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The past four years 
have brought about 
a number of issues to 
divide us politically. One 
of the main sources of 
this divide has been the 
election of Donald Trump. 
However, the divisions 

extend beyond the president and Congress. Cable 
news networks like CNN and Fox News have only 
exacerbated the tension through their overt partisan 
bias. People should not give cable news channels like 
CNN and Fox News as much credence as they cur-
rently do because of this bias that continues to stray 
further from the principles of journalism. 

Americans have always acknowl-
edged the bias of cable news chan-
nels. CNN is owned by Time Warner 
Cable, a company that has historically 
donated to Democrats. Fox News was 
founded by Rupert Murdoch to cater 
to a conservative audience. However, 
since 2016, cable news networks have 
shifted further to the left or right.

Many credit Fox News with help-
ing Donald Trump win the 2016 
election by providing him air time 
during his campaign. Since then, 
they’ve seemingly stuck behind his 
every move. CNN, meanwhile, has done 
the opposite. Their coverage has been 
fairly anti-Trump, something that has continued 
even following the 2020 election.

While some bias may be inevitable, the media 
should avoid it as much as possible. Cable news has 
taken a sledgehammer to journalistic objectivity and 
leaned into their biases. The news media should not 
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Ever since I was a 
little kid, my race is 
something I have had 
to consider in nearly 
every aspect of my life. 
For the longest time, 
I was ridiculed for my 
identity: from boys 

saying they wouldn’t sit with me because of 
my Chinese ancestors, to kids asking me for the 
chemistry homework because I’m 
“supposed to be smart.” Perhaps 
these normalized comments 
are what made me the most 
shocked when I started 
witnessing a recent 
fetishization of Asians, 
commonly referred to as 
“yellow fever.” There’s 
the usual stuff like 
white boys posting TikToks 
“longing for an ABG” (Asian 
baby girl), and there is a whole 
crowd of sayings that people 
use to rationalize their desire 
for an Asian partner. The 
fetishization of Asian people is not only racist, 
but ignorant and gross. 

People commonly stereotype Asians as submis-
sive and docile. I’ve heard of men fetishizing an 
Asian woman because they expect her to be their 
geisha, submitting to every request and serving 
as slaves to a man’s pleasure. This is a weird and 
disgusting assumption. Cultural heritage does not 
determine personal traits, and assuming that we 
will fill this role simply because we are Asian is 
derogatory and wrong. Worded by Chin Lu in her 
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The past four years have brought 
about a number of issues to divide us 
politically. One of the main sources 
of this divide has been the election 
of Donald Trump. However, the divi-
sions extend beyond the president and 
Congress. Cable news networks like CNN 
and Fox News have only exacerbated 

the tension through their overt partisan 
bias. People should not give cable news 
channels like CNN and Fox News as 
much credence as they currently do 
because of this bias that continues 
to stray further from the principles 
of journalism. 

Americans have always acknowl-
edged the bias of cable news chan-
nels. CNN is owned by Time Warner 
Cable, a company that has histori-
cally donated to Democrats. Fox News 
was founded by Rupert Murdoch to 
cater to a conservative audience. 
However, since 2016, cable news 
networks have shifted further to the 
left or right.

Many credit Fox News with helping Donald 
Trump win the 2016 election by providing 
him air time during his campaign. Since then, 
they’ve seemingly stuck behind his every move. 
CNN, meanwhile, has done the opposite. Their 
coverage has been fairly anti-Trump, some-
thing that has continued even following the 
2020 election.

While some bias may be inevitable, the 
media should avoid it as much as possible. 

Cable news has taken 
a sledgehammer to 
journalistic objectiv-
ity and leaned into 
their biases. The 
news media should 
not be telling the 
public what to think; 
they should simply provide information and 
allow individuals to decide their opinions 
based on the facts.

Cable news has found a way to pander 
to the people who agree with them, foster-
ing the ultimate echo chamber. CNN spent 
days discussing an election during which 
votes trickled in at a glacial pace. John 
King reviewed the same counties over and 
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News of Joe Biden and Kamala Harris’s 
recent White House victory came alongside 
vivid images of a rare level of party unity 
at mask-clad celebrations and supportive 
marches. However, these groups of support-
ers include individuals who, just weeks 
prior, spewed open criticism of their 
fellow Democrats concerning vari-

ous policy views or local candidate choices: hostile actions 
that represent a microcosm of the overarching 
divide between progressives 
and leftist moderates. 

The efforts that com-
bined to achieve a Biden 
win serve as a compel-
ling example of the fact 
that the Democratic 
party hinders its own 
productivity when sec-
tors antagonize instead 
of cooperate. 

Perhaps one of the most 
damaging trends to Demo-

over again, despite unchanged 
vote totals, epitomizing the 
channel’s lazy programming. 
Pundit Van Jones literally cried 
tears of joy after learning of 
Trump’s defeat. Fox News, on 
the other hand, continued to 
defend Trump’s voter fraud con-
spiracies despite there being no 
substantial evidence of fraud. In 
the midst of the pandemic, CNN 
allowed Chris Cuomo to conduct 
numerous interviews with his 
brother, Democratic New York 
Governor Andrew Cuomo. While 
many wanted answers about sky-
rocketing COVID-19 cases in New 

York, the interviews largely featured 
softball questions and jokes about their relationship. Meanwhile, 
Fox News has repeatedly put Trump lawyer Rudy Giuliani on the 
air, seemingly only to create headlines off his audacious claims. 
In essence, the networks care less about true journalism and news 
than they do about ratings and attention.

Cable news networks will continue preaching to the choir going 
forward. However, it is up to us to stop watching these networks, 
which are a blight on journalism, and find outlets that provide the 
proper respect to journalistic integrity.

cratic success in local and national elections is the prevalence of third-
party candidates. While many third-party candidates stem from the 
Libertarian party and are therefore not directly associated with 
the Democrats, the widespread lack of enthusiastic 
Democratic backing of Biden (“settle for Biden” rang 

as a loud and dangerous phrase) ultimately 
prompted misdirected efforts towards 

various Democratic or third-party 
write-ins that, legitimate or 
not, garnered thousands 

of votes in critical bat-
tleground states.

Combining the write-
ins and third-party votes 

in the Georgia Perdue-Ossoff 
Senate race, for example, pro-

duces a total much greater than 
the margin between the pair and likely would have 
decided the election in Democrats’ favor had these 

votes backed Ossoff instead. Given, this effort would 
have also required a combined Democrat-Libertarian 

union against Republican support, a feat made easier by 
a united, goal-oriented Democratic Party.

Ultimately, both progressives and moderates offer 
valuable assets to their counterpart group. Moderates, who 

are often more capable of defeating Republican candidates, require 
progressive support in order to rally supporters of social justice and 
climate change — often younger voters — around moderate candi-

dates when influential roles are at stake. Conversely, discussions of 
more progressive ideals such as police reform and the Green New 

Deal bring refreshed energy and topics of consideration to the 
wider party platform. 

However, progressives must also keep in mind that Biden’s 
cabinet slate must be approved by a possibly GOP-controlled 

Senate, therefore neces-
sitating compromise 
to ensure that any 
hope of change is 
kept aflame. Criticiz-
ing moderate plans 
that hold promise 
for improvement 

and bipartisan sup-
port despite not guar-
anteeing all progressive 
stances, such as Biden’s 
plan for climate recov-
ery, impedes overall 
progress for the Demo-
cratic Party.
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be telling the public what to think; they should 
simply provide information and allow individuals 
to decide their opinions based on the facts.

Cable news has found a way to pander to 
the people who agree with them, fostering the 
ultimate echo chamber. CNN spent days discuss-
ing an election during which votes trickled in 
at a glacial pace. John King reviewed the same 
counties over and over again, despite unchanged 
vote totals, epitomizing the channel’s lazy pro-
gramming. Pundit Van Jones literally cried tears 
of joy after learning of Trump’s defeat. Fox News, 
on the other hand, continued to defend Trump’s 
voter fraud conspiracies despite there being no 
substantial evidence of fraud. In the midst of the 
pandemic, CNN allowed Chris Cuomo to conduct 
numerous interviews with his brother, Demo-

cratic New York Governor Andrew Cuomo. 
While many wanted answers 

about skyrocketing COVID-
19 cases in New York, the 

interviews largely featured 
softball questions and jokes 
about their relationship. 
Meanwhile, Fox News has 
repeatedly put Trump 
lawyer Rudy Giuliani on 
the air, seemingly only 
to create headlines off 
his audacious claims. In 
essence, the networks care 

less about true journalism 
and news than they do about 

ratings and attention.
Cable news networks will continue preaching 

to the choir going forward. However, it is up to 
us to stop watching these networks, which are a 
blight on journalism, and find outlets that provide 
the proper respect to journalistic integrity.

article Why Yellow Fever Is Different Than ‘Having 
a Type, “someone expecting me to fulfill all the 
cultural stereotypes of my race that he’s infatuated 
with...is called prejudiced ignorance and a refusal 
to recognize me as a complex, real human being.” 

In all honesty, I don’t know why race even plays 
a role in dating. Finding a significant other should 
be about understanding who somebody is, not judg-
ing them for not having almond shaped eyes. All 
races are beautiful, so deciding that one is more or 
less worthy than another is  perplexing. Assuming 
that I will act a certain way because of my race is 

an unrealistic fantasy that will not help 
you find your soulmate. Those who 

stereotype to such an extent 
are falling in love with the 
idea of someone, and they 
must learn that humans are 
much deeper than the shape 
of their eyes.  

Though it is okay to have 
a type, we must recognize 
that fetishizing Asians and 

pursuing them simply because they 
are Asian is much different than 
preferring someone because they 
have brown eyes. 

Why is it different to fetishize 
Asians than to prefer, say, brunettes over blondes? 
As an Asian woman, I have been ridiculed for traits 
that are suddenly desirable, and it angers me that 
people do not see the significance behind the fea-
tures that they think “fit their aesthetic.” The same 
people who used to call Asians slurs because of our 
small eyes are now expressing that they “like the 
innocent look of Asians’ eyes.” News flash: thinking 
a non-white person is beautiful does not mean you 
aren’t racist. It simply means you have experienced 
the beauty of humans and their diversity.
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