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Trump administration revokes gray wolf protections 

Hurricane Zeta devastates  Red Cloaks hold protests 

by Michaela Thimot 
National/World Editor

On Oct. 29, the Trump administration announced that it would 
be revoking the protection of gray wolves under the Endangered 
Species Act in the lower 48 states — the contiguous United States 
— sparking an outcry from conservation groups and scientists who 
speculate that hunters will kill the wolves at such an intense rate 
that the species may become extinct. 

Gray wolves have been under federal protection since 1967, 
but the Endangered Species Act didn’t become a law until 1973. 
The Trump administration made the decision to remove the wolves 
from the list because they believe the species has sufficiently 
recovered, a decision conservation groups argue is shortsighted 
and that they plan to challenge in court. 

Last year, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services moved to remove 
the gray wolves from the endangered species list after their pop-
ulation count increased to 6,000 gray wolves in the U.S. When 
they were initially placed under protection in 1967, there were a 
mere 1,000 gray wolves across the country.  

"Today's action reflects the Trump administration's continued 
commitment to species conservation based on the parameters of 

the law and the best scientific and commercial data available," Interior 
Department Secretary David Bernhardt remarked in his press state-
ment on Oct. 29. "This species is neither a threatened nor endangered 
species based on the specific factors Congress has laid out in the law,” 
he added. The press release was littered with words of encouragement 
for the administration’s decision from numerous senators, governors, 
and congressional representatives. 

Conservation groups took immediate action after the release of the 
statement and made their intention to sue abundantly clear. Presi-
dent and Chief Executive for Defenders of Wildlife Jamie Rappaport 
Clark argued, “Stripping protections for gray wolves is premature and 
reckless.” Clark went on to explain that, while the population of the 
wolves is increasing, the species will die out at an alarming rate if 
they are no longer protected. The gray wolves have reoccupied only 
ten percent of the land they used to occupy. 

Gray wolves were once a dominant and plentiful species with no 
threat posed to them. Hunters began targeting the predators out of 
fear that their livestock would be killed, diminishing the population 
count at an accelerated rate. By the time they acquired the protection 
of the Endangered Species Act, gray wolves were ecologically extinct, 
meaning the ecosystem no longer required them. The protection 

supplied by the government kept the wolves from being shot by 
hunters, but without shielding from the Endangered Species Act 
this all disappears. The wolves will be vulnerable to attacks from 
hunters across the United States and may face extinction as a 
result. Susan Boyles, an attorney for Earthjustice, declared, “The 
delisting decision is what happens when bad science drives bad 
policy — and it's illegal, so we will see them in court.”
(Sources: Washington Post, CNN)

ROAMING THE WOODS: Male gray wolf ventures into the surrounding forest.

by Brynn Gibson
Graphics Designer

In the past few weeks, millions of residents 
across Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, 
and the Carolinas have faced power outages, flash 
floods, and property damage as the 27th storm of 
the 2020 Atlantic hurricane season swept across the 
Southern United States. 

At 4:00 PM on Oct. 28, near Cocodrie, LA, Zeta 
made landfall as a category 2 hurricane with winds 
around 110mph, only one mph away from being a 
major category 3 storm. In the hours that followed, 
Zeta swept through New Orleans at a steady 25 
mph, tearing down nearly 200 trees and the roof 
of a gas station on its way. By 9:00 PM that same 
night, the storm weakened to a category 1 hurri-
cane, with winds averaging 90 mph as it moved 
northeast towards Mississippi and Alabama. By the 
time it reached the Carolinas, Zeta had weakened 
to a tropical storm with winds averaging 50 mph. 

In its aftermath, officials reported that 2.1 mil-
lion people across Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, 
Georgia, and the Carolinas were left in darkness. As 
of Nov. 4, 27,000 people were still without power. 

At least six lives were lost due to Hurricane Zeta’s 
strong winds, heavy rains, and storm surges of up 
to ten feet. The hurricane claimed the life of one 
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55-year-old Louisiana resident who electrocuted 
himself when he touched a power line that fell on 
his home. This prompted officials to warn against 
getting near any structures or electrical fixtures 
damaged in the storm. According to authorities, 
three people from Georgia and one person from 
Alabama died from falling trees. Additionally, a 
man in Biloxi, MS, drowned while viewing the 
hurricane at a local marina.

Due to the storm’s unpredicted intensity, only 
76 Louisiana residents evacuated prior to the 
storm. New Orleans resident Vince Gibson and his 
wife were among those who decided to stay. “It 
looked like it wasn’t going to be that bad,” Gibson 
explained. “About a day or two before it hit, it got 
real bad… by that time it was too late to get away.” 
With winds reaching 110 mph, Gibson remarked 
that Zeta was, “probably the worst [hurricane] 
that we sat through.” Gibson faced virtually no 
damage to his property, and luckily only lost power 
for around 24 hours, explaining that friends living 
near him went without electricity for four days. 

The fifth storm to batter Louisiana in 2020, 
Hurricane Zeta broke the record for most storms 
to hit the state in a single year. As the next storm, 
Hurricane Eta, barrels toward South Florida en 
route from Central America, the 2020 Atlantic 
hurricane season prepares to tie the 2005 record 
of 28 storms in a single season.
(Sources: CNN, NY Times, CBS)

HIT HARD: Hurricane Zeta brought down power lines.
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by Lucy Holland
Culture Editor

In response to Amy Coney Barrett’s nomination 
to the Supreme Court, dozens of women clad in 
red cloaks and bonnets marched to the Massachu-
setts Statehouse on Oct. 25 with signs displaying 
the phrase “Ruth Sent Us.” The women dressed 
in the color red to reference Margaret Atwood’s 
dystopian novel The Handmaid’s Tale set in the 
U.S. in which the government takes women’s 
reproductive rights away from them. Others joined 
dressed as suffragettes, the Statue of Liberty, and 
most notably the late Ruth Bader Ginsberg, in her 
notorious crochet collar. 

Lora Vennesy, a leader of the group, told the 
Boston Globe that “We’re all mad as hell and we’re 
rising up to show we won’t go peacefully into this 
dystopian world of actual handmaids.” 

Red-Cloak protests sprang up in more than 20 
states, including major cities like Phoenix, AZ; 
Atlanta, GA; and Fort Myers, FL. According to the 
Red Cloak National Protest, the movement’s main 
purposes were to “publicly protest the nomination, 
confirmation, and appointment of any Supreme 
Court Justice by the 45th president of the United 
States,...affirm equal rights for women, especially 
body autonomy, [and] to honor the memory of 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.” 

Despite Ginsburg’s dying wish that she “not be 
replaced until a new president is installed,” a Repub-
lican-controlled Senate confirmed Barrett’s appoint-
ment to the Supreme Court on Oct. 26. Following this 
defeat, the Boston Red Cloaks turned their attention 
to legislation, advocating for the passing of the an 
act to Remove Obstacles and Expand Abortion Access 
or the ROE Act. 

According to the Massachusetts chapter of the 
National Abortion and Reproductive Rights Action 
League, “The ROE Act (S.1209, H.3320) would reform 
our state’s abortion laws, ensuring that anyone, 
regardless of age, income, or insurance, can access 
safe, legal abortion.” The Boston Red Cloaks website 
states that “the legislature is now in an extended 
session due to COVID and we implore swift action to 
pass the ROE Act in the weeks following the death 
of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.”

“If — and every day seeming more likely when 
— we lose Roe V. Wade…  it will be up to the states 
to figure out how to ensure reproductive freedom for 
every person in this nation,” said Rebbeca L. Rausch, 
a co-sponsor of the ROE Act.
(Sources: Boston Red Cloaks, Boston Globe, NARAL, 
Ms. Magazine, CHANGE, PRI)
 

A GREAT LOSS: Americans mourned the death of RBG.

FIX IT UP: The hardest hit areas begin to repair damage.

DEMAND JUSTICE: Women fight to protect the ROE Act.

COVID recession disproportionately affects women
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by Sonali Muthukrishnan
National/World Editor

The American economy is currently facing a record-breaking 
recession due to the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic and its ravag-
ing effects. The October and September job reports showed that 
24.5 million people filed for unemployment; approximately 13.4 
million women lost their jobs, while a smaller number — 11.9 
million — were men. Analysts report that this gender disparity 
resulted because of cultural precedents and the gender wage gap. 
Race also furthered these disproportionate effects.

 

There are several reasons for this disparity. First, female employ-
ment tends to concentrate on sectors that were primarily affected by 
the pandemic, like hotels and cleaning services. Second, increased 
childcare needs have prevented many women from working or going 
back to their jobs, and third, there is a gender wage gap. In general, 
this recession seems to have most severely impacted the most finan-
cially vulnerable women. Critical systemic differences between men 
and women in the workforce, excluding outright gender discrimination, 
lead to fewer and worse job opportunities.

According to Marth Gimbel, an economist at Schmidt Futures who 
studies the labor market, this disparity is because women do not have 
a choice. Gimbel stated, “They can’t send their kids to school. Someone 
has to supervise the learning. Someone has to deal with the cooking. 
Someone has to deal with the cleaning. And it’s falling onto them. 
And so they can’t make choices that they want to make.” Gimbel’s 
research reports that while women’s societal role has significantly 
changed, in heterosexual couples cultural precedent still has a clear 
impact, allowing childcare and housework to fall more heavily on 
women. Furthermore, because of the gender wage gap, many women 
are paid less than men, so if a couple makes the economic decision 
about who stays home, women will more frequently give up their jobs.

Black, Asian, and Latina women have faced even harsher effects in 
this recession due to widespread occupational steering and segregation. 
While most women tend to work in the workforce sectors that have 
been the hardest hit by the recession, this is particularly true for 
women of color. These sectors include hotels, cleaning services, retail, 
and restaurants. Many women of color also work in essential industries, 

but while they have jobs, they face more significant risks to their 
health and their families’ health. In general, women of color are 
paid very little, do not receive many benefits from their jobs, and 
face income volatility. These facts reduce the chances that these 
women can set aside money to protect themselves in the event of 
a layoff. In many ways, the COVID-19 recession has revealed the 
undeniable disproportionate risks that women of color face because 
society does not allow them to work in safer and more secure jobs 
due to discrimination. 

At the moment, the number of women in the workforce is at the 
lowest it has been for decades. Gimbel stated, “the problem is that 
we have a lot of evidence that when you take time out of the labor 
force, it can be very difficult to get back in.” This recession may 
affect the number of women in the workforce for years to come. 
(Sources: NPR, Forbes, IZA, Pew Research)

STEEP DECLINE: Data shows more women face unemployement than men. WORKIN’ HARD: Many POC women work in essential services like nursing.
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