
      World 7El Gato • Friday, NovEmbEr 13, 2020 • www.ElGatoNEws.com

Terrorist attacks Vienna Earthquake strikes Turkey
by Esther Sun
Editor-in-Chief

A gunman opened fire on the streets of central 
Vienna on Mon., Nov. 2, killing four and wounding 
at least 23 more on the night before Austria was 
due to enter a new COVID-19 lockdown. Though the 
police shot and killed the gunman and currently 
believe that he acted alone, Austrian authorities 
had previously stated that the various attacks had 
involved “several suspects armed with rifles.”

The attacks occurred in the major nightlife area 
of Vienna known as the “Bermuda Triangle,” encom-
passing six crime scene locations at Seitenstet-
tengasse (or Stadttempel), Morzinplatz, Salzgries, 
Fleischmarkt, Bauernmarkt, and Graben. Wearing 
a fake explosive vest, the gunman carried out the 
attack with an AK-47, which he had attempted to 
purchase in Slovakia earlier this year, but failed to 
do so because he lacked a gun license.

Austrian interior minister Karl Nehammer 
declared the gunman a sympathizer of the jihadist 
group ISIS at a press conference the morning after 
the shooting, and Austrian chancellor Sebastian 
Kurz explicitly categorized the event as a “terror 
attack.” Authorities identified the slain gunman as 
Kujtim Fejzulai, who held dual Austrian and North 
Macedonian citizenship and had been serving time 

in prison for trying to join ISIS before his early 
release last December. ISIS claimed credit for the 
attack later on Nov. 3.

Some speculate that the gunman had 
planned the attack for Monday night specifically 
because many local residents had come out to 
enjoy dinner and drinks on the last night before 
the new lockdown, implemented to stymie rising 
COVID-19 cases that have plagued both Austria 
and Europe in general in recent weeks.

Despite the rarity of terrorist attacks in 
Austria for the past 40 years, other European 
countries have recently experienced similar 
instances of extremist violence. The most 
notable example is France, which has faced two 
separate instances of knife attacks in Paris and 
Nice this past month that resulted in the deaths 
of four people. 

Austrian leaders worked to rally the nation 
as the terrorist attack elicited shock across the 
globe and condolences poured in from world 
leaders including French President Emmanuel 
Macron, German chancellor Angela Merkel, and 
U.S. President Donald Trump. “This is not a fight 
between Christians and Muslims or between 
Austrians and migrants,” Kurz stated in his 
press conference on Tuesday. “This is a struggle 
between the many people who believe in peace 
and the few who want war.”
(Sources: NY Times, Washington Post, BBC)

Explorers at Great Barrier Reef discover coral system

by Alia Arafeh
Editorial Editor

A 7.0 magnitude earthquake hit the countries 
of Turkey and Greece on Fri., Oct. 30. With nearly 
470 aftershocks, the devastation it caused led 
the media to call it a “mini tsunami.” The nat-
ural disaster’s death toll rose to 116 as rescuers 
continued to clear rubble and locate bodies. The 
earthquake, spanning across all of Turkey and 
even to the islands of Greece, proved to be truly 
devastating for those living along the Aegean Sea.

Most of the damage occurred          iand nearly all 
of the victims lived in Izmir, the          iithird largest 
city in Turkey. Rescuers pulled 107 survivors 
from 17 fallen buildings in the city, but there is 
much more work to be done in terms of recovery 
and rebuilding. Over 1,000 others have been 
injured, many confined to hospitals due to serious 
injuries.  In addition, authorities reported two 
teenagers from the Greek island of Samos died, 
adding to the 114 victims in Izmir, and another 
19 were injured. 

Much of this devastation is due to the fact 
that many of the buildings in Turkey are very 
old. Additionally, the newer       buildings are 
constructed illegally and thus did not bode well 

when the earthquake struck. Police detained nine 
people for questioning regarding illegalities resulting 
in the collapse of the buildings. In light of the disaster, 
authorities will look to tighten regulations, and recov-
ery is underway; still, the city has much work to do.

Due to Turkey’s geographical location, earthquakes 
occur there often. The North Anatolian fault line 
runs straight through Istanbul, and the East Anato-
lian fault line connects with it near the east end of 
Turkey. Tremors radiated out from the epicenter of the 
earthquake, reaching the Turkish capital Istanbul and 
Athens, Greece.

Serving as a glimmer of hope for the people of 
Turkey, rescuers successfully removed three-year-old 
Ayda Gezgin from a collapsed building. The little girl 
spent nearly four days in the rubble, at which point res-
cuers heard her yelling for help. In addition to Gezgin, 
a 14-year-old girl, another three-year-old girl, and a 
70-year-old man survived for many days while trapped 
under the rubble. These stories, considered miracles, 
provided a source of hope for the citizens of Izmir.

Search and rescue teams continue to look through 
rubble and fallen buildings for any sign of victims. 
Despite their efforts, experts believe that recovery is 
not happening fast enough. 
(Sources: CNN, PBS, NBC News)

by Jackie King
Humor Editor

Explorers of the Great Barrier Reef of Australia recently dis-
covered an enormous pinnacle of coral, taller than the Empire 
State Building. This team of scientists published their report 
on Oct. 30 describing the forest of coral, the newest significant 
element of this world-renowned reef system to be identified in 
over 120 years.  

The team was attempting to reconstruct a 3D map of the 
ocean floor around the Great Barrier Reef when they came across 
the 1,640 foot-high, mile-wide coral system. Aboard a research 
vessel owned by the California-based nonprofit Schmidt Ocean 

Institute (SOI), the team discovered the coral system by means of an 
underwater robot named SuBastian that they sent to explore the reef. 
The team uploaded the live stream recorded by SuBastian to Youtube. 

Dr. Beaman, one of the lead scientists and a former Royal Australian 
Navy hydrographic surveyor, described the experience as “thrilling,” 
saying “there were sharks everywhere, three different kinds.” The team 
ended up finding not only hosts of fish and corals, but also a perfectly 
intact fossil of chambered nautiluses, whose ancestors date back to 
half a billion years ago. 

Beaman clarified that the size of the reef almost certainly occurred 
by accident, growing slowly over millions of years. He believes that the 
system receded over time due to continental drift, so the coral continued 
building new layers in order to ensure that its symbiotic algae was close 
enough to the surface for photosynthesis to occur. 

Beaman also explained that the discovery of this new system high-
lights “how little we know about a lot of the ocean, even the Great 
Barrier Reef. The marine park is 344,000 square kilometers — bigger 
than many European countries — and only about 6 or 7 percent of 
that is typical shallow-water reefs.” The newly discovered reef is “a big 
reef not to have known about,” he elaborated.

“We know more about the surface of the moon than we know 
about what lies in the depths beyond our coastlines,” SOI co-founder 
Wendy Schmidt added to this statement. “This unexpected discovery 
affirms that we continue to find unknown structures and new species 
in our ocean.”

What is so special about this discovery is that this reef is 
flourishing, in contrast to the rest of the Australian coral system 
and most others around the world. Because of the planet-wide 
warming of polluted ocean waters, environmental stress has turned  
a vast majority of coral reefs white and eventually killed them in a 
process known as coral bleaching. This discovery therefore excited 
the team because it is possible that, after years of research, it 
may help scientists discover more about what and how reefs die 
out. Although one of the SOI vessels returned after the discovery, 
another one, the Falkor, is still out continuing a year long study 
of the Australian oceans, planning to map the Great Barrier Reef 
until late November. 
(Sources: The Guardian, BBC, NY Times)

COM: Lesotho’s divine landscape and culture shines     
Brynn Gibson and Trent Bartlett
Graphics Designer and Sports Editor

Lesotho — the country within a country — is a geographical, 
cultural, and environmental marvel. Completely landlocked by South 
Africa, Lesotho is one of only three independent states enclaved 
within another nation, along with both San Marino and Vatican City. 
Formerly known as Basutoland under British control, the country of 
Lesotho celebrated its 50th anniversary back in 2016 after gaining 
independence in 1966.

Despite only taking up 11,720 square miles, two-thirds of the 
country is entirely composed of mountain ranges. In fact, Lesotho 
holds the title of the “highest lowest point” of any country, with its 
lowest altitude at a whopping 4,593 ft above sea level. To put that into perspective, the lowest point in the entire country rests at about 

two times the height of the world’s tallest tower, which is the Burj 
Khalifa in Dubai. Rightfully earning its nickname “the Kingdom of the 
Sky,” Lesotho is the only independent nation on the globe to exist 
entirely above 1,000 meters, or 3281 feet.

With cascading waterfalls, narrow valleys, and cloud-capped moun-
tain ranges, Lesotho is unquestionably one of the most beautiful places 
on Earth. Plunging over 600 feet down the side of a cliff, Maletsunyane 
Falls, located near the town of Semonkong, is certainly a sight to 
behold. The thundering echo that reverberates at the waterfall’s basin 
is reportedly overwhelming. According to local myth, the noise is 
produced by the souls of those who have drowned in the water below. 
Given its aptitude for altitude, Lesotho is especially gorgeous in winter. 
From June to August, the Southern Hemisphere’s winter, Lesotho’s 
lush green rolling hills are blanketed in a sheet of dazzling white. 

FALLEN: Rescue teams search for survivors in the rubble.
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LITTLE SURVIVOR: A young girl is rescued from a building.

MASK UP: Police officers in Vienna are hard at work. 

CITY HUSTLE: Hundreds of people walk around Vienna.
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JUST KEEP SWIMMING: Thousands of fish swim at the Great Barrier Reef. 
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DIVE DEEP: A marine biologist dives down to study the Great Barrier Reef.

Lesotho has been mostly populated by the Sotho-Tswana tribe since 
the first king of the country, King Moshoeshoe. King Moshoeshoe is 
still a part of the culture today; in fact, one of many annual festivals 
the country holds revolves around his life and reign. However, the 
citizens of Lesotho have a festival for almost anything you can think 
of, ranging from jazz festivals to cultural festivals along with Christmas 
and Easter celebrations every year.

Lesotho sets a good example of environmental activism, seeing as 
a major accomplishment of the country is joining the Southern African 
Solar Thermal Training and Demonstration Initiative (SOLTRAIN), which 
works toward providing access to warm water throughout the country, 
along with helping the country reduce gas emissions. 

Whether you travel to experience the highest country in the world, 
take in the scenic views, enjoy the amazing culture, or even just take 
notes of how to help the climate, Lesotho will never disappoint.
(Sources: The Telegraph, Britannica, Visit Lesotho, Solar Thermal World)

LONG WAY DOWN: Maletsunyane Falls stands tall, showing off a 192 meter drop. 
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SNOW-TOPPED: Houses in Lesotho covered in blankets of snow during the winter. 
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AMOHELA BAETI: A sign surrounded by houses welcomes newcomers to Lesotho.
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