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   Michael Flynn
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Trump refuses to concede defeat in the 2020 election 
by Brynn Gibson
Graphics Designer

Mainstream media projected former Vice President Joseph 
Biden as the winner of the 2020 presidential election on Sat., 
Nov. 7. However, despite America’s clear decision, the Trump 
Administration refused to recognize the result. This refusal broke 
with America’s longstanding tradition of a smooth transfer of 
power, leading to unusual restrictions in the relay of national 
security information to the president-elect. 

 Since Nov. 7, Donald Trump has repeatedly blamed the result 
of the election on widespread voter fraud, a claim for which he 
has no evidence. According to Attorney General William Barr, the 

U.S. Justice Department has not discovered any indicator of widespread 
voter fraud. Additionally, the Elections Infrastructure Government 
Coordinating Council declared that the 2020 presidential election was, 
“the most secure in American history.”

Despite claims of widespread voter fraud having no validity, the 
Trump campaign has filed over 50 lawsuits claiming fraud in the election 
process, vote counting, and vote certification in six battleground states. 
Of those 50 lawsuits — filed in Arizona, Georgia, Nevada, Michigan, 
Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin — courts have already thrown out 30. On 
Dec. 3, the Wisconsin Supreme Court refused to hear a lawsuit claiming 
the invalidity of over 200,000 votes, because the Trump Campaign could 
not provide any evidence backing their claims. On Dec. 4, appeals courts 
in Nevada, Arizona, and Michigan rejected bids to overturn the election 
results after Republican officials failed to prove misconduct or fraud.

While the current president’s attempts to undermine the results 
of the election have proven futile, he has succeeded in delaying the 
transition of intelligence traditionally provided to the president-elect. 
Typically, receiving access to daily intelligence briefings is one of the 
first rights granted to a president-elect, immediately after the election 
is over. However, considering Trump’s refusal to admit defeat, this 
transition of information did not immediately occur. Over two-and-
a-half weeks after state-reported election results declared Biden the 
president-elect, President Trump finally signed off on Biden receiving 
presidential daily briefings. These briefs contain classified information 

concerning national security, allowing the president-elect to tran-
sition into their presidential term more easily. 

 Despite allowing Joe Biden access to intelligence briefings, 
Donald Trump still has not conceded, tweeting on Dec. 6, “...I WON 
THE ELECTION, BIG.” Twitter tagged the claim, only one example 
in a series of tweets, for misinformation. 

While the delay of the presidential transition may set Joe 
Biden back by a few weeks, preparations for his presidency are 
well underway. The president-elect has met with a multitude of 
world leaders and appointed a large portion of his cabinet already. 
Pledging to reunite the country after years of political division, 
Joe Biden will be sworn in on Jan. 20, whether or not President 
Donald Trump admits defeat.
(Sources: NBC, CNN, Associated Press)

Trump pardons M. Flynn Biden announces Cabinet 
by Maya Gomez
People Editor

President Donald J. Trump pardoned former 
National Security Advisor General Michael T. Flynn, 
who had twice pleaded guilty to charges relating to 
lying to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). 
The 61-year-old retired U.S. Army lieutenant general 
resigned from his role as  National Security Advisor 
in February of 2017, after the FBI affirmed that he 
conducted conversations with the Russian Ambas-
sador Sergey I. Kislyak. Additionally, Flynn provided 
“incomplete information” to Vice President Mike 
Pence, and numerous other White House officials. 

“Mr. Flynn previously had denied that he had any 
substantive conversations with Ambassador Sergey I. 
Kislyak, and Mr. Pence repeated that claim in tele-
vision interviews” New York Times authors Maggie 
Haberman, Matthew Rosenburg, Matt Apuzzo, and 

Glenn Thrush explained. They went on to say that 
“on Monday [Feb. 13, 2017], a former Administra-
tion official said the Justice Department warned 
the White House last month that Mr. Flynn had 
not been fully forthright about his conversations 
with the ambassador.”

Mr. Flynn’s resignation letter revealed that 
he held several calls with foreign officials before 
President Trump’s inauguration, stating “I inadver-
tently briefed the Vice President-elect and others 
with incomplete information regarding my phone 
calls with the Russian ambassador.”

As a part of his original plea deal, released doc-
uments explained Flynn’s consultations with the 
Russian ambassador were “part of a coordinated 
effort by Mr. Trump’s aides” in order to build strong 
foreign policy before they would come into power. 
Obama Administration officials warned Trump and 
his colleagues to “stop meddling in foreign affairs.” 

While President Trump fired Flynn from his 
former position as National Security Advisor, 
Trump requested that the 2017 FBI director James 
B. Comey “end any investigation into Mr. Flynn.” 
Not long after, President Trump fired Mr. Comey 
only four months after being inaugurated.

On Nov. 25, President Trump pardoned Flynn 
based on charges regarding his premeditated 
discussions with foreign officials and the Russian 
Ambassador, Sergey I. Kislyak. “It is my Great 
Honor to announce that General Michael T. Flynn 
has been granted a Full Pardon,” President Trump 
stated on his personal Twitter account that 
afternoon, “Congratulations to @GenFlynn and 
his wonderful family, I know you will now have a 
truly fantastic Thanksgiving!”
(Sources: NY Times, Washington Post)

by Revanth Rao
Sports Editor

As he approaches his Jan. 20 inauguration 
date, President-elect Joe Biden continues to 
nominate officials to fill Cabinet positions. Biden 
noted that he wants his picks to truly represent 
the American population, and, as a result, his 
cabinet is on track to become the most diverse 
in US history. Additionally, many   of Biden’s 
picks have previous government experience from 
working under former President Barack Obama.

Biden’s nominees have largely consisted of 
former government employees with whom he 
is familiar with due to his experience serving 
as Vice President in the Obama administration. 
One of the most experienced of those nominees 
is Janet Yellen, whom Biden nominated to be the 
Secretary of the Treasury. Yellen was the chair of 
the Federal Reserve for four years and has expe-
rience working in both the Obama and Clinton 

Administrations. If confirmed by the Senate, Yellen 
would become the first woman to fill the position. 

In addition, Biden has made an effort to nomi-
nate minorities, and two notable minority nominees 
are Alejandro Mayorkas and Linda Thomas-Green-
field. Mayorkas, a former political refugee from Cuba, 
is in line to be the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
and would be the first Latino to hold the position. 
Thomas-Greenfield, whom Biden nominated to be 
the US Ambassador to the United Nations, was a 
diplomat during Obama’s presidency and helped 
guide US actions in Africa during the Ebola crisis.

Throughout his campaign, Biden ran on a 
promise to make climate change initiatives one 
of his top priorities. To help fulfill his promise, 
Biden nominated John Kerry to be a Special Envoy 
for Climate. Kerry, a former presidential candidate 
and Secretary of State under President Obama, will 
sit on the National Security Council to advise on 
climate change.

One controversial Biden nominee was Neera 
Tanden, whom Biden selected to be the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. Tanden 
worked under President Obama as the director of 
domestic policy during his 2008 presidential cam-
paign, and helped him formulate the Affordable 
Care Act. However, she has been fiercely critical of 
Republicans, especially on social media, which may 
make her Senate confirmation difficult.

While Tanden’s confirmation in the Senate may 
be a struggle, Biden’s other nominees are largely 
expected to be confirmed without a great deal of 
pushback. In order to be confirmed, each nominee 
needs a simple majority of votes from the Senators, 
or 51 votes.
(Sources: VOA News, Washington Post, NPR)

Molecular and antigen COVID tests give faster results   
by Sidney Bricker
Media Production Editor

 There are two main types of COVID-19 diagnostic tests: the molec-
ular test and the antigen test. Molecular tests, which identify active 
COVID-19 infections, are very accurate, but may yield false negatives, 
especially if the test takes place early in the infection, since the con-
centration of the virus particles is lower. Molecular tests rarely yield 
false-positive results. The tests provide results in hours, and people 
receive them in one to seven days.

Antigen tests, like molecular tests, aim to diagnose the virus while 
it is active. Most obtain samples through the nose or throat. Antigen 
tests work by identifying specific proteins in the sample that exist in 
the virus. Unlike molecular tests, antigen tests provide results within 
15 to 30 minutes, but miss more cases. According to UC Davis Health, 
in antigen tests, false negatives could be as high as 20 percent in some 
locations. The FDA recommends that anyone who exhibits symptoms 
should receive a molecular test, even if results from an antigen test 
are negative.

A sample can be collected many different ways. Some testing 
locations use the nasal swab method of collection. Others use a naso-
pharyngeal swab, collecting the sample from the upper part of the 
throat by passing a longer swab through the nose. Still other testing 
locations collect their sample orally, from the throat, a method known 
as the oropharyngeal swab. Though many people agree that nasal swabs 
and oropharyngeal swabs are more comfortable than nasopharyngeal 
swabs, samples from nasopharyngeal swabs tend to provide more 
accurate results. 

There are several different molecular tests, the common PCR (poly-
merase chain reaction) test is just one type. According to MayoClinic, 
the objective of this test is to selectively amplify minute quantities of 
genetic material to identify certain parts of virus DNA. A different type 
of PCR test is rRT-qPCR (reverse transcriptase quantitative polymerase 
chain reaction). Some of the processes in rRT-qPCR are the same as 
the more common version. It detects and quantifies the presence of 

infectious agents in a sample, according to The Johns Hopkins Center 
for Health Security. What sets rRT-qPCR apart from the more widely 
used PCR is its capability to detect the virus quantitatively (in numbers 
of virus particles) instead of only qualitatively (indicating whether 
or not the virus is present). Though rRT-qPCR has the potential to 
be useful, it can take 1-3 hours longer than a regular PCR test and 
requires training and specialized machines. Another lesser-used diag-
nostic test is RT-LAMP (reverse transcription loop-mediated isothermal 
amplification). It takes 15 to 60 minutes and provides results that 
are visible to the naked eye. However, debris can affect the reaction.
(Sources: CDC, UC Davis Health, The National Center for Biotechnology 
Information, FDA, MayoClinic, Banner Health, Johns Hopkins Center 
for Health Security)

FUTURE PRES: Pres.-elect Joe Biden gives a speech prior to the election. 
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SPEAK OUT: President Donald Trump gives a speech at one of his rallies. 

NEW RESULTS : A scientist runs multiple COVID-19 diagnostic tests in a lab.
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WHO NOSE?: A man gets tested for COVID-19 at a social distanced testing center.
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SAY CHEESE: Janet Yellen poses with Mario Marcel.
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CORONA CENTRAL: Michael Flynn attends a Trump rally.


