
by Maya Gomez
 People Editor

Having just begun her first year at Los Gatos 
High School, freshman athlete Rithi Rao is working 
to go above and beyond in multiple areas, whether 
it’s shooting hoops on the basketball court or 
excelling in her competitive classes. Transitioning 
from middle school to high school is a nerve racking 
experience for anyone, especially in the middle 
of a global pandemic, but Rao has been staying 
productive throughout her first few months at Los 
Gatos High School. 

Regarding her personal experience so far with 
the Los Gatos High School’s online curriculum, Rao 
explained, “For sure, there are some things that I 
don’t really like about being online. Sometimes it’s 
a little harder to focus, because I’m doing the work 
on my computer screen. Ultimately, [however], it’s 
not too bad.” She also expressed her disappoint-
ment about how the coronavirus has affected her 
life outside of the school environment, revealing, 
“My least favorite thing about the situation would 
have to be that I’m not really able to hang out 
with my friends.” Regardless, Rao found the silver 
lining of the situation, as she enjoys how much 
time she now has to partake in activities that 
bring her joy including painting, drawing, and  
playing basketball.

On a typical school day, Rao spends lots 
of time studying and staying on top 
of the work for her online classes. 
She enjoys the classes that she is 
taking this year, which include 
French 2, Multimedia Journalism, 
Biology, and more. Rao is partic-
ularly interested in the topic of 
psychology, and hopes to become a 
therapist when she is an adult. When 
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she isn’t focusing on her schoolwork, you can find 
Rao practicing on the basketball court. 

Rao has been playing basketball since the sixth 
grade, and joined her first team in seventh. She 
has played on both the Raymond J. Fisher Middle 
School’s basketball team and on an outside club 
team, frequently playing as a small forward. Rao 
disclosed that since her older brother, senior 
Revanth Rao, had briefly played basketball in 
grade school, she was intrigued by the sport and 
decided to give it a try. Today, she spends around 
two hours a day, three times a week, practicing 

basketball, and hopes to continue playing 
when the coronavirus is resolved.

At only 14 years old, Rithi Rao is 
already taking part in challenging 
classes and spending up to six hours 
a week practicing basketball. She is 
an eager and competitive athlete, 
student, friend, and young woman. 

There is no doubt that Rao has a bright 
and successful future ahead of her.

by Georgia Kaufman and Emily Duvall
Humor Editor and Culture Editor

While using multiple outlets to shine a light 
on her creativity, sophomore Daisy Moore has 
been engaging in various academic and athletic 
endeavors throughout the course of the COVID-
19 pandemic. Moore’s bright personality sparkles 
inside the classroom and out.

Moore is blossoming in online school, and is 
also finding time for new hobbies. She recently 
picked up drawing, saying, “I have come to love 
drawing and doodling in my free time.” She has also 
discovered new television shows, listened to lively 
music, and had “bomb dance parties by [herself.]”

While excelling in all of her classes, she espe-
cially adores Leadership. She shared, “Everyone in 

class is so fun and nice, and it’s such a wonderful 
environment to be in, especially during quaran-
tine.” Moore is particularly fond of their daily 
class-time “coffee chats,” which consist of being 
paired up randomly with someone in the class and 
then having a specific discussion topic for the day 
that is light-hearted and fun.

Regarding online school and how it has been 
thus far, Moore stated, “It’s kind of hard adjusting 
from in person to online because I definitely miss 
the social aspect of in-person classes.” The sopho-
more also finds it very helpful to “do things off of 
the computer like going on walks… after looking 
at a computer screen all day.”

With both of her sisters at Cal Poly SLO and her 
parents both at work, Moore has been flying solo 
in her home during school hours. “It is sometimes 
just me and my dog during the school days,” she 
explained, “since both my sisters are gone and both 
of my parents work, but my dog makes a great com-
panion.” Fortunately for her, though, she recently 
visited both of her sisters in San Luis Obispo for a 
week, reflecting that “it was nice because I got to 
stay with them by myself… I haven’t been able to 
spend that much time with them in a while, so I 
really enjoyed it.”

The sophomore excels in softball, playing on a 
local club team called the Sirens, as well as the high 
school junior varsity team during the school year. 
Moore and her team have practiced socially-distant 
style during the summer, and they just began 
to continue practices after a break from August 
through September.

Moore thrives in sports, extracurricular activ-
ities, and school as much as she can during this 
hard time, and she is bound to grow even more 
throughout her time at LGHS throughout the next 
three years.

Moore gets groovyRao shoots hoops

Kamali explores the animal kingdom
by Emily Duvall and Cara Davidson
Culture Editor and Public Relations Manager

The world is full of versatile humans, but sophomore Brady  
Kamali stands out amongst others. Charismatic and lively, Kamali thor-
oughly enjoys the outdoors, pushing his athletic boundaries, and learning  
new things about the world. He can be found discovering new  
parts of the world, working hard in online school, or playing on the  
soccer field.

Kamali is involved in numerous activities at the high school, 
as well as outside of school. He competes in competitive soccer for  
the De Anza Force Soccer Club and the LGHS junior varsity team. 
He has been playing club soccer ever since the age of five and has 
loved it ever since. In addition to soccer, he also competes with the  
LGHS junior varsity track team in the events of high jump and  
pole vault. Even though Kamali has played soccer for almost his 
entire life, he thrives on the independent nature of track and field,  
sharing, “Individual sports like track and field allow me to reach  
for my goals and perform at levels that I desire because it is  
only me competing instead of an entire team, like in soccer.”

In addition to his ambitious core classes, this year Kamali decided 
to explore a new elective: guitar. He loves guitar already, as “it feels 
so freeing and relaxing. I’m able to start the day with good music, and 
it gets my brain intact. I would say it is probably my favorite class.” 

Outside of academics, he is a new member of the Reality Check 
staff this year. One of Kamali’s sisters was an avid staff member of 
Reality Check, and he felt that this would be a place that would be a 
wonderful suit for him. 

“I love the close-knit community of it,” Kamali explained. “It’s a 
great way to meet new people you wouldn’t normally meet otherwise. 
I wanted to be a part of it because I think it’s so important that it 
provides students with a safe place to share what’s on their mind, and 
that it spreads awareness about super relevant topics.” 

As a down-to-earth kind of guy, Kamali consistently interests 
himself with exploring the glorious world we live in. In this past year, 
Kamali raised baby squirrels after they were abandoned by their mother. 
The squirrels have finally grown up, and Kamali reflects that raising 
them, “reestablished my love for animals, by raising them from birth, 
the origin point.” He jokingly added, “raising the squirrels gave me 
an insight into fatherhood.” 

Kamali is also an avid explorer, and has been to more countries 
than we can count. If you know Kamali, it is no shock that his favor-
ite place to which he’s traveled is South Africa, where he enjoyed 
seeing his favorite animal, the rhino. This adventurer has a strong 
pull towards animals and wondrous wildlife that inhabits the planet. 
Kamali reflected, “In the years before Africa, I learned about the 
endangerment of rhinos. Once we got to South Africa, I saw wild rhino 
for the first time. It was really quite spectacular because in 10 years 
that could be gone.” 

If you’re looking for an enthusiastic explorer, academic, athlete 
and friend, look no further. Just pull up to the soccer field and you’ve 
found the treasure: the best friend that anyone could ever ask for. 
Kamali will never disappoint as he always has a new fact up his sleeve. 
He constantly teaches himself, and others about the world, and he 
will never fail to impress.

by Sasha Ryu
Editor-in-Chief

Whether it’s memorizing sonatas on 
the piano or teaching himself how to 
code, LGHS senior Maciej Buszko 
strives to excel in every aspect of 
his life. 

Raised by two computer pro-
grammers, Busko grew up sur-
rounded by science and tech-
nology. By fifth grade, he was 
competing in local science fairs; 
by seventh grade, he enrolled in 
coding courses, where he learned 
to design video games using JavaS-
cript and HTML. Entering his fresh-
man year, Buszko decided to apply 
for the school’s robotics class, earning 
himself a position on the Iron Claw pro-
gramming team. 

“My first months on the team were all train-
ing. To be honest, I was bored,” Buszko stated. “[First 
semester], I don’t think I wrote a single line of code that went into 
the robot. Second semester, however, I decided to take [my training] 
into my own hands. I knew, with the amount of math that I already 

knew, teaching myself tracking was doable, so I found 
tutorials online and learned on Raspberry Pi.” 

Buszko went on to use the coding he 
learned to design online gaming engines 

using T3D and PID. He also began 
leading the effort to develop Iron 

Claw’s latest robot’s computer 
vision. For months, he helped 
to program the robot to be able 
to “see” the targets it needed 
to align with. By the time he 
entered his junior year, Buszko 
was teaching other robotics 
recruits video tracking, object 
recognition, and more. Now,  

as a senior, Buszko holds the 
official title of director of the pro-

gramming team. 
“I’m one of the six students [who 

currently serve on the Iron Claw] Curric-
ulum Council. We all make curriculum for the 

team and we try to make sure every member always 
has something important to do. The problems we need to solve can’t 
be solved by one person, so we chop up each task into a bunch of 
little pieces and give each person a piece,” Buszko explained. “Failure 

is a central part of the process, but it’s definitely a lot easier [to 
move forward] when you’re not working alone,” he added.

This past spring, when California went into lockdown, Buszco 
used his knowledge of calculus to create a simulation of a robot 
so that members of the robotics team could write code for it and 
control it remotely. As if that wasn’t already enough to take up his 
time, Buszko also began volunteering to teach Fisher Middle School 
students how to code. 

Outside of robotics, as a sophomore, Buszko enrolled in Advanced 
Science Research, taught by LGHS Science Department Chair Cathy 
Messenger. During his time in the class, Buszko created a project 
entitled Swarm Navigation Control Systems for Connecting Tetra-
hedral Linear Actuator Robots. He later earned several awards after 
presenting his work at the Synopsys Silicon Valley Science and 
Technology Championship. 

In his free time, Buszko likes to practice piano, ride his bike, 
and play Dungeons and Dragons with his friends. When asked what 
advice he would give other students at LGHS, he commented, “Invest 
in Bitcoin. Just kidding. Let people do what they want as long as 
it isn’t hurting anybody else. Push yourself to discover something 
new. Have fun.” 

Kind, creative, and immeasurably intelligent, Buszkov is bound 
to change the world with whatever path he takes in the future. 
Although his time at LGHS will soon come to an end, the impact 
he’ll leave on the school is bound to last for years to come.

Buszko codes the day away as Iron Claw’s new programming director
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