population lived in the area 
before becoming homeless.

Over 30 percent of unsheltered individuals 
in California are of African-American descent. 
According to Cal Matters, this racial disparity is 
due to a legacy of discrimination in rental housing 
and higher poverty rates, incarceration, and child 
welfare. Those experiencing homelessness are also 

Anatomy plans to return 

NEED A BANDAID?: Pins hold a dissected specimen in place.

LG alum publishes novella

the homeless population feel that this should not 
stop efforts to find a solution for this pressing issue.
(Sources: NY Times, Cal Matters, NBC News, Guardian, 
SF Chronicle, California Government)

HELPING HAND: Volunteers work at San Antonio Food Bank.

Organizations help combat California’s homeless crisis

After Black Lives Matter (BLM) protests erupted 
worldwide in late May 2020 after video of a Min-
neapolis police officer killing a Black man named 
George Floyd went viral online, Kiana Simmons, San 
Jose resident, activist, and founder of HERO Tent, 
dedicated herself to “fuel(ing) and sustain(ing) 
human rights activism in San Jose and surrounding 
Bay Area cities.” 

Simmons attended BLM protests in San 
Jose almost every day at the beginning of the  
summer and noticed a common disorganiza-
tion among the protesters. People would bring  
water and supplies, but not know what to do with 
it, so she took it upon herself to bring a table and 
ask for donations of water bottles and other supp- 
lies for protestors. Simmons received massive 
amounts of donations like masks, hand sanitizer, 
lunches, and water for the protestors from com-
munity members, protestors, and local businesses. 
As she made more connections with like-minded 
“strangers at these protests who wanted to help 
the community,” Simmons formed her non-profit 
HERO Tent, Human Empowerment (through)  
Radical Optimism. 

HERO Tent is a support organization aimed at 
providing “sustainability to protests and greater 
communities in need while fueling civil rights 
activism.” The organization partners with other 
grassroots nonprofits in order to serve the San Jose 
Community through mutual aid. 

The group’s largest project is called Feed the 
Block, a “joint operation between Hero Tent and 
Black Outreach, another grassroots nonprofit here 
in San Jose…. Every Saturday we go out and feed 
our unhoused neighbors in Downtown San Jose.” 
HERO Tent cooks free meals and provides second-
hand clothing. Simmons describes Feed the Block as 
“providing an alternative for people” and her goal 
is to buy a food truck in the future which carries 
more supplies and donations. 

Simmons is working on creating ways where 
people in our community can educate themselves 
and make learning from each other easier. One of 
her long-term goals is creating a book club where 
members can read revolutionary mutual aid books 
and “learn together as a community” because 
she believes that there “really is a lot of power  
in community.”

When asked how students at LGHS can help make 
change, Simmons replied adamantly to, “just do it. 
Like, even if you think that something is not really 
a good idea or you’re not too sure about something, 
just try it. Just try to connect with other people.” 
She encourages students and community members 
to reach out to organizations they are interested 
in and says that “Hero Tent responds all the time, 

SJ’s HERO Tent advocates for racial justice and equality
by Lucy Holland
Culture Editor

FIGHT BACK: Hero Tent organizes a protest in downtown LG.
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so if you are a student at Los Gatos and you want 
to get involved, you can message groups… and 
just say hey I’m interested in learning.” If you are 
interested in volunteering at Hero Tent or you wish 
to learn more about the organization, visit https://
www.herotent.org/.
(Source: HERO Tent)

CHEF’S KISS: Volunteers cook 1,000 meals for the community.

Minson and the LGHS administration have not 
yet finalized plans for return, but “if everything 
goes according to plan,” Minson hopes to com-
plete the first set of dissections by the end of 
January. Her class will split into two cohorts of 14 
kids each, and each group’s dissections will take 
place two weeks apart from the other’s. Moving 
forward, Minson wants these groups to come into 

SAY CHEESE: Duvall, author of SMSL, smiles for a portrait.
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Six Moons and a Sea of Lemonade is composed 
of multiple vignettes Duvall wrote during her junior 
year in Austin’s creative writing class. Initially, 
Duvall had not intended to do anything with her 
pieces. However, she captured inspiration after 
receiving feedback from peers and realizing the 
impact that her writing held. Duvall expressed, “I 
can share with people what I am going through, 
and hopefully they can find comfort in knowing 
that they are not alone.” 

WEALTHIEST STATE: Tents sit under a San Francisco freeway.

the classroom for dissections once per month. 
Each dissection will take approximately one 
hour, and students will social distance while 
following numerous other safety precautions to 
limit any potential spread of COVID-19. These 
precautions include keeping doors open for 
air circulation, wearing masks, and frequently 
cleaning workstations.

Minson stressed the importance of the 
hands-on aspect of Anatomy, but she argued 
that other classes, such as her Honors Biology 
Class, could also benefit from in-person learn-
ing. However, she ultimately believes it comes 
down to a “numbers game.” The number of 
students in her anatomy class is much smaller 
than the number of students in most other 
courses; thus, other educators would have 
greater difficulty trying to bring other classes 
back on campus safely. Minson also addressed 
arguments regarding students going back to 
school in general: “For some people, it’s not 
worth the personal risk to come in even with 
all the safety precautions in place, [but] for 
other students, they really value having that 
in-person experience... being able to come back 
can also be helpful in terms of good mental 
health.” Minson expressed that she could 
“completely see both sides” of the issue.

Minson underscored how coordinating with 
the administration in the school district helped 
make these tentative plans a possibility. She 
explained that “they’ve been very supportive in 
helping us to develop that idea for how we will 
return.” Despite this, she admitted that com-
municating online has been very challenging at 
times. Minson also highlighted how other staff 
members such as ASR teacher Cathy Messenger 
and Assistant Principal Adam Minyard “paved 
the way” for designing strategies to get students 
on campus and thanked them for their assistance.

Once the writing aspect of the book was com-
plete, Duvall reached a roadblock when it came to 
finding a publisher. She explained that different 
publishers search for incredibly niche pieces of 
work, so finding a publisher was a daunting task. 
Eventually, she decided on self-publishing, but her 
journey was not over just yet: there was still about 
a year of work — mainly composed of editing — to 
put into the book.

At multiple points in the process, Duvall felt 
deeply discouraged, wondering whether or not she 
could achieve her writing aspirations. However, to 
stay motivated, Duvall told herself that “if one 
person could find something good in it or resonate 
with something, that was enough for me.”

Duvall’s hard work on the book paid off once 
she announced SMSL to the public on Jan. 14. 
The finished product is available for purchase 
on Amazon, and it includes stunning artwork by 
Tanisha Sansoya, an illustrator located in Mumbai. 
Each chapter includes one to two illustrations; 
Duvall felt that having a visual component was 
essential to capturing the raw emotion presented 
in her writing. When asked to describe the book 
in a few words, Duvall chose the words “between 
dream and reality” because the contents of the 
book reflect her first hand experiences with injec-
tions of her emotion.
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HIP HIP HOORAY: The book’s title adorns a celebratory cake.


