
cars this year, rather than being allowed to walk through the park, 
you will be in a much better position to protect yourself 

and your family from any potential viral transmission 
while still enjoying a public light show.

If you’re looking to act on your holiday spirit 
this year by helping others, you can spend some 
time this season researching charities and 
causes to give to. For example, beyond seek-
ing just financial donations, the U.S. Postal 
Service’s Operation Santa project offers the 
opportunity for volunteers to read children’s 
letters to Santa and buy Christmas presents 
for them. Many of the selected children are 
underprivileged and would likely find great 
joy in the connection you foster by participat-

ing in the program.
All in all, I understand that the COVID 

lockdown may not be your ideal way to spend 
the holiday season. In light of this, however, I hope 

you might consider some of these activities to have fun 
amid hard times and to keep your days merry and bright.
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Sun gives examples of COVID-safe holiday activities
By Esther Sun
Editor-In-Chief

With COVID cases rising at a dangerous rate across the U.S., it’s 
more important than ever that we all stay home as much as possible 
this holiday season. Fortunately, there are still plenty of fun holiday 
activities you can plan this year to fill your home with joy and cheer!

First on our list is baking and decorating holiday cookies. Look up a 
simple sugar cookie or shortbread recipe online, prepare your frosting, 
and enjoy designing your snowflakes, stockings, and candelabras galore 
on your cookies. If baking cookies is not your cup of tea, you can also 
try making signature Starbucks holiday drinks at home with your own 
concoctions of chocolate, cinnamon, and peppermint.

Another classic holiday activity is organizing a Secret Santa gift 
exchange with your friends! You may not be able to hug them in person 
when you unwrap your present, but you can definitely still find joy 
in watching their reactions over Zoom as they open their special gifts 
from you. On that note, unleash your creativity by scouring Pinterest 
for DIY inspiration and crafting some of your very own handmade 
gifts for your friends and family. Whether it’s snow globes, hand-sewn 
blankets and scarves, or mason jar hot chocolate, you’re bound to find 
gifts you’ll enjoy both making and giving.

If you really love making DIY gifts for your 
friends and family, why stop there? Some 
more holiday crafts you can try your 
hand at for your own home include 
candles, wreaths, gingerbread houses,  
and more. 

On the other hand, if DIY 
projects are not your thing, you 
can always get into the holiday 
spirit by watching cheesy Hall-
mark holiday movies, dressing 
up in ugly Christmas sweaters 
with your family, or construct-
ing a full-blown holiday-themed 
fort complete with Christmas 
lights and a warm mug of  
hot chocolate.

Vasona Park’s annual Fantasy 
of Lights show is also a safe, family-
friendly way to celebrate the holidays. 
Since all attendees are required to stay in their 

Swift struggles with music rights
By Emily Duvall
Culture Editor

I get absorbed into my TikTok “For You” page 
almost too easily. I spend so many hours on the 
app that sometimes I catch myself scrolling for way 
longer than I should. TikTok’s unique and creative 
content never fails to make me laugh, and it con-
stantly draws me back each time I set my phone 
down. But, in the past few weeks, a 
trend has gained popularity that 
does not sit right with me. 

A common theme 
looming through this 
recent TikTok trend 
is a stress on looks, 
weight loss, and 
“glow ups.” I have 
zero problem at all 
with people being 
confident in their 
bodies and grow-
ing as a human 
being, but there 
is  a problem 
when people 
tell others that 
they are “below 
average.” This 
new trend needs  
to stop.

The trend 
itself consists of 
people videoing 
themselves with 
text above their 
face stating: “be 
BRUTALLY honest. 
am I above average, average, or below average?” 
Who decided that this is okay? Are societal beauty 
standards so grotesquely prominent that we make 
trends out of them to reassure ourselves? 

After quickly viewing the video, I go directly to 
the comments, and quite frequently they are much 
worse than the video itself. People typically com-
ment: “fix this, this, and this, and then… maybe” 

or “below but no offense.” Nobody wants to be told 
that they are “below average,” no matter the con-
text or situation. This trend is not only toxic, it’s 
just plain cruel. Many viewers dissect these people 
apart bit by bit while they continue to rewatch the 
video until they find a new imperfection to point 
out or critique. The subjects of these videos are real 
people, and they’re being told that they are below 
society’s beauty standards. Who knows exactly what 
above average is? Who are these TikTokers to go and 

assert exactly what makes 
someone above, at, or 

below average? 
I assume that 

the people posting 
these videos know 
that they are risk-
ing rude and abu-
sive comments, 
but this should 
not be a way for 
someone to boost 
their self con-

fidence. When 
I see videos 
like these, I 
wonder what 
w a s  g o i n g 

th rough  the 
creator’s mind at 
the time. I don’t 
know if I should 

feel sorry for them 
or be frustrated 

with them for let-
ting this trend rise 

to fame. Not only does 
this destructive scale promote harmful beauty 
standards, it does not spread awareness regarding 
self love. These videos allow TikTokers to reach out 
to others in search of artificial reassurance, rather 
than focusing on discovering what they like about 
themselves. The entirety of this trend is detrimental 
to the creator on the receiving end, and it needs to 
come to an immediate halt.

By Jordan Chan
News Editor

Taylor Swift’s former music manager Scooter 
Braun has once again sold Taylor Swift’s music 
without her knowledge, rekindling their ongo-
ing rivalry.

If you haven’t been following the conflict 
over Swift’s early work, here’s a brief recap. 
At just 15 years old, Swift signed with Scott 
Borcetta’s Big Machine Label Group (BMLG) in 
Nashville. Without Swift’s knowledge, Borcetta 
sold the company, and with it went the 
rights to Taylor Swift’s master record-
ings. These masters all went to music 
manager Scooter Braun, who had 
clients with unsavory connec-
tions to Swift in the past. 
Swift accused him of bully-
ing her through his clients 
Justin Bieber and Kanye 
West. Since then, Swift 
has fought and failed to 
gain ownership of her 
music. After her contract 
ended, Swift signed on 
with Republic Records, 
owned by the Universal 
Music Group, where she 
can actually own the music 
she creates. In June of 
2019, hoping to find 
a way to gain 
the  r ights 
to her early 
music, Swift 
announced 
t h a t  s he 
had started rerecording her first six albums 
previously released by the Big Machine  
Label Group.

On Nov. 16, Swift posted about the most 
recent sale of her music without her knowledge. 
Scooter Braun signed a deal with Shamrock 

Holdings to give them all of Swift’s music, videos, 
and album art from her time with BMLG. Sham-
rock had wanted to reach out to Swift prior to 
this sale, but Braun stipulated that any contact 
with Swift was forbidden. Shamrock Holdings 
reached out to Swift afterwards, hoping to work 
with her, but she politely declined when she real-
ized that, under the terms of the deal, Scooter 
Braun would still benefit financially from Swift’s 
work. In a letter to people from the Shamrock 
team, Swift wrote, “I simply cannot in good 

conscience, bring myself to be involved 
in benefiting Scooter Braun’s 

interests directly or indirectly. 
. . please do let me know 
if your firm is ever com-
pletely independent from 

Scooter Braun and  
his associates.”

Ins tead  of 
joining Sham-
rock, Swift con-

tinues to re-record 
her music in the 
hopes of devaluing 
albums that could 
benefit Braun finan-

cially. She promises 
her fans that she 

has “plenty of 
surprises in 
store.” It may 
be difficult 
for Swift to 
recreate her 
sound from 

over a decade 
ago. However, an aggressive marketing campaign 
could make it so that when a fan searches for 
an old classic song by Swift, they’re met with a 
new version rather than the art not owned by 
the singer herself.
(Sources: Billboard, Rolling Stone)

Grammy nominations spark controversy among artists
By Jackie King
Humor Editor

Although the 2021 Grammys are a ways away, offi-
cials released nominations for the 63rd annual award 
ceremony on Nov. 24; these nominations came with 
some celebration, as well as quite a lot of upset. 

Beyoncé is the artist who received the most 
nominations this year, with a total of nine 
nominations for her records Black Parade and 
the Savage Remix with Megan Thee Stallion. 
The music video for BROWN SKIN GIRL — a song 
written by Beyoncé’s daughter, Blue Ivy — earned 
a nomination for Best Music Video. Her record of the year 
nomination broke the record for the most nominations for 
a female artist, beating out Barbara Streisand’s previous 
record of five. Beyoncé, although already a household 
name, has also now been added to the short list of 
artists who have had ROTY nominations in three 
different decades, joining Paul Simon, Paul 
McCartney, Frank Sinatra, Barabara Streisand, 
and John Lennon.

Taylor Swift continues to make history 
with her new album Folklore, as she has 
earned her fifth Song of the Year award 
nomination for her song Cardigan. This 
nomination has finally broken her tie with 

American songwriter Marylin Bergman for most nominated female 
artist in this category. Swift has been previously nominated for 
the award with songs You Belong with Me (2010), Shake it Off 
(2015), Blank Space (2016), and Lover (2020). Folklore, writ-
ten and produced by Swift, William Bowery, Jack Antonoff, 

and Aaron Dessner, is also up for Album of the Year. 
A win in this category would make Swift the 

first woman to win the AOTY three times, 
following her previous wins in 2010 and 

2016 for her albums Fearless and 1989. 
If Swift prevails, she will also join 
Paul Simon, Frank Sinatra, and Stevie 
Wonder as the only performers to win 

the award three times.
In other news, rapper Roddy Rich 

unexpectedly tied with both Taylor 
Swift and Dua Lipa for six total nomi-

nations with his song The Box, 
as well as his feature on 

DaBaby’s track, Rock-
star. These tracks 

have both been 
nominated for 
ROTY, Song of the Year and more. 

Other famous artists with nom-
inations in multiple categories include 

Post Malone for Circles; Justin Bieber for his songs Intentions and Yummy, as 
well as his feature on Dan + Shay’s track 10,000 hours, and Harry Styles for 
Fine Line. 

The nominations caused quite a stir for some artists and their fans, 
most notably the Weeknd, who spoke publicly about his feelings on 

his Instagram. The 30-year-old 
performer called the Grammys 
“corrupt” after he received no 
nominations for his album After 
Hours or his hit song Blinding 
Lights. He went on to rail against 
the organization even more, 
saying the organization had been 
“collaboratively planning a per-
formance” with him “for weeks” 
before he discovered his lack of 
nominations. Just days after the 
controversy, The Weeknd’s song 
Blinding Lights reached a huge 
achievement, spending a full year 
on Billboard’s Hot 100 List. It is 

continuing to extend its record as 
the longest-ever Top 10 hit, despite 

its lack of recognition by the Grammys. Despite being snubbed, The 
Weeknd recently signed to perform at the Super Bowl, and his album 
After Hours has been one of the top-selling-albums this year.  
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