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EGR: Golden and more
The Queen’s Gambit: On Oct. 23, Netflix released 

the new miniseries The Queen’s Gambit. It features pro-
tagonist Beth Harmon, an orphan born during the Cold 
War era, and her journey to become the best chess player 
in the world. Harmon struggles 
with addiction as she competes 
across the world against  chess 
grandmasters. Based on the 
book by Walter Tevis, the show 
was developed with the help of 
grandmaster Garry Kasparov. 
Captivating and appealing, 
for chess players and non-chess 
players alike, this seven-epi-
sode series brings the fas-
cinating world of chess to a  
wider audience.
 -Raphael Pelayo, Media Production Editor

First Ladies: In a time of palpable political 
buzz, it is more important than ever to recognize the 
unspoken heroes who have assisted in crafting and fortifying our democracy; 
CNN’s First Ladies documentary series does just that. Stunning archival foot-
age vividly portrays the leadership of Jackie Kennedy and Eleanor Roosevelt, 
while conversations with Michelle Obama bring an intimate feel to current 
political topics. Emotionally engaging and historically accurate, the series 
shines a light on several of the nation’s most impactful women, coupling 
educational experiences with dramatic flair.
-Lexi Kupor, Public Relations Manager

My Next Guest Needs No Inroduction: After working in the late night 
television business for 33 years, David Letterman debuted his first major 
project since his retirement in 2015, Netflix’s My Next Guest Needs No 
Introduction. Now three seasons into the series, the latest episodes include 
interviews with high-profile celebrities like Kim Kardashian West, Robert 
Downey Jr., Dave Chappelle, and Lizzo. Letterman approaches the talk show 
genre with a personal touch, by having genuine conversations rather than the 
standard ask-and-answer structured interviews. 
Letterman’s natural comedic presence has 
the power to put a much needed smile on 
anyone’s face during this unprecedented 
time. Besides, everyone could use a good 
laugh from watching Letterman kill it 
on the flute with Lizzo. 
-Jenna Roselli, Center Editor

Golden: Harry Styles released a 
music video for Golden, the fifth 
single off his critically acclaimed 
album Fine Line., on Oct. 26. 
The track was a fan favor-
ite from the album, which 
came out at the end of last 
year on Dec. 13. The song 
features an idealistic, warm 
melody with melancholy lyrics 
as Styles croons about chas-
ing after someone he loves. The 
music video that accompanies 
the track finds Styles running 
and driving across scenic Ital-
ian views, decked out in many 
fashion-forward outfits. Fans 
speculate that the video is a 
sequel to the Adore You music video, another single on Fine Line, reflecting 
on the rumored relationship between Styles and his One Direction bandmate 
Louis Tomlinson. 

Styles explained, “[Golden] has always been a source of joy for me. And 
I wanted to make a video that encapsulated that.” 
(Source: Pop Buzz)
-Sonali Muthukrishnan, National/World Editor

C. Wagner

Baron Cohen returns in his controversial Borat Subsequent Movie Film 
by Sophie Sullivan
Opinion Editor

Wawaweewa! Is that the sound of a nation 
panicking over an endless pandemic? No, 
it’s the sound of actor Sacha Baron 
Cohen’s movie Borat Subsequent 
Moviefilm hitting television screens 
everywhere on Oct. 23. Borat 2 
features Cohen reprising one of 
his most well-known characters, 
Kazakh journalist Borat Sagdiyev. 
With jokes just as controversial as 
its predecessor, Borat 2 creates the 
perfect amount of discomfort to sati-
rize America’s response to the COVID-19 
pandemic, as well as shed light on the 
2020 presidential election.

The film begins with Borat living in a 
gulag, sentenced to prison for humiliating 
the Kazakhstan government. Realizing an 
opportunity to become an international politi-
cal hotshot, the Kazakh Premier tasks Borat with 
delivering a present to President Donald Trump 
himself. After landing in America, Borat decides 
to give away his 15-year-old daughter Tutar, played 
by Bulgarian actress Maria Bakalova, to one of Trump’s 
attorneys, Rudy Giuliani. 

After arriving in America, Tutar rejects Borat’s sexist teachings, 
leaving him in favor of becoming a reporter like her father. 

Realizing his mistakes, Borat seeks out Tutar only to 
find the streets deserted as the country enters into 

quarantine amidst the start of the pandemic. After 
bunking with two Trump supporters for several 
months, Borat eventually finds Tutar when 
she covers an anti-lockdown pro-
test. Tutar agrees to meet with 
Giuliani for an interview, 
and after their meet-

ing goes awry, the pair 
return to Kazakhstan 

where they learn Kazakh 
officials infected Borat 
with COVID-19 before his 
trip to America, making 

him patient zero of the pan-
demic. After blackmailing 

the Kazakh Premier, Borat 
and Tutar reform Kazakh-

stan’s laws, making it a  
feminist country.

The movie faced a number of controversies upon its release. 
For instance, many on Twitter and other social media platforms 

criticized Giuliani following the movie’s release after a scene showed 
him putting his hand down his pants after walking into a bedroom 

with Tutar. Baron Cohen interrupted the scene in character, exclaiming 
that Tutar was “too old” for Giuliani. In response, Giuliani claimed 
the scene was a smear against his character and Trump called Baron 
Cohen “unfunny” and a “creep.”

Jeanise Jones, a babysitter in the film, reportedly felt tricked 
by producers, saying she was 

led to believe Borat 2 was 
highlighting the issue 

of older men groom-
ing younger women. 
A f t e r  l e a rn ing 
Jones was paid 
only 3,600 dollars 
for her role in the 

film, a GoFundMe 
started by a pastor 

in Jones’s town crowd-
sourced over 175,000 dol-

lars to support her while 
she faces unemployment due to  

the pandemic.
The movie’s critical reception was gener-

ally positive, with Rotten Tomatoes rating it an 86 percent, 
and fans on IMDb rating the movie a 69 percent. Leah Greenblatt of 
Entertainment Weekly describes Baron Cohen’s role as “not the Borat 
we deserved, maybe, but the one we need right now.” Very nice!
(Sources: AP, IMDb, LA Times, Rotten Tomatoes)

Sun promotes Asian-American authors
by Esther Sun
Editor-in-Chief
How Much of These Hills is Gold by C Pam Zhang 
Historical Fiction

Written in breathtaking prose with a distinct, blistering 
voice, How Much of These Hills is Gold captured my imagination 
with its resonant evocation of the 
Northern Californian landscape. The 
story unfolds through the narration 
of Lucy, a Chinese-American orphan 
who wanders across Northern Cali-
fornia with her sister Sam in search 
of a burial site for their father and a 
new place to call home. Beyond the 
intrigue of the plot itself, enhanced 
by Sam’s danger-tinted spirit and 
the inclusion of both Chinese and 
American fable, Lucy’s stunning 
narrative convinced me of my right 
to claim California’s yellow hills 
and flat grey ocean as my true 
homeland, rather than the Chinese 
landscape of my ancestors.
A Cruelty Special to Our Species 
by Emily Jungmin Yoon 
Poetry

A Cruelty Special to Our Spe-
cies, Emily Jungmin Yoon’s first 
full-length poetry collection, grapples with the history of the 
Korean comfort women whom the Japanese army forced into 
sexual slavery during its territorial occupations in World War II. 
Interspersed with several haunting passages repeatedly titled “An 
Ordinary Misfortune,” the collection serves as a piercing form 

of literature of witness, with a whole section dedicated to 
the testimonies of real women, whose names title the poems 
they speak through. 

Yoon writes in her author’s note, “Poetry is not just relief; 
poetry is tension. Poetry is departure. Poetry is return. Poetry 
is memory.” Indeed, the poems in her collection are all of 

these things and more.
The Poppy War by R. F. Kuang
Fantasy

The first novel in a trilogy that 
includes The Dragon Republic and The 
Burning God, The Poppy War follows the 
storyline of a young female protagonist 
named Rin, who rises from poverty to test 
her way into the most prestigious military 
academy in the kingdom. 

Rin’s saga at Sinegard, the academy, is 
reminiscent of Harry Potter’s adventure at 
Hogwarts — both protagonists hail from 
worlds far removed from their schools and 
must navigate new challenges as they 
encounter classmates and professors, 
both friendly and hostile — though R. 
F. Kuang strikes a unique tone in Rin’s 
story, with the inclusion of characters 
like the legendary student Altan and an 
eccentric mentor named Jin. 

After Rin’s experience at Sinegard, 
The Poppy War shifts into a battle story, complete with a 
dangerous element of drugs and darkness that draws inspira-
tion from the Opium Wars. Filled with magic and lore rooted 
in Chinese mythology and history, The Poppy War kept me 
truly spellbound.

Kaufman details favorite SNL moments
by Georgia Kaufman
Humor Editor

Some dream of being an astronaut when they’re a wee one. 
Others, perhaps an actress. But five-year-old Georgia Kaufman 
had some other ideas about what she would be when she was 
older, and moving to New York to live in a 500 square foot studio 
apartment was the first step to her biggest dream: Saturday  
Night Live. Her work 
starts with writ-
ing for the show, 
like peak comedi-
ans John Mulaney 
and Adam Sandler. 
But, that’s just the 
beginning of her 
twenty-seven year 
plan to end up star-
ring in a “so bad, 
it’s good” spy movie 
with Mila Kunis. 
I’m looking at you,  
Kate McKinnon.

From its start in 
1975, SNL has been 
the highlight of the week for many families, allowing people to 
take a break from their typical Jeopardy nights and let loose a 
little bit. Ranging from skits to iconic mock presidential debates, 
the show gives countless opportunities to some of the (in my, 
completely correct and factual opinion) funniest people in the 
comedy industry.

The show consists of a variety of hosts, including the hottest 
celebrities in show business. Whether it’s Dwayne “The Rock” 
Johnson, Tom Hanks, or, for the heck of it, Betty White who is 

hosting, the show is full of top tier comedy and jokes that… 
may cross a line? It can be hard to tell when you find your-
self changing into your fourth pair of underwear that night 
because it was, “So good you couldn’t hold it in.” As I toss 
in that extra load of laundry, the host has the opportunity 
to show off their greatest comedy and improvisational skills; 
and more often than not, I am thoroughly impressed by the 

amount of laughs 
people like Steve 
Martin can get out 
of me. 

My favorite 
segment on the 
show is Weekend 
Update,  where 
Colin Jost and 
Michael Che can 
literally turn J.K. 
Rowling’s latest 
scandal into some-
thing funny. But 
despite its numer-
ous skits that are 
all over the place 

— in the best way possible — the show is notorious for its 
iconic mock presidential debates, which have been airing 
for years. This year’s candidates showcased Alec Baldwin 
as President Trump, Jim Carrey as former Vice President 
Biden, Maya Rudolph as Senator Kamala Harris, and Beck 
Bennett as Vice President Mike Pence. And if I’m being  
completely honest, I’m rewatching the VP mock debate 
right now in my living room. So I guess that’s my cue to  
leave, Weknowdis.

B. Gibson

graphics B. Gibson 

C. Wagner

C. Wagner

C. Wagner


