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Seattle has a new NHL team DAMWON wins season 10 
by Senji Torrey
Media Production Editor

On Dec. 4, 2018, Seattle established its first-ever 
professional NHL hockey team. Though the Seattle 
Kraken are not scheduled to hit the ice until late 
Oct. of next year, the Kraken have already turned 
heads all around the league.

Seattle, which will be playing in the Pacific 
Division, already initiated a perhaps slightly pre-
mature rivalry with the San Jose Sharks. This West 
Coast competition has already sparked many people 
to compare the Kraken with the Las Vegas Golden 
Knights, who won the Pacific Division title in two 
of their first three seasons.

Because of this early dominance, the Golden 
Knights quickly received animosity from the Sharks 
due to their previous control over the Pacific Divi-
sion. However, many analysts are speculating that if 
the Kraken perform even remotely close to the level 
that the Golden Knights did, the rivalry between 
Seattle and San Jose could quickly become one of 
the fiercest in the league.

Due to the attention that the Kraken are receiv-
ing, many other teams have become protective of 
their players in an effort to avoid losing any of their 
top skaters to the new squad. Yet, a “no-move” 
clause in the NHL rule-book disables any trades of 
certain players unless those players explicitly sign 
away from their team.

In spite of this, Seattle is still looking at a 
promising free agency field with many veterans. 
Players such as Mike Hoffman of the Florida Pan-
thers and Sami Vatanen of the Carolina Hurricanes 
both have nine seasons of NHL experience, which 
will be very beneficial to a new team like Seattle.

One seemingly small measure that Seattle has 
made in an effort to make hockey more inclusive 
is partnering with the Black Girls Hockey Club, 
or BGHC. This partnership, dubbed the “Get 
Uncomfortable” campaign, is dedicated to making 
the hockey rink a safe and welcoming place for 
people of color. 

This campaign also doubles as a pledge that 
strives to meet the “three E’s”: Encourage, Employ, 
and Educate. All three of these concepts help to 
meet the BGHC’s goal to “disrupt racism on and off 
the ice and make hockey welcoming for everyone.” 
By encouraging others to accept Black girls into 
the hockey community, employing people of color 
to begin the process of diversifying hockey, and 
educating the hockey world on social justice and 
allyship through the words of people of color, 
BGHC hopes to end racism on the ice.

Whether it is their newfound rivalry with the 
San Jose Sharks or just the pressure that they have 
put on teams during the free agency season, the 
Kraken have already made definitive ripples in an 
already very established league.
(Sources: NBC Sports, NHL, Fansided, ESPN)

CITY STRONG: Seattle will be home to a new NHL team.

by Raphael Pelayo
Media Production Editor

Following a month-long tournament in Shang-
hai, China, on Oct. 31, the League of Legends 
Champion Korea (LCK) first seed DAMWON Gaming 
became the Season 10 League of Legends World 
Champions. By defeating China’s League of Leg-
ends Pro League third seed Suning 3-1, DAMWON 
Gaming won the prize pool of 25 percent of the 
money generated from the event, plus an addi-
tional 2.5 million dollars. The LCK, following a 
three-year drought from any Worlds finals appear-
ances, has now won their sixth Worlds Champion-
ship since tournaments began in 2011. DAMWON 
appointed jungler Kim “Canyon” Geong-bu as the 
finals MVP, and during an interview immediately 
after he was crowned MVP, Canyon commented, “I 
had said that my goal was to win the championship 
and to get the finals MVP. Now that I really got it, 
it’s unbelievable and I feel amazing.”

Following an upset in the semifinals in which 
Suning defeated Top Esports, the LPL first seed and 
team most favored to win Worlds, by a score of 3-1, 
many hoped Suning would carry this momentum 
with them into the finals. This series had a very 
exciting first two games as Suning and DAMWON 
ended 1-1 after several close fights around the 
dragon and baron pits. 

During the second game, Suning fans around 
the world were shocked to see off-meta picks for 
the jungle as Suning jungler SofM went Cinderhulk 
into Knight’s Vow Rengar, a variation of a tank build 
from two years ago. Suning ended this game as 
their top laner, Bin, achieved the first pentakill in 
Worlds history on Fiora. Afterwards, DAMWON swept 
Suning in the next two games, with their final game 
ending in just 27 minutes with a 12.5 thousand gold 
difference in favor of DAMWON.

Worlds viewership had peaked at 3.8 million 
viewers during the finals, with the series totalling 
about 14 million hours watched. The event was 
the first finals since 2016 to go past Game Three. 
Alongside the prize pool, each member of DAMWON 
who played during the series will receive a custom 
skin for a champion of their choosing to be sold 
in the League of Legends store, with profits going 
directly to the players. 

DAMWON Gaming first qualified to enter the LCK 
in 2019, the same year they qualified to be Korea’s 
third seed at Worlds. Their phenomenal performance 
for a first-year team amongst what is considered to 
be the strongest region in League of Legends gave 
rise to their popularity. Despite being small in com-
parison to fanbases of long standing teams such as 
the legendary LCK team, SK Telecom T1, DAMWON 
still shines as another one of Korea’s powerhouses.
(Sources: Inven Global, Dot Esports)

WORLD STAGE: DAMWON vs G2 in the 2020 LOL worlds.

College athletes adapt to strict SCC COVID-19 rules 
by Lucy Holland
Culture Editor

On Oct. 10, The Santa Clara County Public 
Health Department issued a mandatory directive 
for college and professional athletes. This order 
“imposes several restrictions on all businesses 
and activities to ensure that the County stays 
as safe as possible.” The County laid out strict 
protocols and guidelines for athletes with 
harsh consequences for infractions. “Any colle-
giate athletic program or professional athletics 
organization that violates the Order or this 
Directive shall be immediately and automatically 
suspended from engaging in athletic activities.” 
In order the resume the organization must prove 
to the health officer that they have corrected 
the violation.

Many of the new guidelines were already 
in place in athletic facilities, including 
face-covering requirements and a ban on                             

spectators, but there are a few notable guidelines 
that place harsh limits on many college teams. 
With these harsh restrictions released mid-way 
through the fall semester, many college teams are 
scrambling to make adjustments.

One of these regulations includes the require-
ment that “All athletes, coaches, staff, trainers, 
volunteers, and other persons interacting with ath-
letes…  must receive polymerise (sic) chain reaction 
(PCR) testing on at least three non-consecutive days 
per week.” According to San Jose State Women’s 
Water Polo player Clarissa Wandinger, “We’re locked 
into a contract that guarantees we get tests back 
within a certain amount of time. Each test is 100 
dollars and every athlete is expected to get tested 
three times a week while practicing, so the total 
projection is something like 12 million dollars for 
testing alone.” 

College athletes are also expected to “live 
exclusively with other teammates” in on-campus or 
campus-affiliated housing. They are not permitted 
to have guests, nor are they allowed to live with an 
athlete who is a member of another team at their 
college. The county requires that schools assign a 
monitor who is not affiliated with athletic teams 

KEEPING DISTANCE: Santa Clara lacrosse playing Chico.

to uphold these rules. The guideline permits 
athletes to live off-campus (alone or with other 
teammates) if the monitor makes unannounced 
checks on the living situation of the athlete. 
(Sources: Santa Clara County Department of 
Public Health)

NEW ARENA: The Kraken’s new home isn’t new to the city.

NEW CHANGES: San Jose State has to adapt to COVID-19.
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NEW CHARACTERS: League of Legends characters together.
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Coyotes release fourth round draft pick over racist actions
by Michaela Thimot
National/World Editor

The NHL’s Arizona Coyotes announced on Oct. 29 that they have 
renounced their rights to Mitchell Miller, their top draft pick this year, 
after discovering that he bullied a developmentally disabled Black 
classmate four years ago. 

The Coyotes drafted Miller this year at the age of 18 while he was 
playing hockey at the University of North Dakota. The team’s selection 
rapidly became controversial when Isaiah Meyer-Crothers, the Black 
student Miller bullied, revealed his past. Meyer-Crothers shared his 
thoughts with the newspaper The Arizona Republic, stating that he 
was stunned and saddened when he learned the news that the Coyotes 
had rewarded Miller with a chance to play in the NHL. 

Miller and another classmate reportedly gave Meyer-Crothers a 
candy push pop that they had put in a urinal and physically assaulted 
him for years. According to a police report, Meyer-Crothers had to be 
tested for hepatitis, HIV, and STDs, all of which came back negative. As 
well as physical assault, Miller also verbally assaulted Meyer-Crothers. 
He repeatedly taunted him by calling him slurs such as “brownie” 
and the “N-word”. In 2016, Miller admitted to all of these actions and 
pled guilty to assault and violence charges in an Ohio juvenile court. 

 Coyotes CEO and President Xavier Gutierrez admitted that the 
team knew about the incident, yet still selected Miller in the fourth 
round of the 2020 NHL Draft. “We have learned more about the entire 

matter, and more importantly, the impact it has had on Isaiah and the 
Meyer-Crothers family. What we learned does not align with the core 
values and vision for our organization and leads to our decision to 
renounce our draft rights,” Gutierrez stated in a press release. 

After the incident was brought to light, Miller sent an in-depth 

letter to NHL teams about the incident and thoroughly apologized. 
However, the Coyotes chose to renounce their rights to Miller six days 
later. Multiple news outlets have attempted to contact Miller to obtain 
a statement, but their attempts have been unsuccessful. 

Meyer-Crothers said he was sick to his stomach when he discovered 
that the Coyotes had selected Miller in the draft. “It hurt my heart to be 
honest,” Meyer-Crothers shared when talking about his disappointment 
in the Coyotes for not looking into Miller’s past prior to drafting him. 
Jodi Meyer-Crothers, Isaiah’s mother, stated that outside of an apology 
letter mandated by the court, Miller never apologized for his actions. 
(Sources: Arizona Republic, CNN, WWLP)

EYES ON THE PRIZE: Coyote player keeping focus on the puck while skating.
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BETTER TOGETHER: Coyotes huddle up in front of their team bench to talk.
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