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China passes security laws
By Lucy Holland
Culture Editor

Earlier this year, the relationship between China 
and Hong Kong made headlines because of massive 
protests in the city. Now, the Chinese government 
has passed a series of national security laws that 
could be the end of the autonomy Hong Kong  
has enjoyed.

by Caroline Wagner
Graphics Designer

In response to the murder of top Iranian nuclear 
scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh in an ambush east 
of Tehran on Nov. 27, Iran passed legislation that 
promises to increase their nuclear enrichment 
program far beyond the sanctions imposed by the 
2015 nuclear deal. Iran also threatened to suspend 
U.N. inspections if the U.S. does not lift sanctions 
on oil and banking by early February. U.S. and 
Iranian officials suspect Israel is behind the murder 
of Fakhrizadeh, but the Israeli government has not 
officially released any statements accepting respon-
sibility for the attack, and the U.S. government 
declined to comment on whether President Trump 
knew about the assassination beforehand.

 

Tension in Ethiopia increases after massacre claims appear
by Maddie Dewhirst
National/World Editor

Over the course of the last month, the Ethiopian government had  
been bombing its northernmost region, causing refugees to flee the 
country in a war that has no clear end in sight.

Ethiopia is divided into semi autonomous regions largely along 
ethnic lines. The northern region Tigray is largely controlled by the 
Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF), who also control the regional 
army. Tensions between the TPLF and the Ethipian Prime Minister Abiy 
Ahmed have been ratcheting up since Ahmed, a former soldier and 
recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize, was inaugurated. Adding to the 

tension, Ahmed cancelled the August elections due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, and the TPLF decided to host elections in direct defiance 
of Ahmed.

On Nov. 4, Ahmed accused the TPLF of attacking federal troops, 
instigating an offensive into Tigray. The region is currently under a 
media blackout, making it hard to verify any information or provide 
aid to people in the region.

Government troops overran Mekelle, the capital city of Tigray, 
on Nov. 28. Ahmed praised the siege as a victory and stated fighting 
has “completed and ceased.” However, Getachew Reda, a member of 
the TPLF executive council, asserted: “We withdrew from Mekelle 
because we did not want to give them the pretext to bombard the 
city back to the Stone Age, to indiscriminately bombard and destroy 
the town.” The TPLF has regrouped, and fighting appears to remain 
ongoing in more mountainous regions and rural areas.

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees has labeled 
the situation a “full-scale humanitarian crisis.” More than 47,000 
refugees have fled to Sudan already, with the number expected to 
increase drastically. While it is hard to obtain or confirm information 
about what is currently happening in Tigray, refugees arriving in 
Sudan often come with harrowing stories. In an interview with the 
Washington Post, Semere, a 35-year-old English teacher, described 
the government’s actions as “a genocide against Tigray people.” 
Another refugee commented that the government was “killing people 

Multiple armed criminals rob Banco do Brasil in second robbery
By Trent Bartlett
Sports Editor

On Tues., Nov. 31, a Brazilian bank known as Banco do Brasil was 
robbed by an unknown number of armed robbers. The heist took place 
in the south of Brazil, in a small city called Criciuma. Less than 24 
hours later, another Banco do Brasil got robbed by more armed robbers, 
this time taking place in the northern Brazil town of Cameta. 

Both attacks took place around midnight, with armed robbers 
storming the banks and holding hostages. The attack that took place 
in Criciuma locked down the whole city due to the robbers taking 
hostages, blocking off roads, and using explosives to execute the heist. 
The robbers also started a fire in the main tunnel to the city to stop 
support from coming. Nobody died, but two hostages reported injuries, 
one being a military official and a security guard. The official amount 
of money stolen has yet to be confirmed. 

On Wednesday evening, Dec. 1, a group of 20 armed men attacked 
the same branch of banks in a heist almost identical to the one that 
took place less than 24 hours before. The attack only took 90 minutes; 
this time, they took the highest number of hostages and killed one 
person. Cameta’s city mayor confirmed the death of a hostage was due 
to a gunshot wound. 

The same night, 20 armed men attacked a military police station 
to slow the response to the robbery. However, when the governor of 
Cameta Para, Helder Barbalho, found out about the robbery he stated, 
“We will do our best to ensure that peace is resumed as soon as possible 
and that the criminals are arrested.”

Multiple videos of the robberies in Cameta and Criciuma were 
posted to social media, with an eyewitness saying: “They drove around 
shooting at the police and at the houses. It was a horrible scene to 
see.” Down in Criciuma, an investigator also released a statement, 
writing: “It’s another demonstration that everything is planned. They 
think of the location, and the timing.” 

There is no evidence that the incidents are linked, but the pos-
sibility hasn’t been ruled out by investigators. Local media reporters 
are already calling the attacks the “New Cangaço.” The term New 
Cangaço has historical ties with banditry that plagued parts of Brazil 
in the 1920s and 1930s.

The Banco do Brasil has only released one statement regarding 
the attacks. The statement reads, “[the bank] is collaborating with 
police investigations, and has yet to begin evaluating the structural 
damage to its branch.”
(Sources: BBC News, The Washington Post)

The government only revealed the full impli-
cations of the laws passed this year — many of 
which they wrote in secrecy and rushed through 
legislature — after Bejing voted on them.

The laws broadly make it easier to prosecute any 
opposition to the Communist party, and critics fear 
they are the end of Hong Kong’s independence from 
Chinese control. Lawmakers in Beijing insist that 
the laws are necessary for political stability and to 
protect the economy in Hong Kong.

The 66 articles of these new laws outline four 
main offenses: succession, subversion of state 
power, terrorism, and collusion with foreign entities, 
each punishable with up to life in prison. Arrests 
came less than 24 hours after the announcement 
of these laws. Hundreds of protestors were rounded 
up for unauthorized assembly and arrested for vio-

lations of the national security laws, including 
holding separatist and pro-independence stickers 
and flags. 

The laws have created widespread panic 
throughout Hong Kong, with citizens deleting 
old social media posts and messaging histories, 
journalists erasing their past work, shopkeepers 
and librarians removing books from their shelves, 
and protestors speaking in code. 

Beijing will also implement a National Secu-
rity Panel to oversee the upholding of the laws 
in Hong Kong. The committee, which doesn’t 
require judicial review and is not subject to 
local Hong Kong laws, is able to investigate and 
prosecute all violations of the new laws with 
virtually no checks. 

The laws are also extremely broad, and apply 
to anyone in the world, regardless of citizenship 
or location. According to George Washington 
University Professor of Law Donald Clarke, “it 
is asserting extraterritorial jurisdiction over 
every person on the planet,” and is more broad 
than China’s own famously strict criminal law. 
(Sources: NPR, BBC, NY Times, Time Magazine)

FEELING FIERCE: Qalibaf speaks on recent military action. 

WONDERFUL WUKRO: The Tigray region of Ethiopia faces a genocide. 
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POWERFUL POSTER: Poster announces new laws.

Although Iran claims their nuclear program 
has peaceful intentions, American intelligence 
discovered and shut down “Project Amad,” a secret 
weapons program led by Fakhrizadeh in 2003. In 
2018, Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu said he had 
obtained documentary evidence that Fakhrizadeh 
was continuing the secret weapons program.

The new legislation passed by Iran serves to 
pressure the U.S. to lift oil sanctions that have 
crippled the Iranian economy, and the Iranians 
hope to gain leverage in nuclear negotiations. As 
a result, the Biden administration will face height-

ened pressure to create a new agreement with Iran 
after transitioning into office. Biden has already 
expressed willingness to negotiate a new nuclear 
deal. “In consultation with our allies and partners, 
we’re going to engage in negotiations and follow-on 
agreements to tighten and lengthen Iran’s nuclear 
constraints, as well as address the missile program,” 
the president elect said in a statement on Dec. 3.

“The criminal enemy will not feel remorse 
unless we show a fierce reaction,” said Mohammad 
Baqer Qalibaf, speaker of the Iranian Parliament, 
in response to the assassination. However, in a 
contradictory statement, President Hassan Rou-
hani states that “The government does not agree 
with this legislation and considers it damaging for 
diplomacy.” Despite Rouhani’s words, the legislation 
passed on Dec. 2, and obligated the government to 
carry out the law. 

The new legislation will allow Iran to ramp up 
enriched uranium production from the current 
four to five percent to 20 percent over the next 
few months, but the timetable is unclear, as major 
renovations to the infrastructure of their nuclear 
facility may delay production. 
(Sources: CNN, The Washington Post, BBC News)

SITTING STERN: Mohsen Fakhrizadeh attends event.

BUSTED BANK: Banco Do Brasil is pictured before second armed robbery. 
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ALL AHMED: Prime Minister Ahmed makes a speech at an event. 

SCARY STREETS: Protesters gather in the streets.
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madly.” Ahmed has denied any intentional civilian deaths, and has 
stated government forces did not kill any non-combatants during 
the siege of Mekelle, despite contradicting reports.

Amnesty International established that a “massacre of a very 
large number of civilians, who appear to have been day labourers 
in no way involved in the ongoing military offensive” took place. 
On the ground interviews indicate that it was TPLF forces that 
massacred the civilians, although that has yet to be confirmed. 

Many saw Ahmed as a reform candidate when he received the 
Nobel Peace Prize making peace with Eritrea. It remains to be seen 
whether he will be able to live up to those promises.
(Sources: NY Times, Washington Post, Al Jazeera, BBC, Wall Street 
Journal, CNN)
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