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•Hurricanes wreak        
  havoc on Luzan
•Polish women..
  march together

Typhoon destroys Luzan, PH Polish citizens take to the streets

Terrorist in Nice, France, murders three in public stabbing

by Alexandra Evans and Michaela Thimot
News Editor and National/World Editor 

Polish women took to the streets and churches 
on Oct. 22, protesting for their rights in response 
to a constitutional tribunal court increasing 
abortion restrictions in Poland. As of Nov. 4, the 
publication of the court ruling has been pushed 
back, meaning the public remains in the dark as to 
what extent the abortion rights will change. Addi-
tionally, Polish President Andrzej Duda drafted a 
compromise amendment between the far right 
court and the protesters, suggesting the court 
reduce the restrictions they anticipated adding.

These protests are the biggest social move-
ment Poland has experienced since 1980. At 
the beginning, the protests were dominated by 
women, but a remarkable variety of groups have 
emerged. While the protestors’ agenda centers 
around women’s rights, it is not the sole focus. 
Many Polish citizens are furious with the way their 
government has failed to reduce the number of 
deaths in Poland during the pandemic. With the 
country already on edge, the announcement of the 
court ruling prompted a mass outcry.  

Protesters stormed Warsaw, the capital of 
Poland, with an attendee count upwards of 
100,000. The protestors ignored current coro-
navirus restrictions, sacrificing their health for 
potential justice. Those attending carried posters 
with the words, “Strajk kobiet,” the name of the 
movement, “Dignity equals freedom,” or simply 
a red lightning bolt representing the fight for 
women’s rights in Poland. 

After witnessing the vast number of citizens 
protesting, the government announced they would 
delay the abortion ban indefinitely. In order for 
the court ruling to take effect, it would have had 
to be published by Nov. 2. Legal experts believe 
that publishing the ruling would be a violation of 
the Constitution, so it remains unlikely that the 
government will publish the ruling, although they 
have published controversial rulings in the past.

Raphael Pelayo
Media Production Editor

Following an Islamist terrorist attack on Oct. 29 at a church in Nice, 
France, where a Tunisian man killed three people, French President 
Emmanuel Macron stationed an extra 4,000 soldiers throughout the 
country to protect local churches and schools. 

Police detained the attacker, 21-year-old Brahim Aioussaoi, after 
shooting and severely injuring him. Nice Mayor Christian Estrosi 
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Ten years ago, a presidential election in Cote D’Ivoire caused the 
outbreak of bitter civil unrest. Now, another election is threatening 
to do the same. 

On Tues., Nov. 3, the incumbent President Alassane Ouattara won 
a third term in Cote D’Ivoire amid a boycott from the opposition. 
With a 54-percent voter turnout, Ouattara won 94 percent of the 
vote, with 99 percent in some of his strongholds. According to PTI 
Advocacy Group, the election suffered from voter suppression; they 
reported that 26 percent of polling stations did not open due to 
threats of violence. Election intimidators ransacked polling stations 
in opposition strongholds and destroyed voting material, and citizens 
of Cote d’Ivoire suffered from anxiety and fear when approaching 
the polls. According to the electoral commission, however, threats to 
polling stations were minimal. 

Prior to the election on Mon., Nov. 2, opposition leaders Pascal Affi 
N’Guessan and Henri Konan Bédié urged their supporters not to vote 

Controversial Cote D’Ivoire election risks further civil unrest

stated that the attacker had repeatedly exclaimed “Allahu Akbar,’’ 
which in English translates to “God is greatest.” The three victims of 
the stabbings all died shortly after.

This was the second terrorist attack of October in France, after 
the beheading of Samuel Paty, a 47-year-old teacher, by 18-year-old 
Abdullah Anzorov. Offended by Paty showing a caricature of the Prophet 
Muhammad – drawings of whom are forbidden in the Islamic religion 
– in his class, Anzorov beheaded the teacher with a knife. Following 
the incident, authorities fatally shot Anzorov and arrested six suspects 
charged with complicity in this terrorist murder. 

Macron voiced his support for Paty, saying he was “killed because 
he was teaching students freedom of speech, the freedom to believe 
and not believe.” Although Macron pushes for freedom of speech and 
religion, for years French laws have discriminated against around 
five million French Muslims by outlawing hijabs, burqas, and niqabs.

Declaring these attacks as connected terrorist attacks, Macron 
made an announcement proclaiming, “Very clearly, it is France which 
is under attack.” In his speech, Macron emphasized that France is a 
country where people can practice any religion freely, and specifically 
promoted his support for Catholics. Discrimination against Muslims 
continues to rise as Macron pins these terrorist attacks on radical 
Islam, as Macron claims “what we need to fight is Islamist separatism.”

Gerald Darmain, France’s Interior Minister, added that “we need to 
understand that there have been and there will be other events such 
as these terrible attacks. We’re at war against an ideology, Islamist 

ideology.” Since the early 2000’s, France has suffered nine attacks from 
Islamic radicals, with this number on the rise as tensions continue to 
increase between Islamist groups and the French government.
(Sources: NY Times, BBC, CNN, Associated Press, Washington Post)

in the election following a statement that the opposition was creating a 
transitional government to organize a new election. 

Why was this election so controversial? The answer comes in a few 
parts, starting with the election in 2010 when incumbent President 
Laurent Gbagbo refused to concede the presidency to Ouattara, who won 
the popular vote. This conflict led to a five-month-long period of violent 
civil unrest, during which over 3,000 citizens of Cote d’Ivoire lost their 
lives. Now, Ouattara is running for his third term, which the Constitution 
outlaws in its delineation of term limits. According to Ouattara’s sup-
porters, this action is legal due to a change in the Constitution in 2016 
that effectively erased Ouattara’s first term, allowing him to run again. 

Initially, Ouattara was not going to run for President in this election, 
but after his chosen successor Prime Minister Amadou Gon Coulibaly sud-
denly died in July, Ouattara announced that he would run for re-election. 
Cote d’Ivoire is left in turmoil with Ouattara declaring himself the lawful 
President and calling for protestors to stand down while his opposition 
calls for a new government and election. 

(Sources: BBC, The Africa Report, Africa Center, UN News)
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On Nov. 1, Typhoon Goni hit the island nation 
of the Philippines. This natural disaster left mil-
lions displaced, thousands injured, and countless 
others killed. Even though the storm itself may 
be over, the effects of this typhoon will be felt for 
many years to come.

Typhoon Goni, which is the strongest natural 
disaster of the year for the island, ripped through 
the southern city of Luzan before slowing down 
in the capital of Manila. Though the storm only 
lasted three days, its 164 mile per hour winds 
swept almost one million people from their homes 
and killed 17. 

Even so, Goni pales in comparison to Typhoon 
Haiyan, which hit the Philippines in 2013 and took 
the lives of over 6,300 people.

Currently, floods are still ravaging through 
many of the Philippines’ major provinces, creating 

In Poland, abortion became legal in 1932. 
Since then it has undergone many restrictions; 
specifically between 1956 and 1990, limitations 
increased. As of 1990, abortions could be per-
formed when two physicians suggested carrying a 
fetus to term would sacrifice the mother’s heath, 
the fetus had suffered ireversible damage, or the 
pregnancy resulted from an incident of rape or 
incest. During 2011, 500,000 a far right organi-
zation, collected signatures to suggest banning 
abortion altogether. However, this movement did 
not pass. Now, Poland is potentially facing one of 

their largest abortion law changes depending on 
the tribunal court’s decision.

Alongside thousands of other women, Polish 
author Sophie–who chooses not to share her last 
name for privacy reasons–has participated in every 
protest in her city. “Protests are passionate, there 
are different places we go to and different protest 
strategies,” she explained when describing what 
the protests are like. By taking part in the protests, 
she and many others are putting themselves in 
danger of attacks from far-right activists. Despite 
the risk, people continue to raise their voices 
about women’s rights. After weeks of tireless 
protesting Sophie stated, “I want the liberation.”

(Sources: The Guardian, NYT, CNN)

NICE NICE: Nice, France is peaceful prior to violent knife attack by terrorist

FIRE FIGHT: A man walks through fiery destruction a decade ago.

an ongoing hazard regardless of the fact that the 
first wave of the storm is over. Many landslides 
also contribute to this danger, killing a small 
number of Filipino citizens. Yet another effect 
was the shattering of many dikes. In addition, 
rocks and lava buried as many as 300 homes in 
the Bicol region.

With so many citizens evacuating to crowded 
and unsanitary centers, many are growing fearful 
of the possible COVID-19 risks that come with 
living in such close quarters. To make matters 
worse, the Philippines experienced a spike in 
coronavirus cases in the week leading up to Goni. 
Unfortunately, cases are currently steadily rising 
on the island, with Nov. 8 racking in 2,434 cases. 

Apart from Goni, three other typhoons have 
hit the Philippines in the last month. One of 
these three, Molave, took 22 lives and displaced 
120,000 others. With such an unhindered barrage 
of rainfall, floods, and landslides, the number of 

people affected is well above a million. 
Molave has not only affected the Philippines. 

This massive typhoon, which hit Vietnam on 
Oct. 28, killed 25 people and left 40 others 
missing. In addition, Molave has left millions 
of Vietnamese citizens without electricity, and 
ongoing floods and landslides are only increas-
ing this number.

The island’s location in the “Ring of Fire,” 
where volcanoes and earthquakes are common 
among the countries in this region, has not 
aided the Philippines’ efforts to rebuild, due 
to the constant typhoons and other natural 
disasters that come to the island every year. 

Climate change further exacerbates this 
problem. Because of the temperature rise in 
oceans, top scientific institutes project that the 
Philippines will experience more frequent and 
powerful storms in the future. This will make 
this island one of the most vulnerable countries 
in the world. 

(Sources: NY Times, The Guardian, CNN) 

MARCHING ON: Polish women protest new  abortion laws. 

courtesy flickrcourtesy flickr
courtesy Needpixcourtesy Needpix

courtesy flickrcourtesy flickr

courtesy wikimedia commonscourtesy wikimedia commons

courtesy Pxfuelcourtesy Pxfuel

ANKLE DEEP: Citizens assess the damage cause by floods.

SUPERB SIGHTS: A woman walks through a decorative fountain in Nice, France.


