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Police release Rittenhouse on two million dollar bail 
by Quincy Marks 
Public Relations Manager

On Nov. 20, the Kenosha County police released Kyle Ritten-
house from custody after he paid his two million dollar bail. Earlier 
this year, the 17-year-old faced arrest for shooting three protesters 
and killing two at a protest in Kenosha, WI. The Kenosha County 
court charged Rittenhouse with six felonies. Before tensions arose 
in Kenosha, Rittenhouse was known for being an adamant supporter 
of Donald Trump and the police, as he took part in a support group 
for members of law enforcement and frequently posted the phrase 
“Blue Lives Matter” on his social media. 

On Aug. 25, Rittenhohuse traveled from his home in Illinois 
to Wisconsin, where protests erupted over the shooting of Jacob 
Blake, a Black man whom police shot seven times in front of three 
of Blake’s children. Rittenhouse stated that he went to Wisconsin 
in order to “protect people” from looting and rioting. Videos from 
before the shooting show Rittenhouse holding his rifle in front 
of police officers, who did not react, even though it is illegal for 
minors to openly carry weapons in Wisconsin. A live stream from 
the protest captured a police officer giving a water bottle to Rit-
tenhouse and thanking him.

As the night progressed, Rittenhouse got into a fight with a pro-
testor, Joseph Rosenbaum, 36, that ended with Rittenhouse shooting 
and killing him. Chaos soon arose as protesters swarmed the murder 
scene, and Rittenhouse ended up killing Anthony Huber, 26, and 
injuring Gage Grosskreutz, 22. Rittenhouse ended up turning himself 
in in Illinois, telling police that he “shot two white kids.”

Rittenhouse’s case grew mass attention from social media. Support-
ers of Rittenhouse say that he acted out of self-defense. Thousands of 
people donated to Rittenhouse’s legal fund, raising over two million 
dollars to pay the teenager’s bail. Lin Wood, a lawyer for Rittenhouse, 
wrote on Twitter that Ricky Schroder, an actor and director, and Mike 
Lindell, the CEO of My Pillow, helped put the donations “over the 
top.” Wood later tweeted a picture of Rittenhouse with John Pierce, 
Rittenhouse’s attorney, and Schroder, congratulating donors on Rit-
tenhouse’s release. 

Huber’s father, John Huber, asked the commissioner to raise 
Rittenhouse’s bail to above four million dollars as he feared that his 
supporters would gladly hide Rittenhouse if he were to be released. At 
the hearing, Huber spoke of his son’s legacy, noting that “He tried to 
stop him. He was a hero. Anyone who says otherwise is dead wrong, 
including the president.”

If convicted, Rittenhouse may spend the rest of his life in 
jail, according to Thomas Binger, the Assistant District Attorney. 
Dominick Black, a friend of Rittenhouse, also faces charges for 
giving Rittenhouse, a minor, a weapon. A preliminary hearing for 
Rittenhouse’s case took place on Dec. 3, where a court commis-
sioner ruled that he will face trial in January.  
(Sources: NY Times, CNN, NPR, CBS)

UNDER ARREST: Rittenhouse stands for mugshot photo dressed in a jumpsuit.

COVID death rates rise nationally as states lock down 
by Sophie Sullivan 
Opinion Editor 

The United States recorded its highest daily death toll of the 
pandemic on Dec. 2, with at least 2,885 recorded deaths on Wednes-
day alone, putting the all-time US death toll from COVID-19 at over 
280,000. In the past seven days, the US accounted for nearly 80,000 
new cases of the virus, with an average of 54.8 daily cases per 100,000. 
There have been over 14.6 million confirmed cases of the virus since 
the start of the pandemic. As of Dec. 5, there are at least 101,190 
COVID-19 patients currently in hospitals.

Positive cases, hospitalization, and death rates have increased 
steadily since early to mid-September, but surged sharply the week 
before Thanksgiving. More than half of all states — 39, including 
California — are experiencing high case levels (at least 15 new daily 
cases per 100,000 people) that continue to rise. Ten states report high 
case levels that are decreasing, and Hawaii is the only state with case 
levels (fewer than 15 new daily cases per 100,000 people) that remain 
low. Death rates have increased in 40 states in the last two weeks, 
though spikes in death tolls often trail behind spikes in positive cases.

California remains the worst-hit state in the nation, reporting more 
than 1.34 million cases and 19,000 deaths; Texas trails right behind 
California with 1.33 million cases and 23,000 deaths. 

Los Angeles County leads both the state and the country in counties 
with the highest rates of cases. 

Currently, California and Ohio are the only states with clear stay-at-
home orders or curfews; Kentucky, New Mexico, Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, and Wisconsin have issued stay-at-home advisories. Businesses 
remain mostly open across the country, with only eight states mostly 
closing and twelve states partially closing businesses.

President Donald Trump has made few comments on the recent 
surges in COVID-19 cases, deaths, and hospitalizations, instead tweet-
ing and retweeting unproven claims about the results of the 2020 
presidential election.

As of Dec. 6, only two vaccines have either received or applied for 
emergency use authorization. The Pfizer/BioNTech mRNA vaccine is 
currently the only US-based vaccine to receive approval for emergency 
use in the United Kingdom. Pfizer/BioNTech were the first to move 
forward from Phase 3 clinical trials in early November, and project a 
production rate of 1.3 billion doses by the end of 2021 should they 
receive full authorization. Moderna also applied for authorization for 
their mRNA vaccine; with approval, the first doses could be adminis-
tered near the end of December. 
(Sources: Bloomberg, CDC, COVID Tracking Project, Johns Hopkins 
University, NY Times)
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READY, SET, TEST!: States ramp up testing capabilities in order to combat cases.

SpaceX launches Falcon 9, making American history  
by Sidney Bricker and Georgia Kaufman
Public Relations Manager and Humor Editor 

On Tues., Nov. 24, SpaceX launched its sixteenth Starlink mis-
sion from Cape Canaveral Airforce Station. The rocket, Falcon 9, 
included nine Merlin engines at its base to help it break through 
Earth’s atmosphere and successfully make it into space. Engineers 
designed the craft with a goal of ten or more flights. The Starlink 
mission on Nov. 24 was this particular craft’s seventh voyage, 
which shattered previous records for reuse of a spacecraft. Not 
only was the mission the sixteenth Starlink mission, but it was 
the twenty-third overall space mission of 2020. 

The live stream of the launch featured Kate Tice, senior certi-
fication engineer at SpaceX, and Siva Bharadvaj, space operations 
engineer at SpaceX. The recorded version of the sixteenth Starlink 
mission is available on SpaceX’s YouTube channel.

Starlink is a group of satellites that provide high speed internet, 
especially in rural areas where internet is normally inaccessible. 
The launch, beyond increasing the megabits per second from 50 
to 150, also created room for instances where there would be zero 

connectivity for short periods of time to the high speed internet 
that the satellites create. This launch will allow installment of more 
satellites, more ground stations, and bring overall improvements to 
SpaceX’s networking software. These groups of satellites — or ‘cells’ 
— are located on the border of the United States and Canada. 

Some scientists from SpaceX worried that the weather would be 
too windy at the calculated time of launch. The correct conditions 
for takeoff were essential, and SpaceX had already delayed the launch 
multiple times to ensure safety. However, the launch went smoothly 
and weather conditions did not interfere. 

On Nov. 15,  the Falcon 9 took off for the ISS from NASA’s Kennedy 
Space Center in Florida with a crew of four astronauts. The mission made 
history as the first full-fledged commercial taxi flight for NASA and, 
according to NASA was “the first time the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion has licensed a human orbital spaceflight launch.” The crew also 
included the first black astronaut on a long-term space station flight, 
Victor Glover. The other crew members were Michael Hopkins,  Soichi 
Noguchi, and Shannon Walker. SpaceX scheduled the crew to be in 
orbit for six months. The ISS mission will be the longest in U.S. history.

Throughout the past month, SpaceX has made every effort to 
create a more technologically savvy environment for our future. 
They are responsible for most of the groundbreaking news we hear 
about the outsides of our atmosphere.
(Sources: SpaceX, NASA)

LIFT-OFF: The Falcon 9 launched on Nov. 24 and will orbit for six months. 
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President-elect Biden plans to reapprove VAWA grants
by Sonali Muthukrishnan
National/World Editor 

Commemorating the International Day for the Elimination of 
Violence Against Women, President-elect Joseph Biden made an 
Instagram post on Nov. 25, stating his intention to confront and end 
gender-based violence during his presidency. To meet this goal, Biden 
and his Vice-President-elect Kamala Harris plan to reauthorize the 
Violence Against Women Act, restore Title IX protections for student 
assault survivors, and address growing domestic violence rates and 
sexual assault during the COVID-19 pandemic.

As a vice president, Biden worked to strengthen Title IX protections 
for students. These protections aided survivors in coming forward about 
their experiences, working to end the culture of silence surrounding 
sexual assault. Biden also created a program called “It’s On Us,” which 
empowered bystanders to intervene and prevent sexual assault. 

In 1990, Biden — a Delaware Senator at the time — initiated the 
writing and passing of the Violence Against Women Act. In his Nov. 25 
post, Biden expressed that this act “remains one of my proudest legis-
lative achievements.” The VAWA passed in 1994, but Congress continued 
to improve the legislation’s afforded protections in the reauthorization 
of appropriations in 2000, 2005, and 2013. The VAWA passed as part 
of the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994. It is 
the first federal policy dedicated to addressing gender-based violence.  

The United States Department of Justice characterizes the act as “a 
multifaceted approach to strengthening responses at the local, state, 
tribal, and federal levels to domestic violence, dating violence, sexual 
assault, and stalking.” The VAWA does not expire, and the expiration 
of the regular reauthorization of appropriations only pertains to the 
grant programs involved in this act. Congress can choose to continue 
to fund grants until a reauthorization is approved. While reauthoriza-
tion appropriations expired in 2019, Congress chose to keep allocating 
money to VAWA programs for the fiscal year 2020. 

With every reauthorization, this act has grown to protect more and 
more women. After the act passed, reauthorizations focused on extend-
ing non-law enforcement services — rape prevention and education, 
community coordinated responses — and expanding the definition of 
crimes covered under the act. Another expansion included addressing 
additional challenges for Native Americans, immigrants, and other 
disproportionately affected groups.  

Biden pledged to reauthorize VAWA as soon as possible. A reau-
thorization would most likely look to expand the reach of the act’s 
services through additional funds. At the moment, many of the services 
offered by the VAWA have reached capacity, meaning that organizers 
must turn down survivors, sending them back to potentially dangerous 
and violent environments. 
(Sources: Legal Momentum, US Department of Justice, CAP)SPEAKNG OUT: Chuck Shumer gives a speech urging a reauthorization of VAWA.
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