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by Emmy Morley
National/World Editor

Make no mistake, 2020 challenged every industry out there, espe-
cially theatre companies, but the Los Gatos High School drama depart-
ment has put together a fantastic show nonetheless. The Ghosts of Spoon 
River comes to viewers in a digital format this year, made possible by 
masterful editing, camera work, and a green screen.

The large cast and crew banded together to tell a story in a series of 
monologues told by the ghosts of the Spoon River people. The stories the 
ghosts tell eventually overlap and intertwine, though each monologue 
is delivered separately. Cast member Kate Mittelhauser explained 
that the department chose the “Spoon River Anthology, a collection of 
monologues performed by dead people that were all tied together… Each 
person only had to memorize and perfect a monologue—there wasn’t 
any blocking to memorize or character interactions to choreograph.”  
The Ghosts of Spoon River cast performed their roles in a COVID-19 safe 
environment. Mittelhauser added, “Even if we could have somehow met 
together, there was no chance an audience would be allowed in theatre. 
That led us to choose a show that could be easily filmed and had little 
to no character interaction.”

LG cancels beloved holiday traditions
by Jenna Roselli
Center Editor

Downtown Los Gatos during the holiday season a year ago looked very 
different from the holiday season the Los Gatos community is experiencing 
in 2020. Los Gatos’s time-honored holiday traditions like the Christmas 
Tree Lighting ceremony and the Los Gatos Children’s Christmas and Holi-
days Parade had to be cancelled due to the pandemic. This year, people 
were able to drive down Main St. during the morning hours on the first 
Saturday of December. For sixty-three years, Los Gatos’s most popular 
event has happened, rain or shine. For the first time in more than half 
a century, the town had to cancel the Los Gatos Christmas and Holidays 
Parade to keep the community healthy and safe.  

The town also had to cancel the annual Christmas Tree Lighting Cer-
emony held in the Town Plaza on the Friday night before the parade. In 
the past, the ceremony included live music from music programs in the 
community and a performance from the Los Gatos Ballet dancers. The Los 
Gatos mayor would also present the Youth Citizens of the Year Awards 
before transitioning to the main event of the evening, the tree lighting. 
After the town flipped the switch, children would have an opportunity 
to take pictures with Santa after he made his way to the Town Plaza on a 
classic fire truck. Families could take part in an old-fashioned sing-along 
of classic holiday carols and the arts and crafts stations, while playing in 
a fake snow storm. People would also enjoy a horse-drawn carriage which 
the Chamber of Commerce puts on every year. Although Santa had to 

remain at home in the North Pole this year, there were a few sight-
ings of people taking in the town’s Christmas spirit while enjoying 
horse-drawn carriages through downtown Los Gatos.

Despite the event cancellations, the 22nd annual Fantasy of 
Lights in Vasona will be open from Dec. 4 to Dec. 30. This is a per-
fect event for families to enjoy the holiday festivities while socially 
distanced. The event is quite popular this year and tickets sold out 
quickly due to the 10:00 PM to 5:00 AM curfew that limited the 
number of tickets the organization could sell. 

As the town nears the end of 2020, California has slipped back 
into the purple tier and back into a regional shutdown just in time 
for the holidays.

This year may be different, but the town continues to give 
everyone a chance to safely indulge in a few holiday festivities. 
Additionally, there are still lots of ways to celebrate the season of 
giving back; there are various organizations around Los Gatos who 
are accepting donations, such as the House of Hope located near 
Fisher Middle School.
(Sources: LGS Recreation, KCAT TV 15, Eventbrite, Town of Los Gatos, 
Los Gatos Chamber of Commerce)

REUNITED AT LAST: Skillful editing brought the entire cast together on-screen.
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GIDDY-UP: An iconic horse-drawn carriage parades through downtown Los Gatos.

-Ethical consumption is a
 consumer responsibility
-Davidson condemns the
 fetishization of Asians
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LIGHT ‘EM UP: A holiday light sculpture dazzles visitors in Town Plaza Park.
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DON’T GO BREAKING MY HEART: Zoe Arnold stares forlornly into the distance.

Editorial
-LGHS must prioritize the
 needs of teachers when
 implementing a safe
 reopening plan
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School play goes on amid COVID-19
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The drama department is a testament to the resilience of passion-
ate artists during the COVID-19 pandemic. The cast and crew met on 
Zoom calls to rehearse and perfect their monologues remotely in their 
homes. Performers then made their way to the high school theatre 
where they dressed in their wardrobe and filmed their carefully studied 
monologues with an abundance of caution. 

Mittlehauser, who has been an assistant director in pre-coronavirus 
productions in the past, made sure to mention that the joy of theatre 
was not lost and “the best part was that I still got to be a part of 
the community. If the show had been flat-out cancelled I would have 
been devastated. Even though I got to see everyone a lot less, it was 
far better than not at all.” 

Thanks to the hard work and dedication of the Ghosts of Spoon 
River cast and crew, Los Gatos High School students and family alike 
were able to enjoy an annual fall play. The LGHS drama department 
did not falter in the face of adversity; they adapted and overcame 
to give everyone a much needed escape and more importantly, an 
amazing experience.


