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Sports Editor

A tenacious runner and an avid mountain biker, 
senior Justin Peck is an immensely motivated and 
high-achieving athlete in multiple pursuits. In 
particular, Peck shines when he runs cross country, 
a sport that he has been a part of since his days at 
Fisher Middle School.

While Peck was generally active during his 
childhood, he began to run cross country when 
he moved to Los Gatos in seventh grade. Since he 
had no prior experience with the sport, he said 
the training took some getting used to. However, 
because running did come naturally to him, he 
quickly began to enjoy the sport.

In middle school, Peck was one of the faster 
runners on the team, but once he got to high 
school, he became much faster by implementing 
training routines taught to him by coaches and older 
team members. This training includes a preseason, 
in which the team slowly gets back into running 
shape. During the season, he trains five to six 
times per week to prepare for the meets. While the 
schedule is definitely rigorous, Peck states that he 

POM: Peck dominates XC
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Humor Editor

A stellar student in her classes at LGHS, a 
helpful soul in peer to peer education groups, 
and an absolute beast in rowing, senior Varsity 
Women’s rower Tatum Heyl has officially commit-
ted to Gonzaga University in Washington for her 
next four years.

Heyl has been rowing competitively for the 
past four years, and her growth in the sport 
has given her immense gratification, not only 
for herself, but for her teammates and coaches 
as well. The senior has been a part of Los Gatos 
Rowing Club’s Varsity Women’s team since she 
was a sophomore in high school. The senior has 
stayed motivated throughout the years because 
of her love of the sport and how it is “very team 
oriented – everyone works individually toward 
one goal and the only way to achieve it is by 
working together.”

Heyl described the struggle that her team has 
been facing after the coronavirus pandemic struck 
the program. “Rowing is a very team-oriented 

sport, and I think it’s really hard right now because 
of COVID to get really close and form those team 
bonds,” commented Heyl. “It’s hard because we 
haven’t been able to row in the big boats anymore, 
but we have really been able to make it work under 
all of the circumstances. It’s enjoyable because we 
are able to stay safe and still practice almost every 
single day.” Amidst her dedication to the sport 
and school, Heyl spoke about what her recruiting 
process for college was like. “It was long. I started 
in my sophomore year, and it was hard, but it was 
enjoyable. Seeing all the work that you have put 
in makes it all worth it in the end.” 

Following COVID-19 guidelines, the rowing team 
has not been able to practice in boats together since 
Mar. 10. “Being in the single [one-person boats] as 
well as staying distanced from teammates has been 
hard – really hard.” The senior reflected on her 
time spent six feet away from all other teammates 
saying, “I do believe that it will all pay off in the 
long run because we have been making a lot of 
individual gains now. Soon everyone will be really 
happy to see an end result.” Heyl went on, “I’m 
just really excited to see where this work can take 
us when we can finally row together.”

Despite her devotion and commitment to her 
sport, Heyl does not fall short of being an academic 
goddess. She flew into distanced learning with 
ease, as she was “able to get the hang of it really 
easy.” According to Heyl, “The whole online thing 
has actually been found to be…pretty enjoyable.” 
Tatum takes four honors and AP classes, and she 
excels in each and every one of them, always chal-
lenging herself academically.

The senior is looking forward to spending her 
next years at Gonzaga University, and rest assured, 
she will be rowing her heart out in Washington.

POM: Heyl commits to row
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On Nov. 8, the San Jose Earthquakes played their final regu-
lar-season match against the Seattle Sounders. Though they just yet, 
San Jose’s chances look promising going into the 2020 MLS playoffs.

The start of the Earthquakes’ 2020 MLS season, which began in 
July this year due to COVID-19 concerns, can best be described as 
satisfactory. In their first eight games, San Jose achieved a record of 
3-2-3, which placed them second to last in the Western Conference.

During their next few matches, however, the Earthquakes picked 
up speed. The team edged out the 2019 Western Division champions 
Los Angeles FC by a score of 2-1. In addition, the Earthquakes dealt 
justice in their rematch against the Los Angeles Galaxy, winning 
2-1; this modest scoreline boosted the Earthquakes into ninth 
place. These two teams met once again less than two weeks later, 
and San Jose annihilated the SoCal squad by scoring four goals to 
the LA Galaxy’s zero.

According to MLS Soccer.com’s Matt Doyle, the Earthquakes’ 
sudden resurgence was not a coincidence. After carefully analyzing 
San Jose manager Matías Almeyda’s game strategy, Doyle concluded 
that defender Judson Tavares’s newfound confidence, both on defense 
as well as on the ball, is what has made the Earthquakes so suc-
cessful. Doyle later brought up the idea of “defense being the best 
offense” to prove the tangible impact Judson’s defense has made on 
the Earthquakes’ record.

Entering the last month of the regular season, San Jose was just 
barely under the line for playoff qualification. However, a decisive 
3-0 win over the Vancouver Whitecaps pushed them over the top and 
into playoff status. After this, it became smooth sailing for the Bay 
Area team as they picked up another three wins to finish off their 
regular season. Their Nov. 4 matchup against LAFC, in which San 
Jose won 3-2, clinched the playoffs for the Earthquakes.

Going into the playoffs, San Jose is not a favorite to win. As the 
lowest-ranked Western playoff team out of eight, San Jose has no 
one in their favor. In addition, their 8-6-8 record ranks among the 
lowest of all teams that qualified for the playoffs this year.

Fortunately for San Jose, they have shown this season that when 
they are under immense pressure, they can and do come through 
and deliver. The 2020 MLS playoffs start on Nov. 20, so make sure 
to set your TVs to watch the San Jose Earthquakes shake things up!
(Sources: MLS, ESPN, Sports Illustrated)

ALL-INCLUSIVE: Cloud9, shown above, sought for gender inclusion in esports.

ROADRUNNER: Peck outruns the cross country competition.
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IN HOT PURSUIT: Players from the Earthquakes and Galaxy tussle for the ball.

ALL BUSINESS: San Jose Earthquake teammates pose for a group picture.
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SJ Earthquakes overcome a slow start to make playoffs 

Esports organization Cloud9 creates new all-female team
by Raphael Pelayo
Media Production Editor

Following Riot Game’s release of FPS game Valorant in early summer, 
the major esports organization Cloud9 signed three new teams, includ-
ing Cloud9 White, the first all-female Valorant team. Cloud9 White 
plans to compete in the same tournaments as Cloud9 Blue and Cloud9 
Korea. Cloud9 White, formerly MAJKL, signed in late October, features 
a full team of 5 female players. In an effort to help normalize women 
in esports, Cloud9, the most valuable professional esports company 
in the world according to Forbes, picked up some of their first female 
players in the organization.

In games dominated primarily by male players, sexism in competi-
tive gaming is apparent when looking at the number of female players 
in the world. Even in one of the largest esports games in the world, 
League of Legends, there are no female players in the major regions. 
Although there are a few female players such as Xiaomeng “VKLio-
oon” Li, the first female Hearthstone Grand Champion, and Shanghai 
Dragons tank Kim “Geguri” Se-yeon, the first female to compete in 

the Overwatch League, this male-dominated field still seems to have a 
glass ceiling for many prominent female players. With all female teams 
such as Counter Logic Gaming Red and Dignitas Female beginning to 
attend and perform well at majors, the stigma against female players 
may start to decrease in the coming years.

In the past, all-female teams have had disastrous results, with 
teams such as Vaevictis Esports breaking all-time lows for their game. 
This former all-female League of Legends team based in Russia broke 
world records for the fastest loss in competitive history (13 minutes) 
and longest losing streak (38 matches). That team was eventually 
removed from the league at the end of the season.

Cloud9 White, on the other hand, has already shown promising 
results after their first place victory in the FTW Summer Showdown. 
With Cloud9 possessing three Valorant teams, they hope that each 
team can help one other through strategizing and scrimmages. Gaylen 
Malone, the senior general manager of Cloud9, said after signing the 
team, “They are a talented group of women who came together with 
the goal of being the best at the game and were committed to doing 

makes sure not to overwork himself, and he likes 
to ride his mountain bike on weekends to take a 
break from running.

As a result of his improvements, Peck got a 
chance to run in the CCS finals last season. Peck 
trained with the other members of the team who 
qualified for CCS, and felt that experience really 
pushed him, stating, “The practices become even 
harder. The training becomes more difficult.” 
During the race itself, Peck credits his fast start 
to his top 15 varsity finish, and said his race time 
was about 20 seconds faster than his previous 
personal record for the course.

 While cross country is an individual sport, 
Peck feels the team around him has been extremely 
helpful to his growth and development. As an 
underclassman, Peck got a chance to learn from the 
more experienced members. He credits their work 
ethic, both athletic and academic, for motivating 
him on and off the race course. As he’s gotten 
older, Peck has become a team leader, and has 
tried to emulate what previous leaders had done, 
saying, “I had learned so much from those older 
seniors and juniors that had graduated, and I really 
wanted to give that same experience back to the 
current freshmen and sophomores.”

During this pandemic, Peck has been training 
both individually and with his teammates in hopes 
of a winter season. While he isn’t sure what the 
experience will be like, he has enjoyed the social 
interaction of training and hopes to have one more 
season with the team.

While Peck is uncertain about the upcoming 
season, he wants to continue to run in the future. 
While he won’t be going for any scholarships, he 
thinks that walking on to a college cross country 
team is “definitely something I’ll continue doing.” SMOOTH SAILING: Heyl rows in a boat with her team.
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what it took to get there, and watching their improvement over just 
the past few months has been incredible.” Although Cloud9 Blue was 
the only Cloud9 team to participate in Valorant’s first official major 
tournament, the organization looks forward to seeing Cloud9 White 
perform in the future.
(Sources: Forbes, Cloud9, TechCrunch)
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