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• Frangieh plays  
   water polo
• Santoro explores  
   video editing

by Delaney Brown
Opinion Editor

Jovial junior Leo Mermelstein is a native New 
Yorker who possesses a one-of-a-kind aptitude for 
singing and performing. This talented new student 
specializes in jazz music; whether it be singing solo, 
performing with a band, or playing instruments, 
Mermelstein is an eager starlet ready to showcase 
his gifts in his new home.

As a young child, Mermelstein adored singing 
along to popular songs he heard “on [his] brother’s 
Pandora account while sitting in the room when [he] 
would play on his iPod.” He would then “watch a 
lot of karaoke videos on YouTube to memorize the 
lyrics.” His love for music pushed him to pursue 
a variety of instruments including the piano, the 
french horn, and the guitar.  

The musical prodigy began seriously pursuing 
the arts in the sixth grade when he chose to 
audition for his local music conservatory, Lagond 
Music. Every week after school, he attended the 
conservatory to work on his singing technique 
and practice with his band made up of other eager 
students. Recounting the experience, Mermelstein 
commented: “[My teachers] threw me into the deep 
end when it came to jazz because I was originally 
terrified of the genre.” He started growing more 
of an ear for this type of music because he was 
overpowered with the amount of pop he performed 

Mermelstein sings through COVID
by Georgia Kaufman
Humor Editor

Anyone who knows Ethan Kim knows that 
this hardworking, intelligent, and charismatic 
sophomore thrives in every single environment 
he encounters. 

Kim excels in academics, rowing, socializ-
ing, and so much more — which comes at no 
surprise, given that the young man is a literal 
legend in every possible event he confronts.

Kim has picked up numerous hob-
bies during quarantine. He “has been able 
to go out and mountain bike safely with  
a few friends — and by getting outside and 
also getting to go row at the boathouse  
has been really nice and a great way to socialize 
safely during COVID.”

While Kim is thriving in his newfound 
hobbies, he shines through the struggles that 
many have faced during distance learning. 

Kim pursues interest in rowing

Simons shines on the soccer field

by Esther Sun
Editor-in-Chief

With a friendly personality and perpetual smile on her face, 
junior Zoe Frangieh is an all-around pleasure to speak to. As a 
deeply involved athlete in multiple water sports, as well as an avid 
photographer and reader, Frangieh brings the best of all worlds 
into her life.

A passion for water polo manifests in several members of 
Frangieh’s family, as her mother often took her and her younger 
sister to collegiate-level water polo games at Stanford University 
and San Jose State University when she was younger. Though 
Frangieh credits the beginning of her water polo journey to her 
mother, she also appreciates the powerful impact that her LGHS 
coach Don Appleton has had on her, saying, “He definitely has 
affected my mindset and goals, as well as how hard I work in this 
sport, because he’s been so encouraging and helpful.” Frangieh 
hopes to continue playing water polo, which she describes as her 
main passion, at a Division 1 school for college.

Frangieh also participates in swim and dive teams at 
LGHS during the water polo off season. She joined the dive 
team in her freshman year as a way to try something new,  
since she had spent so many years in water polo and 
 swimming. Though she loves swimming, she describes water polo 

as her favorite among the three sports because it incorporates a 
collaborative team element to the activity.

Outside of water sports, Frangieh also possesses a creative streak, 
which she exercises through her interest in photography. Having 
had a lot of fun experimenting with her photos and improving 
both her camera and editing skills, she describes her perspective 
of photography as “a different way of doing art than most people 
think of when you say the word ‘art.’” After years of snapping scenic 
shots as a hobby, Frangieh gained even more valuable insights 
regarding photography technique in Emily Christie’s DigiPhoto 
class at LGHS as a sophomore.

Before deciding to come to LGHS for high school, Frangieh 
attended public elementary and middle schools in Saratoga, where 

her mother teaches. She largely based her choice on her wish to 
play for Appleton for water polo since he had already been coach-
ing her in middle school for her club team. As a self-described 
ambivert who loves both interacting with teammates as well as 
spending time on individual hobbies, Frangieh enjoys engaging 
with her imagination by reading fiction novels in her alone time, 
especially those that explore the protagonists’ personal struggles 
and interiorities.

Frangieh’s genuine passion for water polo is undeniable, as is 
her vibrant yet introspective nature. Always inclined to maintain 
balance in her life, whether between sports and arts or social time 
and alone time, Frangieh has definitely created a fruitful, fulfilling 
life for herself and will continue to do so throughout high school 

Frangieh excels in water sports at LGHS

with his middle school band and loved the more raw 
components of older music. 

One of Mermelstein’s favorite components of 
singing jazz music is scatting, an activity in which a 
jazz singer improvs with their voice; he sees scatting 
as a way to “sing what [he is] feeling.” Mermelstein 
regards singing as somewhat of an emotional outlet 
because he can portray his emotions to the audience 
and build his energy up off the “enthusiasm and 
vibrancy that surges through the room.” 

He also loves to perform because he “can make 
the performance whatever I want it to be. I can act 
it out however I want and take the performance 
in crazy directions.” As a performer, Mermelstein 
tries to inject meaning behind every lyric he sings 
because “you have to get the audience to believe 
you.” When learning a new song, Mermelstein ded-
icates hours with his voice teacher to perfect the 
delivery and meaning behind every component of 
a performance. When the singer lived in New York, 
he had the opportunity to perform at a variety of 
widely renowned clubs such as the Cutting Room, 
the 54 Below Club, and the Bitter End Jazz Bar.

After moving to California earlier this year, Mer-
melstein has joined the school jazz band in hopes 
to continue pursuing his musical talents. He plans 
to further his singing abilities as well as building 
a community among other jazz lovers in the area. 

He believes that “distance learning is the best 
move right now for safety reasons — obviously, 
but [he] would like to see how COVID goes [to 
come to in-person learning].” Kim explained that 
he is more easily able to get on top of his workload 
this year because he “has more opportunities and 
time to focus on school.”

While being a stellar student, Kim also 
excels in a variety of activities that are based 
around what seems to be his favorite element, 
water. Kim has been rowing for four years at 
the Los Gatos Rowing Club, having begun the 
sport all the way back in his middle school days. 

Although it would be lovely to see 
Kim as an awkward preteen in his middle  
school rowing days, the athlete has truly found 
his strength in the sport in high school, while 
creating extremely strong bonds with his fellow 
teammates — seemingly being the perfect ally 
to have on a game of Survivor.

Kim is new to the LGRC’s Varsity Men’s team 
this year, and has been able to bond with his 
new ‘bros.’ 

Kim explained,“They are all super nice and 
welcoming. I got to know some of them over the 
summer and I never expected them to be such 
inclusive and genuine guys.”

With goals of eventually being recruited to 
a college for rowing and his top-tier academic 
strengths, Kim “definitely want[s] to row in 
the future. [He is] hoping that the recruitment 
process will be a breeze.”

While balancing fr iends, school work, 
his rowing team, a variety of diverse hob-
bies, and the stress of what the corona-
virus has brought to high school students,  
Kim has kept his cool and continues to  
thrive day-in and day-out. Anyone in Los  
Gatos would be extremely lucky to know  
the boy who is Ethan Kim.

by Emily Duvall
Culture Editor

As the class of 2024 has had to transition into high school like 
no other class before, freshman Caitlyn Simons has excelled in and 
out of the classroom, despite this year’s uncertainties. Simons can be 
found rigorously working on her soccer technique or exploring the 
depths of numerous Netflix shows. She is a cheerful and ebullient 
person who is ready to take on the rest of high school.

Simons revels in her online courses thus far, saying she finds 
online school “nice because I have something to do during the 
day. It keeps me motivated because I know that what I am doing is 
better than being bored.” As for her transition into LGHS, Simons 
shared how the beginning of high school online was “a little 
tough trying to navigate all the new apps that are so different to 
the ones we used in middle school. But after the first few weeks 
passed, it became smoother and ever since then there have been 
only a few problems.”

Along with being proficient in her school activities, Simons is 
quite talented on the soccer pitch outside of school. Simons cur-
rently plays competitively for De Anza Force Soccer Club and had 
previously played for California Thorns FC on the girls’ side. Simons 

thrives in the soccer environment, as she has been involved in the 
same club for 9 consecutive years. Her current team plays in the 
Elite Clubs National League, which is most commonly referred to 
as the top league in the nation. Simons competes as an attacking 
midfielder. 

Outside of her De Anza Force team, Simons was hand selected 
on multiple occasions to play for the prestigious Olympic Devel-
opment Program (ODP), a competitive travel team that plays 
teams all across the country; Simons competes with the Northern 
California section. In addition to this, Simons has also played with 
the Players Development Program (PDP), where teams represent 
more specific regions of California instead of only NorCal and 
SoCal. She aspires to play Division I college soccer in her future. 
Speaking about the soccer community, she exclaimed, “After 
playing for so many years, I’ve met so many incredible people, 
and it’s such a small world in soccer; everybody knows each other. 
And, sometimes you play someone and next thing you know you’ll 
see them in the grocery store.”

Simons spent the earliest years of her life in Queensland, 
Australia. She moved to Los Gatos when she was two years 
old, but she continues to hold Australia close to her heart.  

She ventures back there every other year not only simply to be there, 
but also to visit and spend time with her mother’s side of the family.

Simons works diligently on her coursework, and continues to 
put immense dedication and effort into soccer. Watch out for her 
mad skills on the soccer field or her hint of an Australian accent 
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