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• Scotland makes 
   period products free
• Top Iranian nuclear 
   scientist assassinated 

COM: Japan boasts rich history, cuisine, and scenery
by Jackie King 
Humor Editor

The majestic archipelago that is the country of Japan holds 
some of the world’s greatest wonders. Dispersed throughout the four 
islands Hokkaido, Honshu, Shikoku, and Kyushu, Japan’s wonders, 
both big and small, draw in guests from every place on Earth. 

Likely the most notable of the marvels are the more than 
80,000 red gates, called torii, leading to shrines that speckle the 
empire. These shinto shrines (神社) are places where anybody can 
go to worship the kami, the Shinto “gods.” Except, the kami are 
not gods. They are not divine like the majority of transcendent 
and omnipotent deities present in most other religions. The kami 

are not omnipotent; they are simply beings. The Japanese honor 
over eight million kami — a number so big that it can be considered 
synonymous with infinity in traditional Japanese culture. Although 
there are an immeasurable number of Shinto kami, popular ones 
appear at most shines: Raijin, the Shinto kami of lightning, thunder, 
and storms; Amaterasu, the sun kami; Hachiman, the kami of war and 
military arts; Fujin, the kami of wind. The bright red torii and towers 
stand out even more as shimmering snowflakes begin covering the 
ground around them. 

Japanese eating, or kappō (割烹), is a staple of the country’s cul-
ture and is a crucial part of any foreigner’s experience. The Japanese 
create traditional kappō around rice with miso soup and some dishes 
depend on the meal and time of year. The side dishes and specific 
ingredients change through the seasons as the Japanese emphasize  
the use of seasonal ingredients. Common side dishes usually include 
some kind of fish and both cooked and pickled vegetables. Because  
of its island location, seafood is a common dish year round. Some kinds 
are grilled, but Japan is famous for its raw seafood presented as sashimi  
or in sushi. Their national dish, curry rice, is popular both in restau-
rants and in the home. Ramen is also a staple of Japanese eating and 
the best kinds are often found in markets or on the street. One thing 
all travelers say about Japan is that you can never judge a food place  
by its appearance. The most dilapidated restaurants often have  
the best food, so fearful tourists need to close their eyes and enjoy  
every bite. 

Maybe the most magical aspect of Japan occurs throughout 
the spring months when thousands of cherry blossoms, or sakura, 
bloom throughout the nation. Over 600 different species of the 
tree line the streets spreading cheer throughout the populace. 
Tourists and locals alike get to enjoy the magical scenery watching 
the sakura slowly blossom from around March to May. The magic of 
the season is partly due to the fact that no one ever knows when 
it’s going to happen exactly. But when it does, the entire country 
fills with the subtle scent of the sakura. The end of the season is 
just as magical as the beginning, as the strong winds begin to blow 
the blossoms off the sakuras and float them around, covering the 
streets, parks, and homes with the pastel pink snow.
(Sources: Matcha, BBC, Japan Specialist, The Times)
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SPRING FLOWERS: Cherry trees are in bloom along a river as people walk.

Ethiopia and Egypt engage in a dispute over new dam
by Senji Torrey 
Media Production Editor

 In late fall, the Ethiopian government proceeded to fill the Grand 
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, GERD, with the water of the Nile River. 
Ethiopia did this without the permission of the Egyptian government, 
who claim that they have authority over the Nile River’s water. With so 
much tension surrounding this resource dispute, many speculate that 
war could erupt if external actions are not taken to alleviate this issue.

Though the tension around the GERD has increased substantially 
over the past month, problems first arose shortly after the Ethiopian 
government began constructing the dam in 2011. Now, with the Ethi-
opian government’s decision to begin filling the dam in late August 
of this year, tensions have risen to unprecedented levels. 

The Egyptian government believes that the action of filling the 
GERD violates the 1959 legally binding agreement between Egypt and 
Sudan. This agreement allocates 100 percent of the Nile River’s water to 
Egypt and Sudan, and leaves about 10 billion cubic meters for seepage 
and evaporation. This agreement does not guarantee any of the Nile’s 
water to Ethiopia or other “riparian states.” Additionally, the agree-
ment gives Egypt unparalleled veto power on any Nile River projects. 

According to the Brookings Institution, the Ethiopian government 
responded to Egypt’s claims simply, saying that “the hydroelectric proj-
ect will significantly improve livelihoods in the region more broadly.”

Because of both sides’ unwavering viewpoints, many countries fear 
the worst for this relatively internal problem. Some have even pointed 
towards warfare in the near future if nothing is done by external powers 
to blunt the flames of this issue. 

The U.S., led by President Donald Trump, already intervened earlier 
this year, but despite the president’s claims that he “made a deal” 
between Egypt and Ethiopia, both of which are American allies, ten-
sions continue to rise. Though this dispute is ongoing and escalating, 
President Trump’s only actions in these past few months are to say 
that Egypt could “blow up” the dam if a compromise is not reached.

Even though Trump has taken a few steps to resolve this problem, 
according to the BBC, “US mediation over the dam had worsened 
tensions between Egypt and Ethiopia.” One contributing factor to the 
exacerbation of this issue is Trump’s choice to withdraw 100 million 
dollars in aid to Ethiopia. This step could backfire on the U.S., however, 
since Ethiopia is a major force in helping the American government 
suppress militant Islamist groups in the “Horn of Africa.”

According to John Mukum Mbaku, “In the end, all 11 riparian 
states must understand that the way forward calls [for these states 
to] recognize the Nile River as a regional watercourse,” and to ensure 
that this contract stands strong, this agreement must make sure that 
all affected regions mutually benefit.
(Sources: BBC, Brookings Institution)

JUST KEEP DIGGING: Workers shovel at the Great Ethiopian Renaissance Dam.

OLD AND STRONG: Asakusa Senso-ji is the oldest Buddhist temple in Tokyo.

French PM proposes bills Bill ends “period poverty”
by Alia Arafeh 
Editorial Editor

 Following incidents of police brutality, French 
Prime Minister Emmanuel Macron introduced a 
new set of laws that have led to violent protests 
and outspoken opposition from the people of 
France. In addition, he outlined a set of laws to 
combat the increase in terrorist attacks.

Macron’s new proposed bills restrict the filming 
of police. Breaking this law would result in a year 
in prison and a 45,000 euro fine. More specifically, 
the bill criminalizes the publishing of photos or 
videos of police officers if the poster intends to 
tarnish the “physical or psychological integrity” 
of the officers. Macron wrote this bill following the 
release of multiple videos of police brutality. One 
video shows police beating and yelling racial slurs 
at Black French musician Michel Zecler. Another 
incident took place when people shared photos 
and videos of police using tear gas to dismantle 
a refugee camp, which nearly 500 volunteers set 
up. Police attempted to tear it down, sometimes 
lifting tents with people still inside them. Accord-
ing to Macron, the bill is an attempt to protect 
the integrity of police officers.

Those opposing the bill believe this legislation 
allows police to get away with violence and that it 
demonstrates an issue of systemic racism within 
the French police and France as a whole. Protestors 
first took to the streets on Nov. 21 to demonstrate 
their disapproval of the proposed laws, and these 
protests are ongoing. Violence broke out at some 
of the events, with protestors attacking police 
and vice-versa. Following the demonstrations, the 
French government decided to rewrite the bill, in 
hopes of abating the rallies against it.

Macron introduced a separate bill to crack 
down on terrorist groups in France following a 
stabbing in Nice which left three dead, as well 
as the beheading of a Samuel Paty in Paris. An 
18-year-old Russian refugee beheaded Paty after 
the teacher showed a caricature of the prophet 

by Raphael Pelayo 
Media Production Editor

On Nov. 24, Scotland became the first country to 
officially pass legislation classifying menstruation 
products as a human right. Scottish Parliament 
member Monica Lennon first introduced the bill in 
April 2019 as an effort to end the “period poverty” 
that many people face. The bill unanimously passed 
through Parliament. Over the course of a lifetime, 
a person will spend about 6,400 dollars on such 
products. Due to the high costs of tampons and pads, 
roughly 10 to 15 percent of youth in the U.K. cannot 
or struggle to afford proper sanitary products. This 
program will take two years to fully implement, and 
will cost the Scottish government about 11.6 million 
dollars from 2022-23. 

In many countries — including the United 
States, Sweden, Mexico, and Hungary — period 
products get taxed as a luxury good, similar to 
cigarettes, jewelry, and alcohol, at up to 27 percent. 
The tampon tax became controversial in the U.K., 
so many major supermarkets began covering the tax 
themselves. Due to this tax targeting only people 
with periods, many saw the tax as gender discrim-
ination. Although some countries, such as Kenya, 
Australia, and Canada, have removed this period 
tax, many activists still push for more countries to 
adopt Scotland’s new law.

During the coronavirus pandemic, the finan-
cial struggle for many citizens worsened to a 
point where a third of girls and women in the 
U.K. ages 14 to 21 had problems affording period 
products during the first lockdown this year. With 
220,000 female Scottish citizens between 12 and 
54 years old living in relative poverty, the lack 
of proper menstruation products can have severe 
health consequences, which may cause additional 
financial difficulties. 

SEAT OF POWER: Macron speaks at a conference in 2019. 

Muhammed in a discussion about free speech. This 
law proposes to ban homeschooling, flag people 
suspected of terrorism, and increase prevention 
of polygamous marriages, all with the incentive 
of putting an end to “Islamic separatism.” This 
is the idea that Muslims in France are separating 
themselves from the rest of the country and focus-
ing on religious ideas from outside sources. The 
Council on American-Islamic Relations expressed 
their disapproval of this law, accusing Macron of 
betraying traditional French values and turning a 
liberal country into a more authoritarian society.

Scotland’s new law builds on measures from 
2018, when Parliament announced they would 
provide free sanitary products to students in 
schools and universities. In 2019, the Scottish 
government extended the laws, making sanitary 
products free in libraries and recreational centers. 
Soon afterward, both England and New Zealand 
began making initiatives to provide free period 
products in schools. Following Scotland’s law, 
Lennon looks forward to their next steps, stating, 
“Once access to period products is secured for  
all, our next steps must be ensuring women’s 
health in general remains high on the political 
agenda in Scotland and that we end all stigma 
around menstruation.”
(Sources: CBS, NY Times, CNN, Bloomberg)PEN > SWORD: Lennon signs a 2016 pledge about trade. 

Adding to the backlash, Pakistani Minister for 
Human Rights Shireen Mazari posted a tweet com-
paring Macron to a Nazi. She included an article 
describing how the new law would single out Muslim 
children, similar to how Jewish children were singled 
out in Nazi Germany. The French Foreign Ministry 
denounced her claims and stated their anger over 
her tweet, which later led her to delete the post.

Tensions between the Islamic world and France 
continue to rise, as do issues regarding police bru-
tality and systemic racism. As of now, the French 
people hope for positive change and step towards 
more peaceful times.
(Sources: Bloomberg, NY Times, NBC, Middle East 
Eye, International Business Times)

OUT OF SESSION: Chamber in the Parliament sits empty. 
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